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PREFACE 

rill>  l)(H,k  is  .111  alt.inpi  to  -iijM'l.v  ■'  '""'  •  ^^''"^ 
kmilv  (onMi.nis  ct  cliinny  a  l^n-  \imI  I"  N'"tl' 
Atri.a  last  wini.r.  l-allini;  at  ..n.v  mul.r  tlir  la>- 
(inatiiii,'  spt'll  "1  tin-  Arab  p.nplr.  uliosc  lilr  and 
rcli^Mon  CM  ilcd  m  mr  tin'  gn-aK-M  intnf.-t  and 
i-iiriosity,  I.  with  many  ntlur  visitors  to  Biskra, 
sought  alinosi  in  \.tin  for  answers  to  the  many 
(jUfstions  whicli  daily  pr.'HMitcd  tlu-niscU.'s.  And 
il  books  tail,  what  r-sonrc.'  is  tluTc  V  The  ordinary 
tourist,  who  is  making  a  short  visit,  linds  the  Arab 
himsi'U.  when  (lucstiom-d,  blank.  Indctd,  1  doubt 
if  there  arc  any  people  under  the  sun  who  » an,  while 
preserving  a  eharming  courtesy,  oppose  to  the 
curious  su(  h  an  impenetrable  reticence  as  the  Arab 
is  capable  of. 

1  have  tried  to  write  the  book  I  should  have  been 
glad  to  find  already  in  existence  at  the  beginning 
of  my  stay.  My  only  claims  to  attempt  it  are  the 
unusual  length  of  my  visit;  my  extreme  good 
fortune  in  winning  a  measure  of  friendly  con- 
fidence, bv  wliich  I  got  past-if  ever  so  short  a 
distance -the  barrier  the  Arab  sets  up;  and  the  fact 
that  since  my  return  liome  I  have  been  able  to 
follow  up  these  advantages  b\-  a  study  of  such 
works  as  throw  light  on  some  of  tin-  myst«Tious 
problems  one  could   not   otlierw  i^t-   have   solved. 

I  trust  no  one.  (--pcially  of  tho^c  who  know  any- 
thing of   the  depth   and   subtlety   ot    the   Arab   mind 
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and  cliaiact<'r.  will  imagine  for  a  iiioment  that  I  am 
(  laiininj;  t(i  liavf  foiiiul  all,  ov  marly  ail,  tlit'  kt.-ys 
Id  tliDsc  M'lrct  rtMt'j,,sLS  uliiili  have  pcmt  Ix-ioro 
yielded  to  liluropran  hands.  Ot  all  thv  kt-ys  I  did 
ni>t  lind  more  than  one  tiic  key  of  sympathy  and 
rcspcci.  And  it  with  that  1  opi'tH'd  tcrtain  ( liambtTs 
ot  deep  human  int'-rcst,  rvcn  thm  I  am  awan-  that 
the  lij,'ht  I  had  was  scare  fly  enough  to  explort-  by; 
and  I  (  amc  away,  with  the  spell  unbroken,  it  is  true, 
hut  with  (  uriosily  only  partially  abated  and  inter- 
est only  partly  satislietl.  Like  Cleopatra,  the  Ivast 
makes  hunprv  where  most  it  satislies.  It  is  this 
insatiable  hunger,  I  believ(\  that  ((institutes  its  ever- 
lasting fascination,  and  that  draws  so  irresistibly 
those  who  have  once  entertained  the  illusion  that  the 
hunger  could  ever  be  appeased. 

As  to  the  two  chapters  on  the  ri>ligion  of  Islam 
and  the  life  of  its  Prophet,  I  cannot,  of  course,  claim 
to  have  added  anything  to  the  knowledge  of  that 
subject;  but  I  shall  count  my  book  to  have  failed 
ii  in  the  earlier  chapters  I  have  not  excited  in  my 
readers  enough  interest  in  the  Arab  people  to  carry 
them  on  quite  naturally  to  a  brief  consideration  of 
the  religion  of  the  race.  This  I  have  written  in  the 
light  of  my  own  aPection  for  them,  and  with  my  own 
desire  to  understand  the  origin  of  their  marvellous 
history  and  the  forces  wliich  have  made  them  what 
they  are.  The  Arab  religion  is  the  Arab  life.  It 
is  in  the  example  and  teaching  of  their  Prophet 
that  the  inspiration  which  makes  them  so  different 
from  other  men  is  to  be  found.  L'nfortunately, 
most  English  writers  on  this  subject  have  brought 
to  it  a  strong  prejudice.  Often,  from  the  point  of 
\  iew  ot  the  ardent  Christian  advocate,  it  has  been 
sought  to  demolish  the  teaching  of  the  Koran;  or  a 
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writer  like  Prof.  Marpoliouth  has  written  of  Moham- 
inet  .'IN  prettv  nuich  of  a  charlatan,  distinguishfd 
( liiefly  h\  lii^  siucrvs  in  hoodwinking  mankind;  while 
at  the  other  extreme  we  have  the  plowing  rhapM>dy  of 
Carlvle,  as  he  places  him  for  hero-worship  on  one 
of  the  rare  pinnai  les  lie  erects  for  his  "great  men." 
It  is  between  these  opinions  that  I  seem  to  lind  the 
truth;  and  my  natural  Christian  bias  leads  me  to 
believf  that  to  help  the  millions  of  I.^lam  no  inan 
should  (onlemplale  the  destruction  of  th<'  Koran, 
but  should  seek  rather  to  supplement  it  with  the 
Gospel. 

I  gratefully  acknowledge  the  help  of  Mr.  Percy 
llasluck,  of  Southgate,  on  many  points  where  a 
knowledge  of  Arabic  was  invaluable.  To  Dr.  Lang- 
don  Brown,  F.R.C.P..  of  Marlcy  Street,  London,  I 
am  indebted  for  his  opinion  of  the  dervish  perform- 
ances, especially  valuable  as  being  the  outcome  of 
the  close  observation  of  an  eminent  physician.  To 
my  numerous  Arab  friends  I  owe  more  than  I  can 
say.  As  the  opinions  of  a  cultured  .Moslem  on  his 
religion,  the  various  utterances  of  Syed  Ahmed  are 
deeply  interesting. 

As  Algeria  is  held  by  France,  it  was  always  in- 
teiesting  to  hear  the  opinion  of  Frenchmen  who, 
from  their  ofificial  poi-itions,  had  great  opportunities 
of  observing  the  country  and  its  native  people.  In 
very  many  ways  M.  Frani^ois  Sicot,  of  Oran,  gave 
me  the  advantage  of  his  experience. 

I  gladly  acknowledge  indebtedness  to  Lieut. -Col. 
Villot's  "Mixurs,  Coutumes  et  Institutions  des  In- 
digenes de  I'Algerie";  to  Sale's  translation  of  the 
Koran  and  Notes;  to  the  Rjv.  J.  M.  Rodwell's  trans- 
lation of  the  Kf>ran  ;  and  to  the  "  I3ictionary  of  Islam," 
by  T.  P.  Hughes  (out  of  print).     Prof.  Margoliouth's 
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••  M,>h,..nmrd  ,uul  tlw  Rise  of  Islam  -  is  an  unaluabl.- 
Mon-huusr  <,l  la.  l.s,  aniap)niMt(  u>  uhai  may  hv  callfcl 
ihi-  C'ailylc  tlu-ory  of  llu-  PioplK't. 

1  have  usrd  Ix-tli  llic  translalioiib  of  the  Koran 
ni.nlion.  (1,  in  rvcrv  .  a^r  ...mparuiK  tlu-m,  and  s„nir- 
mnrs  iianspl.intin};  a  u..id  tn„n  ..n.-  to  llu-  otiirr. 
,,>  llu-  h.ti.r  tran>latu)n  ot  llu-  Arahu-  M-.-m-^  sunu- 
iimt-N  lu  lu.-  lMt\\.-<-n  llu-  tu.)  v.-r>U)ns.  Kodurll  ^ 
linnslaliun  is  bv  far  tlu-  1)<-Il<r  fcr  tlu-  casual  n-adrr  ; 
ih.'  Suras,  for  .'mr  tiiini:.  appt-ai  in  proper  lustorual 
urd.-r.  and  tlu-  por-tu    tonn  is  b.-tt.-r  pr.-st-rv.-d  by  the 

\tr.silu  alioii . 

In  tlu-  footnotes  "Sura"  always  iiuans  a  tliapttr 

uf  tlic  Ivoraii. 

s.  n.  1- 
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CHAPTER    I 
FIRST    IMPRESSIONS    OF    BISKRA 

It    Nvas   on    a   dav    brilliant    with    sunshine    that    ^ve 
arrived    at     Biskra    in     early     November,     190^^      1 
suppose  the  arrival  at  that  h'tle  railway  station  after 
thi  lon^'  journev  from   Algiers  is  ahvays  memorable 
to  the  "tourist  •■•   from   the  ardour  with   which   he   ,s 
welcomed  bv  the  medley  of  Arabs,  who  <rowd  round 
the  station  eacer  to  see  if  any  familiar  huropean  face 
will    reappear,   or  to  press  their  olTices.  as  servant 
ruide,  or  porter,  upon  new-comers;  whom  they  preet 
with  smiles,  and  clinp  to  with  a  persistency   which 
to   those   who   do    not    yet    know    how    to   deal    with 
Arab   importunities   is   a    little   embarrassing,    it    not 

vexatious. 

It  is  at  the  becinninp  of  the  winter  season, 
however,  that  the  visitor  has  a  welcome  of  double 
.Mitlui-iasm.  After  the  ion-  and  sweltering  summer 
in  the  oasis,  when  work  has  been  almost  impossible, 
and  food  verv  scarce,  it  can  be  imagined  how  hope 
revives  in  October  when  the  climate  becom-s  agree- 
able and  the  memory  of  past  seasons  has  taught  the 
.\rah  lads  how  mucli  there  is  to  hope  for  from  the 
dailv  unloading  of  the  ..ne  train,  in  the  earlv  after- 
noon, which  connects  the  gateway  of  the  great  desert 
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with  tliat  w.-ndrrtu!  world  from  which  c-nu-  so  many 
ri(  h  and  pU-asanl  pcuplf. 

■Ihr   station    is   s.tuatrd   ab..ut    hall    a    nin.     from 
the  vihap-.  and  although  it  is  an  attractixr  ulra  that 
,,n,-  will  s...rn   tin-   'luis  and   walk  to  tlu^   hotel.    1   do 
not   advise    iIun    for   whether   you    ch'ct   to   take   tin- 
main  road,  or  to  s.-ek  the  shade  of  ih.-  mimosa  avenue 
thnm-h    the    beautiful    public    gardens,    you    cannot 
esrape,    in    ualkin-,   the    insistent    attentions   ,,f     the 
numerous  b:.v.  and  men,  each  one  ol   whom  hopes 
t,,  become  attached  to  vou  bv  ivason  of  much  askin^^. 
1   d.,  not   succest  that    vou   will  escape  altop'th.-r  by 
<,a,nuv     the'   fastness  of   the   liotel    Mnis,   but   at   any 
■"ale   vow   uiU  have  a  breat    ,:1.C  time,  and  will   reach 
v.:ur" hotel  in  p.Mce,  and  can  then  take  the  advice  of 
"tl-,os.'  in  authority  there  as  to  the  ne.  e.sarv  services 
of  "guides  "'  or  boys. 

There  is  a  re.i^ular  <-orps  of  truides  licensed  by 
the  municipalifv.'\\ho  empower  them  to  claim  five 
francs  a  day  for  their  services;  but  there  are 
numerous  bov>  of  uood  character  (who  may  not  call 
themselves  "guides"  for  fear  of  imprisonment)  who 
n'.l  work  for  visitors,  canyinu'  photographic  apjKira- 
tus.  acting  as  interpret<-r.  or.  if  (.ne  takes  a  small 
ar.a'rtment--as  manv  do  in  preference  to  staying;  at 
ai'i  hotel  workin.^r  as  domestic  servants.  e\pi'Ctmc; 
fr<'m  two  to  three  francs  a  day. 

One  thinu  we  soon  learn(>d — that  the  hotel  pro- 
prietors do  not  nWnw  the  Arab  boys  to  work  for 
visit<«rs  inside  the  liotels  as  persona!  servants;  hut 
each  hotel  hn  ■  its  own  izuides.  to  whom  more  liberty 
is  allowed  ttian  to  tliose  who  are  unattached. 

We  hid  d.'cided  to  stav  at  the  Sahara  Hotel, 
tor  the  reasons  that  friends  of  ours  had  been  com- 
fortable there  in  previous  years,  and  that  we  wanted 
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„,  plaro  our.dvcs  uiultT  tin-  raa-  of  Madamt-  Joan- 
I,>-in  llir  encrsotic  proprietress,  described  to  us  as  a 
tvpiral  l'renclnv<..nan,  \\lio,  with  her  husband,  con- 
ducl.-il  her  l-.otel  in  the  old-fashioned  and  personal 
wiv  taking  a  friendlv  interest  in  every  one  of  her 
miests,  and  herself  working  inc-ssantly  for  their  eom- 
f,,rt  and  Nvelfare.  a  course  which  has  the  effect  of 
turning  an  hotel  into  a  home. 

\t  the  Sahara  we  v.ere  softn  established  on  terms 
made  more  reasonable  from  the  fact  that  it  was  our 
intention  to  stav  till  the  spring.  In  Madame,  as 
we  ."xpected,  we  instinctively  felt  that  we  had  a 
frien.i;  and  if  her  pointed  and  vivacious  French 
b.T  ,ie  a  htlle  perplexing  to  our  unaccustomed  ears, 
there  was  Jules,  tht  excellent  head-waiter,  who  spoke 
colloquial  F.nglish.  and  justly  prided  himself  on 
having  been  for  some  time  a  butler  in  an  English 
family,  from  which  experience  he  had  gained  a  full 
knowledge  of  the  peculiar  needs  of  English  people. 

I  said  the  omnibus  was  only  a  temp(jrary  refuge 
from  the  importunate  Arabs,  and  the  fact  was  imme- 
diately forced  upon  us  as,  from  time  to  time,  while 
we  were  arranging  preliminaries  in  the  hotel,  and 
having  tea,  we  caught  sight  of  a  number  of  keen 
faces  pe*'ring  through  the  doors  and  windows, 
taking  note  of  our  every  movement,  and  anxiously 
awaiting  our  appearance  in  the  street. 

Fri>m  what  we  afterwards  learnt  of  the  Arab 
character,  f  now  know  that  nothing  about  us  had 
escaped  their  sharp  eves,  and  that  already  they  had 
formed  a  fairlv  correct  judgment  about  our  means, 
our  status,  and  our  capacity  for  being  turned  to 
profit  liv  those  of  tlnin  who  should  be  fortunate 
enough  to  "bag  "  us. 

As   early   as  this   in   the   season    the    hunger   for 
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••patn.ns"  is  very  acuu-,  and  U.  p>  out  <.f  the  hotel 
for  th..  first  time  is  to  run  the  gauntlet  in  a  way 
which    .s   mu.ti    .nodit-.rd    later   on    uU.-n    the   hotels 

'''Vuas  ans.nus  not  to  b.-  on  bad  ..-rms  Ns.-h  the 
\rab  population  of  H.skra.  tor  I  uas  already  deeply 
int.rest.d  >n  the  people  of  Algeria,  and  had  eonenved 
something  bk.-  a  kindly  admiration  of  many  of  t.icir 

eharaeterislics.  u^,„ 

Bv  ihr  -^ame  train  as  ourselves  an  F.nghshman 
had  .-irr.ved  in  Biskra  in  .luUe  another  frame  of  m.nd. 
and  as  he  api^-ared  at  the  door  of  the  hotel  v^e 
hoard  him  address  the  rrowd  oi  expectant  Arabs  m 
loud  tones  (as  he  spoke  no  Fn.nrh.  he  --n-^;; 
imagine  they  xvould  have  no  uithrultv  .n  understand- 
ing: his  !•: nplish  if  he  ve-Ued  at  them)  :  Co  away  . 
ld(m'lwam  u«yof  youl     (io  axsav  !  "  lookmg  very 

tierc*'  and  determined. 

.\nd  although  he  was  successful  m  r.dd.ng  h.m- 
self,  both  then  and  afterwards,  as  long  as  he  stayed, 
of  all    Arab   society,   ue   felt   that   lu.  methods   were 

"'"'por  one  thing,  the  Arab  g(..d  humour  disarmed 
us,  and  when  we  found  that  they  were  qu.ck  to  s^ee 
,    „U,.  and  po>itively  enjoved  be.ng  teased  so  long 
as   one's   good   nature   was   not    .n    question,   we   felt 
sure  that  we  iiad  discovered  both  how  to  enjoy  their 
cood  will  and  rid  our^elves  of  their  importunities. 
•      We   had.    moreover,   no  desire   to  engage   for  so 
long  a  period  a  regular  guide,  as  it  was  our  inten- 
„on  to  Uve  in  Biskra  fc^r  a  considerable  time  rather 
than  to  regard  the  place  as  a  centre  for  excursions, 
,.    the   ordinarv    touriM    does   who   stavs    for  a    few 


(lavs. 


Our  wav  was  made  clearer,  too,  by  the  fact  that 
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,,,,,    ,..    at    h^T.pp<-ar.d    in    tlu-    stn-et    .e    uere 

,„„„,a  bv  a  boy  ^vl-'••''J"^'--•"^\^^.  ^;' 
,,.n  Aluned.  Ik-  alnad>  kneu  <'ur  name  s.  s-  t 
tnends,  he  declared,  of  lus  patron  of  la.t  ^.ar,  and 
ttu-rdore  we  were  lus  friends.  ,,,.,  ^  knew  • 

How  he  obtained  tins  information  we  ^^^^l^^;^ 
.nd  when  we  afterwards  found  the  marxellous 
lacitv  of  the  Arab  for  knowmg  things  by  a  sort  ot 

chv.nat'.on,  we  ^-ave  u,-  wondering. 

rr-ulnallv    for  it  t.K)k  quae  a  week,  we  stu.oK 

-,1,  nt  ,-iusine  anv  ill-feeling;  excepting  laib. 
or<our  e  w  ;  e^ablished  his  chum  to  our  interest. 
;.  g  h--l^  -  ^-h--'"^  ccmpanion  and  an 
!^:;:iTent  gu.de  and  interpreter,  who  jo.r.ed  us  onl> 

"7;:c;;":u"a;h:^r:nhec.ga,ettewi. 

,,.    Uab      md.    although    I   could   not   smok.    with 
em       d  scovered  what  was  their  tavourite     snu.ke. 
n       aw'vs    carried    in    one     pocket    a    supply    of 
^.Jur^^^Nhelad.    andmen,and.n^a^^^^^ 
p,H-ket  a  handful  of  the  small  nuts,  "-'coe    e  h 

a  dozen  boys  sell  in  the  streets),  and  whuh  all  tae 
.\r-ib  children  delight  in. 

Xs  the  Cigarettes  were  only  fifteen  sous  for  a 
packet  of  twenty,  and  the  nuts  about  ten  sotis  fx.r 
half  a  pint,  it  cost  little  to  estal^hsi.  a  general  ctl- 
ng  :  good  w,ll.  for  which  I  was  well  rewarded  by 
„,Lv  pleasant  acts  of  courtesy  on  the  part  of  the 
men'and  much  merry  chatter  frotri  the  small  fry 

\nd  where  will  one  linu  such  joyous  greetings, 
such,  pleasant  smiles,  such  light-hearted  fun,  such 
"an  unruffled  capacity  to  make  themselves  entertain- 
ing, as  in  the  Arab  boys 'i' 

In  the  early   days  of  our  vi.it   1    was  puzzled  to 
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"->y "  -"'I  •;;';;r::  ;;:;,.■  ;;n  and  n,r,o.,d 

sunsft  diinn.u  tli«    monm. 

;;;;;:::' ;:;:.'^e"'t:::' :;;;:;  ■^..- . ^-- ----- 

'"  "t'l-'lir..    v,.u,cl  ,1K.  s,r,..s  ..(    ,1.,-  caf.s    »l,ich 
i„      ,  v.nn,-    ..v,.,n.,unl    in..,    .1,.    r.adwav,       ,^ 

in    uir    <-"  .>  ^tr-iw   in  lis  nrovKlcu,    anu 

;::!;r,^"r;;.:.^tn^n,«ands,Mu..„^e 

--t:i^sS';;::n:;f:f:^;.u^a::a'dt'didn.,. 

'-''"'"a,        ,      .f    ,h.-    r-ifOs    tlu-re    Nvas    little    about    us 
Already    at    tlu-   caus    uni<- 

that  was  not  kno.n,  and  many  a  fr.ond  >   s  mi  k  ad 

b  ^::::;;-;:nA:x:-?X^3i%t 

cla.m  descent   frum  Mohammet 

T-l.Mv      too      was     an.-tluT     Ahmed,        t^v  dt     to 
M.";:;    llKlK-ns."    au,.,or    ,.f    -TIk.    <  iard.-n    of 


X    N.IMM)     IIM     l'^     I'"     "'^'  '*' 


i„,\UM>is  (11  i-<nii     \   iii^:.i<\  '•'^'■' 
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.xuai.."  To  the  .ui  .i  ;.ur  -^^  ^.^  ,^::;:;:: ;. 

n„v.l.M,  uho.c  '^^^''V;"  '",,,,,„s  ui.h  many  ih-o,.!.- 
B.n.-NloraU.  .v.rycl.tal    tarn  ^^^    ^^ 

and  novv  a  unu-r  ol  riU    i<".   1         .  marabout 

Ivuiu    doubtl.-ss    tor    the    portion 

amoJ^p-i  hi>  oun  people  ^^  ^^^    ,._^,^^^^  ,, 

indescribable,  tor  lure  niinmable  orean 

of  lliede>ert.  iscentucl.     nt  .;„a  all  the   nair -■ 

U..se  people  ts  ^-^'U^^^-^^.;;;:'    ;,  .      rnlarket-hou^e 
industries  are  earru-d  (,n.      1  Ul  (  ^ 


s  TIN-    DHSI:RT    GATI'VVA^ 

111,'  s(.-iir  IS  all  piinlv  l-aM.-iii  ihf  ri(  li  clouts 
,,t  thf  pilrs  of  fruit  and  v.-Kftahlrs.  tlu-  hrilliaiu 
ulnl.n.ss  of  tin-  Arab  dress,  r.-lirvrd  now  and  tlicn 
hv  tlir  hriKlil  «<.iours  of  tUv  buriious  of  tlic  Arab 
^rand.-c,  or  l)v  the  bUu-  and  red  ot  tin-  uniform  of  a 
s,,ldh-r  ol  lli.-'nativf  n-Kinu-nts  from  the  n.-ij,'libour- 
i,m  barra.ks,  .•v.-rvtlunK  a^l^w  in  tin-  sunsliini-, 
maUinj;  a  pictun-  wliiih  nrvt-r  loses  its  charm. 

■\Urvv  is  only  one  tiling-  to  remind  us  that  ue 
have  not  entirely  l.-st  tou.h  with  the  West:  luidor 
tlie  ar.ades.  ..u  the  bu  of  pavement  in  front  of  the 
shops  .11  uhi.h  wearing  apparel  is  made  and  sold, 
several  Arab  men  are  workint;  SiUKer's  sewing- 
PKKlunes.  treadling'  uith  their  l)are  feet;  but  even 
the  sij,dit  wf  this  modem  instrument  does  not  succeed 
altogetiu-r  m  detaching'  us  from  our  stran^t-  surround- 
jn^-s.  for  in  front  of  each  macliine  is  hun^  a  white 
cloth  on  which  a  lar^'e  outspread  hand  in  red  flannel 
is  sewn,  obviouslv  as  a  charm  frc^m  evil. 

This.  Taib  told  us.  was  the  hand  of  Fatima,  with 
which  bare  statement  we  had  to  be  content,  for  we 
so.m  discovered  tiial  wonderful  reiwence  about  native 
<ust()ins  .and  beliefs  which  keeps  the  secrets  of  Arab 
life  sealed  to  all  but  tiie  most  patient  of  Huropeans, 
who  must  stav  long  enough  in  this  country  to  win 
the  regard  and  confidence  of  the  natives  before  they 
will  return  any  other  answer  to  one's  eager  question- 
inu  than  the  gentle  "I  do  not  know."  1-atima,  we 
knew,  was  the  much-loved  dauuhter  of  Mohammet, 
who  declared  her  to  be  one  of  the  f<nir  perfi-ct  women; 
but  we  had  vet  to  learn  why  the  hand  of  l-'atima  was 
evervwhere  regarded  as  a  cliarm,  used  in  every  con- 
leivable  wav,  from  its  impress  on  the  door  of  the 
huinblesi  house  to  tile  jewelled  charm  worn  round 
the  neck  of  tlie  rich  bride. 


KlSIMCi     rOK     IHi:    HI.IN»>  ' 

lo    ,,n.     ...rii.T    Ml     111.-    niatk-'t    sqiiai.'    %n<-    \^f'r 
attrait.d  \n    s^niiuls  <.t   imisi.  .  and  llu  r.-  u.-  l-.uiul  a 
^.roup  ..I   U^'■  p.-"r  m-".   »""r  "«   ^vlu.in   ucrr  l.h.ul. 
d.a.U.nK,   in    llu-  w-ird   nu     >r  key  wlu-l.   tlu-   A.a hs 
|„\.-.    passa^.-^  Ir<'>n    llu-    K-ran,    lla-   tluU-^,   and   tla- 
drums  (plav.-d  uiUi  tlu.-  Iiuk'Ts)  aii>u.Ttt.K  cai  1.  ver^t- 
u.tl.  a  M.rtVt  r.frani.     SurroundinL:  llu-  plavi-r^  vvas  a 
rruxvd  ..f   mm.   wlu,  lonUt-d  l.k.-  slu-plu-rd.  irom   U.e 
d.-Mft,    NMli.    many   nt   tin-   small   l,o>.s  ol    li.^kra,  all 
s.iim^;  un  llu-  ground.  ..f  oMirsr.  as  ih.-  mus.aans  also 
\,eu        Manv  of  tlu-sf  hovs  ^vt•a•  alr.ady  k.K.wn   to 
us    and  ilu-v  smil.-d  up  at  us  in  a  fru-ndly  uay  ulu-n 
J-  drupp.-(i   a   small  o.ntr.hui.on   inu,  tlu-   drum   ..f 

uiH-  of  the  Itlind  nu-n.  r     i       , 

Amon^'s.  Hu-  Arabs,  of  courst-.  ih.  art  of  chnut- 
.nu  ar^d  rnUafon  has  aluays  l..-en  luKhly  .-■stcenu-d 
aP.i  ,t  was  most  .nt.r.-.t.uK  >«'  s^-  "'•'  ^''P'  f''*^*-"  ''^ 
th.s  lutle  audu-nr..  W.-  had  arrived  just  as  t he 
r..ntat..m  ^^a.  -  ■Jm^'.  and  as  the  chapter  from  the 
Koran  was  finished  one  oi  the  blind  men  began  a 
pravrr.  Instantly  all  hands  were  joined  as  a  .up 
upon  the  breast,  to  receive  the  answer,  and  as  the 
prayer  ended  the  hands  were  drawn  d..wn  the  face 
so  that  the  beh.iit  of  tlu-  prayer  nu^'hi  penetrate  the 
whole  being.     '1  he  crowd  then   sepau.ted. 

The  meaning  ..f  these  attiiudes  at  prayer  was 
explained  by  a  tourleuus  Arab  standing  by.  who 
liiank.-d  us  for  giving  a  coin  u.  tlu-  blind  men  as 
though  we  had  given  lo  him. 

"We  must  pay  great  respect  and  kindness  to  the 
blind,"  he  said,  *' for  our  Prophet  t.-aches  us  to  d.> 
this  in  the  Holy  Koran."  And,  seeing  our  deep 
interest,  he  w.-nt  .)n  :  "(Jn.x-  Mohammet.  whilst  in 
serious  discourse  with  rich  and  important  people, 
was  interrupted  by  a  blind  man,   Abdallah,  who  did 


in 
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iK.l  l-iiou  ih.ii  {[■■  uas  t;riL:.ij;<-il,  and.  uetiiiii;  lU) 
.■iiisucr,  asked  loiidiv,  'Oil,  .-qxtstlf  of  ("'d,  tfac  li 
Die  soinr  jjarl  ot  v.hat  (;<id  liatli  tauylu  tlirt- !  '  l>ul 
M(;liaininfl,  vi  xtd  al  tin-  iiiKrriiption,  fniwncd  and 
tunnd  auas  from  liiin.  i-'or  tliis."  said  our  Aral) 
trifiid  soU'inn!\,  '  llif  I'roplu't  was  admonislifd  Ijv 
Allali  in  liu-  Koran,  ami  fvrr  aflcr  he  shoutnl  not 
oidy  Ahdailali.  hut  all  blind  mm,  i,'r.-af  resin'rl  ;  and 
all  i:<jud  M(jsu'nis  must  do  llir  sauir." 

Thisi-xpianation.  i^ivi-n  wuli  su(  li  pt_-rft(t  couitrsy 
aiul  n-divcd  by  us  with  ready  KMatitudf,  l.d  to  tin- 
ht},:innin,i;  of  a  friendship  wbith  was  a  soura-  of  j^reat 
pU-asurc  and  [jrofit  all  lhrouL:h  out  stay  in  tin-  oasis. 
Ali  brii  Mfs^oud  from  that  dav  became  our  fn^iuent 
companion,  and  as  he  was  a  gentleman  ..f  education 
and  leisure,  a  pi«)us  Moslem,  deeply  learned  in  the 
Kor.in,  the  nli,ui<jus  traditions,  and  other  Arab  litera- 
ture, and  in  niaiiv  ways  more  ready  to  make  clear  to 
us  .-invthin.!;  in  which  we  were  interested  than  a  less 
cultured  and  enlightened  Moslem  would  have  been, 
uur    intercourse    came    to    be    one    of    our    _i;reatesl 

pleasures. 

We  remembered  how  travellers  in  Arabia  had 
saiti  that  no  one  who  h.ad  not  studietl  Islam  in  its 
own  lands  could  realise  the  minuteness  and  the 
multiplicits'  Mt  the  rules  \shi(h  are  continuall; 
observeil  in  all  the  common  acts  ol  daily  hie.  "  I  he 
position  (it  the  iliimibs  al  prayer  m.av  coinict  a  man 
of   lla^ranl    heresv." 

We  h.-ive  said  that  Tail),  oiu"  uuide,  was  an 
excellent  comp.inion ;  but  it  is  to  Ali,  so  deeply 
versed  in  evervthins::  connecti'd  with  his  relit:i(jn,  that 
we  came  to  be  intlel)ted  for  whatever  insight  we 
gained  into  the  lift-  of  the  Arabs. 

And   if   we   were  curious  about   the   n.itive   life  of 
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Atiiia,  All  u.i>  m  iin  u.iv  liilnnd  u-  in  \\'\>  tloiii* 
to  uiuifrstaiKl  ..inftliiiiu  nl  llif  (■iiiuliti<)ii>  under 
wliicli  uc  li\f  in  I'Jigland,  and  lindini,'  us  frank 
al)()ui  (lur  ^>\\n  iiahits,  and  in  no  way  disposed  lo 
treat  tlir  strant^e  ciistoms  and  superstitions  ot  his 
|)eopli-  with  anytliintj  short  of  respect,  while  he  saw 
that  we  rei,'arded  lite  oi^servances  of  liis  reii.uioii  with 
soiiieihinu  <)\  rt;verence,  he  t)eeaine  unreserved  in  tiie 
int(jrniation  in;  i,Mve  us. 

lUit  lit  u>  ((intinue  our  first  walk  roimd  the 
market,  jostled  as  we  .-^till  an-  hv  the  erowd  of  Arah 
men  and  hov.s  (not  a  woman  is  to  be  seen),  who  art- 
attracted  here  hv  all  the  inanv  motives  whicli,  n 
ever\-  part  of  the  world,  draw  men  to  a  general  mart. 
This  is  niostlv  a  retail  market,  anci  while  some  fiii,^ 
transaction^  are  uoin^  on  in  the  sale  of  dates  and 
Urain,  nearlv  e\erv  other  \endor  of  food  stutT  has 
arrani,^ed  his  iMHuiuce  in  little  piles  which  sell  tor  a 
sou.  Onions,  potatoes,  red-pepper  [)ods,  even  small 
(jrani,M-s.  are  ranL,'ed  in  this  wav;  and  the  fjutchers, 
not  to  Ije  (jutdone,  will  sell  ytni  a  sou's  worth  of 
dreatlful   lo<iI;ini,'  hones. 

In  one  corner  we  conn-  across  the  scribes, 
si)i;ctacles  on  nose,  solemnlv  writing--  letters  for  tfieir 
illiterate  (  lients,  and  lool^int;  verv  wise  as  ihev  turn 
into  classical  .\ral)ic  the  sentences  diitated  u>  them 
in   the   vulj.:ar  tontrue. 

Here  at  another  corner  is  the  Arab  book-shop, 
where  we  r<'alise  h.ow  few  books  are  available  for  the 
natives.  lUit  it  books  are  s(arce,  so  are  men  who  can 
read  them.  Those  who  can  enjov  a  j^ood  storv,  or 
who  have  a  taste  for  history,  induli^e  themselves  by 
nssemlijinu;  in  the  evening  in  (uie  (,.f  the  cafes,  where 
a  professional  reader  regularly  sits  at  iiis  desk  and 
reads  the  thriiliui;   stories  of   the   Thousand   Nights, 
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iir  <<t  I'lc  threat  licrocs  oi  national  liisforv,  \vlios<- 
marvelKuis  »xplitiis  at^aiiist  tlicir  rounlrv's  enemi 
rouse  tlu:  liuniblt'  lieartrs  to  li  r  t,rreatest  entliusiasi 
Tlif  man  uho  ran  read  llir  Arabic  of  the  classic 
books  is  a  threat  person- -great  in  the  eves  of  his 
neighbours,  for  whom  he  must  translate  it  into  the 
vernacular,  whii  li  alone  they  can  understand,  and 
particiilariv  great  in  his  own  eyes,  and  anxious  tfiat 
no  <jne  should  imagine  that  he  belongs  to  the  un- 
educated, whom  he  will  naively  describe  to  you  as 
"the  dirt  of  the  road." 

The  owner  of  this  Biskra  book-shop  possesses 
ev<'n  more  patience  than  those  amiable  gentlemen 
uho  in  l\i)gla!id  are  in  charge  <if  tiie  railway 
bookstalls,  in  the  way  he  submits  to  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  pretended  custoiner — with  the  difference 
that  here  the  Arab  sits  down  to  read  the  books  and 
papers  which  he  has  not  purchased,  and  has  time 
enough  at  his  disposal  to  consume  the  contfnts  (jf  the 
whole  shop.  Fortunately  for  the  bot)kstall  owners, 
l-"nglishmen  cannot  comfortably  sit  upon  the  tloor  of 
our  railway  stations,  and  1  do  not  imagine  there  is 
any  suggestion  at  present  to  supply  them  with  chairs. 

In  the  second-hand  clothes  quarter  (jf  the  market 
is  a  busy  scene,  and  here  we  meet  the  first  European 
\\f  have  seen  in  this  part  of  tlic  town  -  a  kindly 
hnglishman  who  has  become  greatly  interested  in 
one  of  the  inerry  Arab  boys,  and  is  showing  his 
good  will  towards  him  by  riggnig  him  in  a  second- 
liand  outfit  to  take  ilie  place  of  the  rags  which  are 
scarcely  decent. 

Knowing  tliis  man,  we  are  interested  in  his 
philanthropic  enterprise,  ami  venture  to  question  him 
on  the  subject. 

"Ah,"    lie    answers    to   our    raised    brows,    which 


I.OVI-    OF   SCKNT 


13 


sprak  in  such  plain  English  sentiments  about  the 
juciiciousness  of  his  art,  repeatinp  the  precious 
wheeze  about  "pauperising,^  the  poor."  "Ah,  wait 
until  you  know  these  folk  a  little  better,  and  you  will 
apree  with  nie  that  nowhere  are  there  a  people  who 
so  make  vou  feel  that  vou  must  do  something  for 
lh<m." 

How  true  this  proved  to  be  we  often  realised 
later,  as  we  found  ourselves— and  encountered  our 
compatriots — in  this  quarter  of  the  market,  keenly 
driving  a  bargain  so  that  some  young  Arab  scamp 
might  discard  his  rags  and  be  more  warmly  and 
decentlv  dad. 

Tucked  away  in  another  corner  of  the  market 
is  a  little  scent  shop,  to  which  we  were  attracted. 
Here  we  were  invited  to  enter  its  cool  shade  and  have 
a  leisurely  chat  with  the  owner,  who  proved  himself 
tM  be  an  iiuellig(^nt  man,  and  regarded  our  curiosity 
with  good  nature  and  was  willing  to  satisfy  it. 

It  seems  that  both  Arab  women  and  men  are 
very  fond  of  scents,  which  many  of  ihem  use  after  the 
ablutions  preceding  their  special  prayers.  In  the 
traditions  it  is  written  that  the  Prophet  s.ud,  "Oh, 
men.  bathe  ye  on  I-'ridays,  and  put  some  scent  on 
vour  clothes." 

The  popular  scent  is  musk,  for  this  was  highly 
esteemed  by  Mohammet,  who  believed  it  to  be  pleas- 
ing to  Allah — so  much  so  that  Moses,  after  a  long 
fast  in  preparation  for  the  high  honour  (h  sneaking  to 
Hod,  not  liking  the  savour  of  his  own  breath,  cleaned 
his  teeth  with  a  dentifrice;  upon  which  the  angels 
told  him  that  he  had  spoiled  the  scent  of  musk  in 
his  breath,  and  to  restore  this  he  must  fast  ten  days 
more.  Solomon  also  used  the  scent  v)f  musk  on  great 
occasions.    The  letter  mentioned  in  the  Koran,  which 
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he  sent  to  the  Oiicon  of  Sl.cli.-i.  and  wliirli  was 
clrf)ppc(l  into  lur  bo^om  by  tin-  lapwing  charged  with 
its  dclivoiv,   was  scented  by   the  Uing  with  nuisk. 

And  amongst  the  valiialile  presents  sent  by  the 
Oueen  to  Solomon  was  a  large  quantity  of  the  same 
scent.  In  the  Koran,  t'lo  ((ontiniietl  tin-  shopkeeper), 
among  the  delights  of  the  righteous,  "they  shall  he 
given  to  drink  of  pure  wine  sealed,  the  seal  whereof 
shall  be  musk,"  instead  of  the  ordinary  seal  <>f  clay.* 

Our  friend  Ali,  seeing  us  in  the  scent  shop,  joined 
us,  and  finding  we  were  disc  ussing  scents,  told  us 
that  the  I'rophet  alihorred  any  food  whii  h  gav(^  an 
ftffensive  odour  to  the  breath,  and  even  the  honey  of 
Medina,  v\here  he  lived,  he  gave  up  because  it  smelt 
of  the  strong  herbs  of  the  country. 

"Just  now,"  .Mi  continued,  "we  di  i  not  use  any 
S(cnt,  as  this  is  Ivamadhan.  Thi'  good  Moslem  does 
not  eat  onions,  leeks,  or  garlic,  or  such  like  veg<'- 
tahles,  when  entering  a  mosque  or  joining  in  public 
pravers,  although  they  are  not  forbidden  ordinarily" 
— we  had  seen  a  great  many  onions  on  sale  in  the 
market  "but  the  Prophet  would  not  allow  anyone 
(o  enter  his  prt'sence  who  had  recently  eaten  such 
things." 

.After  buving  a  small  bottle  of  musk,  which  we 
asked  -Ali  to  accept  for  i.se  when  the  month's  t'ast 
was  over,  we  came  (vut  again  into  the  simnv-  market- 
place. 

Passing  us  at  the  moment  was  a  strange  figure  of 
a  man  clad  in  a  single  old  brown-striped  garment, 
slipping  awav  from  his  bare  shoulders;  most  notice- 
able fr<im  the  fact  that  his  head  was  uncovered  for 
to  see  an   .Arab  man's  head  bare  is  the  rarest  of  ali 

•   This   »■■■  fnuiid,   on   rcferenr*'   to  our   transl.itinn   of   the   Kornn, 
n-.is  in   Siir.i   Kwiii. 
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siclits.  His  naked  iVrt  uerf  vriv  dirtv,  and  alto- 
i,'»'tluT  111'  was  a  rfpulsivc  t'ii;uri-,  ior  sincarcd  over 
tlif-  crown  of  liis  head,  which  was  sliavcd  hut  for  the 
sort  <^f  "pii^tail  "  (dyed  ri-d  with  hi'nna)  which  many 
Mohaniinfdai.s  it  tain,  w  s  a  patch  of  tlUhv  mud, 
sonic  of  wliirh   had  trickled  down   liis  l)are  back. 

We  lurned  inijuirinL,'! y  to  Ah.  whose  comment 
was  ihat  the  man  was  a  niarahout,  of  a  somewhat  low 
type.  t;i\cn  (s(.  far  as  his  ratlier  weak  intellect 
allowed)  «'ntirel>-  to  relii^ion.  .and  that  durinc: 
F\aniadhan  he  abased  himself  in  this  wav.  lie 
carrieti  a  lin  nni^',  .and  his  onlv  means  of  sul)sistence 
Were  ihe  small  (dins  occasionally  dropped  into  it. 

W'l-   u.-ithered   that   this   term    "mar.about"    was  a 

one         .'I  OI^l  VI  n  c  '       t/l      fll..      llwrlllT-      ..rl.  wol.i/^t       r.il  I /-ri/-....? 


amont:^  ordin.arv   mortals. 

man  becomes  dangerous  as  a  lunatic  he  is  cr)nfined, 

thouc:!)    he   is   still    treated   as   a   special    favourite   of 

Heaven." 

At  this  moment  there  ranc:  ""'"t  cle.ir  and  sweet, 
above  the  noises  of  the  market,  the  rrv  of  the 
n)ue/zin,  callinc:.  from  the  minaret  of  the  mosque 
close  by,  the  faitlifid  to  praver.*  At  I'v  firs':  sound 
our  friend  Ali  stood  stiil,  listenint:  with  reverence; 
all  the  Arabs  in  the  market-pl.ace  who  were  walkincj 
did  (he  sonie,  and  those  wlio  were  reclininj:^  stood  up. 

"Allahu  .Akbar!"  (C'.od  is  most  crent  I)  This 
IS  the  mr.vin.c:  cry  which  arrests  the  alti-niion  of  all 

Shortly  .ifr.'r  thi^  i]v  plrturrsqii.'  min.irri  w.is  pulled  dnvvn  as 
b'-ing   un5.if.\      I   hopf   hy  this  time  it   has  born   rfbuilt. 
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men  livf  nnus  .vi-rv  day:  tins  was  th.-  sound  wliiih 
I  had  heard  with  a  thrill  as  I  lay  in  brd  m  i\w  dark- 
ness of  tiiat  early  mornini;  jnsl  before  sunri:,e. 

What  was  the  Aral)  t  all  V 

Before  Ali  lift  us  to  nitrr  the  nios(iue  lie  kindly 
put  it  into  I'renth.  whuh   I   trati>late. 

"Allah  is  most  ^reat  !  (repeated  four  times).  I 
testify  that  there  is  no  f.od  but  God  I  (twice).  I 
testify  that  Moliammcl  is  ihv  ajiostle  ..f  (.od!  (twice). 
Come  to  praver  !  (twice).  Come  to  salvation  !  (twice). 
God   IS   mos't    i:Ti':H  !    (twice).      There   is   no   God   but 

God  !  '• 

The  cry  that  I  had  hearci  in  the  early  morning 
was  sliKhtiv  varied  by  the  extra  words  beinp  piven, 
after  "Come  to  salvation."     "I'rayer  is   better   than 

sleep  !  " 

\V1hii  Ali  rejoined  us  later  on  lu-  told  us  that  in 
the  old  da  s  fiiskia  was  a  rudely  fortified  town,  for 
the  caravans  journeyinii  thither  acr<jss  the  Sahara 
were  often  the  prey  of  those  barbarous  mountaineers 
of  the  Kabvle  rare  who  demanded  toll,  and  some- 
times robbed  tlie  whole  caravan;  and,  when  strontr 
enouph.  would  even  make  a  raid  upon  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  oasis  itself. 

Since  the  I'rench  occupation  these  men  no  longer 
dare  to  interfere  with  the  transit  of  commerce  across 
the  Sahara,  and  Biskra  has  ceased  to  fear  the  incur- 
sion of  roving  bands  oi  robbers  from  the  desert,  which 
at  one  time  kept  its  inhabitants  for  ever  tm  the  alert, 
and  forced  them  to  make  such  ramparts  as  were 
within  their  means. 

The  famous  race  of  Touaregs.  who  tracked  down 
their  prey  on  the  wonderful  running  camels,  and  were 
once  such  a  terror  to  the  traders  of  Biskra,  are  not 
yet    quite   extinct    in    the    remote   parts   of    the   vast 
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<l<>crt.  I  hey  get  over  fncirmdiis  distances  in  fmc 
(l.iy,  and  rush  Ukc  It-aping  tigrrs  ii[)()n  the  (aravan 
uhirh  ilii  y  have  tracked,  pfrJiaps  for  wvrU^,  with 
v.ondcrlul  subtlciv. 

Ilics'-  laravaiis,  yoing  in  (jutsi  of  gold  dust, 
hutTalo  .skins,  (,stri(  h  frath.Ts,  ivory,  and  at  one  time 
slaves,    were    rich    prey    to   their   enemies. 

An   Arab   proverb  says   "  Poverty   has  its  remedv 
in  the  Soudan." 

In   one  of   tiie   famous   stories   in    .\rab   history    it 
IS    related    how    Kreddaeiie,    who    was    ehief    of 'tiie 
louaregs.    was   killed    in  combat    by    Hen    .\Iansour, 
I-avnig  a  wife,  tall  and  handsome,   uho  promised  to 
marry  any  ..ne  of  tlie  tribe  uho  uould  bring  her  the 
iH-ad    of    Mansour.     Ould-Hi.skra,    in    a    terrible    vs- 
r<-d:(n,n  uhirl,  he  directed  against  the  tribe  of  .Man- 
s<nir.   killed   the  murderer.     The   widow  gave  IxTself 
t"  OiiM-Hiskra,    but   demanded   that   h.-   should   tear 
'!"•  '"art  out  of  the  enemy  and  give  it  to  the  dogs! 
Is  It  not  possible  that  it  i^  from  this  Ould-Biskra 
iM.-il  this  oa.is  gets  its  name;  that  the  seven  villages 
have  always  converged   to   Biskra   market-place,   and 
flini  It  IS  an  etymological  error  by  which  the  F'ren.li 
'•■'ve    ,ome    to    call    one    part    of    the    oasis    "\'ieux 
Ij-iskra,  •  uhen  the  whole  of  it  is  really  named  after 
tlx'  warn.,r  Ould-Biskra.  just  as  the  village  of  S.di 
*>kt)a  IS  named  after        own  hero? 

\Ve  took  leave  of  Al,  uith  an  assurance  that  he 
vN"Uid  earn  our  sincere  gratitude  if  he  would  help 
us  in  future  days  to  satisfy,  if  only  in  part,  the  deep 
'nterest  and  cur.usitv  uhich  had  already  b.>en  an.used 
m  our  minds  by  our  surroundings. 

Could  we  ever,  my  vufe  and  I  asked  each  other  ret 
^nswers  to  all  the  questions  which  our  highly  stimu- 
'ating  experiences  were  arousing  in  our  minds? 
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\Vr  air.-.ulv  Iclt  Ih.n  we  sli.-uhl  hr  nimv  th.-.n 
h.mpv  anion-'  tlH-..  pnm.tiv..  pmpl--,  v.l.o  secmod 
r.-ulv  in  <  n<-'  li-  ^^<•l(um.•  and  admit  us  i--  llu-ir  liK'"- 
lu-anrd  .onipanmnship,  in  nturn  f.-r  uliu  li  u'"  r..ul<l 
n.,i  l)ui  f.M-1  lliat  uf  uant.'d  in  n.ntril)ut.  somctlini,!,' 
to  tlicir  liappinfSS. 

rii,.  iliicf  ^;l<>rv  of  liiskra  is  the  splendid  liouf 
of  sunsri,  wh.n  thV  vaM  .  m  Ic  of  mountains,  hrnk.-n 
onlv  l)v  llic  narrow  op-'nin^  to  tin-  soutli  towards  tlic 
illin,,tal)l.-  sra  of  ih.'  Saliara.  is  glorified  with  such 
hramv  as  one  rould  nevr  have  ima^Mued,  Irom  what 
,,ne  lias  previously  kn<.un,   in  northern   latitudes,  of 

"  'Th.re  was  scarrelv  a  dav  .mi  which  this  "vision 
splendid"  failed  us,  and  aluav>  th.'  late  afternoon 
f.uind  us  .ilher  on  the  hill  of  the  lort  on  the  Beni 
Mora   road,   or  walkinj^   hy   the  river  b.-d. 

The  turr.l  <.f  th.'  H.'itel  K.nale  was  built  to  nun- 
niand  this  w..nd.-rful  s.ene.  and  by  th.-  kindn.'ss  of  the 
(wvn.rs  no  obje.  ti.ui  is  taken  to  its  ascent  by  visitors 
who  are  not  stavini;  in  the  hotel. 

-ll„,>c  wlio  think,  as  w.-  did,  that  the  beauty  of 
this  s.ene,  in  which  tile  oasis  s.'ems  f..r  a  time  to  be 
rau-ht  up  into  th.-  atmosphere  of  a  celestial  world, 
is  In-st  .njov.'d  in  solitude  and  away  from  the  com- 
ments of  men  (som.'  of  wh..m,  though  .  ..l.>ur-blind, 
ar.-  s.)  well  bi.'d  that  ev.Mi  to  a  sunset  they  think  they 
,„„st    do   th.-   ".ivil    thin,^")    NMll    di.K)se    the   wider 

platform.* 

I  shall  never  for^'et  the  si^ht  which  on  that  first 

•  I  ,ni  r.  nu-.!..l  cf  •'  u>.,„.ni  nf  iru.  I.,„u:.shire  orif;iii  who.  in 
l-.-vrl  wh.n  ,..;^.l  In  fn.u.l.  ..(  n.ir.-  in  .  ummmt  on  th.-  b",.ut,os 
.,r,.  MinM.,  uhi.h  i~.  I  l>.li.v,..  though.  ...  1..-  on.,  nf  tlv^  un.qu. 
^lor|.-s  of  ihr  wnrUI,  s.r„l.  uiti,  ..  ,!•  li.inn.  M\- r.iUon,  Wvll.  il  . 
v.:^   b.  itor   than    I'vi-    s.:rn    at    Southi.K)rt  !  " 
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'■vrnintr  I'lirsi  upon  our  \  i.w  ,is  we  I. •it  tli..-  shade  of 
fhr  i,Mr(lcn>  and  iwriird  down  i!ir  r'.ad  b^   the  Oasis 

Hotil. 

Siill  in  sl,.id..w  <iiirs.lv«'s,  wo  looked  up  towards 
'ii«'  narniw  ..pciung  (,f  the  road  on  u,  t|„.  fartli.-r 
i'ank  nt  ill,,  river  and  ihc  mountains  hcyond.  Tliore 
thr  V,  h,,!,.  s(.nc  uas  batlird  in  an  iniense  gl(,u-  .jf 
pearly  iiiaiivc  infns.-  atid  y.;t  soft  and  k-ndcr  of 
Midi  iin.x[)r,  ted  l.rntitv  as  almost  to  tal<(!  away  our 
hrcalli. 

'I'll''  illumination  now  ( aiiplit  tlif  ovfrhanpinj; 
I'ank  of  ih.-  nvrr,  ilirn  it  li>:litrd  with  soft  precision 
ti"-  I'Hiu  linr  of  tlir  dwHIniKs  of  the  nomad  ( r.lony 
'^■■ttl.  d  .,n  III,-  ,,tlirr  side  of  the  river  hvhirh  in 
ordinary  (layji^h.  is  onlv  ju>l  Msible),  until  earl,  tent 
seemed  like  a  littl^'  pavilion  of  beauty  set  on  a  terrace 
<'  Uold.  I„  ,h,.  intrnsf  ^dow  we  could  plainly  see 
ll>e  wluN-  hguivs  of  Arabs  moving  about  at 'their 
^ven.n;;  task.s,  ,  hietly  ,,f  bringing  in  the  sherp  an.l 
g'Kits  and   tethering  the  cattle. 

'ihen  away  up  to  the  mountains  the  .-ye  travelled 
to  feas,  on  Ih,.  ,.,h,.n.al  beauty,  as  the  colours  glowed 
and    died    on    the    different    hills,    with    effects    that 
••lianged  uith   every   moment  as  the  sun   sank  lower 
in  tilt-  West. 

In  a  few  seconds  the  .dg<'  of  the  river  bank  was 
I^:ft  o  darkness;  then  the  great  circle  of  light,  so 
v.v.d  as  to  have-  almost  as  dear  an  edge  as  the  shaft 
trom  a  searchlight  lantern,  crept  away  from  the 
nomad  tents,  leaving  th.-m  m  turn  to  darkness,  slowly 
w.thdrawmg  across  the  plain,  up  the  mountain  sides. 

•"''•'•laM  hill,  uhich  stands  as  a  mighty  sen.rnei 
•  !..■  galeuay  of  the  desert,  stood  alone'with  one 
urtwool  the  higher  peaks  in  the  light. 

Still    the   golden    line   crenr   on     ...,.;!    _.   .. 
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who   l.fl    It    (lothril    in    Its    pl.ini    hrcwii    ;iiul    yrllow 
rr.hrs,   y^l.idi   lac  k.'d  tlir  (!.•>  orati-.n  <.t  <-v.-n  a  sin^'l( 

tree. 

Isuallv  tlir  bcaiitv  <>(  the  miiimm  fad.'S  (lui.  kly. 
.md  IS  lMll.,ur.l  l.v  ...'mi>lft.-  darknrss,  N^ith  scarcely 
any  twiliv,'lu.  N()w  and  tli'-n,  howcvrr,  iht-rc  lingers 
a  df-ep  ncl  K>"W  on  tli.'  \v.-si,rn  horizon;  above  this 
r.'d  ih.Tf  udl  !).•  a  l)road  band  ..f  vivid  ^r*-' n.  vlnl.- 
,!„.  j^-rral  vanh  of  liravm  i-  of  pur.sl  blur.  Onr 
nifniorabk-  ni^dit  thr  mifnsitv  of  tins  vision  of 
h.-avenlv  colour  uas  in  rrasrd  i)y  tiu-  briv;htnfss  of 
ihp  rvrniiiK  star,  wlicn  \'.-nus  tuinklrd  out  iiuo  the 
(f-ntn-  of  thr  \\.'strrn  k'"^^-  '"  '''"  >"ll"^^^"t'  ^^^'  ''" 
the  sparkling'  HkIhs  of  ii-axm,  svliuh  in  llic  southern 
sky  havf  a  brauty  unknown  to  thos.-  who  ncvi-r  U-avp 
llic  lands  encircled  by  llif  noitlurn  mists. 


cii.\i'1i;r    II 

A   i.mi.K   i'a(;i:am    oi    iiasihkn  i.ii  f.  as  seen 
IN  nil-:  (;akui:ns  at  hiskka 

MvNV  friends.  Ii.i\c  imai;ni(d  tlun  our  litr  at  Miskra 
iiir  a  ulinlf  wini.r  must  lia\c  brcn  ilull,  and  wlun  wt- 
iia\c  replied  that  ui'  never  had  a  diili  niDnient.  tlit-) 
have  asked  us  to  tell  them  what  ut-  found  to  do. 
I  his  is  no  easy  ihin^^  to  put  into  words  wfiK  h  tan  he 
unijerstood  by  those  who  have  no  expi-rience  ot  primi- 
tive hie  in  a  land  of  almost  unbroken  sunshine,  and 
with  a  people  like  the  Arabs. 

lo  the  bustlini,'  lui^lishman.  who,  to  be  happy. 
must  always  be  i/-'/«;'.  lite  in  an  oasis  would  "bore 
him  to  d.ath  "  after  the  first  few  days;  intleed,  we 
saw  the  hasty  departure  of  several  people  of  this 
I  lass  during  the  winter,  who  went  l)ark  to  the  modern 
dehyhis  of  Algiers  because  in  Miskra  they  cuuld  nut 
Inid  a  single  thing  of  interest   to  "do." 

Hut  over  others  .something  of  the  Arab  spirit 
and  philosophy  cumes.  and  tlu-  claims  of  that 
vigonjus,  intensive,  exacting  life  to  which  they  have 
been  accustomed  at  home  gives  way  to  the"  quiet, 
dreamy  enjoyment  of  mere  existence.  '  It  is  as  though 
Iliey  had  smoked  the  pipe  of  kief,  and  had  reached 
tliat  state  in  whicli  they  had  attained  the  passing 
enjoyment  of  mere  .sen.se,  the  pleasant  languor,  the 
dreamv  tran-juillity,  the  airv  caslle-building  which. 
Burton  said,  takes  the  place  in  the  Iva.st  of  the  ener- 
getic, passionate  life  of  liurope. 
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Th<"^p  Aral)  pt-opU-  truly  regard  work  as  travail, 
and  \u:\tT,  any  of  tlu'in,  let  its  claims  entirely  possess 
them.  Out  of  the  easy  contentment  which  they  culti- 
vate, and  which  their  relij^ion  encourages,  and  with 
the  childlike  impressibility  of  nature  and  exquisite 
sensibility  of  nerve  which  ihey  possess,  they  find  full 
happiness  in  quiet  and  contemplation. 

It  is  a  very  true  observation  that  in  the  Hast  man 
wants  little  but  rest  and  shade;  h*  is  perfectly  happy 
smoking  a  pip*.-  or  drinking  a  cup  of  colTee.  Under 
these  conditions,  what  the  Arab  hates  most  is  dis- 
turbance of  mind;  even  conversation  must  be  kept 
out  of  troublesome  channels,  and  he  will  abruptly 
turn  from  a  serious  subject  when  it  begins  to  weigh 
upon  his  spirit.  The  displeasures  of  memory,  the 
vexations  <jf  thought,  any  domineering  pressure  of 
obligation  or  possible  duty,  these  are  things  he 
avoids  as  a  curse. 

"Is  it  true,"  I  was  often  asked  by  Arab  friends, 
"that  in  England  there  are  gentlemen  who  have 
money  in  tlie  bank  and  who  still  work  every  day?" 

"Yes,  there  are  millions  who  do  this  in  I-^urope." 

"Sir,  it  seems  impossible.  What  is  the  good  of 
money  in  the  bank  if  your  work  is  still  your  master?" 

A  question  which  I  found  it  diflficult  to  answer. 

It  is  obvious,  if  one  can  put  oneself  in  some 
degree  in  tune  with  this  philosophy  of  life,  and 
establish  a  pleasant  relationship  with  its  followers, 
that  here  is  the  perfect  cure  for  those  who  are  worn 
with  tiie  over-strenuous  conditions  of  life  at  home, 
and  harassed  by  its  pressing  cares,  which  for  a  time 
thev  are  trying  to  escape,  in  tiie  hope,  if  possil)le,  ot 
finding  healing  in  tlie  "i:)ipe  of  kief."  To  such  as 
are  wanting  a  cfimplete  rest,  and  are  willing  to 
leave  behind  tlum  their  old  habits  of  civilised  activity, 
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.ind  to  adjust  tlu-ir  minds  to  a  ii<  u  outlook  upon  lilc, 
there  is  no  spot  so  suitable  as  this. 

But  in  my  i)\\n  case,  tlioutjli  I  was  in  scarcli  of 
rest  and  change,  I  was  nt)t  seekiiii,'  absolute  idleness 
or  stagnation  of  mind.  Like  FLigar,  1  sought,  in  the 
region  of  the  mind    - 

"    I  he  Ii.'ippy  mean,  ot  wealth  and  want  I)itween — 
Eiiiiut,'})  of  want  to  stimulate  tny  mind, 
Enoui,'!]  of  wealth  to  keep  my  mind  serene." 

I  have  said  that  during  our  long  stay  we  never 
had  a  dull  moment.  We  even  arranged  to  have  our 
breakfast  at  a  table  in  one  of  tlie  windows  of  the 
hotel  overloijking  the  road,  so  that  we  might  lose 
nothing  of  the  ceaseless  pageant  passing  along  the 
road,  which  never  failed  to  interest  us.  Arabs  and 
negroes  of  all  sorts  were  continually  going  to  and 
fro,  while  many  of  the  guides  and  bcjys  sat  in  the 
gardens,  in  \iew  of  the  hotel  dcMjrs,  so  that  none  of 
the  visitors'  movements  should  escape  them. 

It  is  the  custom  of  the  Frenchwomen  of  IJiskra 
to  hire  the  small  Arab  boys  of  the  place  in  the  morn- 
ing to  carry  the  great  open-mouthed  baskets,  made  of 
plaited  palm  leaves,  in  which  thev  gather  from  the 
different  provisicMi  stalls  in  the  market  their  stores 
for  the  day.  These  boys,  with  tht^  smaller  fry,  are 
full  to  the  brim  of  the  joy  of  living,  and  as  they 
dance  and  twirl  along  the  road,  with  bare  feet,  and 
with  their  one  garment  of  brilliant  hue,  from  brightest 
pink  to  deepest  yellow,  flashing  in  and  out,  now  into 
the  shade  of  the  gardens,  now  out  again  int(j  the 
sunshine  of  the  road,  they  are  the  embodiment  of 
gaiety  and  grace. 

Breakfast  over,  we  cross  the  road,  where  room  is 
made  for   us  by   Arab  friends  on    the   -arden  .seats. 
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Ui-.r  point  strii(l<  au-  fnjin  the  first:  llit-se  Arab  men 
and  bows  never  rcjse  from  their  seat  when  we 
approached,  as  an  lingHsh  boy,  with  equal  manners 
in  other  respects,  would  have  done.  Ulven  '1  aib, 
wliose  manners  were  in  every  way  those  of  a  gentle- 
man, would  greet  both  my  wife  and  me  without 
getting  up.  By  a  casual  question  put  to  All,  we 
discovered  that  it  is  held  to  be  very  overbearing  in 
a  man  to  require  others,  however  lowly,  to  rise  for 
him.  It  is  said  that  Mohammet's  disciples  never  rose 
when  he  entered  a  room,  as  they  knew  he  disliked 
an  act  which  would  seem  to  suggest  arrogance  on 
his  part. 

Soon  we  are  surrounded  by  a  small  crowd  of 
chattering  boys.  'Iwo  or  three  of  them  will  be  boot- 
blacks, and  these  will  sit  on  their  boxes  quite  close 
to  us;  others  will  be  errand  boys,  who  will  stop  on 
the  way  to  chat  with  the  new  "tourists,"  squatting 
at  our  feet  the  while.  There  is  the  greatest  ease  of 
manner  and  good  feeling  between  us  all,  and  much 
conversation  on  many  different  subjects;  on  my  side 
I  tell  them  of  the  wonders  of  London  and  Paris, 
on  theirs  they  describe  to  me,  with  gayest  humour, 
the  merits — and  otherwise — of  the  tourists  of  previous 
seasons,  and  produce  from  the  recesses  of  their 
scanty  garments  many  picture-postcards  which 
"patrons"  have  sent  them  from  different  Continental 
cities. 

It  is  astonishing  to  find  what  conversational 
powers  some  of  these  young  scamps  possess  and 
of  what  picturesque  language  they  are  capable.  I 
was  describing  how  in  London  the  hotels  rose  floor 
atjove  floor  (two  stories  is  tiie  most  Biskra  boasts  of), 
and  how  people  are  carried  to  the  top  floors  in  lifts. 
'I'hcn,    again,    how    we    have    railways    running   at   a 
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great  deptii  from  the  surtaie  ui  the  i^round,  the  trains 
also  being  reached  by  lifts. 

A  recitation  ui  all  tlu'>e  wonders  left  them  almost 
speechless  with  astonishment,  when  Sassi,  an  imp 
of  ten  years,  being  the  first  to  find  his  tongue,  said, 
"Monsieur,  it  is  wonderful;  for  when  one  looks  at 
the  map  of  the  world,  F.ngland  appears  like  a  little 
Frencii  racecourse  in  tlie  middle  of  the  desert,  and 
vet  it  is  tres  riclie  ct  trcs  grande." 

These  Arab  boys  are  very  proud  of  the  few  words 
of  English  they  have  picked  up,  and  which  thev 
repeat  very  often,  and  there  is  much  laughter  over 
their  attempts  to  learn  from  me  one  or  two  new- 
sentences,  such  as  "May  I  clean  your  boots,  sir?" 
to  he!p  them  in  their  travail,  of  which  they  speak 
much,  but  accomplish  little.  I  am  convinced,  h(;w- 
ever,  that  they  are  not  all  idle;  indeed,  we  afterwards 
knew  several  lads  who  worked  hard  and  regularly, 
especially  one  who  was  engaged  by  a  French  baker, 
and  always  worked  all  night;  several  as  railway 
porters,  and  others  as  domestic  servants  to  the 
French  residents.  In  a  small  place  like  this  there  is 
not  enough  work  to  go  round,  and  in  the  summer 
the  heat  is  terrible  and  must  leave  its  impression 
on  their  habits;  and,  of  course,  there  is  always  the 
Arab  view  that  work,  as  such,  is  a  curse. 

An  Englishman  who  came  to  liiskra  later  in  the 
season  told  me  an  anecdote  of  the  boy  whom  he 
employed,  which  illustrates  this  idea  of  work. 
Messoud  was  in  luck's  way  this  season,  for  in  addition 
to  his  regular  employment  with  a  bean-seller  in  the 
market,  my  friend,  who  was  studying  the  language, 
engaged  him  for  his  off-time  to  talk  Arabic  witii  him, 
paying  him  a  regular  sum  each  day.  As  the  lad  did 
not  want  the  monev  for  his  immediate  needs,  it  w.ns 
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hanked  tor  linn  wiili  inif  I'f  lln"  slicpkccjuTs  in  wlium 
he  hatl  (onlitlcmc,  and  as  tin-  days  wcnl  on  lio  Ijcyan 
to  cunsidtT  hinisvll  (|uii<-  a  ricli  person. 

"And  what  will  you  do  willi  this  nionry,"  my 
friend  incjniied,  "wIkii  1  am  mine?" 

His  .answer  ])nts  the  Aral)  philusfijhv  into  a  nut- 
sli.Ih 

"I  shall  leavi-  it  with  tlu-  siiopkeeper  until  next 
June,  when  the  hot  weather  he,  ins.  Thfii  I  shall 
give  notice  to  the  bean-seller  to  leave  him  ;  I  shall 
ial;e  my  mon<'v,  [lark  up  my  things,  and  ^o  by  train 
to  .Setif.  There  in  the  mountains  (it  is  several 
thousand  feet  above  the  se.i  level)  I  ^h.atl  icalk  about 
for  three  months.  I  ii.i\i-  many  friends  there,  and 
I  shall  meet  them,  drink  olTee  with  them,  and  talk 
much  with  them.  1  shall  stay  witii  my  sister,  wlio 
lives  there,  and  to  make  sure  that  I  shall  be  welcome, 
I  shall  buy  for  her  on  the  day  tiiat  !  arrive  a  sack 
of  corn  ami  other  jmox  isions." 

"But,"  commented  my  friend,  "why  not  save  your 
monev,  add  more  to  it,  and  one  day  buy  a  palm 
garden  ?  " 

"  No  I  "  was  the  answer,  "for  I  mi^ht  by  staying 
a  wiiole  summer  in  liiskra  get  a  mahuiic  and  die.  and 
then  I  shoulil  lose  my  money,  or  my  garden,  and 
nut    ha\e   h.'ul   the   gooil   lime!" 

To  have  money  in  the  bank,  and  yet  to  work 
everv  d.iv,  that  is  a  foolishness  which  must  be  left 
to  people  .as  stuj)itl  as  the  I'jiglish.  "What  is  the 
use  of  life  if  you  do  not  have  a  good  time?" 

1  have  a  little  joke  with  these  boy  friends,  that 
I  am  to  lie  paid  one  fianr  for  each  lesson  in  English, 
and  -.vIk  n  1  remind  them  of  this  tliey  instantly,  with 
laughing  e\e-,  and  gleaming  teeth,  hand  over  to  me 
their  little  purses.     They  all  love  mimicry,  and  laugh 
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thli^liti  iilv  v.licn  I  iinitatr  iluin  to  nriv  ii<\v  frifiid 
who  may  jinn  us.  I  never  met  an  Aral)  ulio  dul  not 
ai>prc(  iatc  a  joke,  even  when  against  liimself.  W'tien 
I  became  more  familiar  with  them  thev  would  shake 
hands  as  a  sii^n  of  gratitude  if  I  made  them  laugh, 
as  this   is   their   habit   amongst   themsel\fs. 

W'itli  all  their  fun  there  is  no  rowdiness,  and 
t^vtn  in  laughter  they  think  restraint  is  proper,  and 
that  any  loudness  is  the  sign  iA  a  fool.  I  noli(  e-d 
(hat  no  Arab  evei  whistled,  and  found  that  it  is 
generally  held  lo  be  unlawful  to  the  pious,  beeause 
oi  the  ver.s<?  in  the  Koran:  "And  their  prayer  (the 
unbelievers)  at  the  House  of  Ciod  is  no  other  tiian 
whistling  through  the  lingers  and  clapping  of  the 
hands."  It  was  believed  that  some  of  the  inlidels 
of  the  Prophet's  day  at  Me'dina  used  to  whistle  on 
[jurpose  lo  disttrrl)  iiim  at  his  prayers,  pretending  to 
be  at  prayer  also  themselves. 

There  was  one  exicption  in  the  matter  of  rowdi- 
ness.  Master  Sassi,  whose  facility  in  poetic  expres- 
sion I  have  already  mentioned,  began  lu  exceed 
the  bounds  of  good-natured  fun,  and  his  naughtiness 
attractetl  the  eagle  eye  of  Madame  Jean-Jean.  He 
was  warned  onc«'  or  twice,  and  then  one  day  summary 
punishment  descended  upon  him.  In  the  midst  of 
his  antics  Madame  apjieared  at  the  hotel  dixjr.  ad- 
dressed one  or  two  forceful  observations  to  us  «m 
such  conduct  c'cst  nu'chant  -and  promptiv  ordered 
a  big  boy  to  haul  the  small  culiirit  off  to  the  police 
si.ition;  where,  on  Madame's  word  alone,  he  was 
whipped  and  detained  for  some  hours. 

The  transformation  was  wonderful.  Sassi 's  {)olite- 
ness,  especially  to  me  (tor  it  was  to  me  that  he  was 
showing  rudeness  on  that  fatal  morning),  was  superb, 
and   his   bows,   fez   in    hand,   almost   to  the   ground, 
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were  drollness  itself.  His  "linn  jour."  and  "How 
are  you?"  wlien  we  met,  and  liis  profuse  "Bon 
appi'lit,"  "Bonne  couclw,"  wlunever  he  saw  us  going 
into  tlie  liotel,  were  a  daily  delight. 

Wiien  .Sassi  saw  dust  on  my  boots,  I  had  much 
ado  to  keep  him  from  brushing  them  with  his 
burnous,  and  as  a  further  mark  of  devotion  he 
offered  for  four  sous  to  procure  me  henna  and  show 
me  how  to  stain  the  nails  of  my  right  hand  and  both 
the  hands  of  my  wife.  In  every  way  a  r«formed 
character,  he  chattered  to  us  incessantly  in  French, 
and  for  mischi'  "^  we  had  now  nothing  but  innocent 
drollery. 

One  has  read  much  of  the  repugnance  and  con- 
tempt of  .Mohamnxcil.ms  for  luiropeans.  liurlon  says 
that  no  one  who  has  not  lived  with  them  disguised, 
as  he  did,  can  have  any  conception  of  its  extent,  so 
well  is  the  feeling  veiled  under  the  garb  of  innate 
politeness,  and  so  great  is  their  reserve  when  con- 
versing with  strangers. 

I  can  only  say  that  in  my  experience  this  is  ex- 
aggerated. 1  think  the  Mohammedan  is  often  in- 
expressibly shocked  by  what  is  \o  him  our  loudness 
and  want  of  reserve,  and  the  self-assurance  of  the 
ordinary  European,  who  takes  it  for  granted  that 
these  "barbarians"  will  recognise  him  at  once  as  a 
much  superior  being  whc»se  patronage  of  them  will 
be  gratifying.  The  casual  tourist  never  seems  to  get 
any  ct  njeption  of  the  depth  of  pride  there  is  in  the 
Arab  nature,  or  that  his  gentleness  is  not  feebleness, 
but  the  result  of  a  universal  code  of  deportment  and 
good  manners. 

In  the  bearing  of  men  towards  each  other  we 
have  much  to  learn  from  the  Arabs,  and  if  travellers 
would  approach  them  remembering  this,  thev  would 
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\n-  met,  not  witii  reserve  or  contempt,  but  with  a 
charminp  friendliness  and  a  toiirtly  frankness  which 
would  n(jt  fail  to  add  to  the  pleasure  of  their  stay. 

Twice  at  the  bepinninp  of  my  stay  in  Biskra  I 
met  with  deep  resentmi-nt  tlirouj^h  an  ij,'norant  act. 
The  first  time,  wisliiiij,'  to  attract  tin-  attention  of 
mv  puide  when  he  was  some  distance  away,  I  ivhistlcd 
to  him.  I  shall  not  forget  the  pained  and  horrified 
look  he  turned  upon  nie,  and  the  llxedness  with  which 
he  declined  to  respond  to  mv  call. 

One  day  later,  when  one  of  my  numerous  juvenile 
friends  offered  me  his  hand — as  all  Arabs  constantly 
dc>— and  I  shook  it  with  my  left  hand,  I  was  again 
met  with  (he  same  sort  of  resentment.  Snatching 
his  hand  away  the  boy  said,  "  Vou  should  not  give 
me  your  left  hand  !  " 

I  was  worried  about  this  until  I  found  from  my 
friend  Ali  that  it  is  the  rule  to  honour  the  right  hand 
above  the  left,  to  use  the  right  hand  alone  for  all 
honourable  purposes,  and  the  left  for  actions  which, 
though  ne'-essary,  are  deemed  unclean.  Knowing 
this,  1  took  the  first  opportunity  to  apologise  to  the 
boy  for  what,  quite  unintentionally,  must  have  been 
an    insult. 

The  habit  of  shaking  hands  is  unfailing,  and  no 
thought  of  social  distinction  is  in  any  way  a  limit 
to  it.  It  is  enjoined  in  the  traditions  and  founded 
upon  the  I'rophet's  example,  for  he  is  reported  to 
have  said.  "There  are  no  two  Moslems  who  meet 
and  shake  hands  but  their  sins  will  be  forgiven  them 
before  they  part." 

To  some  Fnglish  visitors  the  habit,  especially  as 
practised  by  the  small  boys,  is  vexatious  and  wanting 
in  respect,  but  on  the  part  of  the  Arab  it  is  intended 
as  a  sign  of  confidence  and  friendliness. 
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Another  art  so  comtnon  with  us,  and  which  is 
ahhorri'nt  to  the  Arab,  is  ymvnin;^'.  I  duttrtcd  thai 
a  yawn  on  my  part  was  Hke  a  doiu  he  of  cfild  water 
on  our  intercourse,  vliih-  on  tlie  other  hand  a  sneeze 
se<'nied  to  have  instant  apjjfoval.  I  found  that,  as  a 
sarred  duty,  they  always  said  after  sneezinj^',  "(eid 
he  praised  I  "  tlie  reason  heinj;  that  Mohammet  U>\<\ 
them  "(lod  loves  sneezing  and  hales  yawning."  As 
for  yawning,  it  is  of  the  devil.  "Therefore,  if  any 
f)f  you  yawn,  let  him  suppress  it  as  much  as  possible. 
If  he  cannot  stop  it,  let  him  put  the  back  of  his  left 
hand  upon  his  mouth,  for  verily  when  anyone  yawns 
and  opens  his  mouth  the  <    vil  laughs." 

It  is  a  curious  thing  that  although  it  is  forbidden 
in  the  Koran  to  "call  one  another  by  nicknames,"* 
the  Arabs  are  much  given  to  the  habit.  There  was 
one  droll  character  in  our  pageant,  a  lad  named 
•Achmed— -a  s;id  rogue,  I  fear,  but  a  most  amusing 
one.  Sharper  even  than  the  average  youth  (and  for 
observation  and  intui'i.jn  the  dullest  Arab  is  an 
astonishment  to  the  Kuropean),  Achmed  had  not  only 
picked  up  a  good  many  Knglish  and  (".erman  words, 
in  addition  to  fluent  French,  but  he  was  able  to  mimic 
the  personal  eccentricities  of  most  of  us,  and  imitate 
us  in  voice  and  style  of  address.  He  was  a  born 
flatterer,  as  he  was  a  genius  at  begging  and  in  the 
art  of  ingratiating  himself  with  anyone  likely  to  serve 
him.  He  was  one  day  trying  to  cozen  a  half-franc 
out  of  my  pocket.  "French,"  he  said,  "no  good! 
(iermans,  so,  so!  Fnglesh,  very  good!"  He  then 
gave  me  the  drollest  imitation  of  the  way  in  which 
the  I'rench  and  (lerman  tourists  resisted  his  wiles, 
ending  with  a  very  flattering  picture  of  the  easy  and 
courteous  way  in  which  an  Knglish  gentleman  would 
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■'■;'•  df  to  his  r<'(iiicsts,  |-"itulinj,'  I  was  not  to  bn 
::..iuii,  he  fell  to  self-pity;  "J'oor  Aclini.-d!  no  the, 
no  cafe,  no  kous-kous  :  no  pcrr,  no  mere,  no  couchc!  " 
He  was  so  cotniral  in  his  \vo(l)('t;<in<-ni-ss  (hat  hr  j,'nl 
my  lialf-franc;  hut  afterwards,  t()  tlu-  ^Tcat  dcli^lit  of 
his  friends,  in  wlii'  !i  he  himself  shared,  he  became 
Mamped  witli  the  name  <.f  "  I'oor  At  hmed  !  "  and  mv 
litt!'-  recitation  oi  his  woes  mc)st  of  winch,  by  the 
way,  were  imaginary     always  caused  amusement. 

IJurton,  who  was  himself  nicknamed  "father  of 
mustachios,"  tlKnight  tiiat  this  habit  is  the  effect  of 
acute  observation  and  the  want  of  \arietv  in  proper 
names.  One  of  iiis  acquainfant cs  appeared  not  to 
like  havings  been  called  the  "father  o(  a  nose."  But 
there  is  nothing  disrespectful  in  these  allusions, 
certainly  nothincf  opprobrious.  .\mont,'st  these 
peo[)!e  you  must  be  father  of  soniethint;.  and  it  is 
l)etter  lo  be  father  ot  a  feature  than  of  a  cool<inp-pot  ! 

The  deportment  of  (he  Arabs  has  always  called 
forth  (he  admiration  of  Furopeans.  I  tliink  (his 
dignity  is  more  than  the  mere  natural  bearing  of  a 
proud  pe(>i)Ie,  whi(  h  it  is  generally  thought  to  be  ; 
it  is  the  outcome  of  much  of  the  teaching  of  their 
religion. 

I  had  many  talks  with  Ali  as  we  sat  in  the 
gardens  on  this  subject.  Often,  as  we  talked,  a  fine 
old  .\rab  gentleman  passed  and  re-passed  us,  a 
benign  and  gentle  figure,  always  engaged  in  telling 
ihi-  be.ds  of  a  n.sary  *  which  he  carried  in  his  richt 
iiand.  ^ 


*  'I  Iv     hi-lcrv   nf  ih.' 
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"M*-  li.is  >,'i\tn  up  the  umld,"  rcniarkcd  Ali, 
"and  now  spends  nil  his  linu-  in  ihc  worship  of  (iud. 
His  ri)saiv  consists  of  a  liundiiil  Ixad.N,  and  he 
n-ritcs  uith  it  tht-  nintty-ninf  'most  rxirlhiit  titles 
of  (i.id  '  •  whieli  are  to  l)e  foiiiid  in  the  Kenan, 
tojjetlier  with  the  essential   name  of   'Allah.'" 

'I'lie  |'r()phit  was  <»n(f  askeil,  "O  I'rophet  of 
Cod,  the  ruh-s  of  I>lain  are  many.  UH  me  one  tiling 
by  whi<h  I  may  gain  sure  reward."  "Let  thy  tongue 
l>e  always  moist  in  the  remembrance  of  (iod  !  "  was 
the  repiv.  l-"rom  this  the  recitation  of  the  titles 
grew. 

I  remark  on  the  dignity  of  the  old  man's  bearing, 
and  .Mi's  reply  is  signifl    •"•. 

"No  pious  Mo.slem  would  be  dilTerent  from  tliat. 
In  bovhood  he  is  taught  that  he  must  not  hurry  as 
he  walks,  for  that  is  a  sign  of  levity;  neitlu/  must 
he  be  unreasonably  halting,  ft»r  that  would  betray 
dullness.  He  must  not  stalk  like  the  overbearing. 
In  spitting  or  blowing  the  nose,  even,  he  must  be 
careful  that  no  one  sees  or  hears  liim  ;  and  he  must 
on  no  account  eat  anything  in  an  open  place,  lest 
a  poor  hungry  person  see  him  and  be  paineii.  In  all 
things  he  should  so  behave  as  not  to  incommode 
or  disgust  others.  Our  Prophet  taught  that  '  modesty 
is  a  branch  of  faith.'  The  Koran  says,  '  The  servants 
of  the  Merciful  are  those  who  walk  meekly  on  the 
earth,  and,  when  tiie  ignorant  speak  to  tin m,  answer 
"  Peace  !  "  ' 

"Should  it  not  give  strength  and  dignity  to  a 
man's  bearing  to  know,  as  the  Moslem  does,  that 
he  is  attended  each  day  by  his  two  recording  angels, 
'  whoir    Allah    hath    appointed   to    write    down   your 
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actions;  wliu  know  thai  wliicli  \r  ilo,' "  "  said  All. 
"TIk-  ain:tl  on  tlir  rii,'lif  hand  rt-cords  thr  ^ood  dcrils. 
and  that  on  llit-  left  the  evil.  TIu-m-  an^L-ls  arc 
(  hnnj,'«-d  every  day,  ami  their  presenee  is  very  real 
to  us;  so  miirh  so  that  Mohammet  enjoined  that 
if  '.•  an-  ohhj^'ed  to  spit,  it  imisf  not  he  in  front  or 
to  liie  ritrht  hand,  but  to  the  left.  Mciore  we  he^in 
our  pray  's  we  salute  the  recording  anj^U'ls  l)v  a  sh^^hl 
turn  of  the  head  touards  eaeh  shoulder." 

The  next  niorninp  .\li  haiul.d  me  a  heautifiilly 
written  slip  of  paper  witii  tfir.e  verses  from  the  F\oran 
written  on  it  in  .Xrahic  We  referre'd  t(.  them  in  my 
ropy,  and  tliey  were  as  fo!!<.ws  : 

'•OI)srrvr  prayt-r.  anfi  enjoin  tb;-  rJKlit  and  forbid 
thr  wroni,'.  and  be  patient  under  whatever  .hall  betide 
t.hrr;  for  this  is  a  bounrlcn  dutv. 

"And  distort  not  thy  fa<e  at  men;  nor  walk  thou 
loflilv  on  the  earth;  for  (iod  lovcth  no  arro^-ant,  vain- 
glorious one. 

"  Hut  let  thy  pace  be  middling,';  and  loner  thy  voire; 
for  the  Last  pleaMu-  of  v.t>i<  es  is  surely  the  voi(  e  of 
asses."  t 

"That,"  .said  Ali,  "my  father  found  for  me  when 
I  told  hin.  of  your  remarks  about  our-  dcporlmcnt 
do  yoi,  ,all  it  ?     The  Koran,  you  see,  is  our  book  of 
manners  as  well  as  our  Bible." 

I  now  knew  why  the  Arab  boys  alwnvs  joked 
about  my  "  f- nglish  march,"  when,  to  k.-(-p  myself 
warm  after  sunset.  I  tramped  up  and  down  in  a  way 
which  only  their  politeness  kept  them  from  describ- 
ing as  arropant.  One  small  friend  told  me  tiiat  I 
ualk-ed  "like  a  fantasia"!  And  I  was  no  Iont,'er 
Puz/led  as  to  why  even  the  poor<-st  of  bovs  would 
*  Sura   lx.xxii.  f  Sura  xxxi,   ,(,,   ,;,    ,s. 
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retire  into  tlic  most  private  part  ot  ilie  gardens  to 
iiide  liims.lf  while  he  ate  the  gutcaii  to  uhicli  I  had 
treated  him. 

Silt  li  IS  the  Aral)  modesty  of  -ondiict  that  pentie- 
meii  of  Ali's  standing  always  rontrive  to  he  very 
seldom  seen  in  the  niore  pui)lic  mails  or  places  of 
resot.  If  it  was  necessary  for  All  to  move  about 
in  the  town  more  than  usual,  he  wouki  show  the 
j,'reatest  int;eiiuity  in  doinc:  it  in  such  a  way  as  to 
escape  observation,  a  very  dinicult  thing  to  accom- 
plish when  there  are  Arab  eyes  aljout  ! 

One  morning,  after  I  iiad  been  in  Biskra  about  a 
month,  when  I  made  my  appearance  one  of  the  small 
bovs  outsif'  the  hotel  remarked,  "Ah,  monsieur  has 
on  a  new  pair  of  boots.  Tliat  makes  three  pairs, 
one  rearlv  new,  one  with  a  stitch  gone,  and  this 
new  p,:ir"'  !  'I'hese  boots  were  all  identically  of  the 
sanu-  make,  and  mv  wife  did  not  know  the  difference 
between  them  ! 

And  .'mother  morning,  when  I  went  down  the 
side  street  to  fasten  the  shutter  of  my  bedroom 
window  which  was  rattling  in  the  wind,  and  could 
not  for  tlie  moment  determine  which  was  my  window, 
an  Arab  boy  wliom  I  had  never  seen  before  said,  "Do 
vo'.i  look  for  the  window  of  vour  chamber,  monsieur? 
This  is  it  !  " 

To  speak  in  the  same  chapter  of  Arali  meekness 
and  of  Ar.ib  pride  may  seem  a  contradiction,  but  it 
is  (-(^rtain  ttiat  in  their  remarkable  character  the  two 
tilings  are  reconciled.  "Ye  are  the  best  nation  that 
hath  been  raised  up  to  mankinrl,"  says  the  Koran;* 
and  r\.r\  Mohammedan  fervently  applies  this  to 
himself.  In  another  Sura  it  is  written,  "Walk  not 
proutllv   in   the  land,    for  thou  canst   not  cleave  the 

*  Sura   iii,    inh. 
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pnrth  nor  rqunl  the  niDunt.iin.s."  *  WliiK"  ainoriijst 
the  strnnp'st  savings  of  tin-  I'rophct  (recorded  of  his 
private  conversation)  is  tliat  in  which  he  swears  by 
Allah  that  his  follouirs  must  desist  from  hoastinj,' 
of  their  forefathers.  ".Mankind  are  all  the  sons  of 
Adam,  and  Adam   was  of  the  earth." 

Our  hoy  'I'ail)  was  a  L,'o()d  instance  (tf  this  r< >m- 
hination  of  cenileness  and  pride.  Ordinarily  liis 
placidity  was  unrufTled  by  the  slii^htest  sit,Mi  of  self- 
assertion,  Init  wlien  an  [-Inclish  clergyman  siin;pested 
to  him  that  \v  would  like  him  to  become  a  Christian, 
the  .Mdslem  [)ride  burst  forth  in  a  tierce  flame.  "Does 
lie  know,"  he  said  to  me  in  a  \()i( c  trembling  with 
indii^'nation,  "that   I  am  a  .Mussulman?" 

These  Arab  men  are  physically  a  fine  rac«',  with 
inconiestable  qualities.  As  a  ride  thev  are  slend<-r - 
they  make  i,'reat  lun  of  a  man  w  Iio  is  portly  and. 
thanks  to  their  clothing.:,  which  does  not  fetter  their 
movements,  and  .  cially  to  the  baboosh,  which  do 
not  cramp  their  feet,  their  movements  are  verv  c^race- 
ful.  They  walk  with  a  m.  n  which  kinps  mipht 
copy,  and  their  bodies  acquire  a  purity  of  line  whicii 
the  sculptor  mii;Iit  rejoice  in. 

loo  much  has  been  marie  of  the  haughty  and 
imperiurbabh-  gravity  ..f  their  habitual  expression. 
They  certainly  give  one  such  an  impression  at  first, 
but  it  is  always  temp.-red  on  accjuaintance  by  their 
good  nature  and  (  hildlike  h.ve  of  the  himioroiis  and 
tlw  gay.  Dignity  they  do  cultivate  with  deliberate 
study,  and  they  hav.-  a  steady  faith  in  Cnd  which 
gi\.-s  th.-m  calm;  but  T  nev.T  found  an  .\rab,  how- 
••v.r  old  and  reverend,  who  did  not  respond  heartily 
'<'  a    iokc. 

I  was  sitting  in  the  gardens  one  day  surrounded 
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by  mv  native  bov  friends  ulien  one  ol  them  pointed 
out  f',  me  an  approaching  Arab  figure  and  jokm^ly 
told  me  to  say  to  him  in  Arabic  as  he  passed,  "Naal 
cfen  Warapethum."* 

The  resuh.  the  b..vs  all  eagerly  told  me,  would 
be  that  the  man  would  cut  my  throal!  Of  course  I 
rarefuUv  repeated  the  fatal  sentence,  ar'  to  the 
delight'of  mv  (umpanions,  made  as  if  1  meant  to 
challenge  the  dour-looking  creature  with  it;  equally 
of  course,  while  I  observed  him  closely,  I  avoided 
provocation  of  a  foe  of  whose  attributes  1  was 
entirely  ignorant. 

This  man,  so  different  in  type  from  the  ordinary 
Arab,    was    thick-set    and    short,    rather    high    and 
round-shouldered,  and  decidedly  bow-legged,  so  that 
he  lacked  the  dignilv  of  carriage  which  is  so  remark- 
able in  the  Arabs  as  a  race,  as  much  as  he  lacked 
their   geniality   and    handsomeness   of   countenance. 
He  was  a  Mozabite,  one  of  the  sects  of  Islam  which 
are   regarded  with   traditional   hatred  by  all  others. 
There  are  manv  Mozabites  in   Biskra,  as  in  all  the 
other  towns  of  Northern  Africa.     And  so  clear  is  tlie 
type  that,    having  seen   this  one   man,    in    his  dirty 
gandoura,   to   which    his    round   shoulders   gave   an 
ugly  twist  in   front,  his  untidy  turban  wound  care- 
lessly round  the  back  of  his  head,  and  with  his  slip- 
shod  gait,   there  was   never  any   diflkulty   again   in 
identifving  one  of  the  tribe. 

It  was  with  great  interi-st  that  we  afterwards 
studied  these  Mozabites.  for  they  were  in  almost 
every  characteristic  the  opposite  of  our  Arab  friends, 
excelling  them  in  industry  and  commercial  skill  and 
stability,   whilf  I.k  kinc  in  every  way  their  charm  of 

*    "  ("ur-'    ilv    ii'lii;ic'ii    (■(    vour    firvi    ..ruTsini,"    ilv    m.in    who 
imirdirid  Ali,  ili'    l'r(iplv.t\  -un-in-l.iw,  in  ilv  nio>cjur  at   B.igd.id. 
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inamnT,  tluir  c  Icaiilinos,  aiitl  tlu-ir  sociability. 
Never  durint,'  tlie  wliole  winter  did  I  unce  get  speecli 
uitli  a  Mozabite     man  or  boy. 

I'roin  an  Hnglish  triend,  who  spoke  Arabic,  and 
had  ventured  U)  ask  one  of  them  a  question  on  the 
subject  of  tlieir  language  (which  also  ditTers  from 
ordinary  Arabic).  I  learnt  that  such  is  their  pride 
that,  although  he  went  luuiibly  and  addressed  his 
man  as  "Oli,  ni\  lord  I  "  he  got  a  bare  answer,  given 
with  the  utmost  condescension. 

One  of  my  phologra()hs  of  the  market-{)lace  is 
taken  from  the  roof  of  an  Arab  cafe.  A  Mo/abite 
occu[)ies  a  shop  with  a  flat  roof  near  bv,  from  which 
a  much  better  picture  could  be  taken,  but  altiiough 
I  tried  every  sort  of  wile,  and  suggested  a  variety 
of  rewards  (in  which  several  pliotographi-rs  would 
have  combined  to  swell  tlie  value),  I  and  my  .Arab 
messengers  were  met  with  the  flattest  of  refusals; 
and  in  the  end  it  was  made  clear  to  us  that  the  offer 
of  a  bribe,  no  matter  of  what  value,  would  not  suffice 
to  get  a  Huropean,  or  an  Arab  of  another  tribe, 
through  the  house  of  a  Mozabite,  by  w hich  way  alone 
the  rc.i  could  be  reached. 

These  Mozabites  come  from  M'zab,  a  colony  of 
seven  adjoining  oases  in  the  desert,  about  no  miles 
from  Algiers,  and  about  400  miles  from  I.aghouat, 
to  the  soutli.  The  population  of  M'zab  is  only 
25,o<x),  so  that  it  is  easy  to  see  how  these  people, 
in  i^roudly  declining  all  social  intercourse  with  any- 
one born  of  another  tribe,  !i.'ive  produced  such  a 
very  pronounced  type  that  even  the  youngest  boy 
of  them  is   recognisable  at  a  glance. 

Little  children  of  this  rate  we  never  saw.  for 
so  strict  is  the  sect  in  the  barrier  which  it  s«-ts  up 
to   preserve    itself    from    any    intercourse     except    in 
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iratliiiL^  uitli  tlio'c  <iut>itlr,  that  iio  Mo/aliiic  may 
hrinu;  hi>  wile,  <ir  aiu  (  liiltl  uiult-r  ten  vfars  old, 
auav  fi<mi  lii>  own  (ouiuiy;  nor  nia\  hi-,  on  any 
ground  wliatt  vcr,  niariv  in  any  otlu-r  ijlaie. 

'Ilic  men  leave  M'/ab  to  i-ngage  in  all  kinils  of 
(-oniincrcf,  anil  tlit-ir  iiulu.^try  and  skill  niakr  tln-ni 
till'  ni(j>l  siK  ((^--I'ul  bankcr.s,  butcliiTS.  uroccrs, 
draprrs,  and  (oal  dcalt-r.s  in  all  the  t(;\\ns  as  far  south 
from  Aleiti-^  as  liiskra.  'i  lit-y  art-  joini-d  by  liu-ir 
bovs  when  tlirv  have  rcaclu-d  tin;  ajj^t-  limit.  W'lu-n 
tlifv  li.'ivc  gained  a  rompi  tency,  they  return  to  their 
\s  i\eN  aiul  small  children  in  .M'zab,  and  another  mem- 
ber of  the  familv  (onies  out  to  suiceed  tliem. 

'rile  iMo/abites  torm  a  uell-organised  conmiercial 
sofietv,  or  frt ''masonrs',  bv  which  lliey  lielp  each 
other,  in  all  the  tow  lis  ot  .\lg<Mia,  to  success  in  tratle. 

'I'hev  arc  \crv  stricib'  go\erned  bv  a  religions 
bodv  called  the  .Xssembh'.  i!  a  Mo/.abite  is  con- 
victed of  drinking  uiuc,  or  colfee,  or  <ji  smoking,  or 
of  fri'ijuenting  houses  of  ill-f  nne,  i orporal  punishment 
is  inllicted  iiixm  him  bv  his  brethren,  at  a  time  and 
place  ap|)ointetl  b\'  lliein,  in  llxing  which  they  take 
c.ire  to  ilotlge  the  interference  of  the  I'"rench  authori- 
ties. In  the  pn'seiice  of  the  l-'rench  thev  atfett  inan- 
mrs  lull  of  respect,  biit  in  realitv  the  M<i/abite  is 
dominated  by  a  spirit  of  caste  mj  strict  that  lie  detests 
and  misunderstaiuls  all  o'her  r.tces.  In  this  they 
shait.'  in  common  with  the  Israelites  -with  whom  they 
ha\f  mam  .irunities  the  Oriental  jjride  which  makes 
them  nmsider  themselves  superior  to  the  rest  of  man- 
kind. 1  hev  follow  the  |)re(  ejjt.i  ot  the  a<sas.sin  of 
.•\li,  the  son-in-law  ol  the  Prophet,  and  hence  the 
iraditiunal  hatred  for  them  of  the  ordiii.'irv  .Vrabs. 

On  the  ro.id  to  (  )ld  Biskra,  on  the  right-hand 
side,     is    .1    large    en*  losure,     liiddiTi     inside    a    high 
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v., ill,  li.i.iiiu;  .ippaifiitly  n:>  fiuiaiuf  cate.  I-'or  a 
Ioiil;  time  we  wfic  puzzk-d.  ilurc  bfin},^  no  date  tros 
urowinL:  in  it,  ;is  to  what  it  umld  \n-.  'I'lii-ii  All 
inforiiu-d  us  that  it  was  the  Mozabitr  ct.im'ttT)  . 
Bcf<jrf  it  was  built-  on  compulsion  of  tlie  I-'rcnch 
authoritifs  tlu-si-  pi-ojjlf  followed  tiicir  antii'iit 
practice  of  never  burying  any  nienii)er  of  their  trilx-, 
no  matter  where  he  died,  in  any  place  outside  their 
(>\\n  (ountrv. 

In  fiiskra  this  custom,  combined  with  their  great 
parsimony,  leil  to  f^rave  scandals,  for  when  a  man 
(lied  it  was  thought  to  be  far  loo  costly  to  send  liis 
remains  specially  to  M'zal),  and  so  the  bodv  wa.s 
prcMcrxed  in  brine  until  a  caravan  happened  to  l)e 
L'ointj  on  i,a-neral  business.  Ali  declared  (and  'Verv 
Arab  in  liiskra  believes  it)  that  at  the  time  the 
I'rench  authorities  tocjk  action  there  was  a  corp.se  in 
the  b;.  k  premises  of  almost  e\er\-  Mozabile  sho])  in 
Biskra  ! 

l.'nder  compulsion  they  bouj^'ht  a  plot  of  f^^rouiul 
for  a  cemetery,  and  surrounded  it  with  the  hi_i,'hest 
wall  in  the  t<jwn,  so  as  effectually  to  screen  the 
fimeral  ceremonies  and  the  i,'raves  from  the  observa- 
tion of  inl'idel  eyes.  Tile  entrance  doors  were  at  first 
inaile  in  the  wall  on  the  Old  Biskra  road.  Stone- 
throw  inj^  with  the  Arabs  is  a  token  of  hate;  and  ever\ 
man  ami  boy  who  pas.^ed  the.ie  doors  threw  a  stone 
at  them,  until,  fearing;  that  they  would  be  i)roken 
entirely  down,  the  Mozabite.s  built  up  the  <jpenin_i; 
and  made  an  entrance  on  the  other  side  of  the 
(emetery,  where  it  is  entirely  out  of  siyht  of  the 
pas.sers-by. 

l?ut  although  the  men  are  so  hated,  in  tlie  matte  r 
of  business  the  Arabs  rely  upon  their  integrity;  evea 
to  the   extent   of  one   ol    the   boys   uf    whom    1    iiave 
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prt'viously  .s|)()k»'n  asking  a  Mozaljite  shopkeeper  to 
take  rare  ot  liis  savings  during  the  season,  until  he 
was  ready  to  go  to  Setif  "to  walk  about  tor  tliree 
months."  I'hey  run  successfully  a  number  of  banks 
in  the  great  commercial  centres. 

Among  the  small  crowd  of  youngsters  who  often 
surrounded  us  in  the  gardens  was  a  poor  unfortunate 
boy  named  Smain,  wiio,  with  m<jre  or  less  diligence, 
sought  work  as  a  bo(H-l)lack.  He  looked  pale  and 
unclerfetl,  and  because  he  was  less  bright  and  con- 
tented-looking than  the  other  young  scamps,  he 
attracted  the  sympathetic  notice  of  a  charming  girl 
visitor  from  Canada,  whom  he  addressed  as  "Miss 
Mav,"  and  to  whom  he  became  very  attached.  Day 
by  day  during  Miss  May's  visit  he  gradually  shed 
all  his  hideous  ill-litting  liuropean  clothes  and  a  pair 
of  awful  doun-at-heel  boots  (evidently  long  before 
cast  oil  by  a  I'rench  dandy),  until  he  became  com- 
pletely transformed  by  the  nice  white  Arab  robes 
and  the  comfortable  leather  baboosii  into  quite  a 
pleasant-looking  Arab  boy. 

And  during  the  season  we  saw  many  fostering 
a(  ts  of  kimhiess  of  this  sort  ^m  the  part  of  visitors, 
giving  continual  evidence  of  the  assertion  that 
nowhere  as  here  do  you  tind  people  whom  you  feel 
that  you  must  do  something  to  help. 

1  watched  an  episode  grow  out  of  the  kind  interest 
of  Miss  May  and  her  friends  in  these  boys  which 
amused  me.  J  hese  young  ladies  would  often  sit  in 
the  gardens  and  talk  to  our  little  crowd  of  acquaint- 
ances, and  to  amuse  them  would  introduce  what  we 
call  "parlour  games,"  mostly  played  with  a  pencil 
and  paper. 

On  this  particular  morning  there  was  an  un- 
usually  nunieious  gathering,  and  one  of  the  young 
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ladies  belliuiii^lit  lit-r  ot  a  gamr,  oiuc  (v^pular  at 
honiL',  in  wliicli  the  ditfeiciit  players  in  turn  take  a 
pencil  and,  with  eyes  shut,  attempt  to  make  an  out- 
line drawing  of  an  animal.  'l"o  show  these  boys 
what  she  meant,  she  t(;<)k  tli<-  peiuil  fu^t  and,  tightly 
shutting  her  eyes,  proceeded  to  draw. 

Whether  it  was  a  tribute  to  her  skill,  or  to  Arab 
intuition,  1  don't  know,  but  almost  at  once  the  boys 
detected  that  ><he  was  drawing  the  outline  of  a  pig. 
1  saw  signs  of  the  feeling  of  absolute  disgust  steal 
over  them  ;  and  then,  without  a  single  word,  they  all 
slipped  away  through  the  trees.  With  delight  I 
watched  the  artist  add  the  s(juiggle  which  meant  a 
tail,  and  then  (jpen  her  eyes — to  find  all  her  com- 
panions vanished.  In  blank  astonishment  she  turned 
to  me,  and,  having  a  keen  sense  of  humour,  we 
laughed  together  over  the  explanation,  of  which  she 
had  no  previous  idea.  Pig  in  any  form  is,  of  course, 
held  in  great  abhorrence  by  all  Moslems,  being  for- 
bidden in  the  Koran,  a  fact  of  which  I  had  seen  much 
evidence,  but  I  did  not  know  the  feeling  was  so  deep 
as  to  have  the  power  U>  disperse  a  number  of  veritable 
"street  Arabs  "  at  the  mere  suggestion  of  the  drawing 
of  a  cochon  in  fun. 

A  boy  friend,  to  whom  we  became  greatly 
attached,  was  Bendriss,  a  sturdy  lad  of  fifteen,  whom 
we  otten  saw  as  he  went  backwards  and  forwards  to 
the  French  school.  Many  were  the  pranks  he  played 
upon  me,  a  favourite  amusement  of  his  being  to  track 
me  stealthily  in  the  gardens  like  a  Red  Indian,  taking 
me  by  surprise.  Like  many  Arab  boys,  he  was  very 
amusing  and  interesting  in  conversation.  More  even 
tiian  most,  he  made  expressive  use  of  ins  hands, 
knowing  and  using  the  whole  language  of  the  liands 
by   which   the   Arabs  often   convey   a   great   deal   of 
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iiii;miii^  \ulliMiit  spcikiiij;  .1  woiii.  1 11  sciiou  and 
ifi^Mft  llif  |)alnis  ol  till-  liaiul>  an-  liiiii(i.l  tluu  iu\aid>>. 
To  express  disMiu  in  every  iDiin  lliey  wave  the  raised 
foretiiii^er  of  llir  ri^dit  hand.  'l\)  ilismiss  a  siibjeit, 
and  ti»  e\|)ri'ss  llic  linisli  ot  anylliin^,  they  extend 
eat  h  liaud  in  turn  aiul  sliarply  ilraw  over  it  th<;  otiier 
pahu. 

One  div  Henchi>>  tli\erly  slioucd  us  how  with 
liis  le/  lie  lould  imitate  the  liead-dress  ol  each  of  the 
regiments  of  .soithers  ulio  had  l)een  stationed  at 
Hisiira. 

Altliouuh  then*  is  among  these  peo[)!e  haiiily  any- 
thing of  what  we  lall  ilass  distinction,  we  were  told 
with  great  cinprcssonfiit  many  limes,  wiieii  our  Arab 
friends  met  us  with  Bemlriss,  that  he  was  of  a  most 
nohie  family,  and  tliat  his  father  was  trcs  riclu',  a  tact 
in  wiiich  tiiev  all  seemed  to  take  great  pritle.  On 
the  lj(»v's  pait  there  was  not  the  slightest  eonscious- 
ness  of  this,  antl  it  ct-rtainly  never  made  the  least 
iliiferenee  in  his  di-aling  with  other  Ijoys.  And  often 
this  merry  yuung  seamp  would  drop  all  his  play- 
fulness, and  with  seriinis  fare  lead  a  poor  old  ijlintl 
Arab  num  (of  whom  tlu-re  were  too  many)  up  to  nie 
to  ask  me  if  1  would  not  like  to  give  him  a  sou  ! 

IJendriss  lodged  in  Biskra  during  the  s(  hool  term, 
his  home  being  at  VA  Outaya,  twenty  miles  or  so  up 
the  railuav.  One  day  I  met  him  looking  very  sjiry 
in  what  one  might  call  his  seeond-best  clotiies.  I 
knew   it  was  not   holiday  time,   so   1   (juestioned  him. 

"What  is  ilir  meaning  of  this?" 

"Oh!  I've  got  a  ciKiL^i-,  a  h(jlidav  !  By  the  two 
o'clock  train  1  am  going  home  for  two  days.  Oranges 
in  niy  father's  garden"-  he  enumerated  the  tielights 
in  stole  "koiis-koiis  made  by  m\  mother,  horses  to 
ride,    no  work   to  tlo  I  "      To  exiuess  his  pleasure  he 
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.  mild  '■nlv  pill  .(I!  ili<-  linu'TN     nil  ..mint)  <>t  lii->  rij,'lit 
li.iiid  lo^filiiT  ■■.in!  u,i\r  llinii   1    '  .iiiil  ilown,   "-.iyinj,' 

"  lU'ilUCDUff  !    /i('.J(U()H/>/  " 

I  |)H'lftulfil  li)  Ix'  uri-atly  >lu»k<-d;  ^~in\  I-'  li.ul 
i.iit  !t»iiL:  hftn  l);i<  k  fnmi  lii>  Cliristinas  lii>lula\  and 
tlial  it  \\a>  a  si  aiidal  llial  lie  had  ^i »  mm.ii  ^ot  a  lOiin' 
ai^aiti. 

"  Sir,"  he  replied,  wiili  a  -jrax  iiy  that  w  is  «  '>iiii(  al, 
"it  is  t.id  Id  \  i.rk  liM»  imuli.  It  yi.u  do  iii't  liavt 
tiiniii^li  holitlav"  lurt-  lu-  sii  k  in  every  limb  in 
iinilalKui  of  senile  dei  ay     "you  \'.  ill  lia\e  a  pals\  !  " 

W'l-  parted  with  the  inevitable  ban  isliake.  both 
laiii;liin,u  heartily.  I  l)''\e  often  wondered  siixe  how 
an  Arab  bov  ot  lil'teen  came  to  know  even  the  name 
of  a  ihsease  uhich  was  t..e  result  of  overwork. 

liendriss  writes  to  us  sometimes,  m  i;ooil  I'reni  b. 
lie  IS  to  ^o  on  from  the  Hi-kra  s(  hool  to  (lie  univer- 
silv  at  Constantin.  ,  .and  then  lu;  wants  to  enter  the 
iMeiii  h  army  as  an  otiii  er  of  .Sp.ahis,  i  native  rej^'i- 
meiit.  lie  is  determined  to  visit  London,  and  as 
b;nt;lisli  is  laiii^dit  .it  tin;  university  (we  afterwards 
had  proof  of  how  well  it  is  tauf^bt  by  meeting'  .\rab< 
i-diuated  there),  he  was  determine*.!  to  le.irn  it.  W'e 
sent  him  an  Mn^lish  tlietionary,  anil  in  rejilv  be  said 
he  hoped  when  we  returned  to  Hiskr.a  (and  we  must 
^.,^0  aL;ain  ne\i  \e.ir)  w.  sIkjuIiI  tind  that  he  (  ould  t  die 
in  our  oAii  laiu'U.iL!e  to  bis  [•■')!  canuinnlc. 


CIIAPTF.R     III 


I  AST.   h;asi,   and  a  (;h».at  rHAViK 

W'l.  li.icl  only  Ixri)  in  Fiiskra  n  tt-w  days  ulicn.  in 
a  sin;; If  niijil.  a  <  iii  i«uis  (  liani;!'  sicnictl  to  lis  to  lia\  f 
come  tivi-r  all  llii-  iiativr  i)i'|)nlati(m.  'I  liric  was  a 
^'n-al  lallinc-nlf  in  tin-  .^nod  .s[iiriis  even  ol  llu-  vounj,'- 
sUts,  and  towards  attiTnoon  onr  fomid  si^ns  of 
irrilal)ility  wliich  were  disconcerting,',  'llu-  ci^arctti-s 
wliicli  I  offcrfd  were  not  altoj^'ctlu-r  di-i  lin<(l,  but  I 
noticnl  lli*v  it'IIc  o|  ilnm  snioUrd  tlicin,  l)Ul  put  tticin 
inti)  llifir  pot  kits.  As  tlic  (la\  wore  on  'I'ailj  srcincd 
to  lose  what  lilllc  fncrL;v  lie  orii,'iiially  liati,  and  to 
all  m\  (lui-stioiis  .'i>  to  tin-  i  aiiM-  he  t;a\<"  lii»  usual 
answ<'r,  "  I  do  not  know  ." 

However,  at  last  wr  found  an  Aral)  wlu)  con- 
lirined— uliat  1  had  suspi-ctetl  that  we  were  at  the 
l)eginnin;,'  of  the  month  of  the  L;reat  I'"asl  wlu'  h  has 
be»'n   previously   mentioned. 

DuriuLT  the  whole  month  <if  Ramadhan  every 
Moslem  who  hopis  to  ^^ain  Paradise  practises  a  strict 
fast  each  day  trom  sunrise  to  sunset,  1)\  express 
command  ot  the  Koran.  'This  ])articular  month  was 
chosen  because  in  it  the  Koiaii  was  sent  down  trom 
heaven.  It  be_;ins  when  the  new  moon  a])pears, 
and  lasts  till  the  apjiearance  of  the  next  new  moon, 
during  which  time  the  faithful  must  abstain  from 
eating,  drinking,  and  all  indulgences,  from  daybreak 
till  sunset. 

'ihey  iiiav  eat  anil  drink  "until  ve  can  dislin.LUiish 
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,1  uliitf  lliri-.ul  Irnm  ,i  bl.u  k  llirr.id  l)>  lln'  clay>rrak, 
[\vn  fasi  strutly  uiuil  ni]k;lit."*  So  st-viTt'ly  is  ihc 
ifijiHK  tioii  iihsrrvfd  that  ciiiriii),'  llif  last  tlicy  siifTtr 
notliini,'  to  enter  their  ni'Mnhs  or  other  |)arts  of  their 
bodies;  even  to  smell  a  perfume  is  to  break  the  fast; 
and  tliev  must  not  i)athe,  or  purposely  swallow   their 

spittle. 

It  there  is  a  jilivsical  impedimeiU.  the  l"ast  (an  I)p 
fiostponed  until  the  ohstai  le  is  remo\cd,  when  it  must 
l)^•  observ«'d  for  an  eijual  number  of  days,  ami  the 
brenkm^  of  the  la^i  niiisl  be  expiated  bv  i,'i\  inj,' nim-^. 

'I'he  Moslem  year  beini;  lunar,  ea*  h  month  runs 
throtijjh  all  the  different  s<as()ns  in  the  cours*'  of 
fhirlv-three  years.  I'p  to  Mohammet's  day,  the  year, 
bv  unsrientillc  interralation,  IkkI  been  made  to  a^'ree 
roughly  with  the  seasons;  unfortunately,  having  no 
knt'wled^e  of  astronomv,  Mohammet  made  a  very 
bad  mistake  in  alteriii)::  tluN  arranu'enienl.  by  insist- 
ing' on  the  \car  beini,'  tweKc  lunar  months;  and 
confusion  has  ensued  e\er  since. 

The  calculation  of  dates  is  almost  beyond  the 
power  of  the  ordinary  Arab,  who.  in  the  matter  of 
reli^Moiis  festivals,  awaits  the  announeemeni  of  the 
marabout.  As  for  his  own  birthday,  he  leaves  it  to 
his  mother,  who  is  the  only  person  interested  enough 
to  be  at  the  trouble  of  rememberinpf  such  a  date. 

There  b-'inj,'  no  intercalation  to  make  the  year 
correspond  with  the  course  of  the  sun,  it  amounts  to 
about  ;^^b  day.s  <)  hours,  brin^inj^'  New  \'ear'.s-day 
about  eleven  davs  earlier  than  in  the  preceding  year. 

In  the  year  of  our  visit  (ivo<»).  as  Ramadhan  was 
in  November  and  December,  the  hours  of  fastinp 
ilid  not,  of  course,  entail  such  suiTering  as  when  the 
fast  falls   in   the  summer  time;   then,   in  addition   to 

*    Sura    ii.    183. 


4'- 


1III-:  i)i:si:rt  (iatf:wa^ 


111--  l.m^  liouis.  the  intiiisc  heat  !nal«s  tlif  ahstinriK-c, 
opt'  lallv  ironi  drink,  alnmst  uiihiaralilc 

Hut  cxtii  at  this  time  nf  llir  \<ar  in  Biskra  tin- 
fast  was  srviTf  cnmiL:!!  t(.  make  tlif  setting  "f  the 
sun  a  \t-\  \\cl(.inic  event.  At  a  l,mm'11  nicnuMit  a 
L:un  was  hied,  and  tlx'n  lln-  i<\«Irv  hmk.-  tcilli.  as 
thiist  anil  Imuiuit  wen-  assuai;<d  aiul  tlir  (onvivial 
uistinits  <,1  the  people  were  a^ain  '^w'-n  plav.  'I  lie 
(  ales  i)r,  am"  <  n.wded,  and  cusloni  at  llie  Aral)  <atinr:- 
iiouses  and  the  r<'freslinient  stalls  was  as  brisk  as  at 
a  lair.  'I'lie  llarin^^  lights  were  tnrneil  en  to  their 
fulle.;t  power,  lor  at  all  times  an  Oriental  hates  drink- 
inu  in  .'uiv  hut  a  hritrlu  li^hl.  and  more  espe<  ially 
afl' r  a  depre--    inu;  day  of  ahstinein  e. 

'I  h'-  !<oe[)ers  of  the  eaf«s  at  r>iskra  had  discovered 
the  merits  of  the  acetylene  liuhtine  in  its  very  early 
da\s,  and  are  now  sujiplanlim:  it  with  ele(  irir  li^ht. 

'I  his  I'ast  was  instiiuted  liy  Mohammet  in  per- 
p<'luaiion  of  his  (  ii^tom  of  retirim,'  to  a  cave  diirint,' 
the  month  <>f  l\amadhan  ffir  reflection  and  prayer; 
and  it  is  possible  that  before  his  time  the  Arabs 
j-ir.ictised  some  sort  of  asceticism  about  this  samo 
tmie  of  ihe  vear.  The  l^-ophel  regarded  fasting  as 
"the  gale  of  religion."  declaring  that  "the  odour  of 
the  mouth  of  him  v  ho  fa^leth  is  more  grateful  to 
Cod  than  that  of  mu^k."  lie  commended  it  as  an 
atonenieiii  for  sin,  fa'-ling  mu(  h  hini'-elf;  fasting,  iiP 
said,  "In  a  shield";  it  is  don--  for  (iod  aloni',  and 
I  |e  w  ill  reward  it . 

Towards  the  end  of  the  !-"a'-t  1  met  Ali,  who  \va«; 
in  a  ^  er\'  <|uii  t  ;ind  leileciixe  ninod.  |-or  some  time 
we  sal  silent  in  the  garden,  and  then  he  said:  "'I  his 
is  onr  Night  of  l\.wer,  or  dl-Kiiilr.  the  s..],  nm  night 
of  which  our  l^ophel   wrote  in  llw  Kor/m 
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"  '  Who  shall  t<ar  ii  il     .    what  tin-  nii;ht  (  t   powir  is? 
Till    iiii^'ht  III  pi-  <  xaltcth  a  thousand  inotiths  ; 

I  111  rriii    (i(s(  tiu  anvils,    and    tin-    spirit,    l>y    p(  i- 

mission   ot    th         '.ord,    for   cmtv    niattir; 
And  all   is  pi  an    till   tin    hirakin};  ol   thi    morn.' 

"()n  this  iii-lit,"  Ali  cniitimiid.  "tin-  (it crcrs  of 
/Miah  \^itll  icspnt  to  litr  and  tli.itli,  aiKJ  dllicr  ini- 
pnrtaiU  alfairs  fur  tln'  •■iisiiiiii^  Mar,  arr  lixrd  nnd 
settled,  heiiii;  taken  from  the  tahle  hesjde  ( iod'.-.  tlinmr, 
and  e|\cii  lo  the  anL:'■l^  to  I'r  execiited.  ( )ii  tills  nic^ht 
the  I'ropliei  reieJNcd  his  lirst   re\'elation. 

"  '   li\    the   Hool:  (,f  ;ii<    isoran  on  a  hjessed  ni:;ht  have  \\r 
sr:it    it    down,    tor    we   would   warn    mankind. 
On     th'      niuiht     wherein     all     things     are    disposrd     in 

wisdom, 
J'>\    \  irtue  of  our  })ehrsi , '  " 

"  ^'olI  will  not  wonder,"  lie  snid,  "ili.'it  wo  rcparrl 
al-Kiuh  wilii  ^Tcat  solemnity.  Tliere  is  another  im- 
jMirlant  ni^lit.  the  i.stli  of  Raniadlian,  when  cvf-rv 
year,  a  little  after  siin.set,  the  ereat  Sidrali  tree  in 
Paradise  is  shaken,  whose  leaves  are  as  numerous 
as  the  members  of  the  whole  himian  familv,  each  leaf 
bearini^  the  name  of  an  individual.  This  tree  stands 
on  the  loftiest  spot  in  I'arachse,  in  the  seventh 
Iieaven,  on  the  rit^ht  hand  of  the  throne  of  (lod, 
f)ein£j  the  utmost  hounds,  beyond  whi(  h  neitlu-r  men 
nor  anucis  ran  pass.  When  it  is  shaken  on  this 
nii,dit  the  leaves  fall  on  wliirh  aie  insrribed  the 
names  of  those  who  are  to  die  in  the  follow inp  year, 
beinp  more  or  less  withered,  ai corflinp  to  the  len^tfi 
of    time    (he    person    has    vet    to    live. 

"In  a  few  d'vs  the  l"as|  will  ]>,■  over,"  (ontintierl 
Ali,    "and   (he   New    ^■ear  will   be^in.      Marlv   on    (he 
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first  moinini:^  we  shall  obst-rvc,  on  the  plain  at  \'icux 
Biskra,  what  the  I'Venrh  call  our  Cirandc  Pricrc, 
whit  h  I  think  yon  will  like  to  see,  for  most  Europeans 
find  it  very  impressive.  It  only  takes  place  twice 
in  the  year." 

We  then  talked  much  al)f)ut  tiiis  Great  Prayer, 
and  1  j,'ained  information  which  enabled  me  on  the 
mcninj,^  ol  it^  |)erf()rmance  to  lollow  the  service. 

We  eni,'a,i,'ed  'laib  to  accjuaint  us  whh  the  day 
and  hour,  and  -  Hndinp  that  he  was  not  intending 
to  take  jiart  in  the  IVayer — to  accompany  us. 

Starlinc^  from  our  hotel  soon  after  seven  o'clock 
in  tile  mnrninc:,  we  walked  to  the  plain  at  Vieux 
Biskra.  Mert'  we  found  a  number  of  Arab  men 
already  assembled,  while  other  t:roups  were  con- 
stantly coming  in  from  all  directions,  chanting 
passages  from  the  Koran  as  they  came,  and  going 
at  once  to  their  plac«-s  on  the  plain,  where  they  re- 
moved their  shoes,  the  right  one  tirst,  and  sat  down 
in  straight  lines. 

All  this  was  done  by  what  seemed  instinct ;  for 
the  perfect  order  of  their  assembling,  wliich  appears 
in  my  pliotographs,  was  certainly  brought  about  in 
silence  and  without  the  oIVk f^  of  an  usher  of  anv 
sort. 

On  everv  face  of  these  gatiiering  worshippers  was 
an  expression  of  rapt  spiritual  fervour;  and  when 
once  seated  tlu  .se  men  kept  their  eves  towards  .Mecca, 
and  spoke  scarcely  a  word  to  each  other  (they  would 
not  discuss  any  secular  subject)  during  th"  long 
period  of  the  assembling  of  all  the  great  host  of 
wor.shipixrs.  Ih're,  indeed,  they  are  "souls  at  rest," 
in  contemplation  of  the  perfections  of  ('■.;>(.],  anti 
ac(]uiescing  in   their  know  ledge  of   Hiin. 

On  a  small  lull  in  front  of  the  nuiltilude  incense 
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was   burning    in    a   ^^n-m    brazier,    \\u-   siiKikt-    riMiij^ 
to  heaven  in  a  straight  ((iliimn. 

It  is  not  usual  lor  boys  to  join  in  tliis  Pravi  ;, 
but  among  tlic  ni>>st  (.ic\.  m  of  tliosr  wlm  were 
absembling  ulti- several  lads,  who,  witli  tlie  rest,  per- 
formed a  sliort  private  praver  before  sealing  lliem- 
sclves  in  tile  ever-j4r(  .\viiii4  rows  of  worshippers.  liere 
and  there  a  father  had  brought  with  him  iiis  Utth' 
son,  who,  as  the  pai'-nt  sat  immovahl.',  (juieiiv  piaved 
about  him  in  ilie  sand,  ot  t  ^idii;!  .y  nestUng  in  his 
voluminous  robes  for  rest  and  warmiti.  It  was  a 
[)retty  picture  of  parental  alfeclion.  \'erv  dear  U<  the 
Aral)  fatlier's  heart  an    his  little  children. 

When  I  mentio::ed  tiiis  circumstance  to  .\li,  after 
the  I'rayer  was  over,  he  said,  "V.  >.  The  first  deep 
impression  (.•  the  mitid  of  manv  a  Moslem  bov  is 
maile  by  liis  lather  taking  linn  to  the  (ireat  Praver. 
The  IVophel  taught  u>  that  the  presence  ol  httle 
children  is  no  hindrance  t.)  devotion;  in  his  <i\\n 
I)ravers  he  would  sometimes  hold  a  child  in  his  arms 
when  he  stood  up.  putting  it  down  when  he  prt.s- 
trated  himself.  The  children  of  his  much-loved 
daughter  I-'atimah  would  mount  his  back  when  he 
prcjstratcd  himsc-lf  in  i)raver." 

Still  tile  chanting  groups  of  men  arrived,  until 
the  plain  was  almost  covered  by  the  white  figures. 
Only  oncx'  the  stillness  of  waiting  was  brokc-n,  by 
t!ie  sudden  appearance  of  a  wild-looking  man,  wlio, 
iv-irking  loudly  like  a  dog,  marched  through  the 
lines,  straight  up  into  the  primitive  pulpit  in  front, 
and  waved  his  arms  madly,  while  he  again  barked. 
Leaving  the  pulpit,  he  ,  ushed  alxiut  the  plain  for  a 
lew  minutc-s,  no  one  apparently  taking  anv  notice 
<'f  him,  until  he  .■\cntually  disappeared.  Taib's  oiilv 
'■xi)lanation   was   that   the   pour  creature   wa^  a   mad 
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ni.nal.nui ;  .uui  Imn  .M.p.-.nan.  -•  ua^  tl...  ,,nl v  .li>lr.-.rii..n 
frnni  ilH-  almnst  nppn-ssiv.-  (luirinrss  ;.iui  s,,l.-.nnity. 

\,  laM  111.-  vs.-ntini:  was  ..vcr.  In  fn.nt  nf  tlu- 
pulpi.  ;.  small  piav.T  r.-irprt  uas  spn-ad.  and  as  thr 
|-,^„rr  ,.|  ,-i  trail  ..Id  mail.  ul...  u  .-.s  to  a.t  as  the  Imam, 
,,rir,Hl.T.  t.H.k  his  pla.r  iiix.n  it.  thf  wlioL-  ..-nijn'- 
j;,,ti..n  rose  as  ..nr  mati.  Tlif  plmtoKraplis  uill  Riv.- 
snmr  id.a  <'f  tli<-  imprcssivcn.-ss  ..f  this  ^rcat  n.n- 
r.Mirsr  ,,f  mrn  in  th.-  altitudrs  r.f  adulation  .-t  Allah 
and  iif  ahascmrni  I-.,-  tlirir  innvorilnncss,  hut  nothini: 
ran  (  nnvrv  to  tbos.-  who  havf  not  hrard  it  a  sense 
,,t  ilir  drrp  emotion  eaiised  hy  the  sounil  of  sneh  a 
mtmher  of  men  iiiierinu'  aloud  in  one  voie.-  tli.-  prat-e 
and  the  adoration  of  their  Cod.  "Mhih  Akhar!" 
(Cod  is  (;r.'at  !).  ••  I.'i  il'>l">  '"''  ■//"■''"'.'"  (There  ,s 
no  C'lod  but  ("lod  ! ) 

Several  times  the  Praver.  with  th.-  pn  .strations. 
was  r.-ii.ated.  with  a  .  ..n.  .ntralmn  and  a  f.-rvour 
which  l)r.)Ui:ht  t.  ars  to  the  eyes  of  many  .  .f  the  on- 
look.MS.  who  were  d.'.-ply  mov.-d  h.'th  bv  th.-  sjioken 
adoration  ..f  (io.j  and  by  the  imiiressiv.-  attitudes  of 
humilitv  an.l  alias.-m.Mit,  whi.  h  eiid.-d  by  every  fore- 
h.-ad  beiiiL;  placed  in  th.-  dust.  It  was  obvious,  as 
cvervon.'  (.'It,  that  the  w..rship|).rs  were  totally 
absorbe.i  in  th.'ir  d.'v.itions.  hearint:  th.'inselves  with 
an  .Mitire  alo<.fn.'ss  f..r  the  time  beinp  from  any  other 
.laims  ..f  lif.'.  ami  displaying'  th.>  .aim  dipnity  of 
those  \\h.)  realised  that  they  had  access  to  Almi.chty 
(.od. 

Wii.n  ill.'  IVaver  was  over  the  worshippers  rose 
and  ^i.iuiied  themselves  .los.-ly  round  the  pulpit,  now 
oi-ciipi.'d  bv  the  Imam,  who  was  t.>  preach  to  them. 
( )iie  of  m\-  pliMto^raphs  shows  this  scene  the  list.m- 
iii<:  mnltitiidc,  the  frail  tiiMire  .4  th.-  jireach.-r,  and 
the  Arab  colleclor   Cjust   uiuI.t  th.-  puljMf.  in  a  black 
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hurnoiiN),   uln)  is  j^'atlu-rmi,'  alm^.  tor   the  poor,   tins 
l)»'inj^   sj)f(iallv  .i   ft-ast   of  alnisjijiviiijj. 

Oner  or  twice  the  prt-ailicr,  who  all  tliroiic^li  liis 
(lisiourM-  IcaiU'd  on  liis  stalf.  t1aj,'^'f(l,  and  had  to 
sit  for  a  few  inonicnts  on  the  lop  step  of  the  piilpit. 
This  <-ii>iom  ot  Ifaiiint,'  on  a  staff  was  mstitiiifd  hv 
Mohainint't  himself,  uho  frefjucntlv  preached  to  his 
followers.  'I  he  staff,  too,  is  aiuavs  used  as  a  re- 
inindcr  of  the  earl\-  days  of  Islam,  when  it  was  often 
needed  hv  tlie  preacher  for  defence. 

'Ihe  sermon  was  not  lont;.  One  of  the  pithiest 
sayings  of  tlie  IVophet  is  thai  "the  h-nt,'tii  of  ;i  inan's 
pravers  .and  the  shortness  of  his  sermons  are  sij^'ns 
of  his  common  .sense." 

'I"h(>  sernKm  heini;  ended,  evervone  rose;  the 
Imam  hei^an  a  praver,  and  all  hands,  both  of  Arab 
worshippers  and  of  onlookers,  even  to  the  smallest 
chdd,  were  raised,  cup-iike,  to  the  hrrast,  to  c,it(  h 
the  biessinj^'s  from  heaven  for  which  the  Imam  now 
supplicated —the  remission  <»f  sin,  recovery  of  the 
sick,  increase  of  rain,  abundance  of  corn,  preserva- 
tion from  misfortune,  freedom  from  debt. 

This  part  of  the  Pr.'iyer.  tliey  believe,  is  hiphlv 
acceptable  to  (lod.  "There  is  iiothint;  more  pleasinj:^ 
before  .Mlah  than  supplication,"  the  Prophet  said, 
and  "supplication  is  the  inarrow  of  worship." 

The  Prayer  ended,  the  palms  of  the  hands  are 
drawn  down  the  face,  symbolically  to  transfer  the 
benediction  to  every  |iart  of  the  bodv ;  ;ind  it  was 
a  pretty  si^lu  to  see  even  the  tiniest  baby  hands 
beinj^  used  m  this  w.iy. 

The  service  beini;  n.iu  over,  an  extraordinary 
liveliness  took  the  place  of  the  calm  and  quiet  of 
the  pre\ious  hours. 

The   New   ^'ear  has  now  sLntcd,   ttie   i"ast   is  wt-lj 
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over,   ill-    ^r.ai    Ina^'.    ot    tlir   y«-.'ir   (/</   n'    Ulr)   li; 

With  till'  j,'rcatcst  frrvonr  rvi-ry  man  is  now  rm- 
hr.Kinu  <'V(Tv  a((|Uainl.in(  <■,  Ins  lirst  ainhilinn  bring 
to  saiin.-  tilt'  Imam  -.f  lii<'  I'raycr.  It  i>  (.i)Vi()Uslv 
impossil)!*-  llial  tin  hail  dd  man  ran  stand  tin-  strain 
of  hrinti  fmhr.ucd  by  ntaily  a  lln)iisand  nu-n.  who 
prrss  round  the  pulpit  Mt-ps,  now  stoutly  f^iiarded 
bv  four  sta'wart  Arabs;  two  of  whom  may  be  sr.n 
with  him  in  the  jiiilpit  in  mv  photograph,  whilr  the 
olhcr  two  arr  to  lie  si'tn  siltini,'  on  the  steps  (hiring 
tlic  pri-acliinj,'. 

Hut  till-  (ongrepntion  will  not  be  nUcim'thcr 
denied,  and  so  the  ends  of  the  Imam's  burnous  are 
lump  r>ver  ea<  li  side  of  the  pulpit,  and  the  crowd 
presses  round  to  kiss  the  i;arnvnt.  l-'ven  then  a 
number  of  men  have  to  take  the  kiss  by  proxy,  for 
ihev  cannot  pel  near  enoupii  to  touch  the  parment 
itsi-lf,  and  lite  salute  is  handed  to  lliem  by  those  who 
are  more  fortunate- -or  more  pushinp. 

When  the  pressure  of  the  crowd  has  abated,  the 
old  man  is  escorted  froi:i  tlie  pulpit  by  a  stronp  body- 
puard,  who  still  protect  him  from  the  affectionate 
mnnifestatif>ns  of  the  crowd,  to  a  carriape,  in  which 
he  is  quickly  driven  away  to  his  lowly  home  in 
Yieux  Hiskr.'i. 

We  now  set  out  with  Taib  to  return  to  the  town, 
and  bei-ip  overtaken  by  AH,  who  has  made  the 
Prayer,  we  find  our  progress  very  much  impeded 
bv  the  constant  embraces  and  mutual  conpratula- 
lions  with  whicli  our  Arab  friends  are  preefed-and 
which  they  return      bv  the  men  wc  nn 't  on  the  road. 

It  is  New  N't.  r's  Dav.  the\  tell  us,  and  the\-  must 
embr.e  ••  e\.rv  man  thev  kiiou,  even  if  he  he  an 
enemv,   for  it  is  the  dul--    of  every  pood   Moslem  to 
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Ix-Uiii  the  N'v\    \'.:ir  h--.-  Inmi  ^ll-l.■.■llIl^'  ti.\\aid>  lii> 
telluws. 

'I'lir  mode  ..f  Ihr  s^lutr  to-dav  is  to  tlm.w  one 
arm  ..v.-r  ihr  .slmiiKkr  and  the  (.tlur  riaind  thr  ndr. 
antl  l:i>s  t-ai  li  .  In-.-k  in  turn;  ^r,  ulu-rr  a  !.■»  tanuhar 
gi-fftini:  is  iiitrnd.-d.  to  plac-  tlu-  thin  uy.uix  llu- 
collar-honr  and  kis>.  tlir  >h«>nldiT>. 

Ali\  talk  about  tli.-  I'ray.r  is  full  of  intvrfst. 
'IVllini:  hini  liow  tlif[)Iy  iini)rt.-S'..-d  uf  and^  other 
Christian  onl.Mik.-rs  had  lAt-n,  he  replied,  "Yes;  it 
\\as  so  in  the  Trophft's  oun  ilay,  tor  lie  told  lis 
that  nearest  in  alYeclion  to  the  people  of  Islam  are 
tJK.se  who  sav  '  We  are  Cliristians."  I'his  hecaus.- 
ihf  Christians  an-  not  .-lated  uith  iinde."  Ah  then 
quoted   from   the    Koran  : 

"And  when  the  Cliri-.'.ians  hoar  that  read  which  hath 
hren  sent  dwwn  to  the  Ajxistlc.  tlum  mcsI  thnr  .■yr-, 
overflow  with  Hars  at  the  truth  tlu-y  r.'.  n-nisr  therein, 
sa\ing,  'O  Lord  we  Ik  licve ;  write  us  down  iheretore 
with  those  who  hear  witness  to  it. 

"  'And  what  shouUl  hinder  us  trom  htlieving  in  (iod, 
and  In  the  truth  whi<h  haili  eoim-  down  to  us,  and  troin 
earnesllv  desirinf,'  that  our  Lord  w..uld  hria-  us  into 
I'aradise   with   the  Just--  ' 

••  Theretore  hath  tiod  rewarded  thmi  tor  the-e  their 

d» » J. 
a.      I 

l-:v<ryone  had  hein  imirh  impressed  !)y  the  saintly 
beariiii,^  ol  the  veiierahh-  leader  of  the  Prayer.  I'roin 
Ali  \v.e  learnt  that  he  is  estfemed  as  a  threat  marabout, 
a  dibtinu'Uished  Arahic  scholar,  antl  as  a  sincere 
friend  ot  e\er\(»ne  in  povcity  or  distress  of  any  knuL 
.\lth(jU£:h  a  rich  man.  his  life  is  ruled  l)y  strictest 
denial;  lie  lives  in  the  humblest  of  mud  Ikjvis.-s  in 
Vieux  Biskra,  and  althout;h  eii;hty-lour  >ear:,  of  at;.-, 
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;in(l  \cr\  trail,  lie  j^i^''^  m'M  ral  liouis  dailv  lo  ificiv- 
iiij;  the  |j(x  )!■  .-iiul  1)111  i!i-ni(],  Mi|)])l\  ini:  tlnir  uaiit^  and 
aih  isiiii,'  iIk'Ui  in  tluir  diliii  iiltiis.  I-Atii  ilu- i  liildrtii 
^o  to  liifTi  with  thfir  iriiiil)lf>.  llr  i>  (hii>fn  lor  the 
irouniiiL;  honour  oi  hachiiL,'  the  CJrcat  l'ra\  ir  hfiau-se 
ut  his  .^aiiilimc^s. 

I'!a(  li  ino>(jUf  has  an  Imam,  tin-  ollic  c  ticint;  suj)- 
porlfd  liy  i-ndou  nuni^,  lor  no  ( on^rr^ation  of 
Moslem  worshijjpt'rs  i  an  t■ni,^lL:••  in  their  st  rviie 
withoiit  an  Imam  to  lead.  1  lie  otii(f  is  not  m  anv 
sense  a  saeerdotal  <»ne.  and  the  Imam  is  not  set  apart 
with  anv  rert-monv,  as  the  Christian  rustom  is.  He 
should  he  a  model  to  the  pioiis,  Mohamniet  .said, 
"Ihe  most  woriliv  to  act  as  Imam  is  li<-  who  repeats 
the  Koran  best.  Let  him  act  as  Imam  who  knows 
the  Koran  tiiorout,'hlv  ;  and  if  all  present  should  be 
tf(jiial  in  that  resjieci.  then  let  him  act  who  is  best 
informed  in  the  rules  <if  praver;  and  if  they  are 
eijual  in  this  respei  t  also,  let  him  art  as  Imam  who 
has  Hed  his  lountrv  for  the  sake  of  Islam;  and  if 
ecjual  in  this  lik«'wise,  let  that  person  act  who  is 
oldest;  but  the  serx.'int  {uv  t:overneil)  must  not  act 
as   Imam  to  the   master  (or  i^ovcrnor)." 

It  was  an  instruction  from  the  l'roj)liel  tli;it  the 
Imam  should  be  (oiui.se  in  worshi]i,  because  tjiere 
mii:hi  he  liecrepit,  a^ed,  or  si(  'c  p<Tsons  present.  In 
ins  prixate  pravers  he  mav  be  as  pnjlix  as  he  pleases. 

1  had  remarked  tliat  in  all  this  crreat  concourse 
ol  Arabs  there  was  not  a  \cstii;e  of  the  LTor^eous 
a})parel  in  which  ordinarily  tiiev  deli'^dit  to  appear; 
inileed,  \^iih  only  out-  or  two  exceptions  (of  men 
uearint:  a  black  or  l)roun  burnous),  everv  man 
|irrsi-ni  ai  ilie  Praver  was  dressed  in  ilie  simplest  of 
white  e.irnieni-.  I  mentioneii  this  to  Ali,  who  was 
liimselt     transformed     fr.iiii     his     usual     res[3iendent 
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a[)|)faraiuf  lu  uiirinljioKlcitd  wliil.-,  aiul  hv  .Npl.imrd 
tliat  ihr  M.-^lcni  imibt  n.vrr  pray  m  Muuptunii^ 
apparel. 

"  \V<-  must  bf  drr.-ntly  cloth. -d,  hourvt-i,"  li«'  saul  : 
"and  almost  every  man  ii-Te  to-day  \m11  he  weaniii,' 
new  tlothes,  or  ilothes  ot  spotless  .leaiiliiiess ;  Imt 
we  have  laitl  aside  for  llie  Prayer  all  eostly  dress, 
all  but  the  simplest  ornameivis,  all  i:oltl  or  sdver 
einbroiderv.  We  must  not  seem  proiid  or  arrogant 
in  addressinsj  (iod.  But."  he  added  with  that  i  luld- 
like  .ulee  which  often  broke  ihrou.ch  his  Arab  ^iraviiy 
now  that  he  was  more  fannliar  with  us,  "i  g"  Ik""'' 
now  and  dress  mvself  for  the  Peast  in  my  very 
best." 

An  interesting  item  of  news  to  us.  for  Ali  had 
accepted  our  invitation  to  dinner  mat  evening,  .aiul 
to  be  photographed  in  the  courtyard  ui  the  Sahara  in 
the  afterncK)n. 

'Ihese  men  who  have  prayed  are  proud  ot  tiie 
dust  on  their  foreheads,  "their  signs  are  (M1  their 
faces,  the  mark  of  their  |)rustratii>n."  '  It  is  tor- 
bidden  to  smooth  the  ground  by  clearing  away 
pebbles  or  wiping  away  dust  in  front  of  the  worsiii])- 
pers.  If  any  of  them  sliall,  after  death,  lind  th.-ni- 
selves  in  purgatory  because  their  evil  acti(His  in  lite 
have  outweighed  their  g«»al,  they  will  be  distin- 
guished from  the  utterly  v\  icked  by  the  marks  ot 
prostration  on  thos.-  parts  of  tiieir  bi'dies  which  iisi'd 
to  toucii  the  ground  in  pr.ayer,  and  o\<t  wlmh  tin- 
lire  can  have  no  power;  aiui  by  the  mercy  of  dod 
thev  shall  be  d<livered. 

The  verv  shadows  of  ilie  (  <mgregalii>n  .are  ilioughi 
to  worship  (i.iil,-^  ill  tile  morning  and  evt  p.ing,  when, 
being   ai    then    longest,   aciording   to  tiie   position   t>t 
»  Sura  xhiii,   jm.  ^  >^^^  •''ui,   lO. 
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till-  Mil).  lln-v  riiipi-.ir  pmstialf  on  llu-  ^KJiind  ab 
llioiiLili  in  ;i(1<h;i;ii  III. 

All  iiil(jriiif(l  11^  tli.it  liming  tin-  l*ra\cr  the  lore- 
liiiL:''!  ol  cviTV  man's  rii^lit  liancl  is  t'NU'iulrcl.  Ijut 
,11  U  wa'^  (ii\tTiil  !)S  tlif  buriunis  u<;  slioukl  iiol  scr 
tins.  It  WIS  Im  remind  liim  that  ilic  mi-mbrrs  ot 
l!ir  Ii(hI\  max  take  ji.art  in  u(.r>liij)  aiul  praver  uilli 
till'  1oiil;uc  .and  llic  li^ait. 

Anv  u.iiuliTint;  "I  ili''  iniiid  or  ilir  t\r,  ( oii^diing, 
cy  till'  likr,  or  aiiNUtriii^  a  (|iifMion,  must  be  strictly 
.t\oi(l(cl  ilurinu  the  I'ravrr.  lit-twcin  tlic  dilft'renl 
j)rayfrs  it  is  allowtcl  to  make  tlin-c  slii^dit  irrcj^iilar 
motions  or  dtvi.atioiis  troin  rorn-i  t  ilcportmcnl  ;  hut 
to  liii  up  ihr  cM's  is,  as  some  Moslems  think,  to 
iiuur  the  risk  ot  hecominL,^  l)lind.  'liie  Koran  says, 
"I'ronoiince  n.)t  the  praver  too  Nuui,  neither  pru- 
iioUDic  it   too  low;  hilt  tollou   a  middle  way."* 

lo  |-.nL:lislimen  the  suliject  ol  the  cullt'ctiou  was 
naliiraily  ot  j,'re,it  interest.  W'.is  it  tor  the  p<)(jr,  or 
tor  "(hiircli  expenses, "  or  was  it  tor  a  "missionary 
society  "  ot  the  Moslem  taitli  .■'  Ahiisi;ivini,f  is  liighly 
meritorious  to  the  .Nhihammedan  ;  as  one  of  their 
j^'re.it  s.iints  h.id  said,  "Pr;i\er  carries  us  halfwav  to 
(i(jd.  lasliiii,^  lirings  us  to  tlie  door  ol  His  palace, 
and  alms  t;,iin  tor  us  atlmission." 

J  he  collertioi)  to-day  was  ot  the  nature  of  volun- 
tary .alms,  as  distiiut  from  the  legal  alms  which 
e\ery  .M<iliammed.'in  is  constantly  exhorted  in  the 
l\or.i!i  to  contnhute,  to  he  used  for  t!ie  ransom  of 
i;i!)Iives,  ,ind  to  help  those  \\\u>  are  in  ileht  and 
hrokeii,  ,iiul  tor  the  a^h  aiK cment  of  religion,  and 
lo  help  the  wayf.irer.f  Wul,  in  aikiitum  to  this, 
alms  .are  to  he  given  to  the  paupers,  .and  to  the  poor 
who   are    m    ir.ansnory    distress;   ami    it    w.as   to   this 
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I  aiiM-  \\'-  iuul  all  (  Miiti  ihiit.il  tii-d.i\  ;  tor  uliili-  om- 
Aral"  ua>  f.illin  Iiiil;  troin  tli«-  laitlitul.  aiiotlirr  liad 
(uinf  to  ii>  tinl(H)krrN  uitii  ilic  (i»riUT  ot  lii>  buriKnis 
hflti  out  as  ail  aliiis-iii^li  tt.r  mir  uitts. 

rill-  lit-art  lit  the  I'roplitt  ua->  c-\(r  uarin  am! 
^'fiicrous  towards  the  i)oor.  C'oii.stantl}  h»'  ifprovi-d 
till-  arro^aiK f,  as  utli  as  tin-  fuiility.  of  liiosr  wlui 
triisifd  ill  thi'ir  [lossfssioiis,  ll■^l^L,'  tlit-  ilhistratiori  ol 
the  cvr  o|  ihr  iicttjlf,  \Mili  wiiiili  Cliristiaiis  art'  so 
familiar.  Ihr  rai -•,  I'.o,  is  not  to  the  swift,  in  tlit- 
tt-achiii^'  ot   the  Koran  as  m  thi-  ( )ld    Tfstainfnt. 

"  M()rci>v(r  in.m,  wlit.-ii  his  Lord  trictii  him  hy  prl)^l)erity 

anil    i^    )]. luiiti  1 111-^    iinlij    limi, 
'liiiii  III    s.iitli,    '  M\    Lord  hi)iii)iii  ( ih  im    ! 
lUii  wlirii  lie  proMtli  him  by  atilii.tions,  and  widihoidrth 

his   u;ilts    Inini    liitn, 
Tlitii   hi'  saiiti,    ■   M\    l,(ird  ilispi^tth   inr  !  ' 
Hy  no  means.  " 

IhiMr  is  in  till-  Koran  a  beautiful  vtTsf  about  llic 
dcstTviii;,'  |ii)or,  "who,  bi-in^^  shut  up  to  tightinp  for 
the  causf  of  (lod,  liavi-  it  not  in  ihrir  power  to  strike 
out  into  tlic  rartli  for  rirlies.  'Jliose  who  know  them 
not  tliink  ihiin  rirh  bei  ause  of  tinir  modesty,  liy 
this  iiilan  ye  shall  know  them  tliev  ask  not  of  men 
with  importunit V  ;  antl  of  whatever  i^ood  thint;  ye 
shall  i,Mvr  iliiin  in  alms,  of  a  truth  (Jod  will  taki- 
knowk-di^L'."  f 

W'hilr  \Ii  wisliiHJ  to  impress  upon  us  the 
imporlaiui-  ot  aims,  and  tlial  .\ilah  had  promised  to 
repay  aL;ain  and  aijain,  hi-  was  seriousiy  anxious  to 
show  us  that  the  j.[i\inL:  of  nionev  out  of  a  bad  lieart 
rould  avail  notliini:.  We  must  eive  as  seekint;  the 
taee  ot  (iod.  .\  kind  sjiei-i  ii  and  fort,Mveness  are 
liitter  tlian  aims  hillowed  bv   injurw;^ 

*  ^ura  l.\.\xi\,   H,   i:,    i(.,    17  (S.li  )         t   Sur  1  il.   .-4,        t  Siir.i   li.  jIjn 
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1  lifir  IS  ri  p.iss.i^c  (.11  tlir  inic  iixMiimt;  i>t  i  !i;irity, 
.ittiihiiiril  1)\-  tr.HluiDii  I..  Moli.inimrt,  ulin  h  All  iraiis- 
latf(J  and  hr(iiiL:lil  i,.  us  a  tew  (ia\s  attrr  iln-,  (du- 
vcrsatiiiti.  Il  It  !,,(  ks  the  ^'laiid.ur  ot  St.  I'aul'.s 
I'^pisik',  II  !->  niMiihrlcs-,  UMitliv  t..  Iiilluu  It  as  an 
•  ■.\l>«.siiii.n   Ml    ihc   true   spirit   ot    alin-^^iviiii,' : 

\()iir    siiiiliiiL;    in    \Miir   iitnllKi's    l,nt     i-,   :iliii-,  ; 

\  OUT   <  \Ii(iiliiii,'   iniinkiihi    in   xiitiious  dtids    is    alms; 

\t>iji    pi-wlii!jit;ii^    uli.it    1,   lui!,i'i(i(  II   is  :iliiis; 

.SlMiwiii;^   incii   till    ID. id   \\lun   tlu\    lo^t    it, 

IvcmoMiit;    stones    ;in<l    ihurii-    ulitn    tliiy    arc    iiu  on- 

\(iii-.ru    to   tii.iii, 
I'l'iiriiii,'    uiitcr    liiim    \.)iir    biKl.tt    iiili.    tli.ii    ul    your 

Iirotlu  r, 
All   lliisf  art    alms  lur   you." 


In  Iiiskr.i  \\f  toiiiul  that  ilir  fete  was  in  full 
swini,',  .iiul  t\try  i  liiKl  in  tin-  i,l,i!f  w.is  takini;  part. 
I'.VfryI)(*cly  was  ucarini,'  m-w  lidtlu-s;  fvcn  tlif 
p<M)rcst  had  managcc'  to  t,'i-t  at  least  oiu-  nt-u  t,Mrnu'nt 
tir  a  pair  ot  shot-.s,  i  ,  ;;onf(.rin  to  llir  instriH  tions  of 
the  tiathtioiis.  uliich  at  this  NCw  \'far"s  feast  re(|iiirt' 
the  people  ot  Islam  t<.  renew  tlu-ir  clotlus.  At  the 
only  other  feast  of  tiie  yt-ar*  (/(/  <;/  adiui)  it  is  obli- 
gatory to  t)iiy  new  eookiii',:  ntensils. 

1  he  children  make  lueiry   to-da\-  l)v  riding  in  the 

publif  \ehi(les.   \\hi(  h   have  been  decoratid  speriallv 

tor  them.      'I  he>e   innstanlly   |)erambiilate   the  town, 

(r<n\ded    e\en    to    the    roofs    with    merrv    \oiingsters, 

who  sing,  and  shout,  .-mil  blow  their  little  trum])ets, 

■■"hI    liail    uv    ;,iul    other    friends    with    heartv    *  heers 

\^heiie\er    tliev     iat(h     sj^ht     of    us.      ivvervone    iias 

been    generous   to   them,    .nid   there    is    not    .'in    Arab 

*  1  allcil  tlif  "  1  tat  .it  .sa(  rificf,"  Ix^ainning  nn  the  ttnth  day  of 
Dhu'lhajja,  wljrn  the  vntirn-  .m   -l.iin  l.v  tlit-  inl^rinib  at  Meri-a. 
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(  lllM     III     lil-.ulil    Wll'i    <in     tills    ll.lV     I--    UlllhUlt     ihf    U\S 

i(.|)()<r~,  iic(  f.-,sar\'  li>r  a  iln\''  .iiul  lor  llu'  hiiviiii,'  of 
s\\rii>  aiul  of  tliwsf  \]//.\\\ii  iliiiiks  uitliMiit  uliuli  no 
ji;\«nilf  l>'lf  am  v.  litTf  wniiltl  !)«■  roinplftr. 

I  til-  iin-ii  af  all  Miult-.  aiul  atiualili-  L,'r(i"tin^s, 
.iik!    w-   liivf   to  ilriiik    ni.inv   i  iips  of   ciilltc  dut^idf 

tll(r   (airs   in   tile   int»Tr>t>  of   ..'oi  ,(_!    tfllou^illp. 

i  III-  Arab  uoiiicn,  .\!i  lolil  us,  wrrt-  kt't{)int;  llic 
ffstiv.'il  at  lionif,  wiarinu:  ail  tlu'ir  limry  of  silUs  ami 
jtwtllrrv,  in  wlmli  thev  ri'Cfivt-  tln-ir  womrn  trn'nd>. 
whom  tlirv  t-ntrrtain  with  >iiii:in<,',  and  llu-ir  priniitnc 
nnisir,  (liu'tly  of  tlic  rude  tliitf,  which  almost  rviTv- 
oric  plays.  They  Ljivi;  presents  to  eaili  otlier  and  to 
their  ilepeiKJiiits  aiul  the  [)'  or.  In  the  afternoon  thev 
all  visit  the  cemetery,  with  llieir  very  small  children, 
drivinc,  wliene\-er  possible,  in  vehicles  i  losely 
ct)V(;red  or.  if  obliged  to  walk,  goinp  out  entirely 
\eileti  bill  for  the  tinv  hole  ovtr  one  eve,  which  is 
the  custom  here.  I'or  a  man  to  appear  in  the 
cemetery  on  this  particular  afterncH>n  would  be  vcrv 
bad  foini.  'I'heie  is  mu(  h  feminine  i^ossipim,',  and 
exchan^ini,'  of  compliments,  the  entire  absence  of 
till-  nieiif<ilk  no  doubt  adding'  much  to  the  freedom 
oi  tile  views  which  are  ex[)ressed  on  iloniestic  matters. 

Ali  came  to  dinner  with  us  at  tin-  .Saliara  Ihjlel 
tiiat  evrniiii;,  and  most  resplendent  he  was  in  a 
beautiful  new  Ijrown  l)urnous,  richlv  embroitlered  in 
C'lltl.  and  Worn  over  an  elaf)or.-itely  braided  and 
embroidereil  suit  of  blue  clotli,  and  a  haiik  of  delicate 
silk  -a  i:arment  whi(li  begins  at  tlie  head,  enc  ircles 
tlie  face,  and  falls  to  tlie  feet,  unlss  festooned  ti> 
tile  waist  to  be  out  oi   tlie  wav  for  horst -ridiiiLT. 

Atier  tile  sulnjued  moods  of  tlie  month  of  fasting,'. 
All  was  m)\\  btanuiii;  with  i,'(-od  spirits,  at  times 
betomint;   (|uite   jocular   as   lie    I'Xp.mdnl    under    the 
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Kltllli   III  r     III      till-     I   \i  ell-   :t      (lllMur     |)lii\uli(l     \>V      llDSt 
JeMn-)r.Ul.     W  Ih  >    I -^    Ills    i  I'A  II    .  // /  /  . 

Ail  (ifsi  riix'cl  ti)  us  ii'iw.  ,it  JKitnc,  in'  umiltl  !)»■ 
sitimi^  III)  llif  lloor,  v.idi  Ills  hrnilHTs,*  r<iiiiul  the 
(i.nuiii.n  jiiit,  (lippiiiL,'  sir.iii^lit  iiiIm  tlir  kmis-ki  iiis, 
till-  n.iiiunal  ilisli,  uitli  a  Udi'ilcii  .s|)(.,,n,  a  straiiu't-r 
i<»  all  ilir  \aniil  ajiparatiis  uliirli  is  iin  iss.iiv  ti>  a 
IrciK  h  (Immr  <>t  si\  or  in^lit  (nurses. 

Ills  iiuiati-  l;(i(.(1  hrcidiiiu;  was  m  i-vcrv  ua\  »(|ual 
Id  tills  new  iliinaiul  nii  pnlilr  iiiaiiiHTs,  and  iIh-  oiilv 
pi  lint  in  wliii  li  a  i  asnal  nhstrvcr  woiilcl  liavf  (li-tiM  ted 
thai  111-  was  not  at  iiniui-  at  sm  h  a  im-al  was  tin-  tact 
thai  hi-  always  ali-  rV(-!\  lliiiiL;  wiiii  his  nL;|it  hand; 
hut  as  iiinst  |-'ii-n(li  and  Amcriiaii  jiiii|>h-  liw  the 
sanit',  i-\in  this  was  not  vt-rv  rcniarkahlc.  IK  anv- 
oiif  who  had  (Insrh-  studii-d  Aral)  wa\s,  hiiw<-\fr, 
tluTc  wiic  main  i,lhi  r  pmiiis  in  whith  his  naliunahlv 
or  ri-liyion  would  liavi-  been  shown.  \'.\vn  the  nian- 
nt-r  of  raisini,'  iiis  tuinhli-r  would  ha\f  n-vcalrd  hini 
to  a  Moslem,  as  wotiid  liis  whispered  "In  the  name 
of  Allah  I  "  whi-n  he  sat  down  and  ((|Uite  unobserved 
by  anyone  else  m  the  room)  (juielly  i)Ushed  olT  iiis 
.shots   under  tin.   table. 

'Mils  l-'reiK  li  (.hnner  was  ^ood  for  a  .\biliammedan 
on  the  day  of  the  fi-asi,  he  s.iiil;  but  at  other  times 
he  must  kee])  his  lite  sim|)le,  ealiUL;  plain  fooil  in  a 
biinple   way. 

In  the  nn-rriest  ot  moods  he  described  to  iis  how, 
at  home,  eNersoiie  luk(-d  the  dish  wlit-n  the  nu-al  was 
oyer,  not  tor  ),'reed,  but  as  a  [)oint  of  t^tiod  manners, 
and  Ijccaiise,  in  a  (  r\  ptic  son  cf  sentemt',  .\b)hannnet 
had    enjoined    it-  "  W'hoever   t-ats    from    a   dish    and 

*  S(,„s  wh.  11  iii.irri-ii,  or  liroUi'-rs  iv  .ir  of  an  a^r,  p.it  tof;t-thfr. 
I  li''  l.ith'  r  i;-  li'  r.'llv  ■  .iis  ..I.t,'  ,  li.ivin^  tli'  di-'li'  -  f'lr-t  ;  to  bv  inviti-ci 
I'l  join  liiin  uoiiM  !"■  a  i;r.  .it  lioinmr  for  any  iui.iiiln-r  of  ihc 
li'Hi^.  Iiolil,    lii     <!l    of    uliotn    li'-    i>    (;'.',    or    lonl. 
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Inks    It    .iltfruai'lN,    ihc    i||v,|i    intfic«'iii'>,    wiili    Allah 
t<.r   him." 

1  111'  I'ropiict  would  not  i.it  otT  a  lahlf,  as  is  the 
m.inii'T  ot  proiid  int-n,  uh.i  do  it  to  avoid  hcndmi,' 
thrir  h.i(  Kn.  i  Ills,  (if  rr.iirsc.  All  hastin«'ii  to  explain, 
onlv  .ipphcd  lo  Arai)^,  t^r  it  is  lawful  for  a  Moham- 
mtd.in  to  (  at  uiih  I  hristiins  (and  J'-ws)  in  the  wav 
cu^toniarv  to  their  lio>ts,  unless  their  vessels  are 
pMniiiiil  witli  wine  of  ptirk.  I-roin  infanrv,  he  adiled, 
llie  Moslem  is  taiit:lit  to  ohser\e  verv  partii  nlar 
mrmiiers  at  t< 'od  ;  to  he  inodesi,  not  t,'reedv,  and  \erv 
(leanlv.  "At  home,"  he  said,  "when  the  meal  is 
ended,  I  should  plare  m\-  hands  on  mv  dish  like 
'his"  ilhi'iiatiiiL:  I'v  inittint:  his  hands  on  eai  h  side 
of  the  pkiir  "and  1  shouhl  call  for  drink,  which  m\ 
sisters  Would  hrini:,  ■md  I  should  otd\-  <lrink  on<e." 

i)inner  over,  AU's  fruL,'al  soni  was  shocked  ,-it  the 
siic::jestion  that  \\<'  shouUl  drink  colTee  in  the  hotel, 
where  his  sharp  eye  had  catij,dit  the  announcement, 
"("afi-  tilire,  fifty  ( ••ntimes."  Could  we  not  adjourn 
loan  Arah  cat-',  where  the  pri<-.'  would  fie  onlv  ten? 
\nil,"  with  a  mi^(  hie\ous  smile  at  nie,  "the  rolTee 
i^  so  nnich  hetter." 

!  he  tasie  lor  Aral)  cotfee  is  .-in  acquired  one,  for  it 
I--  Ik. lied  uith  the  "Lrrounds,"  eai  h  <  upful  in  its  own 
little  tin  p<ii,  and  is  maije  thick  with  the  addition 
of  an  enr.rmous  quantity  of  siii;ar.  'I'he  taste  ff)r  it 
usiiallv  crows  on  the  foreic'm-r,  while  to  the  Arab 
if  IS  the  greatest  luxury  in  life.  "A  di'-h  of  (olTee," 
qtiot.'d  Mi.  "and  a  pipe  ,.f  tobacco  are  a  cr>mplctp 
•"nfertaininent." 

Our  i;u(st  had.  of  c.,i.rse,  declined  the  offer  of 
Wine  , it  dinner,  for  this,  v.  ith  all  spirituous  li(|uors,  is 
forbidden  in  Isl.nn.  I  twitted  him  with  the  f.„t  that 
in  heaven  the  prohibition   would  be  withdrawn,   for 


62 


THH    DKSI'HT    G A  ( i:WAV 


rimf)nj,'>t  llif  c!fliL;lils  in  store  fcr  the  faitlitul  arc 
(lraiif,'lns  of  purr  wine  I  llis  ruiswiT  nIk.uciI  atrain 
lidw  cln.sc  was  Ins  l<no\vlcclt:f  ot  tlic  Koran. 

"It  is  true  tliat  tlicrc  will  he  uinc  in  heaven,  hut 
I  ]ia\r  heard,  sir,  in  a  riisciission  between  a  Christian 
and  an  Arab,  on  the  latter  (lUotinL:  \our  Bible,  that 
one  should  not  take  .auav  .a  st;ilenient  front  the  con- 
text !  Here  is  an  nnintitilated  pass.-i<,'e  Ironi  the 
Korrn  dcsiTibint^  a  heavenly  bantntet  : 

"  A    (-up   sh.ill    1)1-   borne    round   unto    them    ti'li d   from   :i 

founl.iin, 
l.impic),  (lilicious  to  tho'^r  who  drink  ; 
It    sliall  not  njiprcss  the  minii,  nor  <U:i\\  they  fhetrwith 

l)e  drunken.  ''* 

"The  wine,  in  fact,  is  '  unfernienf<>d,' "  he  said, 
usinc:  die  word  with  what  was  a  sly  reference  to  a 
cfrtain  controversv  in  I'Inudand,  of  which  he  liad 
icad  in  a  French  newspaper,  on  this  same  rjuestion 
of  teetolalism.  "J»ut  in  another  Sura  wc  are  told 
fltat  those  who  in  heaven,  because  of  their  purity, 
.approach  near  unto  the  Divine  preseiii-e,  '  dritd<  only 
pure  water,  thev  beint::  continually  and  wholly  em- 
ployed in  the  contemplation  of  (iod.'  +  V.vcn  m 
heaven.  \ou  see,  the  best  men  abstain  !  " 

The  Prophet  forbade  wine  because  of  the  dis- 
graceful excesses  of  one  of  his  lollowers,  Hamzali  ; 
at  the  same  time  prohibiting:  t;.imin,c:  of  every  sort.  :J: 
("i.tnibline,  hr  said,  (  .lused  he.irt-bin  nines  antl 
(juarrels,  .and  intoxicants  led  to  f(H)lish  bickerinj::;  in 
companv  .and  i<>  the  neylert  f)f  i)rayer  or  the  ind(>cenl 
lierform.iiiie  of  it. 

(  )n  the  .appearance  of  this  revelation  to  the 
Prophi't,  the  t.etoial  faiiatu  ;i'  one  arose  and  went 
*  ;  nr.i  x.wMi,  44,  4;;,  4C  t  ^,1,1.1  Ixxuii,  j-/,  ii.  :  Sui.i  n.  716. 
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iMiiiul  the  hoiisfs  <,t  the  Moslems  <.f  Medina  and 
!circii)ly  emptied  ilieir  vessels  ot  all  licjuor;  and  it 
i>  amusing  to  know  that  even  in  those  da\s  the 
opponents  of  ahstinen(e  hethoii^dit  them  ot  "thf 
poor  uidows  and  orphans"  whose  suhsisteiKc  would 
he  injured  hy  the  (ieteriorai  mn  not  of  |)reuer\  or 
(hsiillery  shares  hni  of  tli-ir  pn>periv  wliieh  had 
iierii  iiufsled  in  w  iiie  I 

I  nforttinatejy  one  soiiieiimes  s.-es  a  drunken 
Aral)  in  liisLra,  where  the  absinthe  and  other  s[iirits 
HI  the  l-'rench  catis  ha\e  proved  aii  awful  (  iirse  to 
the  natu.s;  and  the  I'VeiK  h  'ronihoja.  set  tip  in  the 
sijuare  l)v  the  lianleti  of  (Gazelles,  exerrises  a  fatal 
fascinalion  omt  tli<-  Arab  men  and  hoys.  This  vear 
the  L;aminL:  ta'  'es  of  the  ("asitio  were  not  <)[iened 
(Jurmu  mv  stay,  hut  I  was  told  that  thirint,'-  previous 
seasons  the  Arabs  had  crowded  tju'  p!a<e.  and  such 
wns  their  skill  and  runiiinr^  tint  the  mvner  had  rome 
out  the  loser.  '  11  this  depra\ity,  however,  is  a  rausc 
of  sndness  to  the  pious  Mosletn,  who  niwnws  dejilonvs 
the  new  \ires  whtrli  Juiropean  coiKjUest  has  brought 
\M  t  h  It. 

lo  the  Ivuropeans  at  our  hotel  the  Fe.ast  had  been 
the  subjert  of  much  in(|tiiry  and  speculation,  .ind  the 
evasive  answers  to  .ill  (questions  made  by  the  i^uides. 
Iiecinninq:  with  Taib's  "I  do  not  know."  only  ad.led 
to  the  tjeneral  perp!exit\-. 

"  \\  liy  was  it  (/illed  bv  manv,  instead  of  tfie 
'  loast  ot  iMeakiiii,'  the  l-'asi.'  the  '  Feast  of  .Mutton  '  ? 
Whv  was  a  sheep  killed  in  the  earlv  p.art  of  the  il.av 
(I'Kinj,'  the  first  di\-  <,f  th.'  niontii  Shawal)  bv  a 
nienib.  r  of  every  household?  Whv  was  the  hntel 
ot  the  houses  sprinl.:led  with  the  bloori  y  X^d  wh\-, 
on  an  ontsid,.  ,  ,.rner  o|  il:e  mo!  ,,f  most  ,,|  the  houses. 
V. as  a  jar  pla<'ed  'i  " 
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So  much  .-ifrrnd  <<i  the  iliou^lulcss  scdfring,  or  the 
lit,'lit  jest,  at  their  rchirious  (.Ijscrvanro  and  suptT- 
stitiniis  an-  the  Ixas  ami  men  ului  wait  about  the 
liMtcls.  that  lh<'v  will  i-\rn  c:<)  so  tar  a'-  to  clcnv  that 
these  things,  heloni^inu  to  the  |-"eaM,  had  been  done 
,-,1  ;,1|.  As  I  did  !Hit  rare  to  bombartl  Ah  with  further 
'luesiions.  it  called  for  a  tinat  deal  ot  paii-nt  iiKiiiiry, 
with  intortnatioii  L:alher.tl  a  little  here  and  a  little 
there,  to  L;et  a  connected  >tory. 

It  is  clear,  tir'-t  of  all,  that  the  sheep  is  kilh'd  to 
coniniemorate  the  inteiuieil  sacritici  b\-  Abraham  of 
iiis  s,,ii,  who  u.as  redeemed  by  a  ram.  The  actual 
feast  is  ni.'i'ie  with  this  sheep  (.r  lamb,  and  part  of 
the  fooii  is  uiven  to  the  pixT.  'The  s|,rinklin;,'  of  tiic 
lintel  with  the  blood  doubtless  irot  its  oripin  from 
anollter  practice  of  oUI   Uible  days. 

As  l<ir  the  jar  on  the  housriops,  Ali  \olunteere(! 
that  it  contauu'd  thf  bailey  of  the  I'ropliet,  ctuisist- 
inu  of  the  last  food  r.aten  bs'  the  sheep  btfor<-  it  is 
slain.  Anv  more  e\a<t  inhirnialion  than  this  it 
seemed  impossible  to  elicit.  I  wondered  if  it  had 
anvlhini,'  to  di.  with  tho-.''  scnils  of  the  faithful  whose 
spirits,  according:  to  a  tradition  of  tin;  Prophet,  rest 
in  the  crops  of  ^leeii  birds.  Or  was  it  an  o'terin^  lo 
the  jmns  or  ucnii.  uhnh  mischievous  sj)irits  are 
thought  to  be  kepi  in  prison  during  I\am;idiian,  and 
when  thev  (dine  out  aiul  this  would,  ot  course,  be 
the  lir.sl  dav  of  their  release  station  themselves  on 
roofs  and  throw  dow  n  brieks  and  stones  at  passers-by. 
As  tliey  are  vcrv  apt  to  iiilf<r  pinvisi.  >ns,  it  is 
p,  -sible  that  the  barlev  is  put  out  in  tiie  hope  of 
satisf\inc  them  without  further  i"ss  to  the  house- 
holder. 'I  his.  houexer.  Is  nure  conjecture;  ot  the 
fai  Is      "  i   di '  III  it  kui  >\\  ." 

I    found    that,    to   secure    llunisehes    ayainst    the 
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jinns,  i!)c  di-voul  rc[)f<-it  ihi-  wonls,  "In  the  n.iiiH-  nt 
(till],  flic  (•(imp.'i.ssi<iiiat»'.  till-  niftcitiil  I  "  nn  lof  kinc: 
ill'-  (|ixir>  ot  their  Iiouscn,  rcn'ms,  tir  riostrs.  or 
lovfTint^  tli«-  hrfad-ha.skcts  i  .r  an\-   vcsmI   rMntainiiii:^ 

for.fl. 

'liif  killing'  I  if  tile  lanil)  Imp  tlic  Fra'-t  i->  rfc:ard(\l 
,is  a  ijri'a!   horidiir. 

Deep  is  the  cl''V(  ii  ji  in  <'f  tlif  Arab  woniti)  tr> 
flifir  S'lns.  and  it  is  tdUchinL:  t<>  sec  tho  sai-ritlrt- 
a  pii'if  struculniL:  widnw  v.ntnan  will  make  to  turn 
her  i)ov  out  in  Inir  rlothcs  tor  this  I'"fa--t.  I'lUt  tlu> 
climax  ot  her  jov  is  r<'a(  hcd  whrii  ihc  hov,  lia\uiLr 
ffninrd  ili<-  aye  of  about  cichifcn,  kills  his  first  lamb 
tor  tin-  l-rasi  as  a  sii;n  tliat  he  is  nou  a  man;  shr 
havinc  lirst  washed  Ins  feet  lo  show  that  she  reroi^'- 
nises  her  tirst-h.  rn  as  the  firad  and  s^iiardian  of  the 
home.  I 'snail V  this  is  the  orcasion  of  jijs  |]rst 
faking;  part  in  the  (ireat  I'raver,  in  preparation  for 
V.  hirh  !)••  must   keep  his  first  fast. 

Our  bov  Taib,  bejp.i;  onl\  sixteen,  has  vet  to  kill 
the  Iamb;  the  mere  thoucht  of  it  mnkes  the  timid 
lad  slinnk  from  iiis  ci'mint;  responsibiliti<-s  as  his 
mother's  only  son.  When  we  asked  h  n  wh\-  he  did 
not  join  in  the  praver.  he,  witli  tears  in  Ins  eyes,  said. 
"If  mv  father  had  Ined.  ne  \\ou!d  have  taken  me 
e\.Tv  \ear.  I'.-riiaps  when  I  am  eit;hteen  I  shall  ^o 
v.  nil   m\-  friei-ids." 

ft  IS  at  two  \e,:rs  ,,(  ncr  tint  a  bo\"s  hair  is  first 
rut.  and  tins  is  m.i  !•■  the  orrasioii  of  a  feast.  .\|«.-;t 
this  ape  he  is  first  Qwm  a  hurnnus.  _\  tinv  fiirnd 
of  ours  on  his  serond  birthday  blossomed  out  into 
a  corq-eous  cinak  of  pale  blue  rlofh.  spiendidlv  em- 
broidered in  c-!'!:  his  small  nurse  rould  ^.^nely 
muster  cnoncl;  breatii  m  lieralm.isf  sp,.echies>  pndf 
to  inform   rs  that   it  hnd  cost  filtv  franco! 
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At  am-  .It,'!-  Iroin  ahdiii  twd  i<,  >i-\cn  the  hovs 
nm^t  iinai  :,il)l\-  ti.-  i  irc  uiih  isfd,  nltlK  iiiijli  tlir  ordi- 
nance is  not  laid  down  in  die  Koran.  '1  Ins  is  niostlv 
«ion<-  durini;  i'-  month  of  Kamaclhan,  and  ncariv 
f\crv  di\'  tli,.-  uiTf  |]ic  must  cxritinc  Arab  pro- 
ri-ssHiiis.  \i,ii!i  till'  women  danrinij  fjmte  pifitilv,  and 
ilie  men  letting'  oil'  I'lre-arms  \\i:Ii  die  loudest  possihli 
reports  and  the  ma\inunn  <  .1'  snnjlce.  The  htije 
cijijecis  (/t  di-  lete  rode  on  tile  l)a(ks  <it  horst'S  or 
mules,  with  t!ie  j,'a\est  (aparison  possible.  (ireat 
\',as  mv  amusement  one  dav  to  see  a  proud  Arab  ( rf 
about  li\c  \ears  stridiu;^  his  horse  m  haiichtv  state 
;is  the  riiiiic  ,,1  so  much  denionslralion  and  gaietv, 
puflni:^  ii  ii^',i''i  Itc ! 

"  All    uric  onsciniis   <i|    tlu  if   dnum 
i  Ik     little    \  i(  tiiiiv    |)|;i\  1  " 

I  he  o|)eration  itseli  is  perlornied  accorihuL,'  to 
(learly  laul-dovi.n  laus  bv  a  marabout. 

When  Ah  took  leave  of  us  at  the  end  of  the 
e\cnin^  he  (.veru  helmed  us  with  profound  thanks 
tor  what  he  called  his  short  time  <if  pli-asurc. 

I  atteruards  found  that  it  is  usua!  with  all  Arabs 
to  describe  what  the\  like  .,-.  of  short,  and  what  thev 
dislike  as  of  I(Mii,'.  duration.* 
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IxI'MiHv--     Ulll     h.ivr     IK'IKcd     th.lt     up     ti         'MS    poillt     I 

liavc  si;ir.cly  iiiiTiii' iticil  i\\r  iw^iiv.  c  i<\  Arab 
Women.  Thf  fact  i>  that  iliirniL.'  lln'  lirst  weeks  of 
•  lUr  stay  in  lii-kra  ur  iu\er  saw  a  wortiaii,  with  the 
exteptii.ii  .  .t  the  daiuiiit:  .cirls  (the  ()iiled  Nails), 
v.ho  illhalilt  IWo  little  streets  (if  the  towti.  where 
thev   appear    i;n\eili(l   and    bedecked    m    jewels,    and 

are  e<  .nsiMJUellliv  ont.-lde  the  ken  nf  the  respect, ihle 
Arab   wnnieii. 

W'e  were  naiiiralU  <  iiridiis  as  \^>  the  hitlden  lives 
led  bv  th<-  ui\es  and  tlaus^hlers  <  ,i  dur  nnv.  numeniiis 
fiiemls,  ftiit  as  V,  e  had  been  warned  tliaf  the  Arab 
rt'LTards  it  as  most  imiirojier  for  aiiv<iiie  even  to  ask 
after  his  \\omenfolk  we  saw  htlle  cliaiKe  of  learniiii^' 
aiuthmi;  about   natixe  home-life. 

Ho',>.e\er,  as  time  went  on,  ;wn\  we  gained  the 
contideiiie  ot  different  friends,  the  o[)portiinities  we 
liad  ((Acted  arose.  I'irst,  oiir  bov  T.aib  broiiL,dit  us 
an  in\  nation  from  lijs  mother  at  \'iei;\  IJivkra,  teli- 
m:,  lis  lliat  it  we  (  ared  to  i^o  to  his  home  :\  voimt,- 
married  sistrr  would  be  there  to  hejn  his  mother 
To  rr-('ei\e   us. 

<  )t  course  we  accepted:  and  on  the  morninp 
(  hwsen  we  w(-r»  jiroudly  taken  bv  the  l,id  to  his  liome. 
which  IS  one  oi  the  mud  houses  standing:  "n  th'- 
Iie.-iutiful    road   leading    throiu^'h    Kas-el-truerna. 

On    either    sid.     of    this    road    .are    p.ilni    tT'irdens, 
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vnrifd  tiv  tun  or  ihrrr  oraiiuf  ^rovt-^,  in  wIikIi  t!n- 
fruit  \^,■l^  iinu  Mi^c.  It  is  a  <li.-irmiiiij  r(i,-i(i.  with  the 
lf)\\  nuKi  \'..ills  'if  the  i^'ardcns,  niiil  thf  hrisli  ImW- 
rnn.ii  (i  .'illi-d  a  sr^iKir)  df  sparklinL:  u.itrr  riinnnic 
hv  the  >i(li';  and  it  Ix-cainc  nur  faxonnii-  walk,  fur 
h<Tf  \\f  alwnvs  found  shchcr  froiii  th<'  noith  wind 
and  shade  from  the  scorcliini:  sun,  while  the  native 
lite  passini;  iiji  and  down  between  Biskra  market  and 
\'ieii\  Hiskra  ^avc  it  coiislantly  varying  interest  and 
colour. 

Arrived  at  r.iil)'s  door-  we  niu«.t  remeinber  that 
Ijeint:  tlie  <inl\  son  ot  his  mother,  and  she  a  widow, 
lie  IS  the  tutin  of  the  jiouse  ami  is  alreadv  tleferred 
to  hv  the  women  of  his  familv  we  witnessed  tlie 
(|ui*'t  courtesy  with  which  alone  it  is  jiropcr  for  a 
Moslem    to  enter   a   dwelling,'. 

]\\  the  Prophet's  example,  on  (  iminil  to  a  door, 
<inc  should  stand  not  in  front  n{  it.  hut  on  the  side. 
and  sav  in  a  low  viiice,  "The  Peace  ot  (iod  be  with 
vou  !  "' 

I  r.  the  Koran  the  most  particular  instructions  are 
piven  as  to  the  obserxance  of  ^ood  manners  in  eiitt-r- 
int;  a  house  not  voiir  own,  and  as  we  foiiiul  that 
'I  aib's  mother  sliared  tlieir  home  with  another 
familv,  it  was  necess.irv  ff)r  hini  to  keep  ihcM-  rules. 

"  ( )h  \e  who  l)flie\t-I  enter  not  into  other  hoii>,.''i 
than  M'lir  own.  until  \-e  ha\e  .i^kfil  l'-a\e,  .and  li,'i\t 
sfilu!e<!    its   inm.'itf  s. '"* 

Ma\ini,'  saluted  the  Ik^usp,  'raVn  pushed  i.j.en  tiie 
roupli  outer  door,  and  rntered  the  dark,  window  less 
hole,  with  a  mud  floor,  whi'h,  for  want  of  a  better 
word,  one  miisi  call  the  \i-stibu!e.  Heo-  he  s.inij 
out  in   Ar.'ibic  his  re(|uest  for  .ulmission,    upon  which 

•  Sur.i  \\!\  .   .'7. 
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ati.T  a  t.'w  ><•<.. lul.s  (.f  \\;nlm^  l.-r  it  sli..\^r>  ^r.at 
rudcnf^>  to  .Milrr  aiiv  \u>u-i-  abruptly  tli.-  inn.  r 
door  was  ojx'n.-il  hv  a  <  li,M.  and  Tail,  a-kt-d  u-.  u, 
tntt-r  the  ruoin  to  whit  h  it  li-d. 

It  was  a  fairlv  larur  r.»Mn.  v.  iili  touch  mud  ualls 
and  uiK-\cn  mud  tlix^r.  It  had  i!.>  uind-u.  hut  tlicrc 
was  a  s(inari-  h..h-  in  thr  mitldlr  ot  the  c-din^' 
wliiili  vsas  suppi.ttrd  l)y  lli<-  trunk  <.!  a  pahn-tn-t- 
and  tht<)Ut:li  this  the  sm.,kr  fidm  th--  tin-  .m  the  floor 
mad.'  Its  wv  out.  In  i^nv  ((.rn.  r  a  wdl-K'rown  lam!) 
was  iflhi'ifd. 

i  hen-  was  n>>  luinitun-  whatrv.r  in  the  room,  but 
wr   (..uld   disc-t-rn    m   thr  hait-hudit    that   Taib's   p.K.r 
old   mclher   was  risins;   Iroin  on.'  of   th.-   mats   uhuh 
arc  spread   upon   the  t1oor  and  take  the  place  ot   the 
chairs  and   s<.tas  winch   we  think   necessary  for  coiu- 
turt.     Our  host,^s^  was  nd   viiletl,  and  as  she  came 
stnlv    f<;rward     laib    proudly    introduced    us.       We 
shoiJk  her  hand,  and  she  re(|Uist.d  her  boy,  in  whom 
it  was  plain  to  see  her  soul  deliKlUeil,  to  Jj;ive  us  JH-Iile 
inessauesi.f  welcome,  which  he  translated  into  Irench 
for  U-.      In   leuirn  we  asked  hmi  to  put  into  Arabic, 
lor   ins   iiioil-.er's   pleasure,   sentiments  of    interest   in 
him,   and  <iur  sen-e  t.f  ilie  honour  she  had  done   us 
to  ill',  itc  us  tn   her  liome. 

At  ihi-5  moment,  out  ot  the  darkness  of  a  '"ecess, 
afterwards  seen  to  be  a  kind  of  lupboard  whuii  iiuist 
he  taileil  a  l)edroom,  came  a  girlish  liKi'f^'"'  »-l'>lhed 
in  prelt\  colours,  ami  jiiiL^huL;  witli  nuu  h  jewellery, 
wlioin  'iaib  introduced  witli  beaming  satisfaction  as 
hi'-  sislei  . 

She  was  a  beautiful  girl  of  about  nineteen,  having 
^mall  features,  an  oli\e  complexion,  small  teeth  which 
were  (juite  perfect,  and  those  lo\.ly  soft  brown  eyes 
which  are  seen   in    no  other   people.      It   was  a   great 
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MillUl-^'  to  II-  'il.ll  ^•ll"•  li  111  '  llMl'K  i.ilil  ,l->ulf  IkT  \<i1, 
and  Ahi-n  \\»-  txpic^-M  ,|  i,,  1  ail)  lli.,t  \m-  U'  re  pltaM-il, 
In-  T'lilifJ  lli.il  V.I-  utif  "In.  iMinJs."  ^ptai.iiii:  tl"' 
uiiuls  in  ^in  ii  a  v.av  .i>  miiiliril  that  iiliIiiml;  mnit- 
lU'i'il   lie   saiil. 

Wf  hail  hrard  mum  li  nl  Aral)  h.  .s|.iialit\ .  th.  mitli 
,,t  uhiili  '.'.(  \v>!f  tiillv  III  |)iii\c  tliiiuii^  <iur  sla\  in 
I'.iskra.  in  ihi-  piMir  iicim-  r\crv  thinu  the  minai'--. 
[>.issr->>f,  I  v.,1--  (itiiii'd.  and  uhiir  \m-  laikrd  li.  the 
viiiiiii^ir  v.i.nian  llir  i.ldir  i-nr  uaN  alrt-uly  :>(juatlinL; 
1)\  ihf  f\)i-.  laiiiiini^  It  in;.'  l1amr--  a--  -In-  !fd  it  uitli 
(hud  palm  liiam  !ifs.  m  ihr  liirin-  tlial  we  should 
consent  to  Id  hrr  makr  us  a  cnddir  i  ala-  at  !i-a--t. 

Mianwhili-  Tali)  was  spn-adint,  nials  h.r  us  to 
si!  1,11,  imi,  thinking;  it  kind'-r  to  d'l  liin-  an\  lood 
uhnh  vr,|ii;rd  .....kin^^.  v  i-  lonsi-nn-i!  to  tin-  sui,- 
u;csiii>ii   to  sif   thi-  lior  <■  and   i^o  up  to  iIk-  Mat    io(/t. 

A  (  aiidli-  was  hi^hird  to  sIkju  ihc  way,  and  in 
ihf  iiio-t  di-piccatini;  inaniur  'I'aih's  sistri  ottered 
toaiioiiipaiu  us.  'Idle  defen-me  pai(.l  to  nicii,  wliu'i 
wiuild  III  I  ;iliow  liiis  L:irl  to  i^n  out  <it  ihe  tloor  heton- 
me,  until  1  had  stroiiLllv  insisted,  was  not  i  oiTifortauIe 
li  >  a    I'.uri  .jieaii. 

Ihe  "hoU-e"  iiillslsted  (  ,t  the  Tiioin  v,  e  Were  ill, 
one  o!'  tWii  linv  \'.  liulow  le-s  Iiioms  <  idlllL:  ott  it 
which  \\<-rv  u-ed  tor  sleeping:  purpo.si-s,  while  up  a 
\cr\  dar!;  and  ranishaelde  .staiiiasc  we  tound  a  small 
lo!l  filled  wilii  d,ili-s  which  were,  ot  (  ouise,  oftel'ed 
lis  wiihoiil  slim  inoiluT  loll  ux'i]  as  a  tiedrooiii, 
and  a  door  leading  on  to  tlu-  root.  Here  on  tiie  wall 
sih  roimdinL:  ihr  lioiisc  se\cral  pi;,'eons  \M-re  perilled, 
lookiiit:  beautilul  mi  the  i  lear  sunliudit  wliiih,  with 
the  cloudless  lihie  sk\ ,  contrasted  So  delie^htfullv  w  itli 
till-  d:irkness  ot  the  inierior  of  the  Ikhisc.  On  this 
foot,    l"ai!)  intornii-d   lis.   he  and  the  other  "men"  of 
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till-  li..iis.-  slept  .ill  ilm.imli  ill"-  simmi.  r,  ciijuvini;  llif 


( (pm|).ii.ili\f  I 


I  H  lIlll'^S 


,1   Ihiil;   hi   iIh-  ••pill  .iir. 


Wliti)   \\r   Ii.kI  ills.  «ii(l.-i!.   ilir   iv\M   Ar.ib   wonitii 


tuni.lU    <\.imiiii-d  inv    uitf  >   ywc 


.IIU 


I    with   inu<  li 


iiitfrr>i    she    riimii'd 


sure 


ll      It      V.iTf      lli't 


i;in 


Ii.pf.iM       Wdlllcll. 


i\i  ri'iiu-l  V 


tile    .  o;nplinirnt .      1    ;'iu    (|iiilc 
till-    tli.uni  iiuIn    U'lrii    l)y 
•iml     ulii'li    till-     Aril)-'    .ulinirf 
111    in     110    u.i\     fins     ill'' 


p<  )>si-.>Mi<  )n>>   () 


Ilic     laltiT     W'U 

f    ihrir    sisitiiis,    ulid    ill    their    e\es 


.■lie 


l< 


W  IIU 


hi-   pitii-t!   lor   tilt-    m.iile.juate  aiiK.mii    ot    jeuellety 
1  (-spet  lallv   tot"  their  lark  ot   tin- 


tjiev  uear,  aiK 


i-nL:ia\e(i 


all 


kit  ts    u  liii  ll    ll 


\r 


1 1 )      Wit 


mi-ii    M  iiii    ''> 


value   alii>\t- 


11   their  (itlier   tri-asiire- 


\'er\     hiiinan.    in    spil'-    "t    their    Mihjr<li.iii 


ari- 


tl 


\  aniti'-s. 


t   the  I'.ast,  ami,  in  their  [)er>«>iial 
vei A    little   Lhth-renl    In 'in    the    \\(»incii    \".h(. 


lese    IXMir    \Minli-Il   '  t 


li\(-    nil 


d.T 


ronditmn- 


.t     frt-fiiiim    sUllieielU    t-Vell     to 


punllire    (rif    Mitt  raC'Iti'. 


A   (li>iin(  t    uarniiiL^ 


il 


i'r..phet    about    thoe   anklit>,    "l.t-t    the   u..inen    not 

r  their  hnkl'ii 


>lril 


their  teei  t<>u;<ilu-r 


a>  to  uisi  (i\ ( 


•  irnaiiu-n 


t>,"    has    imt    hreii    t-niinL;!i    l<>   >nppre»   tin- 


ippniacii    tii 


an 


tinklinjj:    ulihli    ahsavs    l).-tra\>    th 

Arab   \soiiian,   any    more   than,    I    .sniipn-e,   the   most 

drastii    warniiiL:   v.onld   snppre^s  tin-    nisilinL:  ot    --ilk 


skii  Is  i)V  u  im 
iniKHt-nt  pridt- 


inanv 


.lie 


hsh 


V,  I) 


men  beiras'  a  linle 


As  these  two  i,'(-mle  women  came  to  tin-  door  \Mtli 
li\t-    thev    loukl    not    rt-train    troin    a 
link-  ilarikin^'  ot  their  or-ianu-nt- ,  and  m  tlu-ir  thiki- 
likr    minds    I    telt    surt-    tlu-\    (  \perienced    di-licht    at 


lis    t()    sa\-    i^oocl 


the  impression  < 


it 


randeur  ihev   wt-rr   m 


ikiiii 


'lait 


)'s    sister   \cntnrecl    vt-rv    slivK    to   asl- 


it'    w I 


wo 


uld  cart-  ti>  visit  her  at  ln-r  own  home  s, ,me  day, 
where  she  wduld  show  lis  how  she  worked  at  a  liand- 
luuni    in    tlie    wea\iiiL,'    of    the   slulT    of   wliiih    men's 


7'.  I  HI     1)1  SI  U  I    (JMI-WA^ 

hiiiinai   I  111. nil-,      .111      iii\  iI.ilK'i)      w '       ii-,nlil\ 

.M  I  iiil"  il. 

I  li, |.-  ..I  iii.innits  Ml  idilli  III  till-  Koran  as  Ut 

I  lit!  111'^  lii.iiM-  lia^  nian\  miIk  r  |M,ini-,  in  adtlition  to 
tliuM-  t>f  askini,'  Ii.im-,  ami  t:i\uii;  iIh'  saliiiatiDn, 
".1/  sitlam  iiliii-i"  (Tcni-  lir  ti|M)n  ilici). 

It    tlirlc    is    llM   nllf    ,lt     ih.mr    \\llill    V'U    U  lH  X  1< ,     \i>ll 

ina\  not  rtiiiT  iiiilfss  Ic.iM-  In-  l;i\'ii.  ami  it  llifif  an- 
ininalfs  .iini  iIh's    ■  .r. .  "(i..  \f  li.i<  1.,"  tlnii  you  must 

L;m  Ij.hIi.  I'l  ll'i  (.I'-'-  !■>  It  lliTCl.t  til  111'  IIIlplJl  IU^.llr 
t<.|    .iiliinvsh  .n,  (ii    III  wail   .it   till-  til", I. 

It      1^      I)..!.      lli.V.iMM.      V.Iiill;,      tw     rllttr     lliiUSfS      111 

wiii^h  ii'i  mil-  ilwrlK,  III  til  i^ii  iiiiii  juililu  latfs, 
v|iii|i>,   viiriU,    anil   -i>  nil,    witlinut    pn-ainlilc,    lur   the 

Ml|iJ)lv     111     \i    lir    !!iTiK.* 

I  lin-r  tiniiN  111  ilii'  i!  ■.  Iirli'ic  till'  liisi  inuinint; 
|)r.'i\iT,  and  \'.liiii  liii-  ^.iiiiii  Ills  arr  laul  asnlr  at  iiii'iri 
I'M  till-  --irvi.i,  .iiilI  aliiT  till-  int-nmi^  pra_\iT  rvi-ii  tlit* 
iiii-inl)i-i>  lit  lin-  linii-fth  lid.  a;id  i  liiKln'ii  and  -servants, 
iMUsi  nt^aid  ilif  |)ii\ai\  i  it  t  ln-i  r  .siipt'i  inrs,  iml  t-ntiT- 
niU  iiiti'  llu'ir  pii'-riii  !•  \>,ithi)iit  lf,.\c  .\!tir  llicsi" 
iiip.r^  tlii-'v  ina\  1^')  tirrh'  Ml  aiid  mil  nt  the  ditit-rent 
itn.iii.s  wiiliiiiil  spit  id  lra\i-.  I>ii!  ulifii  cliiiiiri-n  are 
<if  rit^f  tlii-'v  iiiu -i  a'-i^  Iia\r  at  all  tiiiU'S  to  fniiic  into 
lll>'  ji.ililll-  '  prr^tiur,  "as  till  \'  \\  llii  \MTf  bcfi  Tf  I  lit' 111 
as'ki'd   It." 

(  >ii  tiir  u.iv  li.n  1,  111  IitNl;rn  \\«^  pa^'';i'd  iln'  t-ntranct' 
III  thr  litilr  p  ilni-L:ai  dill  111  ^iiliuli  I  aib  owns  an 
mirii'-i,  si, and  v.iili  iv.o  nilu-rs,  and,  tiiulin^  that 
Ut.'  will'  .iiiMiiii-.  Ill  SI  I-  ii.  hr  ii.iii>  US  round  the 
sniali  dniiiiin.  Ilinr  ucii'  a  nundjri"  ot  tlate-palms 
and  I  Hir  1 .1    t  VM  I   lii;-l!  I'i's. 

The  dair-tri'c  v.a-..  I  am  sure,  ircatt-d  fur  the  .\rab 
P'lipli'.    :oi    11   f\aiil\    nii-'fts  their   iin'tls.      Vcrv   little 
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work  IS  u.iiiiid  to  .iilii\.iir  It;  I'l  n,, in. "Mir  li.ts  s.,ul, 
tlir  uiilv  i|itn;iii(l  llif  d.ili -;''''ii'  m.iLf.  i-.  tliat  "it-^  l«-«'l 
shall  Uf  III  .1  siri-am  <.i  v..it.-r  ;iiid  Us  li'-atl  in  tlit- 
tiirnatf  lit   lifa\i-n." 

Natuii-  lias  111  re  provi'lrJ  tli.-  wat.T  in  the  fxliaiist- 
li  sv,  spiinuis  ..1  ihf  Uiskia  <iasi,,  ami  v.  Iifii  man  lias 
unci-  niailc  llw  sii^iiar  or  lillli-  i  anal  litlli-  mtirr 
!r(|iini's  [,<  hr  (I. me  than  l<>  ilirtc  i  tin-  supplv  nf  uattr ; 
an.!  .IS  tor  ilic  fiiriind'.  that  inav  hi-  cntirclv  i<-lt  as 
Natiin'-,    uork. 

WIkii  tiw  |>alin-li<r  llou.-i--,  "-ai  h  hh-mn  has  to 
l.f  tiTtihsfil  hv  haiul  (uitti  rare  rX(  rpin.iis).  ami.  of 
course,  m  thf  aiiinniii  the  dates  must  lie  leathered, 
p.'Hkfi!,   ,iik1  (lesp;.t(  lu-d. 

Tile  imuimcrahlf  liti'f  irncation  streams  are  fed 
troin  the  main  i  anaN,  uhnh  air  direi  ted  Ifom  the 
s.nirif  ot  the  pre<  lolls  water  supj)I\  through  every 
\il!ai;t'  of  the  oasis,  l^oJiil;  maiiv  miles  on  their  lite- 
^iviiii,'  errand. 

I'lie  hundreils  ot  j^ardeiis  arc  watered  at  iii.tly 
staled  limes,  an  elahoratrlv  aiianced  s\  ^tem  (jt  datn- 
miiiL^  lieinL;  ns.d  to  direi  t   the  llow. 

A  riL;lit  to  water  is,  of  (niirM-,  most  important  in 
the  llasi,  where  imitation,  and  not  rainfall,  must  be 
looked  to  to  sustain  lite.  '1  he  mort-  tlit;  date  is 
wat.ied  the  larj^'er  and  more  juHV  tin-  fruit.  I  o  i,'et 
thf-  lust  results  It  should  h.ive  the  rivuli-t  flowing 
.about  its  root>,  everv  tiiird  or  lounh  day  ;  a  condition 
possible  a'  Hiskra,  v  hit  h  as  a  i  onsefiucnce  is  laiiKjUS 
for   its  d.ites. 

Naiur.illv  there  will  be  disputes  between  the 
(litferent  o\s  iiers  of  tranlens  as  to  the  fairness  of  the 
division  of  th,"  supplv,  for  t'.ie  moment  one  man  fails 
to  dam  up  the  canal  after  the  period  for  the  water 
to   ruf,   through    iiis  gard'-n    js,   up,   he    is   practically 
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K'lilnn^  III-  mii^'liliuui  In  (IrlaiiiiiiL'  llif  sli-am  tr(jni 
till-  w  aitini,  I  li.iiiiirl . 

1  ii<-i-  uatiT  ili>|iiili--.  Ml  lliskra  aif  r'tcncii  Id 
till-  Kaid,  ihi-  Arab  i  Im-f,  ulu.  di'iidcs  ifi.-  just  pro- 
li'.iiiiii)  <,i  wal^r  aiii.v'.rd  III  rai  h  ^ardi-ii.  Without 
lii^  [)'-rnii->vii  111  IK,  |ii-rs()n  ina\  in  aii\'  wav  allcr  or 
oli^liiiil  l!n-  waiir  Minniiii,'  1I1101114I1  lnsi.wii  i_;idiirHl. 
In  some  part--  •  .t  liu  |{a-^t  lhi>  (jut-stion  ot  iiTiL;ai:on 
liaik  t.,  nioii-  (li'~]iiili--,  aiiii  i  \cii  nninlrrs,  than  aiu- 
liiiiiL;  '  I-'-. 

In  the-  ]ia!ni-t:.'iri!'  n>  ur  otti-n  saw  Aiah  ni'-p. 
niaiviiii;'  liu-i;-  lormal  [liaM-is  at  tin-  appoiiiird  Pim---, 
Mi'haniinii  haviiiL:  >.iid,  "  A((  cptahlr  is  dcxotioii  in 
ihf  <.:aidi'ii  and   the  or(  hard." 

'I  ail)  and  Ins  paitnrrs  in  this  j^ardi-n  had  ni-xcr 
i'>iind  It  ni>  i'~sar\  to  anjical  lo  the  Kani,  liaviiis.' 
L;ood  iifii^hhoiii  ^.  \^  in  our  ('hrislian  religion,  so 
in  till-  Koran,  the  diil\-  to  one's  nrii^hhoiir  is  imich 
insisird  on,  ,iiul  n  is  as  carrinllv  ohst-rvrd  ijv  tlir 
|iions  Mo-.Iini  as  l)\  iln-  sin(iTi-  Chri'-tian.  "Sluiw 
l.iiKhii-^^s  unto   \i.;;r  nciLdihoiir,    uhtilicr   kinsman  ur 

lew  -(  '  lUltr  "  * 

\\  !■  as'-.i-d  I  ail)  li(j\v  it  (  ainc  about  thai  three 
nei^hbouis  \\eie  owners  of  one  i^ardeii  whieli  so  1 011- 
\enientK    adjoined  thi'r  conibiiied   home. 

With  M(;sli'ins,  \se  loiind,  ilu  dutv  of  neii^dibuurs 
!•  esjirri,il!\  ob'-ei\ed  ill  itie  sale  of  property.  The 
rr-iphei  laiii  it  do\Mi  liiat  the  neit^hbour  of  ,a  Ikmisc 
ha--  .1  Inst  r'i_h!  to  the  piinh.i-e  of  it,  or  ot  ;idjoiiiinL; 
I'lud.  And  it  a  iiei;,hl)onr  is  ab--enl  from  home,  the 
ovMier  must  0.<  li  r  a  sale  until  his  return. 

In  tills  \ill,.:,e  i,t  l\.as-el-eueri  ia  as  in  m-arlv 
(■\-.-'-\-  Arab  village  tiiero  is,  near  the  moS(j!ie,  a 
roueh    loot    a(  ross   the    rtiad,    utuna-    uliieji,    oil    eacii 

•    !'iir:i    iv.    4.1. 
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sidc.  M-ats  of  mini  li.i\<-  iif-n  ii-..i(lr;  up><n  lli<->f. 
shrlttTfil  ;ilikr  Ir.  .Ill  wind,  Min.  and  laiii.  ur  uriifiall  v 
Idund  scat.-d  (.nc  <.r  \\\'>  p""''  nirii  ffij^aj^cil  iii 
i.-praiMii:  tli>-  naiii.-^  .  it'  (iod.  rnitiiii^'  i)raycr>,  or  iii 
ulliiT  ua\-,  a>  llif  lri>h  >a\  ,  "niakiiii,'  th'-ir  scul--." 
1  •-iiallv  llior  an-  ])< « >v  sr  :aiii;iT>,  uillioiil  fiit;nd><  <T 
nlai  r  (if  ahndi-,  wild  a^k  llir  (in  itt-ctii  ill  nt  ttif  laitli- 
liii.  rill-  (  usiiiiii  (il  nial^iiiu:  llirvf  sliflt;Tr(i  .scats  has 
lioTi  (iiiitiiuifd  fiiiiii  till-  I'll  iplifi's  days;  tur  lie  was 
\riv  i^'diid  to  the  "sitti-rs  oil  tlu-  belli  11,"  as  lie  ciIIihI 
iliiin,  and  often,  when  lie  went  in  to  meals,  lie  uoiild 

I  .ill  some  of  tllein  to  join  llim  ;  and  his  i.;r;ieloii.s 
i\  illinle    is    follo\'  etl    1(     tills   da\. 

1  he  iie\t  in\itaIio:i  ue  receiveti  w  a>  troin  All, 
\'.lio  desired  us  to  take  i  oIk-.-  with  him  at  his  house. 
Aci  <jrdine!\',  on  the  afternoon  named.  \se  rant;  the 
I'eJI  ot  the  imporiaiit  result  ii'e  in  uhieh  our  triend 
had  a  Miiall  suite  <.f  rooms,  i  ul  off  from  the  rest  ot 
ilie  house,  \\hi(li  was  o(  (  iipii-d  1)\'  his  jiaicnts  and 
their  I  ither  ch.iidren  . 

.\!tlioi;i.;h  the  Arabs  i.'i  this  elas.s  do  not  !i\e  m 
the  roui;h  mud  housi-s  of  tin-  pi^irer  natixes,  tlie\- 
ha\f  their  dwellings  built  on  the  same  plan,  with 
oiie  lloor  only,  and  without  orthnarv  windows,  the 
lii,'ht  bene-  admitted  through  one  or  tw  >  <ipeninL,'s 
ni'ar  the  ■  eiliiii_'-  in  earh  loom,  s.i  iha!  tlu'  interiois 
are  ( ool  and  tiie  sunliLlht  mueh  s,,fi;-ned,  e\en  in 
the    hottest    weather. 

We  Were  admitted  b\  ,a  iiiu'  Arab  servant  maid, 
\'.iio  retireil  at  onee  ,as  Ali  appe.aied  to  welri,nie  us. 
ill-  w.as  all  delighted  siniles,  ,and  in  the  pleasure  of 
ieiei\ini;  quests  his  usu.al  ura\iiy  had  tleti,  and  both 
he  ;ind  an  Ara.b  friend,  who  hai!  joined  t!u-  partv, 
bei  .:me  like  scliooII)o\s  eiiiertainine;  chums  at  .a  tiak- 

sh(  IM. 
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Ills  tniiul  \\.is;i  son  nt  ;!  IcKal   K.ud.  .1  h;iiui-.winc 
VI  tilth   <it    rli.,'htrril,    \\\u>  ti  lUl    UN  tli.lt    Ih'    V..1.s  a   sludfllt 

i.t  iiii-iiii  mr  at  (  oiist.iiuinr.  lie  Imprd  t-vfiiluallv  to 
L;am  Ins  liiploina  in  J'aii>,  aiui  tlit-ii  briniiic  th<-  lir>t 
Aral)  (I'll  tor  i(»  prartiM-  iii  Hibkra,  wliiTf,  iiult.-nl, 
a  inaL^mlii 'III  liiiil  ot  m-imk-  lo  sullcniii;  liunianity 
a\\ails   liiin. 

I  hi-  -m jni,'-i,;oiii  wa-^  qiiili-  Iuiro[)t/aii  111  it-, 
I  iiriii^iiiiiL;,  lor  tlii-n-  wt-ri-  a  tahir  aiul  clian,-,  a  lari^c 
uaiali  I  ilii-  ^oii  ot  1  iijiboaid  in  one  (.irncr,  ami  011  the 
oili>-i'  Mill-  a  liaiul><  line  t  ln'>t  im  cirawer.-.  lo  inv  Mjr- 
]>risc  liiiMc  wi-M',  too,  )liri-i'  or  toiir  pi('tiirr>  on  tin- 
vails,  i.pirb'-iitin^  picttv  (liilclrcii  of  tin-  type  asso- 
...laiiil  Ml  I'll!   minds  with  our  Clin     mas  annuals. 

liiC  oiilv  tliiiij^s  riinindini,^  us  sjjn  lallv  of  tin 
l-.asi  \\f\f  liir  Ijcautifiil  rui,'s  on  tiii-  lloor.  and  a  hand- 
some (  liasi-d  brass  i-wcr,  with  a  tiun  sj),,ut,  aiul  a 
l)asm,  with  v.  huh  \vr  aif  laiinhar  trom  lia\in>^'  srt-n 
illu'-t  laiious  of  tliL-m  i:i  hooks  ot  iravfl,  as  the,  ar^' 
hfiiii;  usrd  f'lr  the  Aloslcni  ahluiKjns. 

!  here  wi-ic,  ot  coursi',  no  lailics  ot  the  household 
present,  Ah  hiniselt  ihsappearin;..;  into  the  recesse:^  (,| 
the  ii.use  to  hriiiL;  in  the  eollee.  uhiih  he  dul  with 
mm  h  droll  mimn,T\'  ot  a  hrench  waiter  at  tiie  (ate 
(ilai  1.  r  in  the  i.,\\n.  The  1  olfee,  made  m  an  Arab 
i^itiiieii,  v.as,  ot  loui  -e,  lielieious;  and  we  had  c  aia•^ , 
ami  a  tli^li  ol  Hiskra  ilates,  whicli  All  ad\ise(.l  u-,  to 
e  it  with  tiie  sli>  ii,d  walnuts  pro\ided.  This  was  not 
a  Hue  uatiNc  meal,  but  an  iinention  ile\ise(.l  b\-  Ah 
to  lake  the  plai  e  ot   luit^hsh  "  hieli-ht '  "  a  lie:- noon  tea. 

W'l-  \\e!e  a  inen\  piii\,  ami  the  little  meal  was 
o\er  all  i'.o  sou!).  In  the  iniervais  of  our  talk  we 
had  iailL;ilt   the  souml  ol    lelllale   \oues   Irolu   the  I'tllel 

part    <'f    the    liouse,    refiTi  i;i;,'   to   whi(h    Ah    said    his 
mother   i'.ad   se\'ral  tallers      laihes,   ,  if   enurs,-      >',liom 
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lif  miit.Ttccl  a-^  .ill  t/ilkiii!^  gimsij)  ,-it  tlu'  same  tiiiK-. 
II'  (il)\  iMii>l\-  cli'\i.tr(t,  as  Aral)  nun  usuallv  .'irr,  lo 
ins  nKiiht-r,  ant!  ;i[)i)!(ii,M>ed  hfcaux-  tlit-  manv  c'lllirs 
made  it  impossible  for  hfr  to  rcniM-  ir.\-  u  iff  th.'it  clav. 

io  our  threat  surprise,  lioucvi-r,  a  little  later  on 
'.'.'Men  his  friend  h'ld  excused  liinisell  ov.int::  ''•  '!''" 
pressing-  nature  of  his  "alT.-iirs"  and  had  left  u-,  alter 
kindlv  invitiiii,'  us  to  \isit  his  Lather's  lioii-e  -  .\!i 
went  out  and  re'urned  with  a  sister,  a  C'l  '^f  tuentv, 
V.  ho,  .all  sh\-iiess  and  (-"nfusion,  all'iwed  heiselt,  with 
.■)  httle  c '"<l-li'"noiired  pi  rsu.'ision,  to  be  br'iUi::ht  into 
ihe  room  and  introduced  to  us.  As  -Me  t.Tlked  l"ren<  h 
:i  little  (a  v.-r\-  iinusu-d  thui;^'  in  nn  A  ■"ah  woman),  we 
were  .able  to  (hat  with  her,  .as  unu  '  as  lier  extreme 
sh\-iiess  U(  aild  permil . 

In  ,1  tew  minutes  Ali  disajipe.-ire'i  a  ^erond  time, 
to  return  almost  c.arrxini,'  in  his  arms  .a  se'ond  si.ster, 
.a  little  older  than  tl;e  first.  Al!  bl^^hes,  she  too 
sp.'ke  timidlv  to  us  in  i-'renih,  b.ith  twirls  ac;reein^' 
tli.il  their  brother  was  a  t:i'e;it  tease. 

i  his  sister,  of  whose  beautv  we  jiad  heard  from 
an  [•In^iish  iadv  wh(»  liad  visited  her  nu.ther.  w.as, 
m\  wife  and  I  atrreed,  one  of  the  loveliest  wrmien  we 
had  ever  seen.  Siie  was  more  fjiieenlv  in  form  and 
manner  ili.an  'Inib's  jirettv  sister,  and,  if  |iossib!e, 
her  eyes  weri'  more  wonderfullv  be.iutiful.  She  had 
tite  same  perfect  teeth,  and  her  moiith  had  those 
(leliraie  riir\ps  rarelv  seen  after  childhorid;  and  a 
wealth  of  hair  of  hlue-blac';  hue  S(*t  off  ih,e  puritv 
ol   her  complexion. 

In  tiie  privacv  «.|  tlie.r  h(.:i;'-  tli'-i  ^irls  and  Ali 
evidentiv  plaved  together  like  nurser\-  .hilrlren.  Ah 
w.is  proud  r,f  his  listers,  while  thev  had  for  iiim  a 
detp  devrition   which  made  them  his  sl,i\es. 


i> 
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AtUT  ,'i  feu  miniil.-v,  (iiirint,'  \^!li'■ll  ^'-'^  'i'"! 
(•\rii,-iii-'--l  ^inijili'  r.imp'in'riiis,  llit-  girl>'  sliyiK-ss 
<  rc.itcd  .1  |),-iiisi\  W'liii  ih.-u  wondfrfiil  instinct  fnr 
ii>;ikin-  llni)L:>  "■•'-v  tor  Ins  i^ucsts  whicii  tlit-  Aral) 
li(..st  n<-Mr  1;h  ks.  All  rrlirvrd  the  mipi-ncimc  au  k\\.-l^(l- 
n(■^s  with  a  jokf.  Sci-ifii:  that  liis  sisu-rs'  inodfstv 
uwiiM  nial;.'  anv  formal  adicUK  iniix'ssihlr,  lit-  p;f- 
t(  lulnl  t(.  lii-(()mi'  ■^tvrrr  at  llii'ir  waste  of  tiinr,  and 
with  a  nii^(  tiif\oiis  twiakh-  in  his  fvc  lir  a^sMnicd 
the  air  ot  a  stern  jailer,  ami,  rappmi;  the  tal)le  siid- 
deiih-  with  a  spoon,  (  ried.  "  Tiavaille/ !  'I'ravaillc/ I  " 
(Work!  Work!)  at  wIikIi  hoih  sisters  scuttled  out 
..f  the  room  in  an  instant,  the  ,ankl'-ls  ,  if  the  heaut\ 
def\iiii,'all  the  moral  precepts.  It  was  ;i  tunny  s(  ene, 
at    w  hit  h   we  laiii:hed  iieartily . 

I  expressed  t  .  \li  our  p'easiire  ;it  m'-etins;  hi> 
'isiers.    delicatels-    hiniiiiL:    a'    my    surprise    at    th'Mr 

;ij)I)i'arini;    U'l\  eiled. 

"To  friim's,"  he  replied,  "tiotliini,'  is  hidden 
t.iknu;  tare  to  add,   houe\er,  that  this  ditl  not   a[)})ly 
lo   Aral)   friends. 

It  was  clear  that  if  the  medical  student  had  not 
taken  his  lea\ewe  should  not  have  been  fa\()Ured  in 
this  wa\.  I  f;i(iuenl!\-  loiind  afterwards,  while  ualk- 
inq;  on  the  lountrv  loads,  or  <vn  lindiUL,'  mvsi'lt  near 
the  ceineter'es  <in  the  tlays  when  the  women  were 
there,  the  iruih  of  Mi's  statement  that  the  Arab 
ladies,  ha\inc  found  I'nat  Europeans  do  not  siare  ,il 
them,  xul!  (hop  the  veil  if  no  Aiab  man  is  m  siq:ht, 
takint:  liii'e  or  no  notice  of  the  presence  ol  an 
I-jii,d!shinan. 

All  iiow  pr>  reeded  to  s1k>\v  US  liis  treasures, 
wliK  li.  ti.  our  nsi. 'nishmeiit.  consisted  in  a  i,'reat  si<ire 
of  rich  clothes  intended  for  a  L;irl.  The'e  were  shoes 
of  a!!  srirts,  from  tlie  most  eiaborati  Iv  emhroidf>re('  to 
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tii')>f  mitMulcd  \(<r  [)!;iiii>'>i  use.  IIk  re  were  rohi-s  of 
i-<>>tl\-  cloth,  N./iliiiL:  111  uTfal  lengths  of  rvcry  sort  of 
l.is.-irritinc  niat.-riri!.  litflt-  pold  .•mhroiclcrfd  caps, 
and  vards  o»  dclKatc  NtiitTs  for  v.rar  round  the  head. 
I  here  was  .Js,,  jc\\cl!rr\-  of  fvtT\  sort,  fioin  the  hravv 
-iKir  ankh'ts  to  iti--  prciiicst  flnccr-rinus.  iMaucrfiil 
after  drawcrful  lir  broiiLrht  lait  and  pil.d  on  the  floor. 
And  then  lie  (jpcncd  the  ciiijhoani,  to  displav  another 
store  ot  niatcrial.s  in  brilliant  colours  and  of  strange 
patiiTiis,  in'ludini:  tv\<>  \fry  handsonu-  niii)tial 
I  iisjiions. 

.M\-  uife  was  lillc.j  Willi  Wonder  and  (  iiriositv. 
"And  wlio  is  lo  Wear  ihein?"  .she  iiujiiired. 

"Madam."  said  Ali.  with  a  t.iuch  of  sadness  we 
•  ould  not  understand,  "these  will  one  dav  he  for  mv 
wile.     |-"or  years  my  ,-  has  insisted  on  mv  hiiviiiLr 

iliem.   aicordinc   to       ;,    custom;  and   thev   represent 
man\-  cinunvics!  "--this  with  almost  comic  self-pit\-. 

"How-  strange!  This  ,.  v,  hat  we  call  in  l-:nL:laiid 
die  '  |)ottom  drawer!  '  Hut  thrrc.  n  is  'he  ^irl  wli- 
lills  it  in  readiness  for  her  marnace.  Tlie  1  ride 
c.iines  to  iier  Imsband  richlv  provided  with  ever\ - 
thinj,'  of  this  sort." 

"Madam."  respoiul.d  Ali.  is  he  made  a  feint  fo 
dash  throiiuh  the  door.  "I  c< '  to  l-:nt:Iand  at  once!  " 

".Are  you  engnp-d  to  be  marrii  r|  ?  "  w,-  asked. 

'•\o!"  ant!  he  became  serious  again  at  once. 
"No!  but  mv  fatlier  wisin-s  me  to  be  inarrifr-d  to  an 
Arab  girl  of  fifteen  he  has  heard  of  at  Chrtnia,  and 
tint  within  a  few  weeks.  I  am  over  twentv.  and  he 
thinks  it  a  disgrace  that  f  should  not  be  married. 
lie  IS  a  pious  Moslem.  ha\irig  made  the  pdgrimae-e 
t.>  Mecca,  and  always  r.-nunds  me  that  the  I'rophe' 
rondr-mni'd  celibnrv  as  a  lower  form  of  lif,-  than 
m.arriat:e.       .\     healthv    man     i!nmarrl..f!     \I,,l,-.r„ , 


So 
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rall.'.l  •ri  hr.4l..i  (,f  tlu'  I  ).vil  !  '  Clihacy  i>  not 
rovd,w,}rd  in  tl.r  l^wriii.  hnl  hrraus.-  .M<,liammK 
said  I.,  a  follou.T.  uli..  ui>lH-d  to  live  without 
niarriac-',  '  Whm  a  M..sl.-in  inarrirs  \v  p.-rffct.s  his 
n-li<:ion.'  mv  f.iih.-r,  uhom  I  must,  of  coursr,  obey, 
coinnianiK  im-  u  >  in.irry . 

"I   ,1,,  not    ui-^h   lo   111.1.  ry  a   mrrr  child,   \\lio  lias 
l,.arn.Hl   nothing'.    uIh-  caiinot    talk   to  iii<'.    and   wiio 
mii-4  nrvrr  p.  out  ualkini:  uith  nic.     M     lam.  I  hav.> 
met  s.-vrral  VMiiiiu'  ladi-'s  ol   vour  couniry,  and  1  have 
sc.Mi  h-w  i\i-\rv  ihrv  arc,  how  intelligently  they  talk, 
what  L;o.,d  cunpanu-ns  tli.v  an-  to  tlu'ir  men  relatives. 
K,  their  hu■^l)ands  what   vou  call   '  hdpmat.-s.'   and   I 
hav.'  longed  that  I  \.i\^\n  he  married  in  the  l-'.uropean 
uav.      iUil,   alas!    mv    tath.-r"s   patience    in    so  often 
piiltmt:  (.ff  the  arran^'cmmi  of  an   Arab  marriage  is 
exhausted,  a-id  so  lie  has  alreaiiy  be<-n  to  ("lietma;  he 
has  see-)  the  uncle  of  the  i^'irl,  antl  has  otf.'red  2.(H)() 
fraiKs  for  her.     In  a  lew  days  mv  mother  will  ^'o  to 
see  her.  then  the  marriape-dav  will  be  settled,  and  I 
shall   find  mvsi'lf  allied  to  a  cirl    1   ha'.e   n.-ver  seen, 
[.e!  lis  not  talk  of  it.     I  am  ires  tnsir  to  think  of  it  I  " 
When   we   left.   All   came  out  witii  us  to  stroll   in 
the  gardens,   v  here,   with   native  instinct,  he  chose  a 
spot   which   screenetl   us  from   too  iiiurli  observation. 
Here    we    met    an    old    Arab    t:entlem.an.    whom    we 
h,ul    sewral    times    seen    Ali    walkinc:   with    hand    in 
hand,   a   sign   with    .\rabs  of  affectionate   friendship. 
Nothinc:  IS  ninre  p'easinp  than  to  see  the  numlier  of 
such  frieP.iiMups  betwtcn  old  and  yoiinp   .\rab  men. 
He   proved  to  be  the   Arab  judi,'e  at   Suli   Okba.    the 
most    intercstme   oasis   about    fourteen    miles   farther 
,.ui  into  the  des.Tt  tlian  Biskra.      Ilearinp  that  it    was 
our  intention  t(.  visit  his  native  jilace.  he  most   kindly 
-    thioiirh   Ali.    for  he  sp.,ke   no  !•  rench  — i:ave    us  .1 
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vt.'ry  hc.-irtv  iiivit.ilii  m  tn  visi'  linn  a  w-ck  I.-iHt, 
priimiiiiiL:  ii»  ^ivf  us  a  iriilv  Aiah  imal  <if  kdus-kons. 

Xfcdiess  to  sav.  Wf  ai ccpifd  tlif  invitatmn,  oiir 
pli'asiirc  bfint,'  hfii^litcmd  hv  tlir  pminisc  of  Ali  to 
ai((itnpaiiv  us  ()ur  cxpcri'  ik  i->  on  ihat  \isit  ucic 
so  intiTcstinc  'lia!  [  u  iiliiii  lUI  tliciii  for  a  tiinc  so 
that   !lr-\-    mav   liavc   a  rliaplcr   to  ihrnisfh t>. 

Ali  told  us  tliat  the  position  of  juticc  (Oa/i)  is 
an  old  and  important  one,  the  fjtialitHatioiis  for  v.liich 
tlif  Prophet  has  \rrv  (  Icarlv  laiti  down.  It  h-n  onics 
a  Mosli-m  not  to  covrt  the  appointnimt .  "W'lio- 
so\frt',"  said  Mohamnirt,  "st-ck^  the  appoinimcnt 
shall  he  left  alone,  but  to  him  who  acre[)t>  the  oftw  e 
on  conipiilsion  an  aiii^cl  sliall  des(cnd  and  cuide 
him."  Fie  must  be  .iduli,  a  tree  man,  a  Moslem, 
sane,  ant!  imconv  icteti  of  slantler.  Hi^  oirne  must 
be  established  in  some  public  place,  a  (oiirt  in  the 
I  hief  mo.s(jue  beinj;  rerommended.  He  must  not 
aiii'pt  presents,  except  from  relations  and  friends, 
and  must  attend  no  feasts  but  those  i,'iven  by  such 
as  are  most   intimately  relatc-d  to  inm. 

I  was  anxious  to  cjuestion  Ah  uhen  his  .\rab 
friend  liad  at  last  hurried  away  to  catch  the-  aftc-rnoon 
dili:;cncc-  on  the  subject  of  the  nictures  which  we 
had  seen  in  his  room,  and  whi^ii  were  a  si^n  of 
adxanced   views  on  the  part  of  a  .\I«>sIem. 

When  the-  Prophet  foriiade  wine  and  i:ames  of 
chance  and  di\ining,  he  d<-clared  that  images  or 
statues  were  also  "an  ,'bominaiion  of  the  work  of 
Satan."*  The-  word  {ansah}  has  been  expanded  to 
mean  ali  liqures.  or  representation  of  lit^'ures,  .so  that 
in  Arabu^  art  neithc-r  human  bc-ini;s  nor  ar.inials  .-ire 
«-\vr  c-arved  or  prnnied  ;  and  even  the  cameia  i.-, 
d<i,.v;,.d  as  "tile   Devil's  box." 


*   Siir 
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|?v  s"mr  It  !•-  iliwuu'lit  ili.it  .Mi)hanimi.-l  was  rcfer- 
riii^  I  I'lrih  to  thr  .  .ii\»h1  pir.  c.-,  uitli  uliuli  llic  pa^'ati 
.\rat»  |)Iavr(i  at  (  lir-,s.  l.i-ini^  Miiall  liu'uri's  ni  liorM'S, 
iiicn,  .■li'pli.iUls,  .111(1  .aiii.K,  v  that  to  tins  day  tin; 
siih  I  i.|)-^.i  \i  rs  iA  liir  l'-ti<-i-  <•!  tin-  Koran  fnrbid  the 
^aiiir  "I   (  hf-,s  uitli  aii\    luit  plairi  iac(<'S. 

1  liiiiik  It  IS  niMir  prohahlc  that  th»'  TiMphet  was 
tliinkini;  ol  tin-  idoU  wlmii  lif  had  tlcstroyftl,  ins 
intrnii'Mi  li.'iiic  that  il  slmnid  li<-  inadf  imposMblc  to 
ii'\i\r  llii'm  III  ;iir,  toini.  il  i^  trm-,  lioucviT,  tliat, 
m  ill'-  t^ldlnMIl-^,  .Moli.-miniii  wnii  tinthcr  and  cursed 
iho-.-  who  iiamtrd  or  inadr  dra'.Miii^s  fl  mm  or 
ar.imaK,  and  i  oii>'-(|iiriili\  li\  many  Mu>'cins  all 
|ii(  inri'-.  all'  hfltl  lo  I'r  unlaw  iul . 

it  i>  hilir\fd  that,  in  .iddnion  lo  tin-  idols  in  tli>- 
rhiin  h  ,it  \lf((;i.  which  tin-  IVophn  dfstroyd,  tlirro 
was  ,1  pKiiiir  ot  the  \"ircin  M.nv,  whiiii  may  havo 
lici  ;i  worslnpprd  in  tin-  s.nnc  w.i\  .is  tin-  iniai^cs,  ant!, 
lo  in.ikr  assiir.iiua-  (.louhlv  suir,  in  his  abolition  of 
idol;iii\    llif   i*roplift   iitltTcd  the  scroiid  cursf. 

All    ihis    i    disiiisscd   with    All,    who  .ir^nifd  that 

liir    li'ltiT    ot     till'     Kol.lll     W.is    soinrtllllrs    tolloWtxi    SO 

s!.i\islil\  .IS  to  (if|i-,u  the  iMif  iiitt-ntions  <if  .Moham- 
nni's  iniiid,  .and  to  l;.iinpri-  the  proper  drvclopnicnt 
oi  Ins  lolloucis.  lie  did  not  brlicvf  lh.it  surii  a 
w:si-  iiili  T  .IS  llii-ir  i'lojiiici  (duUI  h.i\r  meant  to  shut 
out  Ins  pcopK  bip  cxtT  t  ■  oin  ;ill  pr.ur  ■  and  (■njo\'- 
nirnt  ol  .iri.  And  >,,  he  (Mil.  while  j  ireservint,^  the 
Moslem  fleiest.iiion  ot  aiivthiiic  111  il"'  nature  «if 
H  lii;ioiis  slaiu.ir\-  or  s.u  retl  jiic  uires,  was  (jiiite  ready 
ni  .ippiiiNe  of  other  worlvs  ot  .irt,  .as  well  .as  to  believe 
ih.n    pholoi,Mapli\    w.as  ;tllow  .ibli-   to   the    Moslem. 

While  iliesc  opii'ioiis  would  be  repiii,Miant  to  file 
t'liler  Moh.'imnied.m,  1  touiid  a  i^'eiier.al  disp()sition 
oil   the   p.Mt   ot    the   yonni.;er   in<  ii   to  adopt   tliem. 


THF   HOI -^    Tf<F.i:S 


'I'll!'  ticxt  (lav  Taih  su^'^otftl  tliat  i,  was  di-r  (iiit\- 
fw  visit  till-  laidui  l.anddii,  snnictinifs  (  allt'd  tht-  X'llln 
lii'iicvfiito,  uhirh  "Miinsicnr  Hi<  liens"  has  niadr 
s. .  fammis  in  "I'tic  (lardi'n  of  Allah."  .\(r()rdiiii:lv 
we  sci  forth,  coini,'  l)v  tlir  (  )!d  iii->kra  mad,  in  iIh- 
sliad<'l<'ssnf'ss  (if  uhich  v\f  w.t'-  abl<'  to  rcali'-''  a 
litllr  the  intt-nsitv  of  tin-  sun's  ravs  in  this  drv  aiui 
rarclicd  almosphcrr.  l^iit  hv  ddini;  this  uc  csrapfd 
till'  ri>ad  of  insanitary  horrtHs  whirh  runs  hv  thr  side 
I'f  ihf  iif^ri*  villat:*'.  'ln'  dispraci'  i  if  which  has,  I 
hiii>c,  hv  this  time  hri-n  rcnu-difd  hv  th«'  authorities. 

Turning'  off  the  road  on  the  itft,  we  made  towards 
what  looked  hke  a  tropical  shrtihherv,  ,-il)o\.'  whuh 
r<is('  the  tall  pahiis,  encl<:)sed  hv  a  hi^h  mud  wall, 
( Tossint,'  an  open  field  in  winrh  a  easiial  and  rai.rt:;iHl 
sort  of  i^r.ain  crop  was  just  sprincfinp  up. 

At  the  corner  of  the  shruhhi-rv  wall  I  hapitencd 
'"  H"ti(c  a  small  Iratl'-ss  tree,  tied  all  over  with  hits 
if  rai4  of  everv  knui  of  material.  'rhi>,  'I'aih  said, 
was  ,a  Holy  'I>ee,  and  those  who  hati  tied  the  rat^s 
I'll  it  iiad  torn  the  pieces  olT  the  pannents  thev  were 
N'.earini,',  anc'  had  s.aid  a  praver  consistiiiLT  of  certain 
verses  from  the  \\<  iran  . 

I'his  was  (jtiite  a  lenj^thv  explanation  to  come 
from  Taih,  hut  it  did  not  altrij^ether  (luench  our  thirst 
for  infonnation.  All  mv  further  ()uestions.  howe\tT, 
were  met  with  the  lad's  qeptle  hut  conclusive.  "I  do 
not  know." 

I  reniemheri  d,  hmsever,  that  lonion  came  across 
^'1' li  •■'  tree  on  his  pili,'rimaL:e,  and,  a>  a  supposecl 
Mii-«|em,   he  liad  "added  a  raij  to  its  coat  of  tatter>." 

I  liese  trees  are  found  thr  )iiL;hoiit  the  whole  of 
l-^lim.  I  .■ifteruard-  fouiid  anoth-T  in  liiskr.-i,  ne.-ir 
the  cemetery,  and  tin-,  f  believe,  wrjs  used  exchisixelv 
hv    chiKilesS    women    in    their    nravers    f, ,    l,e   r,.Ii..i-,.,l 
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fiiiin  uli.ii,  111  the  |-'.,isi,  IS  ,-i  (lisL:i;i(f  aiul  .'i  icason 
fur  (JiMin  f. 

I  he  (i[ii:iii   111    ilic   s,i(  led  tii-i-   is   iinktHiwti,    ^'<'mi,' 

ll.H  k    Im    lllf    time   <it    lllr    p.'ll,'.'!!!    Ar.lhs.       .M.'mV    lirlli'Vr 

ili.il  llir  I'mpliri  |)(rmitl<i|  tlu-  |)r.iiti(c;  iiKJcid,  ilicic 
IS  ihc  cxprdilKiii  ot  /.'it  at  Rik.r,'',  (place  i 't  llif  slunls 
1)1  I'oih),  wliirli  is  siippds'd  ri>  l)c  a  term  for  a  tree 
to  ulmii  till-  Mii->lcnis  ti«*  tlirir  rx-'-nif,  rai^s.  'Ihc 
ra^  turn  (I'irci  tiMin  iIt  Lrarmciil  of  tlif  siippli.  aiil  is 
sii])p(  iscd  lo  lia\f  a  SDil  ut  rkiirvdv.'iiit  ttTtct  m  liriiij,'- 
inc  the  ouiiiT  <<i  it  intmiatcly  iiitri  tomli  v.itli  tlif 
s[)irit  from   wiunii   aid  is  sniit:lit. 

In  this  litiici  a  ra;.;  is  in  some  pkai  t's  tird  on  f) 
the  1,'atf  of  llii'  lomi)  of  a  niarahoiit.  At  (aini,  I 
iiflif\c,  tin-  spirit  ol  a  ■, i«ai  s.nnt  is  supposed  to  Iin^'er 
fiiiid  tlie  <-ilv  t^ale;  and  men  liaiii,'  !),ts  of  raLT,  teeth, 
a!id  other  pergonal  lraL;iiienis  on  tii"  i;aie  to  attract 
til''  atteiiti"  in  of  tile  ^aint . 

Soiiietinies  a  snip  (,f  ck,i!i  is  tt^rn  frc)in  tlit' 
L,'arnhnt  of  a  person  who  is  si(  k  and  taken  and  tied 
io  sncli  a  tree,  m  the  belief  that  tlie  illness  will, 
tiiroiit^h  (his  niediuin,   pass  auav. 

I  told  all  this  later  <in  to  I  aih.  v.  ho,  I  suspect, 
km  AS  It  as  uell  as  I  did.  and  ciitainlv  understood 
the  local  usages  in  the  mailer  a  l:<  h  il  deal  better,  but 
he  siill  |(i,,!<ed  |)leasantly  blank.  I  think  he  con- 
sidered  siK  h  mysteries  w.isted  mi  tin-  nnbelieveis. 
wlio,  with  iliat  touch  of  .arroi^aiice  which  the  best  of 
Us  .alwavs  betr.iy,  wouUl  ruiicule  what  the\-  were  not 
v.orlh\-  to  mull  I  stand. 

•\npcd  .11  the  L;arden  entrance,  ue  were  recjuned 
to  use  ihe  i^reat  knocker  to  siimm<in  the  "i,'u.ardian." 
r.nienne,  \\r  uali.ed  into  the  kir^e  s.iiuled  lourt- 
v.ird  in  front  of  ih.ti  dcai  hed  p.art  of  the  brilliantly 
white  house  which  f.irms  a  iioundary  of  the  garden; 
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oil    inir    left    strft(  lird    till-    (.i.il    avi-niii-s    ot    ti.'piial 
trtf^  111  l<'ii^'  vistas  tow  arils  the  desert. 

111';!  inside  tlie  ^ate  an  Arab  tent  was  pitt  lietl  nn 
a  i:ieen  km. II,  in  whi(li  the  "guardian"  lives  und 
sli  tps. 

l  he  whdle  l)eautitiil  S(cne  (oiilil  iii.l  hut  seem 
lainiliar  to  anyone  who  has  read  Mr.  1 1  ulnar's  iin- 
aiiproat  hablv   ^raphn     di--><riptioiis  ot    it. 

'I\>  aiid  lo  the  impression  that  we  uete  liMiii^  over 
,ik:ain  a  hiautiliil  exjjerieni  e  which  we  had  prexioiisly 
''.if.iinid.  the  liaiinlinL;  notes  of  .-in  .\rab  tlute  were 
hearii  loinini,'  from  tlie  shadv  dejiths,  prodiued,  as 
Tall)  lold  us,  l)v  no  other  tlian  the  urii^'inal  l.arhi 
liim-..-If. 

It  some  \isitors  to  the  tiarden  ha\e  I. -It  a  slight 
tini,e  (,f  (lisapi)ointment,  it  is,  1  think,  because,  lo 
ihi-  l'JiL:iish  mind,  :i  f.iiiioiis  i,'.'irtien  is  .i  |)l,i( c  in 
wliuh  .1  prolusion  <if  tlowers,  set  in  L,'reen  lawns, 
delii^hts  the  e\e. 

Here,  when  tile  vouiii;  ("ount  l.aiidon  set  out  to 
make  .1  <,'.irden  where  before  had  l>een  .i  bare  waste 
o|  sioues  and  .sand,  the  ide.il  he  set  hini-.elt  w.is 
h.avitiL:  brought  water  in  the  set,'u,irs~  to  create  shade 
from  every  rare  and  be.tutifu!  shrub  .mil  trie  which, 
uiih  p.iiience  .and  skill,  miuht  be  m.nle  to  i,'row  at 
the  ed^e  of  the  ilesert.  Tlie  manv  varieties  of  [)alm- 
Iiet-s  lo  be  found  here  wouUI  .alone  m.ake  the  j,;;arden 
l.iinous, 

W'h.it  we  know  as  "  l1ower-bed> "  are  almost 
f.Mitirely  absent.  At  iio  i,M\fn  time  is  the  "garden  ever 
like  ;in  lu-.elish  C''i'iJen  m  Aut;u>t,  wiien  evervtliini,' 
reaches  a  climax  ot  brilli.-mi  and  luxurious  beautv, 
in  a  sjiurt  time  to  tade  and  die. 

In  the  Jardin  l.andon  there  are  many  flowers,  but 
most  of  them  fhri\'e  on]\.   liy  seekin"^  thi/  sh-iide  <if  the 
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tiers.  I  111  If  .III'  v.< 'riili  I  I  III  i  li  Iiilillli,'  |>l.llils  uilli 
1,1  iil;c.  Ills  IpIih  111-^.  I  liiiiliinu:  rtisf' •■  lif(lL;<s  (,|  lnlusi  us, 
:iii(|  i-\r\\  w  li.il-  I'lf  >.MT;t[)niiii  ^ri>u  iri)^  in  ^'rraf  huslit-s. 
<  t  lining;  iiih  .  ilir  i , ,.  ,|  i;rirn  uiimrls  t '■tnu  ilic  L;Iirf 
.•iiiil  III  ii  I.I  ilic  SIM).  Iirarnii;  tin-  v|)Iasii  of  th«'  w.iIit 
•  iMirsin-  tliriini.;li  il:<'  intiimurahlf  Llianticls,  siinii!,' 
m  ihc  (|i|iL,'htfiil  .!■ '..nils,  or  on  liir  wall  ti..!n  \«lii(li 
i.nr  liMiks  .|.  ross  llic  \ast  s.-mdv  (ufaii  ot  t!if  .Saliara, 
ill'"  la-..  III..*  I  111  of  tin-  i^.iMJ.n  ijiosvs  ii|)oii  one  limir 
l.v   h 

Ail     llli      iMIlr,     |.i-(|.i\.     I. nil]     pl.i'.s    Upon     Ills    flutf 

(hose  \v.  Mil  aii(l  sail  ,111s  v.lii.  h  ih.-  \i;iIjs  |o\r,  and 
uliiifi  have  iijioii  ill.  Wi  si.rii  iiiiiul  ,i  ti.iiiiilini: 
i-lliM  t  Iroin  v'liali  it  >  ;ii  iu-mt  s.t  iiscH  .altoLirtlicr 
ti.,- 

Ill  iiiif  of  till-  .'i\iniii-s  ui-  I  oiiif  ,t.  ross  tile  s|]Hikiii^- 
r"..iii.  imiit  t'.r  t h.-  t-ntri  i,-ii'inn-iii  of  his  Ar.-ili  frii-iuis 
hy  till-  (  111  I  lit.  u  nil  l)(  .ariful  riiu  .  tor  thcin  to  sit  oii, 
^|>r»'a(i  i!|ion  tin-  .iivaiis  s.irroiindini:  [],,-  u:ills. 

Ill  aiiolliiT  p.iit  v.L-  louiul  till-  I'rciii  li  (Ir.iuin^'- 
rooiii,  Willi  till-  ()iui--ii.  iC.  ilii-  f.'uiioiis  rn.iscot,  alxjiit 
^^ii"li    ill''   iioM-list   m,ik.->,  su(  h    miacinaliM-   pl.iv. 

(  )ii  all  si(l,-s  iii(-  .\r,il)  L;;irtli-nt-rs  u«-ri-  .siIi-ntK'  .and 
(-liisivfK  .1!  w.-iK-  till  11  luiinljcrs  Ik-mi^  aiiLTnifiit.-il 
li'-i.iiisr  till-  dali-  li;ir\rst  was  Iji-iiit,'  ijailicK-d  ,-111(1  it 
r.  II  111-  that  tlu-ir  i  iiirt'  c  (inccrn  s,-,-ni.s  to  bt-  to  jircsfrvt' 
tile  inaiAilloii^  ti.lincss  of  the  uiardcn,  liv  wliitli  not 
i  Ira!   IS  cNrr  .'illou.-d  to  h,-  out  ot   pla(a'  or  the  sand 

of    lilr    p,il!|s    to   ['<•    Mli'llrd. 

\\  r  rriiiriiihi  !.-d  i!i;,t  i>iily  i)i<ius  Moslems  an- 
rnii>!o\ed  lii-re,  men  ul,.)  s.-iy  tlirir  [iraxrrs  the  times 
a  d.iv  ,111.1  k.-ri>  ihr  lists;  and  ih.it  it  is  necessary 
to  li;i\e  iivr  ni.-ii  I,,  ^'uard  the  domain  at  nii^lit. 
tiiiniir  K'"ii  c.t  int.-r\als  as  ,i  v.arnint:  to  mtrndiiii; 
niaraudeis 
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(.linl>il    liV    ill"-    solliuls   ut    Ills    ll \\«-    --..IIL;!!!    tiUt 

|.,iiIm.  .m.l  Ii.uihI  liiiu  ir.  Iiihiil;  "H  -^  ^inu  ImiiU, 
wliili-  In-  ().-iisi\.l\  iila\f(l  his  I., v.-  s,,ti>;s.  Alter  m-iiu- 
Mi!i\iT>aliMii  hf  (ni)ti(i.(l  tn  Us  tli.ii  111:-,  ainljilioii  V,.ts 
to  i^.,  i<>  LliuImii.  uIkic  MtMi.>icur  Hiiii.-tis  had 
pr'  nii-^ttl  to  iM..t  him.  \^\  nianv  »•(  <  .nf.niu-s  \\r  \\:n\ 
manaj^r.l  to  si\f  i|i;iti-  a  lari;*'  ^iiiii.  ami  \\h«n  tins 
ii.iil  i^i.-wii  a  hull'  iiiiiif  Ik-  w-'ultl  \»-  ita<K  t.,  -..i  ..It. 
SiiKi-  M.n.sicur  ur.tlr  liis  hook  h.-  (I.arhii  liail  inadf 
inaiiv  rin^lish  lnriKis  \slio  had  bi->ti  L;i'iiri'.us  to 
him.  lit-  h.id  maiu  hcaiiiitul  i  lotlus  (we  afit-rwarci'. 
III.  I  iiim  ID  the  town  ,-irravtil  likr  a  print  n,  ami  «hd 
uf  ihmk  hf  (  oiilil  utar  them  in  hmulutj  V  a  f|ufstii>n 
\'.c  uotilil  not  vi-nti!  c-  lo  .iiisWiT,  advising  liini  t<>  sii-k 
till-  opinion  ol  MoiiMfur  Hiilu-ns.  In  this  answer 
\\<-  are  interested,  for  we  hope  tliat  one  tlay  our  tiieiid 
\!i  mav  venture  "it  it  please  .Mkih  "  to  travel  to 
I'.nu'kind  to  visit  us,  ami  the  thought  of  luni  in 
hideoiis  lutropean  i  lotlies  i>  prrlia|)s  more  ai)pal,.  .g 
than  tlie  ( unlenipialion  of  the  ordeal  it  woultl  Ije  to 
esi  ort  him  through  tiie  streets  ot  London  in  his 
gr.ai  eful   and  gorgeous  native  atlire. 

I  :  :,^  king  (•;  ihe  jardin  l.aiuioii  to  the  Arabs,  I 
alw;i\s  foiiiul  (  onsiderahle  reserve  m  any  appiowil  of 
It  wimh  tilt  V  nuLilit  express.  Count  Landon  is  very 
popular  tor  ins  kindly  and  generous  treatment  of  the 
potir,  a'lil  for  tlie  faith  he  has  always  shown  in  the 
Aral)  ])ic)ple,  ftir  uhi-ni  he  undoul)tedlv  has  an 
alfet  tioiiate  reL;artl. 

Hilt  in  the  piou>  Moslem  mind  tliere  is.  I  believe, 
alvvavs  a  doubt  (although  this  was  never  exiin.-sst-d 
in  words)  as  to  whether  the  great  Allah  is  pleased 
when  a  man  builds  gorgetius  palaces,  or  makes 
resplendent   gardens.   ft>r  himst-If. 

Omj  of  our  friends,   a  man   muth  given  to  cjuiet 
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""'■"""'•  ^''i"  l'"i  ;r;,\rll,<|  ;,s  |;,r  ...^  l-ii-l;....!,  said 
<""•    (I.-IV.     vJlrn    u,-    urrr    -llsMl-smi;    nMr    .  ,i    ,,ur    .Teat 

l'">'s,.s  v,!ii,  h  h,-  had  >r,-n,  "l^  it  ,^,,,,.1  ,,,,•  a  man  to 
h:i\<-  so  ,nii(  h  spI.-ncLair  and  .'Hj.  ,vnirnt  in  this  hf.-/ 
il<  1-  ill  I'aradiM-  ahvadv  :  uill  I,,'  du  ainiinnt,'  hrre 
'"  '■••'"1  .-in  rniran,  <•  inlu  hravm  '^  And  h,',u  drradt.il 
il'-.iili  .ind  i.unishni.-nt  must  („.  t. ,  ,.n,.  u!i.>  has  had 
Mith   ni(hilL:<-n,v  and   happiiirss  \uU,\\  ]  " 

''   ^^■'     I'l'^  fnnui  ulio  r.-ad  n,  ns  t!,,.  Sura  in  i!i." 
K<M-an    .allrd    "Thr    I  )a\  hn-ak."  •    v.  huh    dra!s    nv'- 


[''"^•■'^'        •"•'■■■'".,.  Mt'cn-a!  and  ^pluidHl  p,,ssrss„  ,„^, 
"  '"■''■"'  ■-"I'-nilv     in     tlir     land,     and     nuiltiphVd 

•■^;'-^^'-^_    '      '•"•'"•'       '"id     poMUs    nut     hou      murh     hrtttT 

n  1-      .  (-'..  .^.".d  u.,rkv  h.T.-  !,.;•  a  i-uard  in  ihr  futun- 
'"'■•       '      ■  !'i'  — rvinc  ,',  tins  pn-s,  ,:;  hir  a  s.,ul  wln.h 
'■'  •■"   •     •        '"  •'"-  '^"'■'  ''"•  P'-"pl.-  oi   Ir-in  arr  ni.-n- 
"""•■''•   •""'    l'"^'>    '-"I  cl.-a!t   uiih   dM-m.      Thr  kini^-N 
'''""'"•^'""-  '"'•'"'  '■'•'■■"-'l"-Nt.-nd,-,lih.-w   kin.^'dom, 
■;'"■'■  ""■''    "'"'"'■■^  clr,..aM-,   nnfil  d.Mr  p,  ,u.t  roverrd 
,  "■  -"■■"'■;■  I-'""''   •'"•  ••■•'■th.     On..  ,.t   ,h..m.  havin.r 
l"-^"'l;''   If-  .l.-h:J;'s,,,  ,h..  .-..I.M.ai   Paradis,,   tnad^ 
•■;   -■'"■'"•    ^^"ii    '-■    nu.-ni„,n   of    >nn(ai.n;:    M,    ,n    ih.- 
'''•7"    "'    ^'''■'^-      \Vh,.n    n    uas   hn,sh.-d    h.   s,.    .„,( 
;;'"'•'   ■''--■""""'    "•tinn,-.   ,,,  s..,-  H.      All   tins  ,,„„• 
'  "■  '•'"■'''  ^^i'"Mandrrl,  on  a  u  an  li-tou.-r  ul...p.,.  JI,. 
"''"■'^";'  •"-""""-■t   in.-n.   l,ads,.,.n  ,l„s.  and  IkkI 
r';;'""''    ■'    !"^'"^l'n>,.Mt.      \V!,-n    t!„.    k,nc    and    h,s 
•""'7'-     '-I    '-'-'■    u.tinn    a    da^ 's   j.,Mrn..v   <.l    ,hc 

^^'"''■'''     """•.^■••^'-     ^'"     >i-'r..v..d     hv     an     awful 
"lanilrMaiHin    1  n  an    hra\,-n. 

■I'l'^;>  ;""Tn,H,M,  as  u.  .at  ,i,a„ni^  u,th  Ali  ,n 
'!"•  |)i:.'lH-  cardrns  ..pp,,sa,-  .,ur  hnlri.  in  ihc  shad.- 
"^  ""■  '""""^•'  '^•'•'^•"•■-  I"-  '■-■lat-d  n.  ns.  at,r<mos  of 
'"i>-   ^■^iI   in   th,-   nu.rnin;;.    th,-  .story   of  a   ^ard^n   of 
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■v'.IikIi  mention  is  m.-nic  in  ilir  i\i.i,tn.'  puituic  it 
into  his  own  uoids.  ulnrli  1  Vfiuurt-  to  tlunk  iiiUTost- 
irit:  t-nouq:h  for  rr[)ftition  : 

i  ill--  [»a!m  i,''i''!''n  u;is  near  Mecca,  and  belont^eu 
to  a  cliarital)!c  man  ulio  nmenibcreLi  tin-  poor.  When 
he  was  readv  to  leather  his  dates,  lie  tirsi  ijave  ntjtice 
i'>  liis  nerdv  neiL:hlH)iirs.  as  is  th-'  ciisi,,in  of  the 
,i;eneroiis  \los!cni.  s,,  that  tlirv  nii^ht  <(,riif  to  tiu- 
.Card.-n  and  i)i(  k  up  sia  li  of  the  fruil  as  had  hrt-n 
i)l<iun  d'.v.  n  l)\  the  uind.  >ir  Iril  un  th.-  ciound  outside 
'i"'  hinit  ol  the  cloth  spread  hcra-alh  liie-  tn-rs  to 
y><<-\\r  ii,  or  \sas  ni!ss(-d  hy  thi-  knifi-  of  !h..se  u  ho 
lilt  the  (  hisiiTs  off  j'lc  trrt-s.  Ihis  L^ood  man  died, 
and  his  two  sons,  who  inhcrilrd  tin-  trartlm,  proved 
to  he  irrehi^ious  and  mean  men.  In  eiii.Tin^  their 
.i,a!den  to  leather  its  fruits  they  omitted  to  say  '  If 
-Mlah  V.  ill.'  and.  it^nonn^  their  laiiier's  examp'Ie, 
they  dtierniined  to  ^i\r  no  noin-e  to  the  po.,r.  and, 
to  e^:ide  tiieir  irn[)ortunities.  to  i:ather  their  dat(-s  at 
dawn   wliih-  liieir  [)oor  neii^hhours    ..re  still   in   bed. 
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.*><>  thev  wi  nt  u  liispiriiii,'  to  eai  h  other, 
>■"    p"or    man    slial!    set     loot    this    <'..,\     unlim     \i)iir 
'.^.trdcn.' 


^ 


"l>iit  (<od  had  taken  notice  ,,f  their  e\il  mt.-ntions 
wliiie  t!ie\  slept,  ami  II,-  en...mpasseci  thi-ir  t^arden 
and  su.-pt  ii  v.nh  d.-solaih.n.  so  tliat  it  lie.  anie  hh..  k 
and  barren. 

"Ar.d  uhen  thev  came  to  the  earden  .,i  davbreak, 
and  saw  that  it  was  blast,  d.  thev  u,-re  bewihler.d  ami 
^■'"''  '  'I"-'  is  tiot  ..ur  i^ardeii  :  ue  have  mistaken 
our  v.:iv.' 

"'And  wh.-n  thev  found  that   it   was  th.ur  ,i,'arden, 
•  Sur.i   l.wiii. 


Till:  i)i:si:rt  (]atr\va^ 

il:i-v  >  ntcl,  '  \'(m1v  ui;  arc  tciliiiltiin  Id  nap  (.itir  owr. 
Iruit>  !  ' 

"()i)i-,  ni(*rc  wciFthy  ilian  the  other,  said.  '  Did  I 
ikjI  sa\   imio  \ini,  Will  vciini  l:i\c  prai.sc  unto  (ii  jd  .•' ' 

"And  ii  .i^ftiit-r  \.\\fv  siid.  'I'raix-  he  unto  our 
Lord!      We  ha\f  iloiic  unjusiiv! 

"And  ili''\'  lici^'an  lo  l)Iaiiif  nnr  aiTitht-r,  saviiit;, 
'  \\  or  he  unio  Us  I  Viiilv  ur  lia\c  hcfii  trans- 
gressors. l'--iad\  rnliin-  niir  Lord  \\\\\  L;i\t/  us  a 
hcttrr  Liardcn  m  cNclianc'-;  M-idv  \\i-  i  ravt-  this,  \sith 
delight  m  ihc  prfscncc  tif  liic-ir  Lord.' 

"lioiH  whu  h  llicy  li-arn'  tht-  rha-viisfint-nt  ot  this 
hit--.  r)iil  ihc  chaslisi-nicnt  cjt  ilir  rn-xt  hlf  is  more 
L;ric\(iii-^ ;  to  rrmrinhfr  whirh  is  lo  lake  liccd. 

"'\i-nlv  tor  die  ( lod-It-arint:  are  cardriis  of 
ilc!;-hi  III  ihi'  |>n-i-ni  t-  d  ihcir  Lord.' 

I  .'icri'  is  also  a  jiarahir  .it  a  riil.  man  ami  liis 
,<,'ard.-n  in  Sur.a  x\iii,"  .\li  ( (,ntinn.>|.  "uhuh.  as  it 
is  :ull\-  t(dil  in  the  Koran  (the  storv  I  have  told  \(iu 
is  parilv  I'roin  t!ir  traditions),  perhaps  voii  u.MiJd  hkr 
to  read  vourscll":  whuli  \\r  ilid.  apprccaalin^  ih  • 
lei\-,,ur  ot  ilir  si\Ir  ami  the  innh  .  .|  its  moral  tcarh- 
inj,',   suniimd  uf)  m   the  vrrsc  : 

"  \\'t':il!li  arid  idiildrcii  an-  •he  i^-aaim-nt  ul  this 
present  !■!■■;  Inn  «m„ii1  wnrk-^  wliiih  ,in  jjerniam-in  iio- 
better  in  the  si^ht  i-t  thv  I.drd  wiih  taspc.  t  to  \h\ 
reuaid.   .i:ul  hitter  with  respc<  t   li>  hope." 


'Iaih'>  sister  li\es  at  .M'cid,  another  of  tlie  s-ven 
villages  (,1  Biskra,  !ia\ini;  been  married  to  a  widower 
t!u-re  tor  about  a  year.  She  tixed  the  iiour  of  our 
\isit  ra.lher  earlv  m  the  mornini;,  so  that  Taili,  who 
alwavs  h.ad  to  walk  a  mile  from  his  homo  te>  the 
Sahara  Ilot'  !.  had  lo  he  up  hetimes. 
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It  i>  .1  <!rliL;liit!:l  ua!'.;  to  M'miL  TahMn^'  tlu- 
J.iidin  I-anJon.  and  fiitfniii,'  the  >lia(lf  fl  tin-  lu'auti- 
ful  oasis  on  the  cdi^i;  of  itu;  dr,s»T'  oiu-  pasM-s  down 
one  uf  tlif  prctiii-st  of  the  nianv  \     .a(,'c  streets. 

On  the  left  hand  side  of  the  road  is  a  nia^iiifirfiit 
(  \[)ress  tree,  the  inimeiise  height  ot  whuii  t:ivi->,  .M'(id 
the  (listuKtioii  of  ha\int;  a  latidinark  touerini,'  far 
atjiAe  I  hi   palms  and  to  i)e  mch  manv  miles  away, 

There  is,  to.),  in  M"(  id  a  primitive  mill  tor  t  rush- 
ini;  the  <iil  out  of  the  olives,  \\lu(li  llw  men  in  c  har^e 
will  show  and  ex[)Iain   for  a  triflinj^'  reward. 

'I'lie  house  we  were  vi  .iiuii,'  is  a  modest  dwelhnw, 
built  of  the  usual  muil  lirii  ks,  but  we  were  received 
with  a  .simple  tii^nitv  which  x'.i-uld  have  j.;rared  a 
castli'. 

1  alb's  beautiful  sister  was  verv  i^^ailv  arra\ed  m 
the  mulli-coloiired  clothes  the  Arab  women  atlmire, 
and  she  was  wearini,'  ail  !;er  jeweilerv.  uhuh, 
although  <if  such  pritTiitive  workmanship,  fiad  a 
handsome  effect.  On  her  head  w.ts  a  bright  scarf, 
her  hair  beiiit:  looped,  and  tfie  kerchiet  fastened  with 
ji-uels  and  (  li.ains,  Tliere  was  a  note  of  viviil  i,'reen 
ill  her  dress,  which  made  a  perfect  harmonv  with  her 
black  liair  and  light  olive  ( <)m[)lexi<in. 

She  introduced  us  to  her  slepdaughler.  a  girl  of 
her  (jwn  age,  who  carried  an  infant,  being  herself 
married,  and  living  with  her  husband  in  the  san!e 
house  with  her  father  and  his  wife  and  .several  smaller 
children. 

The  two  women  then  sat  d()v.  n  on  the  floor,  side 
bv  side,  behind  a  hand  loom,  to  go  on  with  their 
weaving,  so  that  we  might  .see  it.  Thev  were  making 
a  ver\  superior  burnous;  and  the  painful  slowness  of 
wea\ing  each  thread  separately  bv  hantl  brought  a 
fl.ish  of  recollection  into  mv  mind  of  a  cotton  factory 


'>i  iin:  Di:si;Hr  (;m i:\vav 

in  l.aii.  .i-.liiif  ulirrr  every  ;i|)|)li.ince  mveiued  In  llie 
>k\U  «ii  man  \',i>  :->tl  \i>  uld  to  the  .speed  dI  produc- 
lion.  I  low  rem. lie  jl  die  iK.i^e  and  i>iisd.\  and  tlic 
pi.s>nie  (,f  modern  ■  mdiiutn--,  seemed  in  tlii->  -mall 
iiind  \illat:e,  wiii-ie  lai!i  inli/rmed  us  these  u.imen. 
like  111-.  iiKuiier.  iinl\  wiiiked  at  tiie  l«i(im  ulien  thev 
wani'-d   ■:iiine\   I 

iii\i;ii4  -larled  li.,m  h<  ane  at  an  earlv  li.mr,  'laih 
haii  n..t  yt  liroken.  lii>  fa^t,  a  tact  lie  w  lii.s[)erfd  t(. 
Ills  s:-.i.-r.  At  (.1.  e  she  ]r\i  tlie  l..om,  and,  asking 
us  i!  ue  \s..ii!d  kiiidiv  uait  iiniii  she  made  cakes,  she 
1""' '■'^■'I'^l  '"  i>repaie  ami  (...ik  her  hrother  a  verv 
simple  I. reaklasl.  She  took  a  s!iall.,\\  UModeii  Ik.wI, 
"""  '■'.iiiii  she  put  a  handlul  .,i  loars.-  fl<mr.  mixiiiu; 
II  iiii(»  a  dc.ut;h  w  itli  ..ihvi'  <,il. 

A    small    i^irl.    in    t!ie    m.  aiilim.  ,    ua-,   tiN.winu    up 

''"■     '"•■    ""     "'<■     11""!'    .Hid     le.-din^     It     Ullh     pi.-.es    ul 
dlietl    I'.dm    hranrlii-^. 

I  he  d(jii^li  uas  diMded  into  halls,  and  each  tj.-ill 
••vas  taken  int„  tlie  palm  nf  the  riehl  hand  and  pull.ni 
and  pressed  .,ut  nniil  it  uas  thinner  than  a  pancake, 
uiu'ii  It  was  ski'liillv  thn.wn  <,n  t.>  a  lari:.-  t1at  piece 
"f  mill  alre.-ulv  healed  ,,ver  th.-  Iin-.  .\i  the  ri^ht 
niom.nt  it  vs.as  m.,st  dexienmslv  turned,  and.  wh.Mi 
cocked,  taken  Up  and  |,.ld.'d  into  ,ahuut  four  fold., 
put  ini<»  tlie  h,,ul.  and  .-.iNcr.-d  v.iih  a  cloth  until  ,11 
';••";  "■■"'^  ;  Nshen  Tail)  pulled  out  a  m.it,  s.juaned  ..n 
""■"""■-.  'ak.n.i:,,rihissh.,es(r|„.  n-htone.  ot  course 
In-^l).  and,   vMih  a  sot,   •' llismallali  '  -  (•' |  „  ,he  name 

7    -^  '^'''-     '•   ^'"   ^J"^^"   I"   Ins  i)r.-akfast,   as   seen    ,n 
the  [)hotoj;raph. 

>lv    w.te   ta.ted   the   cakes,   and   hmnd   them    very 

I   y;"turedtentat,vely  losu^^esttoTail,  thatper- 
haps  his  siste,    midu  not  ..l.ject  to  he  photographed 
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111  lii-r  nun  hiiiisc.  I  lie  ;in>ufr  was  (  h;ira(  tenstu  <>f 
till  Arab  wiiv  nt  rft^ariliiiL;  tliiiiv,^-  Mi'-  appraird  In 
he  sli\l\  Liraiiliffi,  hut  altt-r  a  tew  {)iii''i  unriis  mi 
.\ral)ii-  uuli  'I  ail).  In-  InM  us  that  sli.-  ui.iiM  gladly 
(cinscnt,  lait  as  lie  hu-haiurs  .small  clnlein-n  \mic 
alxiut.  ami  niii^lil   tdl  ilin;-  fallur,  sin-  was  alraid  ! 

[[]<■  lious.-  c.insi-trd  (,|  tin-  s.iihf  lai"v;r  L;cii--ral 
inwin  and  til''  di;k  ruplxiard  bt.'druuiiis  thai  \\f  liatl 
sci'ii  hctmc,  hut  wuf  ]~)ifir\  hi'Stcss  hatl  in  sotnt-  \Aav 
hfcoiiic  possessed  i.t  (jui'a  an  intt.Tcstin^  iittli-  collrc- 
tiDii  nl  pnitcrv,  f</r  will.  Ii  -he  had  had  slit-Ko  mad'', 
to  liaii;.^  in  licr  i>un  hcdn  m  ,iii--a  small  anii  lotaliv 
dark  rt-i  t'ss,  to  whul;  \vc  wen-  pmudlv  iDnductt'd  l)v 
t  iir   lii;ht   of  a  t  andir. 

Aiirr  tiistrihutin^  tritlini;  cifts  to  liif  small  cliild- 
ri'ii.  \\r  said  pKfd-bvr,  our  hostess  lakmi,'  lia\c  ot  us, 
ot  (  oursf,  hctort-  v\t'  riN'K  hrti  thr  door  into  the  \illaL,'<" 
.stn-i-t,  as  she  was  uimii'-ti.  And  as  we  Icjt  we 
pioiiounird  thf  usiiai  hciii-diction  (whirii  we  iiad 
li'arnt'd),  as,  on  arrival,  ut-  had  hfi-n  rarftiil  to 
tolldu  Taih's  fxarn[)lr  mi  tlir  manin-r  of  ap])roa(  h\\\^ 
anil  I'litcrini;  an   Ar.ih  house. 

A  dav  or  two  later  niv  wife  siiit  a  small  L;ift  of 
reiiiemhrance  to  his  sister  hv  'laih.  Ewn  tins  little 
act  sciwfd  to  sliow  how  essentiallv  different  is  the 
Aral)  mind  !rom  tliat  with  wliicli  we  are  accustomed 

10  dial.  'I'he  lad  took  the  parcl  with  (ourteously 
i^entl''  a(  kno\vleilt::iiient  ;  then  ht  opened  it,  felt  the 
siart  hi'twet  n  his  tint,'er  .unl  thumb,  ob\iouslv  to  test 

11  it  w.as  silk,  nnd  wr.ipped  ii  up  ;is,';iin.  And  the 
curious  thini,'  ,'ibout  the  art  was  ih.ii  u  was  eimrelv 
free  troin  .'inv  consri,  m-ness  of  ot'fenre  in  u>  ;  and  the 
m<ai\i'  pu//it  s  ii'-  to  tiiis  tla\  . 
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A     n\>     AI     SIDI    OkHA 

Is-  :irr.ui-in-  (.,  ^,,  ,,,  Si>!,  ()kh;i  u,-  xwrr  .-imiiM'd  hv 
""■  ''■■''-  '"  ^^'i"li  Ali  ins,.,...l  ili,-,t  u..  sh.xikl  K'-t  up 
'■arlv  aiwl  fic  ■  mviIs  ,n  th.-  ,/,';-,■.;,,■  ulii,  I,  M;,rl's  f ,-,  ,.,1 
'';-■  linl.'  strrrt  i.rlnnci  ihr  n,-,t,l  R,,valr  .-.t  .Mcht 
"■-  l<Kk  rvrrv  nmrniMi^.  'I  1„.  ,,-ii:rn  j-Mi'm-.v  ih,s  ^^av 
<-..Ms  ,,nlv  ,u,.  tr.-n-,,,.  wh,!r  a  prn.n..  rnrrinc.', 
'■n^np',i  |,,r  thr  ,l,iv.  .,,st.  lucntv.  .-,  r.,I,,ss-i]  si7ni 
'''"'■''  '"  ''"•  ■'^''■•'''  nun, I  [,nt^  anvtliin.u  I'ut  ihr 
'lih-r„cr  .,uf  ,,t  t!„.  ,,urM„.n.*  I  muM  ..■,nN..s.  ,.,., 
"t   nixxif  ili.it 

"   ■\i;li"'-i^t'    I"     V..1V    (.:.    pl-asurc    hriit, 
n,'   !i.ui  a    h  ii-,il   niind.    ' 

It  u.ts  a  hm.Tlv  ...Ki  in..rninc.  wuli  ,,n..  <,f  tl,,,.,. 
"■"•ibly  pi.-n  ,n,c  ,iry  u,n.I,>  from  thr  north  uhn-h  ar.- 
""■'"'  -'^nlun  thr  int.-  that,  liantsnf  Biskra's  praisr  ■ 
•i".Iuh..n  .\h.al!,..lf,,ru.sal  nurh,,„-l  ur  t.,un.]  tha" 
ii'-  v.as  urar.n-  an  rxtra  burnous,  ,,(  a  hravv  material 
••"Hi  v-rv  amp!..  ),,lds.  and  !„•  advis.-d  us  to  put  on 
unrm.l..t!,.-s,  h., „.,,,,,,,,„,.  ^„^^,,„^^^^,^^^^_^  ^^^^,^^_l_ 

■'H-.   as   1„.  kn.-u    that    I    uas  .suffninc   from   a"u-ak 
tliroat. 

.     l-vrvhodv    knows   that   thr   Arab   Mill    not   in   arv 
rm-ums,an,.s  put  hnnsH,  Mud.-r  th.  irksonu-  pressure 

■'•■'""•r  lias,   nor  d.-suvs,  a  namr. 

'  'mmhI  u-,  ai;  ,|i,  f,- 


,,         ,  ,  "•      "'"1     Hi'       Mil     of     .•Xt,,,V.,.-    .■ 

M"M'  ill    |)r,n.r,    I    f,,u:;,|. 
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\Vf  toiincl  llir  (/;/;;'<'M(-c  .stanciiiiL;  .U  ilir  rfuiil.n 
si.iiimjj^-pI.'K  <•.  hut  witli  nut  tlif  rcinoifst  siL;n  ;ih<iut  ii 
tli.it  it  was  ever  meant  to  ni<>\f.  I  akini;  our  i  m-  frcin 
(iiir  Aral)  trirnd,  ur  >-,!t  ilnwn  under  tin-  vrraiida  «il 
the  nearest  <  ati',  and,  i.\cr  our  steatninu;  <  up.s,  pre- 
pared t')  uait  he  \m11  Mt  Allah— and  :lie  disposition 
(it  the  driver  with  i^rnv.ini;  siv:ns  (»f  a  heni^^n 
philosophy  ue  iiad  ceiiainlv  never  know  n  in  l-'ncland. 
Wliile  thns  en^aci-d  ue  were  joined  hv  a  latl  F 
kiieu  as  a  street  xenilor  of  nuts,  witli  wlioiii  I  had  had 
inanv  pleasant  cltats.  aithouch,  as  he  spnk,-  onl\- 
Arabic,  the  details  of  tuir  respective  l.m^^niaj^'es  ueie 
sealed  to  lis.  It  is  uniiderfiil,  houe\er,  with  .a  little 
l,'i''  "I  miitalMeness  .and  soiiie  intuition,  how  easv 
It  is  to  (  oinrnunicate  with  an  Arab  on  smiple  topa  s. 
I  he  lad,  who  to-day  w.as  (nute  iian<lsonielv  .attired 
in  ,1  cre.it  plum-coloured  f)iirnous.  told  nie  Ik-  u.i^ 
t^oin-  to  Sidi  Okba  to  visu  his  mother  .and  brother. 
1  invited  him  to  join  us  at  coff.-e,  whuh  he  did 
without  th<'  slightest  embarrassment  on  either  the 
part  of  AM  or  hims.-lf;  sfiowin-  ac.'iin  how  entirely 
•  ibsent  amonp  these  |)eop|e  is  anv  sense  of  the  pride 
of  cl.iss  distir.ction. 

While  we  waited,  a  poor  uJK.t  youth,  (  lothed.  this 
bitti-r  morning',  in  nothiiirr  l),,t  a  loose  .otton  sliirt. 
whom  I  li.ad  often  seen  about  the  marki't  (pLarter. 
rame  up  to  us  .and  spoke  t<.  Ah  in  \-,abic.  .\li 
invited  me  to  offer  the  lad  a  tive-franc  ,-iece;  and, 
as  I  hesitated,  he  took  from  my  hand  the  silver  coin, 
\\hich.  iiowever.  the  br^-ar  empli.iticaliv  refused'. 
Ah  then  t^.ave  him  ;i  sou.  which  ho  took,  runnint: 
i^leefullv  off  to  L,'et  Willi  It  .1  pu-n-  of  l)re,id  for  his 
i)reakf;ist.  AH  ktuthmcly  toki  us  that  he  was  a 
"juif  marabout,"  .and  for  years  lie  had  bei^t^ed'  f„'r 
sous,  dways  refusinjr  anyotlier  coin  of  wliatever  v.-.!,,,. 


'.'" 
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i  was  ama/ril,  knnvsinL;  llir  inlcrisitN  nf  tin-  hatred 
.'md  sriiin  ulipli  the  Aiahs  lia\c  fur  tin-  Icu>,  i<> 
{ih-.i'r\i'  l!ic  u:i'ni  Iciii-,-,  ,iii(|  <  •  iiisnlcratii'ii  •^luiuii  to 
this  poor  iihot  Liil.  It  was  tiirtlifr  [Uuof  of  ihc 
''iiKciiiv  uiih  uhiih  ilir  Mo. Inns  r'-^arcl  those  ulio 
ale  heirtt  ol  reason  (cxrn  when  ihi-v  are  Jews;  ,-,s 
heiilL;    IMUI"  r  the   -<|)ei  i.il   rare  of    (i()(i. 

At  last  thi-  (ii'i\ei-  of  ti'<-  (/u';;'c)i(  ('  l)ii;an  to  ino\e, 
Ills  '-en--e  of  jiiili  piiiilin'  !■  tti  iiii  the  thrall  ot  ami  hint,' 
lii<e  an  e\ai  t  tiiiie-tahli-  haviiii,'  a[)j)arenilv  been 
sati^lii-d.  \\'.-  ijot  into  the  ratiier  ancient  waijonette, 
with  (  anvas  <  i  .\iTini: :  and  w  hen,  half  an  hour  behind 
tinn-,    It    was    tinalh-    dei  ul.-d    t(  i    start,    our    tuo    wirv 

hi'Tses    --rt    off    III     U'llhl'lt     s|\!,>,     wlllill     pr('nilset|    well 

tor  oiir  loiiitrrn  mill-,"  jour'H'v   a(  ros,-^  ihe  stonv  ri\er- 
bed   and   ah  in<^'   the  di-«ert    i-  "ad. 

With  tlir  i.m-^ellcr,  who  aitaihed  hinisflf  to  lis, 
oir  own  paitv  «  onsisted  of  four,  while  a  sturdy 
r'leiuhnian,  in  a  rouch  (  f>rdurov  suit,  willi  an  Arab 
fiieiid,  boih  (  arrxiiii,'  i;uns,  ((/inplefed  tlu-  inside 
(H ciipants  ( if  the  d:li:;i')icc. 

Without  ,1  word  to  tlicm,  Ali  proc  <■.•(!(■(!  to 
desrribe  thrsf  two  men  to  us  in  |-"ien(  h,  neither  sitie 
showiiiL:  a.nv  eniiiarrassmiTil,  for.  apparent'w  as  the 
Arab  knows  cMTyihint:  about  liis  neii^lib(>ur-^,  he 
fakes  It  for  ■jr.-'Wetl  that  his  neiLihlx.urs  are  as  fully 
informed  about  himsrlf. 

'rhe\-  werr  mii^htv  hunters,  "f.ook  at  the  eves 
"f  I'l'^  \i'b  oidv  hunters  Iiave  th.at  clear,  steadv 
Ca7e."  rriie  Arab  hunter  smiled  sleadib.-  .it  us  .as  wf 
made   our  olw.  rvations  as   directed.) 

I  his  l-rcnch  ■^.■ntlcman.  who  owns  ronsiderablf 
fiiopeiu  in  iiiskra  he  (Mice  w.as  proprietor  of  the 
Sah.ir.-i  Hotel  has  such  an  inti'nse  love  of  the  de.sert 
that  he  has  practirally  become  an  Aral).     lie  has  just 
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been   into  liiskrn  for  a  day  or  two  on  business,  .md 

I()  buy  aminunitinii  ;  hui,  a>  usual,  he  is  liurr\iii^' 
away  Iroiii  the  louii  ai  tin-  larhcst  inoiiiriu  in  (lie 
(Ifstrl  beyond  Sidi  ()kba.  His  ho.nc  is  a  tiotnad's 
tftit,  where  his  Aral)  \site  aiui  (  liililien  await  hiin, 
and  where  he  will  take  oti  llie  riothes  he  is  now 
weariiiL:,  and  i)iit  on  the  Arab  dre>s  wIikIi  he  so 
inu(  li  prefers.  Ills  Arab  trieiid  is  his  (  oiis'ant  (.nm- 
panion,  and  toL;eiher  they  luint  the  ^a/elle  with  a 
skill   which   has  made  them   tamoiis." 

With  (  harn-.iiij^  m<idesiv  the  I'rem  liinan  assented 
to  this  aicount  of  hiinselt. 

"I'  is  true  that  I  ha\e  bei  ome  an  Arab,""  he  s;iid 
to  my  wife  ,iiui  me.  "  |-rom  early  bovlio.>d  I  (oiild 
not  resist  the  power  which  the  tlesert  has  over  me. 
.Mv  lather  tried  everythiiii:  he  coiild  think  <'t  lo  lui'ak 
me  in  this:  Ik  thrashed  me,  he  starved  me.  h<-  e\en 
sent  me  to  I'aris.  jJin  nothing  (<.uld  cure  rm-  of  what 
was  a  passion  of  m\-  soul.  Mv  hapjiiness  in  this  htc 
Is  in  the  ilesert  ;  and  when  I  die  I  hope  to  ).;.>  to  the 
I\-ira(Hse  of  the  .\rabs  !  " 

"Are  you  not  afraid  m  the  desert.-'  Isn't  the 
silence  and  loneliness  awful.-'  Isn'*  it  terrifvinc  at 
nii,dit  ?  "  asked  mv  wife. 

".Madam,"  he  answered,  "I  am  ne\er  .afraid  m 
the  desert,  'n  Pans,  ,,I  nii,'ht,  I  ,im  afr.aid  ;  m  the 
desert,   never  ! 

"Can  you  tell  u^  what  the  fascination  is."" 

"Oil  I  the  de.sert  is  so  />(■(•;  tin-  i,'(K)d  (iod  is  so 
near,  and  nothing  of  m.-in's  stupiilitv,  and  hutlurss, 
stands  IxMween  you  and  Him.  ^'ou  breathe  the  pure 
air,  anil  walk  under  the  tjlorious  skv,  and  -  anti 
I'urther  lanmiaL;e  failing:  bim,  he  could  sum  up  in 
only  one  word,  "vou  are  Sit-     free!  " 

.Mi  and  cmr  bov  comnanion  now  nroduced  tlieir 
11 


1 1* 


m 


^''- 


oH 


nil.  i)i;si:kt  oaiiwa^ 


tllllfs,    .iini    |cii    ihi'    riis(    liinr    \Kf    tll-^(  "  >\i  ii  (i    lii.il    All 

\\;is  .111  .11 1  t>ni()li'>ln'(l   [il.ivrr  <in   tin-  litiK'   n-i-d  troni 
ulnili   sill  li   li.iiiiitirii;  ;nis  arc  dr.'iuii. 

l-irst  tlif  lii.v  pl.'ivi'd  a  litii-  ot  an  Ar.ih  (  li.iiit.  and 
All  anssMK  (1  It  in  sniit,'.  Tln-n  Alt  uoiild  lluic  an«l 
lln  l)(i\  \',(iiild  sKiL.'.  ()iH'Si)nL,'  till- la\c,t  .1  i(in(]ii<-r«'d 
In'w  uoiild  w.iii  .'ind  < TV  until  t!ir  s.idnrss  hci.imc 
.iln.'isi  uiirmlnrihli-  (tliin-  i^  .stirrlv  nntlunj;  so  pathetic- 
•  IS  !i'r  dir^is  I  if  I  he  Aiahs) ;  dirn  the  Ar.'il)  i  mp.it  itncc 
nf  the  inis«T\-  i.t  nund,  in  wlm  h  ti>  lli.at  monirnt  .Mi 
li,-ul  ii'XflIrd,  wniild  hri-.ik  forth  in  .i  nn-rrv  diinrf.  in 
uliK  li  lioili  t1;itis  would  sffin  to  vir  with  i-.irh  other 
in  joMnisiifs,    i|  vti'p  .-ind  reel  ,-ind  mv  ictrc.'it 

\nd  till  n  llir  \or,-il  (  liant  of  one  of  the  I's.ilin^  of 
Isl.ini  uoi:l(l  w.iil  forth  ai^ain,  tlnlr  .in~-uirinj,'  voue, 
hoih  in  minor  kev,  in  -lu  h  a  \<,.iv  ili.-it  one  uoiild 
think  the  solemn  fervour  of  tin-  Prophet's  message 
iinisi  he  irresistihle.  And  .il;  lin  fun  umild  sucreed 
gravity,  and  there  uould  be  mm  h  l,iiii,'hter  o\er  a 
comic  Ar.ih  sont;. 

lo  h'  uith  friends  is  i,i  In-  li.ippv."  s.iid  Ali, 
uhiii  U'  rem.irked  on  his  t,'ood-tuimoiir.  lioth  lie 
and  the  Ar.ih  hov  seemed  tieterniined  to  entertain 
us  .and  no  one  u  ho  has  not  e\[)erienced  it  can  under- 
stand lini,'  enii  rt.ainine^  an  Arab  can  be  uhen  lie  is 
makiiiL:  holid.iv. 

I>v  diis  time  we  had  reached  the  upen  desert  road, 
and  the  cruel  uiiui  w.as  blouint:  full  upon  us.  .Mv 
tliroat  was  not  t.ikinc  kmdlv  to  the  cold  and  tlic 
dr\  ness. 

I.ookiiii,'-  through  the  flap  of  our  ran\as  covering, 
v.e  saw  coir.iiiL:  tou.ards  us  from  the  desert  an 
enormous  j^illar  of  s.-iiul  of  threat  heit:ht,  driven 
forward  in   the  centre  of  .i  uiiirluind. 

ImniediaieK   ih'    .\rab  lad  made  a  si^rt  of  tent  of 
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file  spare  fdUis  of  \\i^  hiirmxis,  aiul,  piittinj,'  i(  ovrr 
my  Ih'.uI,  ( omplctfly  .oMTfd  nif  with  it,  as  a  pro- 
tfction  tiom  till'  sand,  ulin  h  cvtry  Aral)  undrr.staruls 
is  luirtfiil  to  tile  ihriiat . 

In  a  low  voi(  r  I  h.  .ird  hiin  inutii'rinj^  to  liinisrlf, 
"Madid!  Iladid!"  irp.at.d  l)y  .\li  in  I'nnrli  as 
**  her!  l-'.r!  "  (Iron  !  n.  m  I)  "  Tfr.  tii  <s  malhciireux  I  " 
(Iron,  lliuu  art  unlinks  I)  ilu-  Aral)  hoy  repratint,'  it 
in   Ins  own   tongue,   "iladid!    /a   niaslniin  !  " 

'I'lic  hoy's  explanation  (uIik  li  All  translated)  was 
tliat  he  was  wardiiiL:  < 'iT  troiii  lis  the  tlijjht  of  evil 
K''nii  of  the  desert  which  i  aiises  these  sand  st,,rnis. 

'Iliese  jinns  uhuh  also  are  res|>onsihle  for  wal»'r- 
spotits  are  supposed  (o  have  a  ureat  horror  of  iron,* 
.sf>  that   the  nil  re  mention  of  it   renders  them  r)()wer- 

less. 

I  Ih'  llutint;  (cased,  for  the  hrst  iiislUK  t  of  the 
Aril)  always  is  to  cover  his  month,  not  alone  from 
the  whirliriL:  sand  hut  even   from  a  lold  wind. 

I'or  nearly  half  an  hour  we  drove  through  this 
storm,  and  all  the  time  I  was  covered  like  a  (  hi(  k 
hv  the  mother  hen.  Ocrasiimally  Ali  would  peep 
under  my  cosy  winu.  with  a  humopjiis  remark,  and 
the  fac<-  of  mv  protector  wr)uld  di\f  down  now  and 
then;  "m-r  he  pulled  up  the  whole  hurnous  it  was 
speciallv  'oluminoiis  to  hrinc  his  own  head  into  my 
lent,  and.  to  (  heer  me,  played  on  his  flm,.  the  merry 
dance  tune  which  is  always  heard  in  the  raf»-.s  where 
there   is  nati\c  dancint,'. 

•')n-.  f  th.  s,,r.i-.:t  Ih-  K<T.w  .l-.-i!  ,s.nii!i.-,|  •■  lr..n.-  -Dire 
rvil  resid.th  'n  .f,  as  weU  ,t,  .n-JvanfaKe  t-.  mankin-i  ••_s<vmin(;  alv^ 
t..  Mi2«c-.t  that  hv  u<  ,^r„lt  pr,wf-r  '^  Or.,)  mav  kn.-.w  who  .issi.teth 
M.m  an'l  11,,  n,.rt!.-.  m  -.<„>(  -  iyvr^,-  >;..  .\,|,,m  >,  .a>M  ,..  hav,. 
br..„.ht  with  him  (r..,M  Cir.-i-Ii^-  fro  thin.;.  uM.i  ..(  ,r..n  .„,  are.,!, 
a   r-air  "I  ton-s   twr.  h.-inim.'r-.  .Trir|   a  n.fcilf       I'       .h'v   th<    L-reat 
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Once  tlinjuj^'l)  the  .^torni  we  Ci>uld  see  the  oa.-,is  of 
Sidi  Okha  standing,'  out  \  rv  clearly  in  the  distance; 
and  with  sonj;  and  tint,-,  and  light-iiearted  jest,  our 
friends  attain  bewitched  the  time,  so  that  \ve  arrived 
at  the  famous  desert  village  without  feelinj;  any 
irksomt'ness  from  the  InnL:  drive  in  the  (^Id-fashioned 
dilii^encc—iin  ordeal  uhi-.li  oiir  luircjx-an  fri»-nds  had 
declared  would  alone  kill  us,  «ven  if  w- were  fortunate 
enough  to  escajK-  tlie  murderous  desi.uns  of  possible 
Arab  fellow-pasMntjers. 

We  ali>,dited,  liowevrr.  with  alacrity,  and  as  wc 
were  accompanied  l)y  All.  who  is  everywhere  well 
known,  the  crowd  of  mm  and  children  who  await  the 
daily  arrival  of  what  is  their  mail  conveyance,  in  the 
hope  of  capturinjj:  a  •'tourist,"  melted  away  from  us. 

Our  boy  frientl  and  this  is  a  true  touch  of  Arab 
character-^  having  behaved  with  charming,'  kindness 
on  the  journey,  now,  with  p'l'.ial  confidence,  expected 
me  to  pav  the  franc  for  hi^  fare— which,  of  course, 
I  did  without  iiesitation. 

We  turned  to  receive  the  most  cordial  welcome 
of  the  Arab  judf^e.  who  had  come  out  to  meet  us,  and 
in  two  minutes  we  were  all  ^ittint:  outside  a  M<jorish 
cafe  -the  bov  included  •  drinking  colft-e,  as  the  first 
sign  of  the  hospitality  which  was  to  be  lavished  upon 
us  on  this  memorable  day. 

Sidi  Okba  is  quite  different  from  Biskra.  It  is 
built  al!  of  mud  in  the  Arab  style,  for  there  is  no 
i'rench  colony  and  no  military  garrison.  Ail  its 
streets  are  verv  narrow,  and  its  shops  are  tiny  dark 
holes;  but  it  is  full  f)f  colour  and  brightness,  because 
all  the  commodities  are  spread  out  in  the  streets.  And 
verv  brilliant  the  fruit  and  veg.tabli-s.  the  dothing 
stulTs,  the  red  ami  yellow  .>hoes,  the  shining  kitchen 
utensils,  look  in  the  blazing  sunshine. 
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lo  .'Klmil  tile  [)K  liui-.itiiii-iu-ss  ol  Sidi  Ukba  oiu- 
ncfd  not  <imit  mfiuion  a>  M-iUinuTital  untt-r^  do 
of  the  unrclifvfd  lioiiur.-i  ot  tlu-  butclit-rs'  shops 
(u(jiild  that  liuir  waits  wt-ru  twt  spn-ad  out  in  tlie 
stn-fls),  tilt-  pfst  ot  llics,  and  the  primeval  lack  of 
sanitatKjn,  wliicli  to  ^onie  s(jueainisli  people  arc  each 
ami  all   insupjxjrtablr. 

lov  ouimKcs,  our  .squtaniishness  in  the  matter  of 
certain  |.)rinutive  i  ustonis  hat!  deserted  us  some  time 
since  by  a  sort  ot  <asy  natural  process,  and  tlunigh 
ue  never  liketl  the  lli.s  (we  found  one  means  of 
defence,  that  these  pt  sis  never  fijUowed  us  into  the 
shade),  the  butchers  shops  we  were  able  to  take  for 
granted. 

'Ihe  streets  are  thronged  with  Arab  men  and  boys, 
but  there  is  less  of  alertness  and  brightness  here  than 
in  Hiskra.  Indeed'  a  distinct  air  of  sadness  prevails, 
a  kind  ot  listless  retlectiveness  whidi  makes  the  in- 
habitants seem   more  remote  and  unapproachable. 

Sidi  Okba  is  the  religious  centre,  as  Biskra  is 
the  trading  capital,  of  the  Ziban.  I;  is  the  town  In 
which  the  pious  Moslems  from  all  parts  of  the  vast 
c<juntry  are  drawn  on  pilgrimage;  I  ha\i-  even  heard 
it  said  that  a;  (jiie  time  of  the  year,  when  religious 
fervour  is  specially  stirred  bv  tlu.-  more  important 
observances  ot  Islam,  tln-re  are  not  wanting  signs  of 
fanaticism   in  these  serious-looking  people. 

I  nder  an  arcade  near  by  in  tlie  street,  and  verv 
pnjminently  placed,  were  two  funeral  biers.  1  askeil 
.Ml  if  they    Were  always   kepi   there. 

"(Jh,  yes,"  he  said;  "and  it  is  right.  When  the 
I'rijphet  was  asked  what  purities  and  (  leanses  a  sullied 
heart,  he  replied,  '  Remembering  death  and  constantly 
reading  the   l\oran.' 

"In  a  religious  village  like  Sidi  Okba  these  things 
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.serve  to  leir.md  men  et  the  end  ol  lite  .muI  ihe  world 
to  come." 

In  company  with  the  Arab  jiKl<j:e  and  Ali,  we 
went  first,  of  courM-,  to  the  f,'reat  moscivie.  the  centre 
of  the  town,  the  one  (  ause  (A  its  being,  the  shrine  of 
one  of  the  L,'real<st  nifii  of  Islani.  m  the  slu'dow 
of  which  men  come  to  siuiiy  and  to  [>ray  the  tomb 
of  Sidi  Okba. 

Tiiis  is  the  oldest  Mohammedan  building  in 
Africa,  f<jr  it  is  the  original  b'lrial  place  of  that  great 
warrior  ()ld)a  ("Sidi"  is  the  title  of  "Lord"),  wiio. 
in  the  early  enthusiasm  of  Mohammedanism,  wi'.li  a 
small  armv,  coiujuered.  in  f)So,  tlu  whole  of  Northern 
Africa  friun  I'^gypt  to  1  angier,  being  eventually 
killed  near  this  sjiot. 

lie  was  a  man  of  contagious  courage,  and  one 
of  his  passionat*-  exclamations  is  preserved  to  this 
dav.  As  he  once  urged  his  horse  into  the  Atlantic 
surf,  he  cried,  "By  the  great  (iod.  if  f  were  not 
stopped  bv  this  raging  sea,  I  would  go  on  to  the 
nations  of  the  West,  preaching  the  unity  of  I  liy 
Name,  and  jmtting  to  tlu-  swt)rd  those  who  would 
not  submit  I  " 

.Sidi  Okba  began  his  brilliant  career  as  the  barber 
of  the  Prophet. 

All  round  about  the  mos(iue  were  rooms  in  which 
religious  teai  hing  was  being  given  to  bovs  and  young 
men.  .\s  this  teaching  was  entirelv  concernetl  with 
the  learning  of  the  Koran  for  recitation,  the  class- 
rooms seemed  like  so  manv  humming  nests  of 
liornets  a  comparison  which  our  friends  suggested 
as  having  been  einploved  bv  the  Prophet  when  he 
once  paid  a  surprise  visit  in  the  night  to  his  people, 
and,  to  his  deli    lit,  found  them  repeating  prayers. 

In  the  wall  at  one  end  of  the  niosijue  there  \.ere 
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.strvcral  .small  door^,  jiist  !.irt;c  tnoiigli  lor  a  human 
hcinj;  to  ( r>'cp  throiiqli,  about  live  tft-t  trom  tlit 
j,^r()und.  'IIk'M'.  Ali  told  us,  were  the  lodging-plai  cs 
of  sludtMits  and  pilgrims;  and.  in  answer  to  his 
knocking,  ont  of  the  doors  was  opened,  and  a  yoiiih 
peered  out  from  the  cupboard  in  which  he  had  his 
lotiging,  and  n'turned  the  [)ious  greetings  of  our 
friends. 

The  pre(  inets  of  tin-  Moslem  moscjue,  especially 
when,  like  this  one.  it  is  an  oljject  of  [)iigrimage,  are 
always  regarded  as  the  resting-plat  e  for  strangers 
and  travellers;  and  it  is  an  important  ix)int  in  the 
religifius  life  of  Islam  to  visit  the  tombs  ol  great 
men  to  claim  an  interest  in  their  intercessions. 

.\s  at  other  great  tombs,  there  are  endowments  at 
Sidi  Okba  for  students  and  {)ilgrims,  and  the  leaving 
of  legacies  is  believeil  to  put  one  in  good  favour 
with  the  saint. 

In  the  old  days  of  warfare,  when  most  of  the  men 
of  a  village  like  this  would  at  times  be  called  to 
battle,  a  certain  number  would  be  left  i.ehind  "that 
they  may  diligently  instruct  themselves  in  their 
religion,  and  may  admonish  their  joetiple  when  they 
( ome  back  to  them,  that  thev  may  take  heed  to 
themselves."  * 

In  the  first  days  every  healthy  man  went  to  war. 
with  the  result  that  the  stuily  of  religitm  was  entirely 
neglected,  hence  this  rule  became  necessary  to  keep 
alight  the  tire  of  religious  zeal;  and  it  would  be  in 
such  r(K)ms  about  the  moscjue  as  we  saw  at  Sidi  (Jkba 
that  these  men  would  study. 

Having  put  slippers  over  our  boots — lent  us  by  a 
man  at  the  door-  while  our  Ar.ib  friends  |)ut  otT  their 
baboosh  and  walked  in   stockinged  feet,   we  entered 

*    Sur.i    ix,     12  V 
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tin-  .sacK-d  |)r«(  in(t>  ot  tlic  moscjuc,  a  largi-  tovt-n-d 
loiirl  \\lii(li  ran  ri)und  t\s<>  Mclc-sol  it. 

A  pn-tiy  little  bird  tliltint:  fm-ly  about  in  the 
court  attracted  my  attention  it  uas  a  houbf-bunting, 
so  ciiinnion  in  tlie  mud  villages  -and  we  were  told 
it  was  the  pet  of  the  marabout,  with  whom  it  was 
very  tame. 

Our  Arab  trieiids  took  mui  h  interest  in  the  pretty 
(Te.-iture,  telling  me  that  birds  are  often  menti(med  in 
the  l\<irai'..  In  one  chapter  tiii'  fable  ot  Jesus  breath- 
ing life  into  the  little  (la"  birds  wliiih  Fie  had 
[)laved  at  moilelling  with  other  boys  is  referred  to.* 

In  another  Sura  there  is  a  story  ot  a  miracle 
wlii(  h  Abraham  performed  with  birds  to  convince  (jne 
(said  to  be  the  l)e\il  in  human  form)  who  (.lout)ted 
that  (iod  coulii  bring  together  at  the  resurre(  tion 
the  several  parts  of  the  ctjrpse  ot  a  man  which  lay 
on  the  sea-shore,  and  hati  l)een  de\<(ured  jtaitlv  by 
wild    i)easts,    bv    lishes,    and   birds. t 

The  Arab  judge  told  Ali  (who  translated  for  us 
it  will  be  remembered  that  the  judge  spoke  only 
Arai)ic)  that  .\braham,  after  asking  (iod  to  show 
him  how  lie  would  give  life  to  the  dead,  took  four 
birds  an  eagle,  a  peactx  k,  a  raxeii,  and  a  fowl-  and 
minced  the  four  boilies  together,  tlesh  and  featiiers, 
keeping  the  heads  uninjured  in  his  hand.  l)i\iding 
the  mass  into  four  parts,  he  laid  a  j)art  on  four 
different  mountains.  Then  he  called  the  birds  each 
by  name,  ami  immediately  all  the  original  parts  tlew 
together  and  joined  the  heads,  and  the  liirds  were 
alive  again.;^ 

Moslems  believe  that  all  kinds  of  bi'Js  (and  many. 


'    Sur.i   iii,   4v  +    Sur.i   li,   2(1;. 
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it  not  all,  lj«'ast>>  lia\i-  a  laiii^uayt-  by  uliiili  tlicy 
commiiniiatf  tlifir  lliuut,'lil.s  to  cai  h  otlitT.  Soioiiioii, 
they  say,  was  tauglit  tl'.r  sjx-ivh  of  birds,  and  uas 
t-ndoufd  with  |)ouL'r  over  tlit-  i,'t'nii  "a  clear  boon 
I'roiii  (lod."  " 

In  tilt'  interior  ot  the  nuixjue  tli«-re  is  nnicii  rich 
(-olouiini:.  and  tlu-  lonib  is  tiner  than  most,  and  was 
shown  to  us  l)v  our  tnmds  with  nuu  h  pride.  Han^- 
int:  on  the  outside  of  the  walls  of  this  small  chapel 
(to  i,Mve  it  an  Mnclish  name)  whiih  encloses  the  j^rave 
were  pi(liires,  containiiiL.',  of  course,  no  human  or 
other  ti^nires,  l)Ut  crude  representations,  without  any 
attempt  at  perspective,  of  the  sacred  Kaaba  at  Mecca, 
and  of  Mohatnmet's  tomb  at  Medina,  I  believe. 

'Ihis  cliapel,  our  friends  told  us,  was  only  opened 
on  (jne  dav  of  the  vear,  ui  on  that  day  it  wduld 
not  be  wise  for  an  "  unl)eliever "  to  enter  even  the 
outer  courts  of  the  inos(jue  ;  to  attempt  to  enter  the 
chapel   it.seh    would  !)••  death. 

Burton  relates  that  in  visitini^  a  sacred  tomb  tlie 
guardian  who  took  him  made  a  ^reat  rattlint,'  with 
the  keys  before  (qjeiuntT  the  door,  the  reason  l)ein^' 
tiiat  the  souls  of  saints  arc  foiui  of  siitin;^'  to^'ether 
in  spiritual  concourx-,  aiul,  as  no  profane  eve  must 
1( ok  u[)()n  the  scene,  it  was  {)ro|M'r  to  ^ive  warninj,^ 
ot  ap[)roach.  Whether  that  i.s  true  or  not,  our  Arab 
triends,  who  obviously  rei^arded  tlie  tomb  with  threat 
Nt-neraticn  in  other  ways,  betrayed  not  the  slij,'htest 
delicacy  in  tryin;,',  with  all  an  Arab's  keenness  of 
observation,  to  find  for  u>  a  hole  throui^h  which  we 
mijj;ht  peep  at  the  j^^rave  within,  inviting  us  to  uo  on 
to  Dur  hands  and  knees  in  order  to  catch  a  better 
^'limpse  ot  what  (for  we  (//(/  see  it)  looketl  like  a  very 
sim[)le  Sort  of  sarcophat^Mis. 

*    Siir.i    x\wi.    i(). 
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In  aiiotlitr  ua\,  liii\w\cr,  I  \va>  to  rc(i'i\c  proof 
ol  llif'ir  bfiicf  that  tlir  >|)iril  ot  a  yrtai  .saint  liii^cis 
round  his  tomb. 

Aftt-r  a  u  InspiTftI  consultation  apart,  Ali  ami  liis 
fricrui  asked  it  we  would  care  to  join  with  tluin  in 
a  simpk-  supplication  at  the  shrine 

We  ai^rcfd,  and  took  <iur  plate  with  tln-m,  sid«- 
bv  sitlf,  standint;  (lose  to  the  tomb,  with  our  faces 
t(jwariis  it,  while  tlie\'  showed  us  exa(  tlv  h(AV  to  form 
witli  our  hands  the  cup  iijxin  our  breasts. 

Siientlv,  for  a  minut'-,  we  jiraved  in  that  strant,'ely 
impressive  place,  the  onU-  oci  apants  ot  that  silent 
church,  in  an  attituili'  whi(h  was  a  sii,Mi  of  faith  in 
an  immediate  answer.  .\  simple  petition--  on  our 
})art  th.it  the  (iod  of  Al)raham  would  l)less  us  and 
our  friends  with  all  L,'"<>d,  and  on  theirs  that,  dirout;h 
the  i^ood  oll'ices  ot  this  saint,  the  i^rt-at  (Iod  would 
protect  us  all,  ami  that  (to  our  wond»"rment ),  if  we 
did  not  meet  attain  in  this  life,  we  mit,dit  all  meet  in 
Par.idise  !  .\nd  then  lot^ether  we  drew  the  palms  of 
our  h.iiuls  down  our  f ;k cs  to  ;ibs(jrb  the  blessini;  of 
our  praver. 

It  was  ali  so  simple,  and  so  true;  and,  allhouf::!! 
we  felt  sure  of  the  rec^ird  of  these  men,  so  utterly 
unexpected  was  it  th.it  they  (ouUi  link  us  to  them 
in  their  relii,Mon  in  this  wav.  th.tt  we  (ould  not  help 
but  be  deeply  imj^ressed. 

Afterwards  the  incident  led  to  m.inv  .an  interest injL,' 
talk,  the  oist  ot  whi(h  I  will  i,'i\e  Later,  when  1  will 
try  to  show  how  such  a  tiling  (  ould  be  jxissible  .as 
between  sincere  MosUans  and  Christi.ans,  none  of 
whom  thought  for  a  moment  of  i,M\in!4  up  the  least 
|joint  of  their  own   faith. 

The  \  lew  fr<im  the  min.'uet  ni  this  mos(jue  is 
exccptiunally  tine,  for  thi'  whole  oasis,  with  its  houses 
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and  palin.s,  is  in  sij^^tit,  ululr  lui  one  sidf  stn-tilifs 
awav  tin-  di'M-rt,  and  nn  tlir  otlu-r  is  tin-  Ix-autiful 
vcllow  ran^M*  of  the  Aurcs  mountains. 

It  is  fspci  laliv  inttrt'stinf,'  to  l<x)k  d»\vn  from  a 
lifif^iit  like  this,  from  the  fact  that  so  much  of  tht- 
htc  of  tin-  pi'oplf  of  a  pur«'ly  Arab  town  is  passed 
on  ilic  t1at  r(H)fs  of  tlu-  hiiildinf,'.s,  and  that  the  women 
are  alloueil  to  walk  on  the  roofs. 

Witli  Iiis  eyes  so  much  cjuicker  than  ours, 
Ah  [xiinted  out  manv  iletails  of  tamilv  hfe  on  tlie 
different  ro(jfs,  which  would  have  esiaped  us.  I 
noticed  that  he  kept  ill  the  shadow  .and  never 
.'il)peared  in  the  openings  of  tlie  minaret,  frtjin  whicli 
lie  (ould  he  seen  himself  hv  the  people  b«'k»w,  while 
liis  friend  had  ahogetlier  excused  liimself  from 
i:oming  up  with  us. 

I'he  reason  for  this  is  tliat  the  Arabs  object  verv 
strongly  to  anyone  es})ecialiy  of  their  ou n  country- 
men p)inj,'-  into  the  minarets,  tiom  which  thev  can 
be  overlooked. 

Afterwards  I  found  tii.il  anv  .\ralj,  whether 
friend  or  guitle,  who  went  to  the  village  mosques  with 
us  would  always,  on  some  pretext,  refrain  from  going 
up  into  the  minarets.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing,  they 
s.ud,  to  find  that  some  mysterious  person  below  has 
flung  a  stone  at  an  Arab  appearing  in  a  nunaret, 
and  in  some  parts  bullets  are  not  unknown.  So 
thorough  is  this  dislike  that  in  some  parts  of  the 
Arab  world  ;i  l)lind  muezzin  is  preferred,  and  (ases 
are  known  of  blindness  having  been  {pretended  by  a 
man  who  thought  he  might  get  the  oHice. 

The  muezzin  was  an  ofTice  instituted  by  the 
Prophet,  «me<if  the  most  faithful  of  his  {>arlv  foUowers 
named  Ililal.  .in  Fthiojiian.  who  had  a  fine  voice, 
Ijemg  ill.-  tiisi  Mian  to  be  em|)loyed  to  summon,  from 
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an  tiniixiK  r,  ilic  \\(ir^liii)j)tis  In  |)ia\iT.  Mciliammrt 
is  rcportid  to  have  said,  "I  he  calltrs  to  pravtT  may 
•  ■\|)f(  t  Paraclisf.  and  ulitn-vcr  serves  in  tlie  olVue  for 
seven  \cars  sliall  be  saved  fmm  liell-tire."  lie  must 
stand,  ulien  lie  calls,  with  his  face  towartls  Mecca, 
with  tlie  points  ot  liis  torefinpers  in  his  ears.  The 
(all  inii-t  under  no  (  inuin^tances  be  recited  bv  an 
unclean  |)cr^jn,  a  ciiunkaid,  a  madman.  <)r  a  woman. 

I-eavint,'  the  nioscine.  we  were  now  reatlv  fur  the 
.\rab  liHK  h  to  wlm  h  we  hat!  been  invitetl. 

The  jiiti^e  jiad  previdiislv  ^one  home  to  see  that 
(•vcrythini,'  was  preparetl  for  our  rt-cejnion.  and  when 
wf  arrived  at  the  tioor  we  had  a  \er\  ordial  welcome; 
and,  while  the  kons-koiis  w.as  bemt,'  prepared,  we 
were  taken  to  our  host's  i^arden  of  lii,'  and  palm  trees, 
where  another  charmini;  Nount;  Arab,  who  was  to 
join  I  he  partv  at  lunrli,  was  aw/iitinp  us. 

"What  will  von  tiriiik  ?  Water!  N'oii  must  not 
drink  the  w.iler  if  vou  are  not  quite  strong,  as  it 
comes  from  ,i  niounlain  stream,  and  not  from  a  well, 
like  that  of  Hiskra,  so  it  is  not  i^'ood  for  Europeans 
who  .are  at  all  delicate.  Wouldn't  I  have  wine?" 
'1  he  ju<.li,^e  had  come  to  me  in   the  s^'.irden  to  ask. 

1  his  w.as  the  (|Ue>iion  which  led  me  to  a  faux  pu^. 
I  was  \fry  thirsty,  the  dry  wind  h.a\inu;-  parched 
my  throat.  I  n<-ver  drink  wiiie,  but  it  oc(-urred  to 
me.  in  an  unfortunate  moment,  that  if  i  must  drink, 
the  safest  thins,^  to  take  would  be  the  simple  wine  <jf 
the  country.  l-'()r,ct  itin-  fctr  a  moment  that,  although 
the  .Mohammedan  doe-,  iMit  ilrink  uine,  his  sense 
ol  hospitality  woidd  lead  inni  to  L,'et  some  for  a  i^uest. 
liowever  hi-  micht  detest   it  hin.self,   I  said  "Yes!" 

At  last  ue  were  summoned  to  the  feast,  which, 
as  the  dav  w.is  now  ime,  w.as  served  <in  a  i^reen  [)atch 
ot  ground  in  the  i^anleii  near  the  d.H.r  of  the  iiouse. 
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Here  a  cloth  was  .spread  on  ih-  grass,  round  which 
we  seated  oursehes,  a  wooden  s{)(M)n  being  handed 
to  each  one  of  us  by  an  Arab  servant  a  man,  of 
course  wlio  llien  went  into  the  Iiouse  and  brought 
out  a  large  steaming  disli,  ami  {)ia(  ed  it  in  the  (entre 
of  our  circle.  '|"hf  disli  itself  was  of  crcKkerv.  for 
It  is  unlawful  for  an  Arab  to  <-at  nut  of  anvthini'  (jf 
till-  nature  of  a  siKrr  or  gold  vessel. 

I  nui^t  mention  here  that  we  had  not  been  invited 
tc.  go  over  the  threshold  of  the  house  (we  had  entered 
tlir  garden  by  a  d.jor  in  the  mud  wall),  and  so  had 
not  met  till-  uiff  anil  daughters  of  our  host.  Not 
knowing  us  as  well  as  Ali  did,  he  could  not  intro- 
duce us  to  them,  and  in  any  case  the  presence  of  .\li 
and  the  other  Arab  frit-nd  would  lia\f  been  enough 
to  kee[)  them  strictlv  within  doors. 

What  seemed  to  us  the  least  agreeable  restriction 
upon  us  with  regard  to  the  ladies  of  the  family  was 
that  we  were  not  able,  unless  we  committed  a  rude- 
ness to  our  host,  even  lo  ask  about  their  welfar*-  in 
any  way,  although  we  quite  well  knew  that  all  the 
morning  they  must  have  been  working  \ery  hard  in 
preparing  this  meal  for  our  entertainment. 

Of  course,  when  the  meal  iiad  begun,  we  knew 
(jur  last  chance  of  seeing  them  was  g(jne,  ff>r  in 
no  circumstances  would  an  Arab  woman  venture  to 
eat  with  a  general  party,  for  she  may  not  e\i'n  sit 
down  to  f<jod  with  her  own  husband  and  sons  without 
a  very  urgent  invitation. 

Till-  steaming  dish  proved  to  h.>  a  thick  brown 
pntdi^c,  in  wlii(  h  the  Arabs  tltlight,  and  which  they 
pepper  so  much  as  to  niaki'  it  almost  unbearable  to 
l\nglish  thioats;  and,  as  the  [xunt  of  this  meal  was 
that  It  was  to  ]u-  piireiv  Arab,  no  modification  had 
been  made  for  our  bent-tit.     (in-at  was  the  deliL'ht  of 
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Ali  and  his  fricncis  at  our  splutttrinj,'  over  thr  first 
nioiithful,  wliii  h,  wlicn  once  .sw.ill<)\\<'d,  sr«-m«'d  to 
prepare  tlif  u.iv,  s<>  that  we  w<re  able  to  partake  of 
what  was  a  reallv  (lihiKHis  soup  uitliout  further 
tears. 

IIa\inp,  of  course,  no  platfs,  \\f  all  dijipecl  in'o 
the  j^'eneral  di>h.  'Ihtrf  was  a  neatness,  h  reserve, 
and  a  daintiness  about  the  way  this  was  done  by  the 
Arabs  that  robbed  this  method  of  eating,'  of  every 
.sign  of  rudeness. 

.After  this  doubly-hot  soup  I  was  wonderini,'  how 
we  could  cool  our  luiglish  throats,  when  the  servant 
placed  beside  me  a  bottle  of  rin  ordinaire.  V  ■  this 
time  I  had  rialised  that  I  had  made  a  mist, ike  in 
manners,  but  decidi-d  tiiat  it  unuld  be  best  nr»w  to 
take  a  little  of  the  wine  without  comment.  .As  I 
poured  some  into  mv  plass  I  noticed  the  slight 
instinctive  niovi'ment  (»f  tiie  voimg  Arab  w1k>  sat  on 
mv  right,  as  he  drew  back  his  burnous,  lest  a  drop 
of  the  forbidden  litjuid  should  splash  upon  iiim.  I 
then  put  the  bottle  out  of  sight  on  tiie  grtuud  behind 
my  back. 

We  had  imagined  tliat  kous-kous  was  a  single 
dish,  and  that  the  Arabs  lived  almost  entirely  upon 
its  one  or  tWD  ingretlients,  but  we  were  to  learn  that 
it  consists- on  ceremonial  occasions  of  three  or  even 
more  courses. 

The  soup  having  been  removed,  a  smaller  dish 
of  an  cntirilv  ilifTerent  nature  was  brought  in.  It 
contained  a  small  amount  of  meat,  cut  up  into  little 
pieces,  fried  egg,  also  cut  up,  and  tr)  my  special 
gratification  a  great  many  large  raisins,  the  whole 
being  prepared  w  ith  olive  oil.  and  spiced  c|uite  mildlv 
and  pleasantlv. 

Having  retained  our  spoons,  we  again  sat  up  close 
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to  thr  dish  and  dipn<'d  in.  oiir  Imst  and  Mi  pointing 
out  delicate  niorsfi  mmI  lauj,diinj,dv  tirj^'inj,'  us  to 
take   them. 

Ali,  who  was  .sitlini^'  on  the  other  siile  of  the 
(inle,  away  froni  nie,  secini,'  mv  plass  uas  cfTiptv, 
urj^ed  me  to  ha\e  nmn'  wine. 

Tnrnin^r  f,,r  tli,-  1„. ;:!<•.  there  was  de.it^litefl  lau^li- 
t«'r  at  my  surprise  in  (indinv:  tliat  it  had  vanished. 

F.<M)kinj:  to  Ali  for  explanation,  he  said,  to  the 
further  dcMi^ht  of  his  friends: 

"Sir,  Sidi  Okba  does  not  like  to  sec  a  (,'ood  tnan 
drinkintr  wine,  and  so  he  has  taken  it  !  " 

Of  course,  I  arquirsced  in  the  saint's  f^oml  ofTires, 
.'iskinp  my  wife  in  Hnuhsh  if  sh<'  had  anv  idea  of 
tile  means  by  which  the  :reat  Sidi  had  performed 
the  vanishing:  trick,  only  to  Imd  that,  although  she 
was  sitting,'  in  the  best  place  for  obscrvnti.m,  she  l,ad 
s<'en   nothing  of  it. 

The  kous-kous  proper  now  app.-ared.  the  national 
dish  which  is  prepared  daily  in  every  liouse  antl  tent 
in  Arab  lands.  The  name  of  this  preparation  is  on 
every  tongue;  the  beggar  dailv  rraves  a  sou  lo  buy 
a  portion  of  it.  the  well-to-do  make  all  their  engage- 
ments converge  towards  that  magic  hour  at  sunset 
when  a  silence  falls  upon  everv  communitv  as  men 
leave  their  o(cupations  to  sit  round  the  steaming  pot 
containing  it. 

To-day  we  had  a  huge  piled-up  dish,  the  sight 
'.f  which,  after  the  two  previous  courses,  almost 
dismayed  us. 

The  great  round  basin  had  been  first  filled  with 
a  granulated  semolina  steamed  until  s,.ft  and  free 
from  lujuid;  in  this,  seasonable  v.-grtables.  (-....ked 
separately,  fiad  been  placed;  over  the  top  was  a  laver 
of   small    white    nuts,    also   steamer!    or    (w.ii^m    ..:.:. 
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s<^»ft,  antl  .m  thr  i.'|)  "t   .ill  «<"•  laid  (luip^^  of  hmlfd 
mutton. 

'Ilw  .\ral)>  hailed  tin-  ajjivaram  .■  i.|  this  c'lirse 
uilh  j(.v.  Our  liosi  liclf)cd  luuiM-lf  I'lr^t,  anil  as  Ali 
took  a  luii:i-  (  lioji  hy  the  hoiif  end  into  llir  lingers 
of  his  tiulit  hand  h<'  .^plained  to  us  lliat  lif  uas 
catinj^  nuuli  to-day,  htcausr  on  the  joiirncv  lioni'- 
uc  should  fa(<-  thf  (I. Id  umd.  "It  I  do  n  iliin^'  and 
am  warm,   I  cat  liitlf." 

It  is  dil'liiult  for  I'.uropc.ins.  at  tlrvt.  to  rralisc  that 
it  IS  ,111  act  of  tuifst  pohtrntss  on  tin-  part  of  an  Arab 
to  hclj)  liimscif  to  all  f(.ot!.  and  to  cat.  hrfon-  serving' 
his  quests;  liut.  as  All  afttruards  cxplainfd,  tlu- 
intention  of  this  is  to  show  that  he  is  ofTerinj,'  his 
friends  onlv  what  he  esteems  hiuhly  himseii.  In 
some  cases  the  (|uestton  of  [XMson  would  not  ho 
alisent,  and  then  the  custom  j^ave  (onlidente.  I-'rom 
a  simil.-ir  motive  he  alwavs  enters  a  room  before 
j,'uests  to  show  that  he  will  not  ;isk  you  to  ^o  where 
be  hesitates  tf)  po  himself. 

When  tbev  had  eaih  taken  a  chop  in  their 
flnj^ers,  we  did  the  same;  and  I  wish  I  (oiild  say 
we  ate  with  anything,'  lik(  their  daintiness,  altliouKb 
we,  usinc  b<)th  hands,  had  the  left  one  free  to  dip 
into  tile  bowl,  while  ttiey,  of  (onrse,  liad  to  put 
down  the  (  liojis  when  thev  wished  to  use  tiioir 
sjioons. 

Tliey  still  showed  every  an.xiety  that  we  should 
have  the  <-hoi<  e  l)its  of  vecetable,  to  be  found  by 
probing:  into  the  mass  of  t,'rain,  and  all  the  time  they 
smilin^'ly  urp-d  us  to  dii;  deep  in  order  to  brinp  up 
s^)methint:  specially  i:iH)d,  showing  us  the  way  to 
success. 

All  now  Iaughinj,,dy  asked  me  if  I  did  ni)t  want 
to  drink. 
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iikf  yuiir  wine,"  he  said. 


•  ill.  clfK'.s  not  like  you  to  miIT.t  fn.m  ti 
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iirst. 


I  tunird  n.iitui,  and  tli.-rr  ua.s  the  bottle! 
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joke   uave    the   ,,'reateM   deli^dit,    wln.l, 
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■'H-reased    ulu-n   he    played    it    otT    u, ..   ,..,,„„ 

'""'•;  and,  notvsithst,-  din.u  that  niv  nmI,-  and  I  u.re 
""'^;  -'uak..  to  th.  ,  .  ..Mhd.tv  of  a  rep,.t>„on.  u,-  stdl 
'lacl  not  an  inkii..^r  <,f  how    it  was  done. 

I  i;"t  a  return  for  the  joke  a  few  days  later.  \ 
r..-nd  had  hro„^,r|„  i,„„,  i^,,^^,,^  .^  ^^r^  n^arrUr- 
>'»xf<.r  a,h.  uhuh  I  borrowed.  When  I  met  .Mi 
I  sli-med  bin,  the  box  full,  and  asked  him  to  have 
a  ncarette.  (losing  the  box.  appanntiv  ,n  absen,- 
mmdednes..  I  handed  a  to  him.  When  he  opene.l 
It,   It   was  empty.  ' 

"•^'••"  '  *>aid  in  fei^'ned  surprise.  "Sidi  Okbi 
cI'K-snotl,ket<,s,.,.  a  ^M>od.\rabsmok,." 

Ah  saw-  the  joke.  ,>f  .ourse.  and  was  ereatly 
•I-l'^'l.ted.  H.s  sharp  eyes  soon  .saw  throuj  Ith  • 
m^han.sm  of  the  truk,  and  I   .as  comnuss^i^'d  t  , 

Att,r  the  kous-kous  we  had  delirious  de.;s..rt.      \ 

o  (   kb  '"*■  ".    'T"''"T'''''"''   '■*    '^'""'-   "f   •'"■   clat.-s 

t  V,     :  ''"\'  ''  '""""^^"  ''"f^"'^'  "^  ^''">I.-d  walnuts. 

't  was  a  (  ulmmat.on   to  a  .Meal   (It   for  a  kinr     -,nd 

-  .-n   w..    had    finished    we   gratefully   j.in.d^n  ' 

"uanable  custom  to  take.  ^   "  ''"""" 

Our  friends   now    smoked,   and   there  settled  oy.r 
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for  a  Iohl:  tunc  in  ilif  sunshini-,  'indcr  tlic  fleckint: 
sliadows  nf  ilu-  uc.ldcn  leaves  of  tli<'  vines  and  tii;- 
trees.  smiling  v. illi  happiness. 

The  appearance  ot  colTec  woke  Ali  to  a  considera- 
tion of  practical  affairs,  and  he  su^.^ested  that  afte: 
a  short  walk  tiirou.uh  the  village  we  oil^ht  to  ^o  to 
the  ililii:cncc  to  secure  (,ur  seats,  for  he  knew  that  a 
j^ood  number  of  Arabs  were  intendini:  to  travel  to 
liiskra  bv  it  that  afternoon. 

At  the  i^ate  of  tile  i,'ardi-n  we  said  pood-bye,  with 
most  cordial  lli.-;nks,  to  our  host,  whose  kindliness 
and  hospitalitv.  dispensed  with  such  hiph  courtesy, 
had  piven   us  j^^reatest  pleasure. 

He  sluMik  hands  with  us  in  the  Arab  way,  raising,' 
his  own  hanti  to  his  lips  after  n-leasint:  ours.  It 
was  in  this  way  that  I  noticed  an  acfate  rini:  he  was 
wearing:,  bearinc:  an  insciiption  in  Arabic.  It  bore, 
he  told  me,  a  quotation  l.om  the  seven  wonderful 
verses  of  the  Koran,  which  contain  a  marvellous 
description  of  .\llah.  His  majesty  and  Tlis  provi- 
dence.  whicli.  throu;;h  -Mi.  he  (jiioted  in  us  with 
(juiet   dipnitv  : 

"  (\ih\  !  there  is  no  Coci  l)uf  He;  the  Living,  the  Ktcrn.il ; 

"  Nor  slumber  scizcth  Him  nor  sleep;  t<>  Him  belnnc,'tth 
whatsoever  is  in  Heaven.  :ni(i  on  Harth  !  Who  is 
he  that  r:m  intercede  with  Him  but  hy  His  f;ood 
pleasure? 

'•||e  knowelh  wh.it  I'.ith  been  before  them  and  what 
shall  come  after  them;  and  naui;ht  of  His  kno\vlods;c 
shall    thev  <-omr'""'^'"nd,    save    what    He    uillrth. 

"ills  'i'hrone  is  exi'iided  over  lh(  He,i\ens  .ind  the 
{•".arlli.  .mi)  the  preservation  of  ImjiIi  is  no  burden 
to    Him:   anil    He   is   the    Hi!;h,    the    Nbi,'ht\."" 
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These    vcrs.'s,    he   said,    were  ottcn    Wi.rn    (in    many 
forms)  by   .Moslems. 

It  is  rHatcd  tliat  .Moliammct's  son-in-hiu,  \li 
Ji«-ard  the  I>n.ph,-t  say  in  .he  pulpit  that  the  person 
v^ho  n-peated  this  ver.M-  ,alled  the  Throne  -after 
rvery  prayer  is  only  i)revented  from  entering'  Para- 
;..s.-hv  ,e.  Whoever  says  ,t  when  he  Koes  to  h.s 
^x;  i; '  .-'mher,    God   u,Il   keep  him    m   safety,   together 

^vlth   lus  hotKse  ar,d  the  hons.-  <.f  his  neiuhb<u.r 

When  uo  reached  the  dUi^cnce  ue  found  our 
i  s t  and  h.s  youn,^  fr.end  th^.e.  to  see  us  <-omfort. 
^bl>  M-ated,  and  again  wish  us  g.K,d-bve.  The 
x^h.rle  was  apparently  already  ftdl  of  white-rob,-d 
Arabs,  but  after  murh  discussion  (the  explosive 
na  ure  of  the  language  always  n.akes  Iven  the  m": 
or  imarv  argument  s<n,nd  like  a  y.olent  q,;arre|)  my 
">  .•  was  seated  next  to  the  driver.  I  was  scmeexed 
.n  between  the  Arabs  on  one  of  the  .ns.de  sea  s  and 
Ah  sat  on  the  floor. 

Th,.  return  journey  was  only  memorable  for  the 
';;?■  -'"^  ^'';-  '-»-"-s  of  the  w.nd.     The  an.  .b.l  ,y 
u    the     murderous  thieves  "  „f  Arabs,  and  their  ch    d 
l.l<e  cur.os.ty  about  my  camera,  .ny  ring.,  nn  w-u  |7 
my   fountain   P<'n--.all  ,.f  which,   u.  the,     dehgltf 
entrusted   to  them   without  any   hesitation     u  ''     no 
^-I'rpr.se   to   me.      How   could   one    be   ,fr-H,l      f 
wlf.    at  the  hour  of  the  hrst  e:en!ng"p^r^.;^^;;:;; 
-;inyer  stopped  and  himself  ahgnt.^,.^;,-;:;^ 
•  P>   thn.ugh    the.r   devofons,    w.th   a   f.ry.,ur  Vn 
•■"t.re  absence  of  self-consciousness  of  which    n  ou 
own  worship  we  know  little'^ 

Armed  safely  at   Hiskra.   we  made  our  adieux   to 
Ah.^u.,h  many  express..,.  <.f  thanks  f..r  all  his  good 
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Auaiting  us  uas  the  gentle  Taib.  uho  courteous!. 
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listened  to  all  our  enthusiastic  descriptions  of  our 
excursion,  but  added  no  uord  of  agreement  or 
approval. 

On  Ix'int'  pressed,  he  told  us  liiat  he  did  not 
think  it  suitable  for  an  luitilish  lady  and  gentleman 
to  travel  in  tin-  diligence. 

Win  the  gist  of  rail)"s  grievance  rrally  was  that, 
in  going  with  Ali.  we  had  il.privcd  a  guide  of  a 
day's  occupation. 

J'rom  which  suggesocm  we  took  the  hint,  both 
for  Ali's  sake  and  'laib's,  always  in  the  future  to 
engage  a  guide  \\\u-n  there  was  any  (jtn-stion  Miat 
Ali  might  gratuitously  h<-  serving  us  in  this  capacity. 
We  felt  that  wt-  must  not  subjed  our  friends  to  the 
enmity  of  anvone.  for  the  ac(  ounts  we  heard  of  Arab 
rage  when  once  roused  -and  it  Hares  sometimes  in  an 
instant — bv   a  supposed   grievance   were   alarming. 

The  objection  to  the  dilii^cncf  for  people  of  our 
description  was,  too.  perfectly  ecnuiiK-.  We  never 
afterwards  mentioned  the  word  t(»  Taib  witliout 
exciting  signs  of  his  disapproval,  and  we  heard  that 
in  his  quiet  wav  he  held  us  u\i  in  this  matter  to  other 
"patrons"  as  an  awful   warning. 


CHAPTER    VI 

ABOUT     MORTALITY     AND     IM  VIORTALITV     IN     THE 
MOHAMMEDAN    FAITH 

An  Arab  hinera!  always  excites  great  curiosity  in 
the  minds  of  xisitors;  and  on  no  subject  is  the 
Moslem  so  reiicent  as  on  things  belonging  to  death, 
tile  grave,  and  his  beliefs  about  a  future  life. 

I  he  first  surprise  to  a  luiropean  in  meeting  a 
funeral  is  to  see  the  whole  cortege  running  to  the 
cemetery.  Why  is  this?  he  asks.  Why  is  tlie  lx)dy 
buried  without  a  coffin?  Why  do  Arab  men,  who 
happen  to  meet  tlie  funeral  in  a  casual  wav  (even  our 
guides  would  do  this),  show  sucii  anxiety  to  be 
allowed  to  l)elp  in  carrying  the  bier? 

[t  is  to  answer  these,  and  a  hundred  other  ques- 
tions, that  I  am  writing  this  chapter,  whicli  is  the 
outcome  of  research  .-..;  well  as  inquiry-  the  latter 
from  our  g(Kjd  friends  in  Algeria,  and  the  former 
from  b(M>ks  written  by  .Moslem  as  veil  as  English 
and  French  authors. 

The  Arab  people  are  in  pitiful  state  when  sick- 
ness overtakes  them,  for,  without  doctor  or  nurse, 
there  seems  little  for  them  to  do  but  to  steal  away, 
as  animals  do,  and  quietly  die.  Like  little  children, 
it  they  are  out  of  health  they  sink  into  a  gentle 
acijuiescence,  refusing  food  and  desiring  to  be  left 
alone. 

Often  during  our  winter  in  Biskra  we  came  across 
a  melancholv  fitiure  liuddU-d  \>u  in  .-sn  out-:  .L»}'f>-uf!" 
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roriUT  of  tin-  gardens,  which  tunu-tl  out  to  be  one  of 
our  younjj;  fnciuls  his  animation  and  .t,'ay  tt-mpcr 
all  gone  -  wlio  answered  our  inciuiries  in  a  whisper, 
without  sit^n  of  inten-st  or  liop*-. 

The  Araf)  bov  who  fluted  and  sani,'  so  merrily  to 
us  on  tlie  wav  to  Sidi  Okba  was  one  of  these  rases, 
the  m(  •  pitiful  to  us  because  \\«-  lould  not  under- 
stand e\cn  the  few  words  he  could  muster  up  spirit 
enough  to  speak  to  us. 

To  feel  the  pulse,  look  at  the  tongue,  administer 
(|uinine  or  some  otiier  simple  remedv,  and.  if 
possible,  make  such  arr;tp.iL:ements  as  w<  uUl  secure 
shelter  and  rest,  that  was  all  it  was  in  one's  power 
to  do. 

'Ih.ere  are  am  ii'nt  medicine-men  amongst  the 
Arabs,  but  thev  are  mut  h  like  the  u  lit  li-doctorM  of 
old. 

If  the  case  was  one  of  accident,  or  became  serious 
in  .any  way.  it  was  cjpen  to  us  to  ask  th'-  lu'lp  of  the 
White  Sisters,  who  h.'ive  a  small  I'rench  hospital, 
.md  are  very  kind  to  the  Arabs,  \\hen  they  are 
Willing;  to  submit-  which  is  seldom  to  their 
ministrations. 

The  usupI  native  remedv  for  wounds  is  butter 
mixed  with  henna,  the  peel  of  .an  onion,  .and  siime 
resin.  If  one  of  the  old  medicine-men  is  en'ployed, 
the  fee  is  payable  in  advance,  but  payment  for  the 
medicines  is  only  made  if  the  patient  recovers;  if  he 
ilies  the  "doctor"  cannot  recover  the  price  of  the 
compc   nids. 

It  was  rarely,  lunvevr,  that  we  heard  of  the  ill- 
ness of  the  natixt's,  so  f.ttally  quiet  and  submissive 
to  the  will  of  Allah  are  th.ey  under  affliction. 

iH)r  some  diseases  they  have  great  belief  in  the 
hot    mineral    springs    which    abound    in    Africa,    the 
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Ilanimani-e.s-Sal;ilim  or  Iml  .sulphur  .sprmt;^  ru-ar 
Hiskra- <allcd  by  iIr-  I-'r<ri(  Ii.  Fmitiiine  I'huuJi,  \n\n^ 
ltx)ked  upon  as  a  (  urt-  for  almost  t've-ry  dist-ast- 
\\hi(!i  is  not  ot  su(  li  a  naturt-  as  to  iiiaki-  ihv  thrt-t'- 
inilc  jouriit  y  in  tin-  rattling  (jiif-liorsc  tranuar  iin- 
pussible. 

In  soint-  casfs  faith  is  put  in  a  pil^rimaf^'r  to  a 
famous  tomb;  and,  of  coursr,  thcv  almost  all  have 
a  dfcp  bt'iiti  in  tin-  pott  iicy  of  the  (harms  made  up 
by  a  tavouritf  marabout. 

Hk-fdini,'  i  vt*rv  common,  and  tiic  woitit-n  are 
arfjuainted  w  i  tlu-  use  of  a  few  simples,  and  use 
herbs  lor  the  cleansing  of  wounds.  As  a  tlressing, 
they  sometimes  use  aromatic  lierbs,  pounded  and 
spriukieii  with  salt  or  pep[)er;  <Kcasit)nally  this  mav 
iiasti-n  a  cure,  but  1  should  imagine  th.it  s^^mietimes 
it  might  cause  such  irritation  as  would  efTectuaiiy 
prevent  healing,  and  i'  ight  [)robal)ly  ha.-tfn  dissolu- 
tion. 

In  fevers  and  other  severe  cases  the  onkjokers  are 
so  petrified  with  their  own  iielplessness  that  thev  do 
nothing  beyond  tying  a  piece  of  parchment  round 
the  patient's  neck,  on  which  verses  from  the  Koran 
are  written  ;  giving  no  medicine  whatever.  Death,  tA 
course,  is  very  frecjut  ntly  the  result  of  neglect. 

Amputation  is  resorted  to  very  rareh-  indeed. 
'I  here  was  one  fxtor  man  in  Biskra  who  liad  lost  a 
leg,  but  I  found  that  he  was  a  soldier  at  the  time 
it  was  cut  otf.  and  his  protests  were  ignored  by  tlie 
army  d«M-tors.  He  was  now  regarded  by  the  Arabs 
with  something  of  aversion.  'Ihey  prefer  death,  on 
religious  grounds,  to  the  chance  of  recovery  with  a 
limb  gone.  In  denying  thi>,  Lieut.-Colonel  Villot 
is  wrtjng. 

"TIh-  body  tiiat   ue  hold  from  .\llali,"  tliey  say, 


I20 


THE    DFSFRT    GATFWA> 


"dofs  not  l).-i(,nt:  to  us  any  nion-  tliaii  the  life  uith 
wliich  He  has  animated  us,  and  we  ()iii:lu  not  tf)  dis- 
pose of  onf  or  tlu-  otlicr.  It  is  a  sacrde^N'  ,,n  whieli 
our  days  should  not  dcprnd.  for  they  art-  counted 
beforehand,  and  Allah  has  ^'iven  to  man  neither  the 
n.qht  to  abridge  nor  tlie  power  tr)  ini  rease  their 
number." 

l-rom  uliich  it  uili  he  seen  that  ^uiiide,  too.  is 
contrary  to  their  hehet  indeed,  it  is  expressly  for- 
l)idd<-n  Ml  the  Koran."  It  is  sinful,  even,  to  wish 
for  de.'itii. 

As  tor  (leatli,  when  it  tnm<s,  "What  does  death 
matter?  What  is  written  is  written.  If  I  must  die 
of  a  wounded  hml),  1  will  keep  it  and  die  as  Allah 
made  me  !  " 

A  pestdence  is  rej,'arded  as  a  punishment  sent 
from  Allah;  and,  from  the  monuments  in  the  I'rench 
(emetery  at  Biskra  commemoratint,'  tiie  deaths  of 
soldiers  wlu)  had  died  in  two  visitations  of  plapue, 
one  would  suppo.se  this  desert  town  had  been 
especially  deserving  of  chatisement. 

A  pestilence— said  Mohammet— is  also  an  occa- 
sion of  martyrdom,  for  the  Mosl(>m  who  abides  in 
the  place  where  it  is,  and  dies  of  it.  enjovs  the  special 
reward  reserved  in  Paradise  for  all  martyrs.  The 
.Moslem  may  not  enter  a  place  stricken '  with  the 
plague,  but  he  must  not  flee  out  oi  a  place  herau.se 
of  it. 

'llie  souls  of  martyrs,  .says  one  of  the  "  [Withers  " 
of  Islam,  dwell  in  the  crops  of  ^reen  birds,  which 
liave  liberty  to  fly  wherever  th(>v  please  in  I^aradise 
and  to  feed  on  all  the  delicious  fruits  to  be  found 
there. 

To    visit    the    sick    is    a    religious    tluty,    for    tiie 

*   Sura    iv,    n. 
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I'roplift  said,  "When  a  Moslem  visits  a  sick 
liriiihtT,  he  ^attit-rs  tlic  fruits  of  Paradise  from  the 
tinif  hi-  leaves  home   until   lie   returns." 

If  a  man  is  thought  to  be  dvint,',  he  makes  his 
uiil  and  appoints  his  executor.  When  the  end  is 
near,  any  learned  reader  of  the  l\oran  is  sent  for 
t(^  repeat,  in  a  distinct  voice,  the  thirty-sixth  Sura, 
\vhi(  li  was  re^arde(i  hv  the  Prophet  as  the  heart  of 
the  |\oran.  The  reading,'  of  it  to  a  dyinc^  person  is 
thought  to  t^ive  to  his  spirit  a  j)eaceful  concentration 
on  holy  thinp^s.  Such  music  as  the  readinj:^  of  this 
(  hapter  makes  is  said  to  resemble  that  uhich  .Mlah 
(  reated  for  tiie  delight  of  the  spirit  which  he  com- 
manded to  enter  the  body  of  Adam,  and  so  it  has 
I>ower  to  trancjuillise  the  soul.  The  short  Moslem 
Confession  of  I'aith  is  also  recited  by  those  pres«'nt, 
and,  if  possible,  by  the  sick  person.  If,  however, 
a  tlyinpf  man  has  not  strenj::th  to  repeat  his  creed,  he 
may  hold  up  the  forefinger  of  the  rit:ht  hand,  or  it 
may  be  held  up  for  him,  while  the  confession  is  said. 

There  is  a  beautiful  passage  oi  consolation  and 
comfort  which  is  sometimes  read  to  the  sick  and  the 
dying  by  friends  other  than  the  professional  reciters, 
as  it  is  not  prescribed.     It  gives  praise  to 

"  thr   Lord  of  Worlds, 
Who  hath  >  iiated  and  .miidtd  me. 
Who  givt  th    nie   food   and   drink ; 
And  when  I  am  sirk  He;  hcalt  th  mc. 

And  who  will  c  au^e  mo  to  die  and  again  quicken  me, 
And   wlio,    I   h(ipe,   will   lorgi\L'  me  my   sins  in  the  Day 

ol   Judgment 
Nfy  Lord  !  bestow  on  me  wisdom  and  join  me  to  the  just, 
And  give  me  a  good  name  among  posterity, 
And  make  mc  om-  ot   the  heirs  of  the  garden  of  delight ; 
And   forgive  tnv   lather,   for   he  was  one  o(    the  f-rrintr  • 
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Aiid  jiiit  nil    not  to  ^li.irnc  on  the  d.iy  wlnn  mankind  sliall 

Ik-  r.iiM'd   iij), 
llii    (l.iy   uhiii  II.  ithcr   utalth  nur  cliildrcn  shall  avail, 
Save  Id  him  uh..  ^tiall  romt-  to  (jo(J   with  a  sound  heart, 
\\  hen    I'aradisc   shall   he   bri)ui,'lu   near   the   pious."* 


I  lure  is  ,1  fully  prcs.  rihcd  (crtnionv  of  washing 
tlir  (I.  ad.  1 1  iJK  (ii  rcasctl,  op  a  pious  frii-nd,  lias 
made  llic  pi!uriniai;r  i.>  M.iia,  and  lias  l)rouglit  hark 
uatrr  troiii  tlic  holy  util  of  Zain-Zain  ttit-rf  tin- 
identical  spring  fr<.m  which  ^aJ,^'l^  and  [slimael 
drank  in  liic  uildtTiitss  this  should  he  nsed.  and  the 
t:ra\c-<  iotlii-s  should  als,»  he  washed  in  it. 

Some  pilj^^rinis  to  Mecca  make  n  trade  of  the  sale 
of  linen  for  this  purpose  which  has  been  washed  at 
liie  well  in  Meiia,  and  will  secure  peace  of  soul  after 
death,  li  (an  ahvays,  he  punliase.I  m  the  holv  tity. 
Possibly  at  the  hour  of  death  the  deceased  has 
sw.iilowed  a  few  drops  <.f  this  water,  which  has  a 
brackish  taste,  and  this  would  j.:ive  him  power  t(j  resist 
the  Devil,  who,  at  the  moment  when  a  dying  man  is 
|)arched  with  thirst,  stands  by  and  offers  a  bowl  of 
pure  and  sparklin>:  water,  the  price  of  the  departing 
soul.  .\  subtle  teiiij)tatioii,  indeed,  in  the  scorching 
desert  ! 

i  he  burial  cl.ithes  are  like  those  wurn  in  life,  but 
they  must  be  of  white  only,  .and  new.  Often,  in 
1^011114  rouiul  the  market,  small  boys  would  point  us 
to  vnie  ol  i!ic  sewing-men,  who  w;is  busily  engaged 
on  clothes  tor  ;i  departed  .\rab;  the  funeral  taking 
place  within  twcnty-hnir  hours  of  death. 

A  colour«'d  cloth  may  be  spreatl  over  the  bier-  in 
Hiskra  tiie  (me  generally  used  w;is  bright  red  and 
green. 

*   Sur.i   wvi,   77-<><). 
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No  lolVin  is  iis<-(l,  ;uul  tlic  >.ii  ipli-  iiiiturc  i.f  t!  • 
Itirr  can  he  snii  in  iiu  plii  il<  ii,'i..[>Ii .  On  llif  iiu.rniiij,' 
«.t  burial,  noticf  is  sent  to  ill'-  i.icn  at  tin-  crmfli  ry, 
anii  tlifv  inaUf  a  roiit;!!  bt-cinnin^'  of  the  >,'ra\'-. 
wliuli.  however,  •.-.  not  ( iniipleted  until  the  arrival 
of  tile  cortt^pe. 

It  i>  ( onsulered  a  verv  meritorious  act  to  carrv  tlie 
l)ier.  and  men  will  hei,'  of  the  beart-rs  to  be  allow-d 
lo  take  their  pK'u  e  for  a  short  time.  Anion^'st  some 
Miislems  tiien-  is  a  trathtit>n  that  no  one  should  ure- 
<  eije  a  ( <»r[)se,  as  it  is  the  (dVice  of  arj^^-ls  to  ^,'o  In  're. 
r>ut  this  is  not  reco^'nised  at  Biskra.  'I'he  bearers 
run  to  the  ^'rave,  for  the  Prophet  said  in  the  'iradi- 
lions  that  this  i>  ris,'ht,  enabling'  the  ixid  person 
to  arrive  soon  at  hap[)iness;  if  the  decea'-'-d  is  a  bad 
man,  it  is  well  to  [)ut  wickedness  auay  from  t)ne's 
shoulders  as  (juicklv  as  possible. 

The  funeral  profession  should  a'ways  be  on  foot, 
for  .Mohammet  reproved  certain  nun  who  went  on 
horseback  :  "Have  you  no  shame,  since  Cod's  angels 
go  on  foot  and  vou  go  upon  the  backs  of  quad- 
rupeds?" 

To  attend  a  funeral  is  regarded  as  a  righteous 
deed,  and  the  Arabs  pav  great  respect  to  the 
obse(|uies  not  onlv  of  their  own  race,  but  of 
(."hristians  and  jews. 

( )n  the  way  to  the  cemetery  the  men  chant  from 
the  Koran.  The  sound  of  this  mournful  singing 
when  it  came  upon  us  suddenly  one  day  from  one  of 
the  narrow  lanes  k'ading  from  \'ieux  Biskra  into  the 
main  rijad,  by  the  side  »>f  which  is  tiie  cemetery,  was 
startlingly  weird. 

"It  is  a  funeral,"  said  Taib,  when  we  first  caught 
the  sound;  and,  while  I  (juicklv  adjusted  my  camera, 
the   .sensitive   lad   turned   awav,    his   hands  over   h.s 
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cars,  so  ili.it  lir  miL:lit  not  .s»'f  the  sad  prfHrsMuti  i»r 
In  ar  the  moui  iitiil  <  iiaiil . 

Arrivfil  at  ilw  t  cim-lcrv,  tin-  f)i('r,  with  its  hurdtn, 
IS  pla(tcl  <m  ilic  L:ri>Lin(l  some  distanir  frtmi  \slu-n* 
ilif  ^ra\>'  lias  hctii  partly  diii:;  .ind  bv  it,  uitli  his 
f;t(  f  turned  away  trippi  tiic  jjravr,  sits  tlit-  ( liirf 
nK>iirn<T.  dtprcss«'d  and  motionless. 

I'itilii!  iiideeil  was  the  limire  of  a  father,  as  he 
sat  thus  by  the  bodv  ol  ins  little  son,  wiien  we  passed 
the  ( fineterv    one  d.iv. 

Some  of  the  friends  will  t:o  to  the  tfrave  and  help 
ti>  complete  it;  others  will  form  a  j,'roup  bv  th*-  sid.' 
of  the  small  moscpie  (or  koiiba),  and  will  rapidly 
t  hant  the  Koran. 

If  the  family  of  the  deceased  is  rich,  special 
relit,Mous  men  will  be  eni,'a^'ed,  and.  bv  bei^Mnnint,' 
the  chanting  of  the  Koran  at  live  dilTerent  i)laces  at 
the  same  time,  the  wliole  book  will  be  j^ot  throiijj[h, 
'I'here  is  preat  comfort  to  the  bereaved  in  this  service. 
In  what  (oiintry  is  not  the  jjosscssion  of  ;im|)le  means 
some  sort  of  alleviation  on  such  occasions? 

()\fr  on  the  other  side  of  the  (emeterv  a  very  sad 
proup  of  mourners,  who  li.ave  come  sep.iratelv,  will 
sit,  dinsistini,'  of  the  women  of  the  familv,  who  weep 
and  wail,  s<imetimes  in  a  heartrending-  wav  as  did 
the  mother  of  this  little  boy  under  their  veils;  the 
while  the  little  children,  all  unconscious  of  the  mean- 
in^  of  the  tras:ic  commotion,  run  in  and  out  in  play, 
the  most  venturesome  sometimes  ,t;oini,'  over  to  the 
grave  to  see  how  the  work  is  jirogressing. 

The  grave  is  dug  at  hrst  of  double  width,  but 
when  it  is  a  ct  rtain  depth  (1  think  abo-jt  two  feet) 
the  remaining  part,  being  the  narrow  grave  itself,  is 
made  the  size  only  of  an  ortiinary  grave.  There  is 
thus  a   wide  step   down    into  the  grave,   and   as  the 
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body  must  hv  laiti  in  a  hollow  spacr,  iinhaked  bricks 
arc  platfd  across  the  narrow  >,'rav«'  from  tliis  step, 
and  tlirn  covered  witli  palm  braiK  hes.  The  narrow- 
part  of  tin-  j^'ravc  miisi  l)c  Aui^  on  the  M('<ca  side  of 
the  o[)cnin>,',  and  must  he  of  suHicicnt  dcplli  for  a 
person  to  sit  uprif,'ht   in   it. 

The  primitive  nature  of  all  the  arrangements  is 
siiown  by  the  fact  tliat  more  tlian  once  I  saw  a 
}M'rs(m  who  was  helping  to  (he  a  j,'rave,  l)«'inj^ 
uncertain  of  tlie  exact  proportions,  run  over  to  the 
body,  unwind  one  end  of  his  turban,  and  take 
measurements  with  it,  not,  of  course,  comjiletelv 
barinj;  his  Itead. 

Afti"-  the  ( hantinj,%  the  p«'ople  seat  tliem.selves  on 
the  ^'round  and  raise  their  hands  in  silent  prayer  on 
f)elialf  (if  llie  soul  of  the  deceased.  Tlien  a  friend, 
addressinj^j  the  chief  mourner — who  has  come  up  to 
the  Rroup  from  his  lonely  vij,'il- -says,  "It  is  the  will 
of  Allah  !  "  to  which  he  replies,  "I  am  well  pleased 
with  the  will  of  Allah  I  "  I'ermission  is  then  ^iven 
by  him  to  the  friends  to  retire  :  "There  is  permission 
to  depart  !  " 

The  procession  now  ^(M's  with  the  body  to  the 
prave.  if  the  signal  (sometimes  a  call)  has  been  given 
that  it  is  ready.  Three  or  four  men  stand  down  on 
the  step  and  take  the  body,  which  they  place  in  the 
grave  with  their  iirinds.  the  head  to  tiie  north,  and 
on  its  side  so  that  the  face  is  turned  towards  Mecca, 
the  right  palm  beneath  the  right  cheek.  All  the 
Iiands  of  the  clothes  are  Ujosed,  to  make  freedom  of 
movement  possii)le.  .At  this  point  an  angel,  it  is 
believed,  gives  the  deceased  notid  of  the  coming  of 
the  two  examiners. 

After  the  burial  the  people  recite  the  first  Sura 
of  the  Koran  in  the  name  (jl  the  deceased  : 
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"  Praise  be  to  <i()(l.  the  Lord  of  all  (  rcatiircs  ! 
The  mt>st  mcixiful,  the  Kini;  of  the  Day  of  Judf^mmt  ! 
Tlui     only   do    v,e   worship,    and    to  'line   <]o    \\.e   cry 

for  help  ! 
("luifle  Thou   us  in   the   right   way, 
In  the  way  of  those  to  whom  1  liou  hast  been  grarious, 
The   way  ot    those  with  whom   Thou   art  not   anpry, 
and  who  go  not  astray." 


When  tliev  have  uoiic  ff)rty  pares  from  the  prave 
they  repeat  the  Sura,  fnr  at  ttiis  inonu-nt  thev  believe 
two  ani;f!s  of  a  ieiTi!)le  ai)pearaiice,  nanied  MtJiiker 
nnci  Nakir,  come  to  examine  the  dejiarted  as  to  his 
faitii  and  life,  for  which  [lurpoM'  the  det  eased  ((mi(S 
to  life  attain,  and  is  commanded  to  sit  up  in  the 
hollow  spaie  provitied. 

If  the  answers  are  satisfactory,  the  body  is  sjiTered 
to  rest  in  conif<trl  and  Jieace,  tor  the  ^r.tvf  will 
magically  expand  in  length  aiul  i)readth,  and  a  light 
will  bf  given  for  the  grave,  and  as  they  de|)art  the 
angels  \mI1  say.   "Sleep!" 

If  wi(  ked  and  faithless,  the  .-ingels  will  beat  hini 
(on  the  temples  witli  iron  maces,  it  is  ihought  by 
some)  till  he  roars  out  so  loudly  tliat  every  living 
thing  except  men  .'ind  genii  can  hear  him  from 
east  to  west. 

Tile  angels  then  press  the  .arfh  on  the  tdrpse, 
and  it  is  believed  (in  a  figurative  sense,  say  many, 
ehiellv  of  file  cultured  class  to  which  our  friend  All 
belongs)  that  the  sins  become  live,  venomous  beasts, 
which  t  ;.ub!e  the  ileceased  until  the  Resurrection. 

|)uring  tins  lime  the  nionriiers  are  engaged  in 
(hsiributing  food  lo  tiie  poor,  as  a  propitiatory  offer- 
ing to  (ioil,  in  the  naiif  of  the  de( fased.  At  intervals 
the  nu-n  and  i.ids  go  to  the  tombs  of  marabouts  near 
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by  and  kncrl  in  silt*nt  prayer  with  ;  t  apparent  in- 
ti-n.Mty  ot  devotion  and  lervoiir.  !  .i.dered  it  they 
were  using  the  beautiful  prayer  w  t  Burton  heard 

u.sed  before  tlie  tomb  of  the   I'roplu     ; 

"  0  All.ili  !  ()  SaleijuaKl  of  the  Ic.irful.  aiui 
Defender  of  those  who  trust  in  Thee,  and  I'itirr  ot  the 
weak,  ot  the  poor  aiul  the  destitute!  Ac<ept  us,  O 
Hencticenl  !  An(t  partlon  us,  i)  Merciful  !  and  rcirive 
our  peniteni  e,  U  (."oinpassionate !  and  have  nu-rcy 
upon  us,  ()  l"'ori,'i\ cr  I  i-Or,  \<rily,  none  tiut  Thou 
( anst  remit  sin  I  (}{  a  truth,  none  hut  Thou  alone 
knowest  the  hidden,  and  \eiiest  man's  transgressions  ! 
\'eil  Hinu  our  olfeii'  e-,  and  pardon  our  sins,  and 
hroaden  our  hreasts. " 

( )n  the  third  day  it  is  usual  for  relatives  to  visit 
the  grave  and  to  recite  seleetions  front  the  |\<jran  ; 
when  there  is  wt-allh,  learned  men  are  again  engaged 
to  re<  ite  the  whole  l)(jok. 

Mourning  is  restriited  to  three  days,  during  which 
friends  and  relati\fs  must  visit  and  console  the 
berc-aved  family  and  offer  up  jirayers  for  the  dead. 
A  widow  must  mourn  for  four  months  and  ten  davs. 
It  Is  the  duty  of  mourners  to  abstain  from  perfumes, 
and  not  to  wear  ornaments;  the  garm»,'nts  thev  wear 
mtist   be  old  and  faded. 

\'ocal  lament.ition  antl  immoderate  weeping  for 
the  dead  are  forbidden  by  the  Prophet,  but  are  never- 
theless a  common  custom  amongst  all  Moslems.  I 
saw  a  group  of  wdnien  at  the  cemeterv  at  IJiskra  in  a 
very  paroxysm  of  huiii  weeping,  and  on  another  dav 
I  heard  distiiK  t  wailing. 

Mohammet  said,  "  \Vhate\c,  is  from  the  eyes 
(ti-arsi  and  whatever  is  from  the  herut  (sorrow)  are 
trom    Ciod ;   what   is   from   the   hands  and   t(  ngue   i.s 
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from  the  DcvjI.  Keep  yourselves  and  your  women 
from  wailiii),',  uhnli  is  tlw  nois«-  of  the  Dcxil." 

Tln'  rxaminati:in  in  tlu-  uravc  is  sut: jested  (tliougli 
nol  plainlv  ordficd)  in  ilic  Kor.in;  tlxTf  is  an  express 
warrant.  lir)\\e\rr,  for  il  in  a  iradiiKin  ot  Molianmiet, 
and  at  Hiski.i  it  is  lirnilv  li'ld.  Om-  sect  denies  it, 
I  It  all  Moslems  l)elie\c  tlial  tlir  iltad  undergo  s<ime 
nunishiniTit  in  llii-  rra\r,  v.  litllirr  tlicv  aie  hflievers 
or  inlidels. 

A  (  uriniis  point  a!)out  thr  i  \aniinim:  ani,'els  is 
that  tlicv  are  saiti  as  a  traliirc  of  llicir  rei)ulsive 
a|)pearan(e  to  liave  hliic  eve-.  I  couUl  not  under- 
stand this  uiilil  I  found  that  the  hatred  of  hhie  or 
crev  evrs  has  hren  trathlional  amongst  MosU-ms 
since  tile   Pioplift's  day. 

In  Sura  \\  oi  the  Koran  he  niako  Allali  say, 
"We  will  i;,atln'r  the  unkiil  toi^ctlicr  on  thai  day  (the 
Resurrection)  havnii;  urev  cy<->"*  tin-  idea  ol  the 
Word  transl.ited  ^rcy  htint,'  "Itad'-n."  or  ^rey  t(» 
L,'re\  isli-l)lue. 

Almost  everv  Aral)  has  l)rown  eves,  and  anv 
devi.ation  from  this  colour  is  p<iinted  out  as  remark- 
ahlf.  In  liiskra  we  nut  onl\'  one  Arab  with  blue 
eves,  a  fact  to  whu  h  Ah  .it  onc<'  (ailed  our  attention. 
This  devi.ation  from  the  national  ty[)e  appears  more 
often  amongst  the  K.ibvles. 

It  IS  st.iletl  that  this  h.atred  ar(»se  from  the  fact 
that  the  e.iilv  enemies  of  the  Ar.ibs,  tin  dreeks, 
u-uallv  had  blue  ev(  >.  f'"or  the  same  reason,  red  liair 
is  h.ateii.  (  )f  .1  person  the\  .abominate  the  Arabs  will 
s.av,  "lie  h;  s  .a  lil.irk  li\er.  bha-  eyes,  and  red 
whiskers."  It  is  curious  t|i;tt  with  us  t()  s.av  .i  m.in 
h;'     a   u'/n/c  liver  is  .i  term  ot   opprol>rium. 

*      111-    wkt]    in. IV    .i'.n    111' .111    "  <!ull  "    I  \' 
"  I'liiid  "  ul   .1  .•-udusion. 
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'Ihe  graveyards  are  nuicli  lU'^hTtt-d  ;  indct-d.  one 
of  the  Moslem  sects  tliink  it  meritorious  to  neglect 
their  graves,  helieving  it  to  he  in  aiTordance  with 
the  .sishes  of  the  l'roi)htt.  'Ihe  eret  tK^-i  of  tombs 
with  baked  brii  ks  or  uith  mortar  is  forbidden,  and 
also  the  [)la(ing  of  iiis(Tii)tioir  .  At  l>iskra  the  graves 
are  made  strictlv  aicordiiig  to  the  general  liehet  ol 
uhat  is  permitted  a  nioiind  of  mud,  like  a  eamel's 
Im  k.  with  unhiked  bru  ks  set  at  iht-  head. 

In  some  places  Algiers,  for  instance  inscrip- 
t'  ^n*>  on  headstones  are  put  up,  and  even  in  Bi'icra 
the  graves  of  marabouts  are  madr  of  plaster,  and, 
unlike  the  mounds,  are  kej^t  in  repair.  At  one  end 
of  them  a  hollowed  cone  is  made,  anii  in  this,  on 
[•'ridavs,  candles  are  lighted  and  in(»-nsc  burned. 

( )u  some  of  the  graves  there  are  sadlv  too  inanv 
(  f  these  tuo  bri(  ks  are  placed  on  end.  leaning 
tog'-ther,  in(hcaliiig  that  a  woman  lias  dieii  in  i  hild- 
birlli.  F'o<ir  women!  In  this  land  of  neglect  and 
sutTering  their  natural  burd'-ns  are  more  than 
dMiiblcd.  It  was  evifii-ni  e  of  a  kind  heart  in  the 
rrophrt,  I  think',  that  he  proiniseii  lo  everv  woman 
d\  ing  in  this  \\a\'  those  special  rewards  ot  a  martvr 
to  which  I  ha\e  previ-'U^Iv  referred,  so  that  it  has 
become  a  glorious  death,  antl  is  even  envied. 

.\n  .Arab  cherislifs  the  idea  of  being  buried  in 
tile  same  place  as  his  fathers.  Hn  the  t"i<-ld  of  liattle 
Arab  soldier-,  have  been  seen  to  expose  them=;el\es 
u<  a  murderous  tire  in  order  to  bnnt;  .iwav  their  dead 
for  burial. 

Manv  and  curious  ire  the  beliefs  of  Klani  about 
immorlalitv  .  There  is  a  "-tate  brtwen  death  and 
the  Resurrection  into  whi(!i  pi<n  i-nter  when  their 
'"tils  ha\e  bei-n  s»'narafe(i  from  their  bofiies  by 
.\zrael,  the  angel  of  \)iMh,  "ho  performs  this  ofTic 
J 


I.iO 


Tin;  dI':si;kt  gati:vva^ 


with    ^,'fiitlcins-.    to    tli<-    j,'o()il    atul    violiiuf    t<.    tlic 

\\  i(  kcci. 

Miirli  (liv,  ii'ssi,,!!  tins  taken  pl.'K  <■  aiii<>nL;st 
Moslems  as  !■•  the  re-^nrrectmii  ot  llie  luxlv,  snnie 
l)elievinL:  tliai  '.iil\  llie  spini  will  apjieai  uii  the  dn'al 
I)a\.  1  he  u^iial  opiiium  is  ihal  Imtli  hctiv  and  soul 
will  use.  The  Prophet  laiiL,'!)!  lli-i'.  \\hi'e  the  earth 
niav  ahsc'li  most  <.t  the  huh-,  there  i^  one  hone 
that  will  h<-  reserviil  the  (o((yx,  the  last  hone  of 
the  spinal  rolumn  on  whuh  the  whole  frame  will 
be  !el)iiilt.  l-;\en  faihni:  this,  however,  the  Koran 
teaches  clearlv  that  tli''  OmcI  who  niaJe  man  can  re- 
make him.  Ilowevtr.  m  .me  iraihiiwn  Mohaniniet  is 
said  I')  have  taULihl  that  this  hone  will  lemain  m  the 
eirih  as  seeil,  and  alter  a  t.  irlv  davs'  rain,  vhuh 
Allah  will  send,  all  Immaii  hi'dies  uiU  spring  fortli 
Irom  the  (dccx  \  like  pkini^. 

The  Dav  ot  Kesiirreelion  is  known  alone  to 
All.ih,  hut  there  are  various  mK'i^  vhich  must  be 
fullilled  before  the  time  is  ripe  h)r  the  tin.il  judi^ment, 
.ill  .it  whicli  ;ire  .■niimerateil.  They  .are  partiiularlv 
interesting  to  (hristi.tiis  ,md  Jews,  .is  tlii\  erho  much 
that  IS  siii^t;estcd  both  in  tin-  ( )ld  and  New  Te-t,i- 
ments  and  in  the    I  ahmid. 

There  will  be  ,in  appi-arance  ot  the  IJeast.  the 
coiniiii;:  ot  Antichrist,  ciTtam  wais,  eruptions,  odori- 
ferous winds.  .Mid  s, ,  on.  .\Ko  it  is  lirmlv  believed 
ttiat  |esiis  t'hrist  will  dt-^i  end  ai^^ain  to  the  e.artti, 
near  I  ).im.is(  u^.  lie  will  destroy  .Xiitiihrist,  .and 
under  Hiin  liiere  will  be  pe.ace  and  plentv  on  the 
eartti  ;  all  men  will  dwell  tocether  in  love  .md  unit  v. 
and  the  lion  will  indeed  he  down  with  ihe  lamb,  and 
a  little  child  sti.dl  liter.iilv  lead  them.  Xt  His  deatti. 
Jfsus  will  lie  buried  in  the  c^-ive  resiived  for  Him, 
(lose  lo  Mohamniet  and  his  triends  at   Medin.a. 
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'Hi.;  Rf.>,uritTti(>n  will  indudr  u«-iiii  as  u.-ll  ab 
men;  and  ah<»  animals.  1  hose  animals,  say  s.imt- 
wriit-rs,  v.  liicli  liav.-  snll-Tid  tr<.m  hnrnnl  hrutrs  will 
tak<-  M-ni:i'anrc  on  llirii  cnfiniis  until  saii-taction  is 
<,MVfn  to  tilt-  injured.  'I'lif  Creator  will  men  (.>m- 
niand  them  to  return  tn  dust,  at  the  siuht  of  wlutli 
uicked  men  will  exclaim.  "Would  to  All.ih  that  we 
niii,dit  hei  I  line  dii-.t,  alas  I 

I'or  the  ceiiii.  aiiiirdin^  to  ^-m  h'  ter..ts,  a  similar 
fate  is  reser\ed;  w  hile  others  claim  that  the  helie\'n>; 
^'enii  will  receue  a  hiv;lier  favour  than  heiu),'  turned 
into  dust,  a  place  near  to  I'.iradise  heini,'  assii;ned 
lo  them,  where  they  will  he  happy,  .ilthou^h  not 
adn)itted  to  heaven  itself.  It  !■-  ii'Mvers.dly  held  that 
the  wuked  and  unhelievini:  vT'""  ^^'"  ''•■  pti"'"hed 
m  heli.  Till'  Moslems  beli'-ve  that  <  eriam  animals 
a  doK  i-^  particularK  mr  itioiied  '  wii!  he  t.iken 
to  Paradise. 

■|"lie  firsi  direct  si^n  ot  the  Krsmre(tion  will  be 
the  blast  of  ;i  trumpet,  whnh  will  be  sounded  by 
Isralil.  three  times  -the  bl.ist  ,.{  constcrtuition.  of 
cxiinunatioii,  of  rr<:nrr('cti"n .  Terrible  indeed  will 
be  the  tirst  blast,  tor  all  tln'  earth  shall  be  troubled 
and  tremble  at  it,  .althoui:!!  Allah  will  exempt  somt; 
souls  from  the  terr<ir  of  that  day.  At  the  second 
blast  all  creatures  in  heaven  and  earth,  wlK)m  Allah 
do<'s  not  exempt,  shall  die,  nothinc:  surviviiif:  except 
till'  Creaior  ahine.  with  i'aradi'-e  aiul  H<-11.  .ind  their 
inhabitants.  ;iiul  the  Throne  of  (iL.rv.  i  he  An^'ei 
of  Death.  h.i\int,'  finished  his  work,  shall  bp  ihe  last 
to  die. 

After  an  interval  of  fortv  vear--  the  last  sound  f<i 
the  trumpet  shall  be  lu-ard.  Israfil  -hall  blow  it, 
and.  with  ("i.ibri"!  and  Michael,  rail  .all  men  to  judtr- 
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iiiciu.  W'liilf  m.inkiiKl  is  uaitiiii,'  for  jiKiciiK'tit,  the 
uhki'd  will  viiOrr  .iiin.illinL;  In-.it  from  tlir  nt-arncss 
«)t  till-  sun.  lull  til"'  c-Mid  will  statu!  in  tlif  sh.idc  of 
the  'IliKiiH'. 

At  Ifn^tli  r,i)(!  uil!  ,-ipi).;ir,  (..nunc:  in  thr  clouds, 
siirroundfd  li,  an<,"'ls,  fi,r  tin-  Jud^'ins-nt.  willi  the 
ProplKt  ris  IntiTi  .-.sor.  1  Ik-  (><H)ks  will  Itr  prc.durcd 
in  wliicli  flit'  i^u.irdi.in  nni:i-N  of  men  li;ivr  ii-cordcd 
tluMf  acticins;  and  t'n-  piopliris  uli..  Imvr  Ix-m  sent 
to  warn  and  adni.  iii- li  niaMkmd  will  be  a-l.;td  to  hear 
w  itnt'ss  aeainsi  iIk  .^r  u  Ik  >  l-.as  r  r<jfi  trd  tluM  nif^-snt:*', 
the  <  liii't  proph.-t-.  hrw.i:   Noah.    Aliraham,  and  jt'sus. 

1  ht'U  i-\f\v  pci'.on  will  ]•><■  I'xanunt'd  as  to  hi>  life, 
tlic  (hi'f  points  ot  in.jMirv  hnnt:  those  which  w»t»^ 
>tatcd  liv  Mohainnii-t  tiou  tli<'\-  -pent  their  tinif; 
hv  what  nii-ans  thc\-  a(  (jiiin'd  ihi'ir  wealth,  and  how 
thrv  spent  it:  <.f  tli-ir  hodi..^,  h(>\v  tlx'V  exerriscd 
them;  of  tlieir  takiit--,  oi  mtrilrct,  and  .  pportiiniiies 
f  f  stiidv.   wt;,it   U--I'  ihfv  madr  of  them. 

"Ciofi  will  fie  suift  in  rakmi:  an  nrcotini."  savs  the 
Kor.-m  manv  tinu--.,  .and  Mo-lnr.s  hrlir\.'  those  words 
to  indir.iie  that  this  j^art  ot  the  judcni<-m  uill  he 
(jiiK  klv  o\  ir. 

\  fiook  udl  he  deli\ered  to  e.ach  person,  m  \\liirli 
.all  the  ,i«  tiotis  of  his  life  h,i\e  h''''n  entered.  I  he 
ir,,i,d  will  t.ike  their  ht.ok  in  the  nirht  hand  with  tirent 
ple.-isur'-.  hut  the  had  will  h<'  ohh^ed  to  i  \tend  the 
left  li.and  to  take  the  hook,  v  hen  that  Iiand  \m11  hv 
hound  behind  tiieir  hacks,  the  richt  hand  hemi:  tied 
up  t'  >  their  ne(  ks. 

There  are  manv  <iirioiis  beliefs  about  t!ie  details 
of  the  ludcm.  nt.  especjallv  those  (o.ni  ■■mmt:  tlif  two 
roloss.al  seal  's  m  which  nun'--  .-iclions  ,ire  weic-hed. 

The  jndcment  ended,  the  ^ouN  who  h,'!".<'  deserved 
Paraiiise  will  l;o  to  the  riu'ht  hand,  and  those  who  are 
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(i<-,tllH-ll     f(.r     llrll     to     tllf     Irtt.  lint     .ill      must      l);iNS 

iiuoii,k;li  the  straiif^f  trial  ot  1  lossni),'  til  S\r,'tt.  tlic 
BridKt'.  '1  lie  l>rul.t;f  i  ru>M-.s  ox  it  tlic  pit  ..t  ilcii,  and 
IS  dfst  riln-d  as  ht-ing  tiiicr  than  a  hair  and  sharper 
than  the  t-tl^f  of  a  >u<.rd. 

One  s(  (  t  (it  Ishtiii  (ihi-  .\hitazaUtes).  vshoin  one 
rnicht  rail  tiif  "  New  1  heolo^'ists,"  rejeet  this  and 
(ither  articles  ot  taiili  uliicli  put  a  ^reat  strain  on  tlu-ir 
credulitv;  hut  tin-  Ar.ihs  at  liiskia  hrlic\<-  iinplicitiy 
111  llir  i)ridi,'«'.  as  I  proved  aj^ain  and  as,'ain  in  my 
(jiiestiuns,  saving  th.'it  their  l'r()|)het  had  told  thein  ot 
it,  and  he  never  lied. 

On  e.K  h  side  tile  l>ridi;t'  i->  beset  with  l,>ri;irs  und 
ho.)ked  tiiorns.  In  sinte  of  every  dillitulty  and  nb- 
starle,  the  good  will  pass  with  ea.se  over  it,  directed 
into  Paradise  bv  a  brij^ht  light.  In  darkness  (ior  the 
light  will  be  cxtingiiistifd)  the  wk  ked  will  striigt:le  m 
vam  to  ualk  along  this  ])eriloiis  way,  and  when  they 
have  toughf  with  its  dilFuulties  antl  tried  to  (ree  thein- 
.selves  fr(.m  its  entanglements  they  will  fall  headlong 
into  llell,  wliKJi  is  gaping  beueaih. 

'Iluise  who  lia\e  safely  passecl  the  Bridge  will, 
before  entering  I'.tradise,  refresh  themselves  bv  drink- 
ing .It  the  great  and  lieautifiil  lake  of  the  Prophet, 
wJiK  li  is  sui)plied  from  one  of  the  streams  of  Heaven. 
riie  water  is  pureness  itself  and  of  fragrant  odour 
(swteler  th.tn  nuisk).  and  round  it  are  set  as  many 
lup.s  as  there  are  stars  in  the  tirmaineiit.  Those  who 
driiik  ot  It  shall  iie\  er  thirst  again. 

'■)n  eiili  ring  I  le.iven  tiie  s.tints  will  .say:  "  We 
take  up  our  abode  at  the  «  ommand  and  through  the 
men  v  ot  .MI.ili  alone,  who  ruleth  .ill  things.  p;ibt  and 
future  and  present,  and  who  is  not  forgetful  of  the 
Works  of  I  lis  .servants." 

Much  has  been  written  about  the  materialistic  and 
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s.-iiMi.il  I'.ii.icliv  uhuh  MoliiiiniiKi  lia>  puiur.-d  in 
ihr  K..i,.n.  I  lirrc  is  iiulrotl  a  J,Mv,il  dral  I"  justify 
this,  rspi.  i.illv  il  t(.  all  that  \\u-  rrupli.-l  says  ahcnit 
It  111  llic  li.M.k  tlu-  parlRulars  j^'ivni  in  tiif  Traditions 
;,r<-  ,•.'  Ir.l.  Ill-'  inai,Miiti(fnii'  nf  its  furnishing,  as 
well  .IS  11^  hiMiMiiiis  .iinfiiitifs,  ait.'  smli  as  ai)p«'al  to 
tlir  \r,!l)  .111(1  oihrr  l-.asl.-in  rai  rs,  and  tiuist  always  be 
roni:.-ni;il  t.>  .in  imfnlichit-n.-d  and  <  .•irn.il  ^i-ncration. 
Tin-  triiilN  t;io\\n  tlitir  ;irc  hiscious  .itid  abundant; 
the  vciv  stoiiis  .lie  pt-arls  and  ja(inths;  tiic  ^r<.und 
is  ni.ulr  ot  liiK-si  ub.ai  llour,  sct-ntcd  witli  iniisk  or 
(;i->  1  illnTs  s.-iv )  s.iii  V'  n\ . 

1  litTc  .uc  Ciiru'ous  buildinus  ot  u<.ld  and  stl\rr, 
and  the  trunks  .,t  ilir  ii.cs  .in-  ..t  i;..ld,  the  bou^dis 
bfiidin^'  si.i.nl.inr..tisly  to  ilir  band  ot  tiiose  who 
would  ^'athtT  their  truits.  Any  triiil  dt-sired  is  ini- 
niL'diatrlv  prrsfiit.'d.  or.  it  Ib-sh  is  <  lios.Mi,  l)irds  ready 
dressed  will  !)<•  scr\i-(l  uitlioiit  ilel;i\  .  Streams  of 
water  will  Ib.w  on  every  hand:  as  well  .is  rivers  tlow- 
inu.  some  wiili  mills,  some  with  honey,  some  with 
wine. 

I.  iiini.'iiiis  aNo  .are  pr.  .misecl.  their  pebbles  of 
rubi.->  .and  eiiier.alds,  ilieir  beds  ,,f  imisk  ;  the  climax 
beiPt;  re.uiied  bv  a  description  of  certain  special 
^,'ardens  of  pleasure,  numberin^'  at  least  a  hundred, 
all  otferini:  dilTeient  dei:rees  of  felicity,  the  very 
me.iiiesi  ,,f  which  would  l)e  entirely  (jverw  helminth  in 
Its  delii^hts  had  not  M<.bammet  declared  that  in  order 
to  (lu.ilitv  the  blessed  for  their  full  indiilcence  and 
enjovment  All.ali  would  incre.ise  the  abilities  of  each 
soul  ;i  huiidredtitkl. 

A  i;rea!  deal  of  fun.  too,  h.as  lieen  inade  of  the 
houris  of  I'.ir.nhse.  the  beautiful  damsels  with  black 
eves,  uho  will  w.iit  upon  the  faithful  there.  Of 
purest   creai.    n,    these   fr.itrrant    and   lovely   creatures 
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I  ,1.^1.-    tliit    thcv    art-    M-i  lutl<'il    twiin 

art-    ul    Mil  h    ini)ilcsl>     'luii    i\n  y    •>'" 

, nihil.   ii-i/<-  in  pavilit.ns  ut  Ik.IIou  p.-  irU. 

li,.aut.!,.l  v..ut!iN  I.'".  ^^•^  •'""■•'^l  '"''"■  ^^^'"'^  ;'' 
,lu-  sain,..  And  tuo  an.^.-l^  uill  .n.-.l  .l.-m  at  t  u- 
..at.-ot  I'aradiM-.  I.rann-,'  U..-  I)n'M'ni>  m-.U  by  Allah; 
u,v  ..t  tlu-M-  anu'.-is  vMll  .  luth.-  thr.n  u.lh  t;arnuMUS 
,.1  I'arad.sr,  ami  th.-  mlur  uiH  put  a  noK  "H  th.->r 
f,im.T>.  h.-arinc  an  in-  nptiM,,  iH.nni.c  t..  tin-  hapj)!- 
ncss  ot  ilio-^f  111  1  If.i\tn. 

•ri„.s„^'-,->ti..nn!  ,  crrat  ci.-al  .  .Itl.i-^  vchipi  u- .i,s. 
n.-s.  ..  h.u,ulal..nr,n.li.-lnKliti..n..  anclahhnu^'h  it 
,n„.t  not  h,-MippnM..li)'.it  thr  ParadiM.ol  ihr  Iv.ran 
i^  .,„,.  .,t  spiritual  hapi.iiu-vs  tu  h.-mus  uh..  hav  out- 
^rn.un  v-n^ual  and  .aitlily  .■nj'.vin.-nis.  tli.-n-  ..re  suu- 
LM-stl..ilS  in  thr  H.i.'k  that  th.-  hi^^-h.-sl  j..v  ..t  Taiadisr. 
r.-sn-v.-d  h.r  th.-  pun-M  >.'ul>.  shall  hr  t-.  h.-  n.-art-t 
tin-   1  hroiK-  <it  ( I.  itl  : 

"On   that    da%    shall    la<t-s  beam    \^ith   linht 
I.Dokiii'^  tiMv.Tcls  ituir  l.ord."  " 

I  thinU  it  IS  n..l  daiinini:  i-"  uui.  h  t..  say  that 
M..hamnu-t  mav  have  (aui^hl  a  L;lnnp>t-  ..t  th.-  truth 
that  v.p, ritual  j.-v  lui^dit  rais.-  thos,-  uh..  had  attain.-d 
In  thf  hit:ht-st  statt-  tn.m  th.-  n.-.-d  ..t  inat.-rial  m- 
itul^'t-ncf.  'th.-M-  "uh.i  a|)i)r..a.h  n.  ,.r  unto  the 
divm.-  prt-s.-n.r"  shall  drink  uat.-r  ..nlv.  pur.-  and 
iinmi\.-d.  whil.-  oth.-rs,  ..n  a  l..\\.-r  plan.-,  drink  uin.-.-^ 
It  IS  rfs.-r\.-.l  t..r  ili..s,-  uh..s.-  liv.s  ha\.-  inaiU-  th.-m 
.-saiupU'S  .4  pi.ty  and  virtui-  to  "approadi  n.-ar  unt.. 
(;.)d"  : 

••'Ihiy   tliat  u.Tf  li.r.iiK.-t  on  carih     tlu-  loremost  still. 
These  ..re  they  uh..  shall  h<-  hrou^dit  ni^h  unti.  God, 
In  L;ar(ltns  ol  tit  lij^ht. "  ; 
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'I  lit-    )^Mi-  It     |)lllll^llllll■|lI     ^ll.ill     l)f     "ill     he    ^hul     out 

fr<jni  their  Lord  oil  tli.it  day."*  ( 'iic  of  tlir  joy.s  of 
I'aradiM-  sliaU  l)i-  lli.il  of  (nMtc;  "llirn-  >li.ill  be  n«' 
vain  diMoiiisr,  1)111  oiilv  tlir  s.iliitation,  "  Penie  ! 
I'eace!'"-*-  i.f  whuli  ("arl\le  >ai(l  "tlic  tliirif^  ;ul 
rational  souU  Iohl;  i"i.  and  M-tk  vainly  In n-  helow  as 
the  oiif  hlis^inc-  ' 

Not  oiilv  is  |)ta(  e  pioniis' (I  in  Paradise,  l)iit  'xt- 
fe(  t  amity  ,iiul  biotfierliood.  wlm  li  to  ihe  Aralis  mil 
he  a  threat  ^'itt,  for  tlie\  (  lierisli  f  i  leiulsliip  and  simple 
liahils  of  SOI  lata  lit  V  v<t\  drai  I\  . 

I  '  turn  one's  Ii.k  k  iip(  ,ii  a  pers«ni  i>  a  mark  of  eoii- 
IHnipt  and  indi^'nitv  cjuite  as  lont  Insive,  if  n  >t  as 
violent,  as  ti>  strike  a  i  in  on  the  head,  es[)e<aally 
with  a  slipper  ^r  a  pipe  sink.  To  strike  him  uitli  a 
whip  uotild  nil. Ill  tintliin),'  In  ruiiiparison.  in  I'ara- 
dise.  as  a  si^n  <>f  pert.it  smial  h.ippiness,  thev  shall 
sit  oil  com  hi^  t.'ice  t.)  I.e  r.  rile  ani,'fls'  ^reetniL;  as 
the\   enter  into  llie  liliss  of  he.iMii  will  he: 

'  I'inti  r   vl-   therein    ;m    pcai f,    sf«  ure 
And  all  r.m<  our  (4,'rii(li;i  s)  will  \m-  rciniuf  trniii  tlieir 

1)1  'siitns, 
1  hev    sli.ill   1),-   :,-,   hicthrrii,    sitiiiii;    ■     rr   .•iL,'aiiist    one 

anoilier  on  i  oui  hrs.  "  * 

I  have  i)li>  n  sfi-n  it  .st.iled  th.at  hut  for  the  hoiiris 
there  is  n.  >  nx  ntion  in  the  i\<  ran  of  \vom<n  in  the 
.\h>slein  I'.ir.idi^i' ;  its  joys  i  ir  men  are  described,  but 
no  wold  is  uriUeii  of  the  |)!e.isiires  it  in.av  have  in 
stole  tor  Women.  'I'ln  is  sd,  and  the  fat  t  is  a  strik- 
ing: revel.i'  on  of  the  attitude  ■  >f  the  Pro[)liet's  mind 
towards  woinen  ;  in  this  I  im  ^-iiie  he  was  no  whit 
better,  or  worsr,  than  anv  other  Arab  writer  of  his 
time.       It   imist   lie   remembered,   too,   that   the   .\rab 

*   Siir.i   jvwiii,    I  :; 
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Mian  train,  liimsrlt  t-  ..I.t  I--  u..m.-nl..lk  as  httl.- 
as  poss.hlr.  Mnt.  iieluithstaiMlinK'  this,  u  is  mad.- 
|Hrlt-(tlv  .!rar  a!!  thi-u^'h  th-  Kcran  that  thus.- 
\slu.  do'  riKht.  ul>--'li.T  inal.'  or  triuali-.  shall  inhmt 
Paradisf. 

Tills  p..int  IS  s..  obvious  that  il  it  N^-r.-  not  tor  th.- 
ahn..st  iiniv.-isal  nii^ai)|)nh.'ns,.  ,n  win.  h  I  ha\r  (..und 
nil  til.-  sui.j.-.t  of  th.-  u..'u.-ii  of  Islam  and  th.-ir 
r.-liKi<"i.  I  U..11KI  not  «lo  m.>i.-  than  m.-ntion  it.  But 
uh.-n  I  sav  that  I  li.-a-d  a  man  uith  a  r.-putalion  as  a 
ih.-.)l..i:Kal  s.holar  staf  in  Hiskia  that  u..m.-n  u.-rt- 
not  s..  mii.h  as  m.ntion.-d  m  th.-  Koran,  I  llnnk  I 
inav  Im-  jiistilH-d  in  insistinL:  that  th.-n-  is  abundant 
p;w..f  to  thf  ...ntrary.  'Ih.-  f..llowini:,  <>ti<'  "^  ni-"iy 
p  issati»'S  to  th.'  >ani.-  .-tT.-.  t,  is  .  .mdiisivc  : 

••  Triilv  th.  m.-:>  uh..  r.->i^n  dums.lvfs  to  dnd.  and 
tlu-  v.wiiun  uli.)  r.-sii;ii  th.niMlvf-,,  and  ih.-  h.-!i.-v:n^' 
nu-ii  and  'Ik-  bflicvint,'  nunun.  and  the  d.-vuut  men 
ami  th.-  <i.-v.)iit  worn,  n,  ami  th.-  nun  of  truth  and  tlic 
womt-n  ot  iriith.  and  tlu-  pati.-nt  mva  and  thr  patlt-nt 
wom.n,  and  th.  liumlilc  m.  n  and  the  luunhli-  \vum(-n. 
and  till-  nu-n  uho  i,MVf  ;ihns  and  the  wonu-n  who  ^i\\r 
alms,  and  tin-  men  who  list  and  tin-  vM.imn  uho  fast, 
and  tlu-  .hastf  nun  and  the  .hast.-  wm-n,  ami  th.- 
mcn  and  women  uh.>  ott  rrmcinher  (',^,6  :  f.)r  th. m 
hatii  Allah  prepared  iori;ivetu-ss  and  a  rieh  rt- 
.  i)m|)en--e.  " 

lilt-  taithfiil  M.ishiii  is  .  haru'.-d  to  pr.-t.-ct  and 
succour  b.-lu-vin^  \\..in<-n.-^  and  it  is  distin.  tlv  pn- 
mist-d  by  tlu-  Proi)liet  "to  th.)s.-  \sho  have-  In-lit-vi-d, 
whose-  ..tTsprinj:;  have  fo!l.)W.-d  th.-in  in  llu-  faith,  will 
wtj  attain  unit.-  m  Paradist-  th.-ir  olTsprintr  "  a 
ni.-ssa^e  revealed  to  hiin  by   tin-  S[)irit   in   answt-r  lu 


MICROCOPY    RESOLUTION    TEST    CHART 
SO  TEST  CHART  No    ? 


1.0 


I.I 


1.25 


1.4 


iiiM 

12.2 
2.0 

1.8 


^      .APPLIED  i\-1>1GE     Inc 


I.>« 


THE    DHSI-RT   GATFWA^ 


his  tii>t  will's  ()UfNli<>n  is  to  llir  late  «»t  luT  ciiildrfii 
wlio  liad  dit'd.  I  ha\f  alrcatly  iii»'nti<incd  that  certain 
uonu-ti  will  obt.'iiii  tlif  si)fcial  rewards  ri:served  iuT 
martyrs. 

lielween  iieriveii  and  hell  there  i^  a  wall  or  parti- 
tion broad  eiioui^h  for  certain  beings  to  dwell  ujjoii 
it,  bill  not  broad  etioui^di  to  prevent  the  inhabitants  ol 
the  ret:ions  <.n  bdtii  sides  from  talking:  to  each  other. 
Tile  writers  ot  Islam  ^really  dilter  as  to  who  are  the 
beings  lonsi^Mied  to  this  wall,  called  id  Aral.  Some 
sav  it  IS  a  place  <it  honour  tor  prophets  and  patriarciis 
or  the  most  liij,dilv  meri!oriou->  of  the  martyrs.  'I  his 
dues  not  seem  [)roi)able  in  \  lew  ot  the  s[)ecial  delights 
provided  in  the  t,^ardens  of  I'araihse  for  those  entitled 
to  the  t,'reate>t  rew.ird. 

()ihers  think  it  i>  ,i  pLu c  reserved  for  tliost-  whose 
j,'ood  aiu!  e\il  deeds  an-  exaitlv  e(|ual.  so  tiiat  they 
deser\e  neither  reward  nor  punishment.  On  the 
wall  they  will  be  able  to  prrlorm  such  good  works  in 
praise  and  worship  and  adoration  of  .\llah  that  ihey 
will  eventuallv  be  admitted  to  IIea\en. 

Others  hold  the  iiirious  bi-lief  that  on  this  wail 
will  be  found  those  sons  who  have  gone  to  war  with- 
out their  parents'  leave.  l-"or  going  to  war  and  losing 
tliiir  lives  for  Islam  tliev  aie  in.'irt\rs,  but  for  dis- 
otiedience  to  parents  thev  must  in  justice  be  punished, 
this  being  a  serious  fault  wuh  a  .Moslem.  And  so 
while  thev  lose  earlv  admission  tu  IIea\en,  thev  also 
escajK'  hell.  Hut  as  there  are  st\cii  heavens,  of  differ- 
ing degrees  of  bliss,  <jne  might  supptjse  that  llie  first 
heaven  would  In-  a  suitable  plai  e  in  which  to  start  the 
work  of  (iiialiticatiun  f(jr  the  upper  heavens  and  for 
Paradise  itself. 

There  now  remains  t!ie  question  of  the  Moliamnie- 
dan  hell,   in  puturing  the  wnes  and  the  torments  of 
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ulucirUie'  imaginativ.-.n-ss    of    the    Hast    l>as    Uft 

nothing  unexpressed.  ,  ,   ,i  .      <nf 

I  .,11  not  enter  upon  the  l.arrow.ng  detaU..     S 
r,re  it  to  sav  that,  as  th-re  are  seven  heavens  so    h   r, 
::UnheHs,   preparM.ord.ffer..ntdass^o    Uu- 

han.shed.    the   K-west   hell   b^ng    res.rved   for        p 
.ntes.hofal.elv   prof.-ssed  son,e   r-l-^-y''   '    ^ 
earth,     "riu  re  udl  be  the  torments  n<.t  only  o      h 
but    of    cold;    the    greatest    misery    udl    be    that    ot 

"^'Ttuuue  believers  in  Cod  and  H.s  l'ropl>et  udl,  at 
the  intercession  of  Mohammet.  b.-  released  from  tor- 
ment and  admitted  into  heaven  after  a  full  expiation 
of  their  sins,  tradition  putting  tlu-  p-riod  ot  deten- 
„,„    at    no   1.-..   than    ooo   year,   aiid    no    mor.-    than 


will    ua.h 


(Jn  leaving  hrll  the  redeemed  ones  nmH  ua.li 
av\av  all  trae.-  of  that  auful  regi.-n  by  immer.Mon  in 
"The  River  of  Lite."  from  uhuh  th.-y  %m11  emerge 
whiter  than  pearls. 

The  Devil,  called  by  Mnhamni.'i  l-.blis.  or  Despair. 
does  nut  differ  much  from  the  l-lvil  Oiu-  "f  th.'  Bible. 
lie  was  <.nce  one  of  those  angeU  n.are.t  tiie  presence 
,,t  God.  He  fell  becaUM-  when  (lod  created  Adam 
he  refused  to  pay  homage  to  man  at  the  command  of 
the  ("re.itor. 

From  all  this  it  will  be  >een  that  mankind  are  to 
be  rewarded  or  punished  hereafter  in  the  m..st  exait 
degree  according  to  their  .  onduct  in  this  present 
life— the  scales  shall  weigh,  ih.-m  with  a  ju.iness. 
taking  note  of  inlinite  detail  in  their  g<'oii  a.  in  their 

bad  deeds. 

Hut  here  again  Mohammet  seems  to  have  caught 
a  glimpse  of  a  nobler  ciMiception  of  justice  than  that 
.,t  inere  weight  and  m.-a.uie.      .Ml  through  the  Koran 
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tluif  ai.'  taint  lla.sliL'-,  <»l  ilhiiiunalKMi  tiom  tliu.->c 
Kiaiidcr  tniilis  win,  li  arr  t<.  he  tound  aliL-ad  (»f  the 
n-vflation  \vlii(li  Mohaiiinu't  experienced— of  mercy 
and  I  i.inpaN!,i,.n,  ot  self-sacnru  »■,  and  of  an  infinite 
|)ity  and  tend.-rnrs.s  t,,\vard>  tlKj.se  whosi-  .-arthly  lives 
are  >,et  on  So  Iwu  a  plane  as  severely  to  limit  their 
op[)ortuniti(s  1,1  ai'ainnKTit  and  lo'[)rtclude  them 
ironi  the  ehann-  <,f  happiness. 

It  1^  a  (  rihlr  .•Npr,-s,-,ion  of  one  or  these  heautiful 
truths  in  llie  i.a,  hiiic  of  Christ  to  declare,  as 
.M«.hamm.t  does,  that  th--  p<;(<r  oi  this  hfe  will  enter 
I'aradise  five  huiuir.-d  y<ars  before  the  rich.  When 
lie  had  a  visK^n  ..t  the  seventh  heaven  as  it  was  to  be, 
he  saw  that  many  nidre  of  the  poor  w«  re  there  tlian  of 
the  rich. 


CH. XPTI'R  VII 


ABOUT    ISLAM    AM)    ITS    PROPHKT 

THKRF.  are  two  thincis  wliidi  the  average  man  knows 
about  tlu;  Prophet  <»f  I<lam  :  that  Ins  (offin  is  sus- 
pf  ndffl  between  heaven  and  earth,  and  ttie  saying 
that  "if  the  nioiintain  won't  r(,nu'  to  Mohamniet, 
Mohamr.iet  must  go  to  the  mountain."  As  the 
Prophet  never  had  a  coiTin,  and  no  Moslem  I  ever 
knew  tiad  heard  of  the  mountain,  tliis  kn^)w ledge 
seems  to  amount  to  less  than  nothing,  or  [)erhaps 
equals  that  of  Mrs.  Sk»-wton,  utio  declared  that  the 
wirked  Turks  .said,  "There  is  no  What's-iii-^-name 
hut  Thingummy,  and  What-you-may-rall-it  is  his 
prophet  I  "•- -which  Dickens  himself  thought,  quite 
errone<iusly,  was  a  revision  of  a  (Hiotation  from  the 
Koran. 

And  yet  the  life  of  Mr.hammet  has  intUienced  more 
human  souls  than  my  other,  save  one.  'I  here  are 
i70,fM)0,ooo  of  Asiatic  antl  6o,o<mi,ooo  of  .\frican 
Mfjslems,  in  addition  to  the  Moslems  ot  luirope.  In 
South-I^astern  luirope,  ex(  hiding  Russia,  there  ar-- 
-,,,VK).fX)0  souls  of  this  faith.  'I'iie  Mohammedan  sub- 
jects of  (".reat  Britain  are  more  in  number  than  those 
of  anv  other  Power. 

Islam  means  the  Baptism  of  fiod,  and  is  the  name 
given  bv  the  Prophet  himself  to  the  religion  he 
fininded.  While  the  whole  world  outside  Islam 
sneaks  of  Mohammedanism,  that  name  is  never  used 
bv  the  people  ihemsehes.     Thev  rebut   the  name  as 
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the  ;ip«'stlc  did  \\liii  rtprdVicl  tliusc  utio  saiti,  "I  am 
(,{  I'aiil,  I  am  <  >t  (  rjiiias.  1  am  nf  .\p<ill<)s."  So 
cMtirch-  is  iliis  irli:^iMn  the  outcome  of  the  mind  ot  the 
one  man,  lioUfM-i,  that  it  is  not  surprising  that  what 
uas  at  tirsi  a  ni.kiianie  (li.r  to  label  Islam  with  the 
t'irst  name  nt  it>  I'rophet  is  almost  as  thoui;h  one 
should  call  the  We^leyans  "Johnites")  has  (,'ro\vn 
into  one  title  l)v  which  alone  tile  religion  is 
tlesicnated. 

Mohammet  hen  Ahdallah  (hen  meaning:  "son 
of"),  to  ;^ive  him  his  full  n.anii-,  was  horn  a.d.  569  or 
570,  at  .Mecia,  in  Arabia,  in  {>oor  circumstances, 
hut  with  cop.neciions  of  some  inlliience,  who  in  later 
life  were  able  to  j,'i\e  him  protection  which  possibly 
saved  iiim  from  assassination,  and  tcriainly  from 
outlawrv,   more   than  oiKe. 

Araliia  in  those  d.avs  was  a  tiirbulent,  barbarous 
rounfrv,  whose  llerce  and  warlike  tribes  had  resisted 
the  approach  of  other  Powers  whicli  had  subdued 
siirrountUn^'  countries.  The  civilising  influences  of 
I'urope  failed  to  make  a.nv  impression  on  Arabia  : 
Rome  tried  to  administer  it  and  failed;  Byzantium 
was  content  tc)  keep  it  at  arm's  lenLith. 

Tills  peninsula,  cut  off  bv  the  sea  on  three  sides, 
and  on  the  fourth  bv  a  desert,  although  it  was  almost 
as  great  in  area  as  India,  eventuali\  lost  its  attraction 
for  the  Wf'-tern  world,  and  so  long  as  its  tierce  tribes 
did  nf>t  trouble  the  grc-at  trade  marc  lies  at  tlie  North, 
it  was  left  alone. 

Tenacious  of  old  customs  and  traditions,  ferocious 
in  gu, crding  their  tribal  rights,  these  people  had 
changed  bui  little  since  earlv  Bible  days,  when  Hagar 
went  out  into  the  desert  with  I' -hmael. 

In  religion  the  Arabians  had  lapsed  into  idolatry; 
their  chief  temple  was  at  Mei'ca,  where  a  great  many 
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strariL:.-   (•.•rt'moiu.-s   (s,,mu-   ct    tli.-m    ntninrd   t,.   this 
dav,     witli     a     tn-sli     iiiranint:!    \sfn'     p.-rtornifci 
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wor^liip  <)t  Its  idoN.  ^aul  f.  num!).T  as  many  as  tlu- 
davs  of  the  lunar  vt-ar. 

'One  of  llif  most  (lu-nshrd  of  all  traditions  of  th.- 
Arabians  uas,  and  is  to  this  dav.  that  th.-  Kaaha,  or 
tt-mplc  at  Mfcea.  was  crt-.trd  by  Abraham  and  his 
son  Ishmael;  and  while  this  is  scotT.'d  at  bv  many 
writers,  tiieiv  are  oth.-rs  ulio,  like  Hiirton,  from  a  very 
intimate  knowledge  ol  th-si-  people,  have  found 
reason  fur  the  b.'lief  that  where  a  irathiion  is  held 
as  universally  and  with  sue  h  depth  as  this,  the  proba- 
bility is  that  it  is  ba.s<'tl  on  truth,  or.  at  anv  rate,  thai 
It  may  be  left  an  open  question.  More  authentic 
history  plares  the  period  (I'l^  years  before  Solomon's 
temple,   or   2.000  years  before   the  Christian  era. 

On  ttie  authority  of  the  P^ible  we  know  that  some 
.<f  the  .Arabs  were  descended  from  .\hrahnm  throiii:h 
Kedar.  Ishmael's  second  son,  but  the  idolatry  into 
which  Mohammet  was  born  was  far  removed  from 
the  religion  of  the  book  of  (ienesis,  where  is  written 
the  life  of  the  patriarch  who  is  declared  in  the  Koran 
to  have  raised  the  foundations  of  the  Kaaba.* 

It  is  alwavs  said  by  his  followers  that  Mohammet 
was  illiterate,  and.  as  reading  and  writini:  \\ere  not 
verv  generally  practised  in  his  dav,  it  is  not  surpris- 
inc:  that  he  refers  to  himself  as  "  unlettered. "+  The 
ignorance-  or  half-knovJedge  betrayed  by  every 
reference  in  the  K<iran  to  the  Jewish  Scriptures  and 
other  ancient  histories  seems  to  show  that  what  know- 
ledge he  had  was  gained  bv  hearsay,  and  n<it  by 
reading. 

With    his    natural    rir\crn>-sN    and    qui(  k    ear    he 
would  possiblv  gain  a   perfe(  t  knowledge  of   Arabic, 

•    Sur.i    li,    i;i.  +    Sur.i    \\\,    156. 
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as  spt.k.-n  at  M--.  .a.  by  l.arnin^'  by  lirari  and  n'tit- 
int:  the  s<>nu>  and  tribal  lays  in  \\lii>li  ili'-^'"  people 
liavf  rdwavs  dcliclit.-d. 

W'f  kmv.  iiiMtf  ilian  one  lad  m  liiskra  who, 
altlxMi^di  h.'  did  11'. t  write,  had  an  ai^parcntlv  .•n.llfss 
store  iif  Aral)  dr-,.rt  soul's,  and  even  llu'  Kaiivlr 
(bants  nf  the  mmintains,  jm  ki'd  up  t>\-  iTir. 

Mohaniniet  was  doiibtli-s.  as  a  lad.  (lever  and 
reliable,  with  a  inirid  turnmi:  t(_)wards  the  <  <intenipla- 
tion  of  religious  things.  r>v  the  tinir  he  was  tueiity- 
five  Ins  exceptidiial  ([iiahtH-.  were  St.  u<-Il  known  that 
a  wealthy  widow  uoir.m  oi  the  t<>v.  n  entnistrd  to  bun 
the  conduct  of  an  inii)'iilant  caravan  to  liostra. 

His  ni.inai:einent  of  this  bnr-mrss  was  so  satisfac- 
tory m  every  wav,  and  so  proiilaltlc,  that  the  widow- 
offered  to  marrv  bim.  and  by  d.  .ini,'  so  rai^.'d  the 
almost  penniless  voiitli  into  the  praci-fiil  enjoynu-nt  of 
n  fortune.  The  reward  may  seem  disproportionate 
until  one  remembers  tlir  risks  and  t^"-  .lanuers  of  such 
iindertakin.cs  in  a  wild,  viiii^ovrrnrd  country,  amoni^st 
men  more  full  of  (  unnim,'  and  subtle  knavery  than 
those  in  an\  otlKT  part  of  the  v.orld.  I"  inanaL:i'  his 
own  men  of  the  cara\an,  to  (-scajie  the  darint:  and  to 
fnitwit  the  wilrs  of  possible  enemies,  eventually  to 
dispose  of  the  pH.ds  entrusteil  to  him  to  the  preatesl 
advantage-  all  this  must  ha\c  commendetl  him  to  his 
employer  as  a  man  of  tnark. 

His  union  with  Khaiiiiah  seems  to  hnve  been  a 
perfei  t  one.  On  the  side  of  the  woman  there  was  the 
most  sublime  devotion,  le.idiiiL:  to  a  faith  which  was 
not  shaken  even  when,  later  on.  he  <  laimed  to  have 
visions  from  Heaven  and  to  bi'  <  hosen  as  the  one 
Prophet  <>t  (lod.  ThroULrh  all  the  losses  and  tribula- 
tions uhi(  h  the  new  role  entailed,  she  remainetl  firm. 
On  the  sid<>  of  Mohanimet  there  was  deep  respect  and 
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.'•ffr.tH.n,  Nshirh  ki-pt  luin  trur  t^  thi^  on.'  uitr  until 
h.-r  (Irath.  trn  v.-nrs  .iftfr  tlif  hr-mnmc  ol  In-  liU-smn 

Ih2(i  A. P.). 

In  tlx'^r  .-.irlv  tr.'it-  \sf  find  an  indication  . -t  lii. 
(HialitH-s  whuli  arcniini  inr  tlu-  hi-l,.rv  ..t  ihi-  man. 
ulios,-  work  was  U<  l.-avr  su.h  niar\  .•lloiis  rtlr.t  upon 
timr  and  upun  ctfrnity.  II*'  w'l^  a  man  ot  ur.-at 
undcrstaiuimv:  of  lii*^  fi-llow-nirii.  nf  ^ical  .(.urat:.', 
and  of  pnffct  judcuK-iu  in  auaitini:  Ins  opportunitv. 
and  in  th"  use  to  he  made  of  o|ii>ortiinit v  ulirn  it 
camt-  to  him.  'I'Iuti-  was  a  n-markahh^  simplu  iiy  in 
his  (haran.T.  and  a  tnii-  appreciation  of  thf  rrkativf 
importancf  of  mundam-  things,  whicli  is  so  oft.'n 
found  in  th.-  really  ^rt-at. 

It  is  said  that  tor  years  hefor.-  Mohammct  bfcamt- 
suhjtTt  to  visions  lie  \\as  m  the  iiahit  of  ^oiiil:  away 
to  a  rtiired  spot  in  tht-  hills  to  fa-i  aiul  civc  his  riitirf 
inind  to  rctlrrtion  on  spiritual  thint:s.  Whrn  at  laxt 
ereat  truths  wvt'-  borm-  in  upon  him,  he  i^avc  himself 
fcrventlv  to  their  deliverance.  I'"orttine.  comfort,  lite 
Itself,  beiame  notliint;  to  him  in  (  on.p.irisop  with  his 
mission  as  a  Prophet  of  CkhI.  liefore  success  was 
anvwhere  in  sight  he  put  everything  he  had  to  the 
hazard,  and  when  power  was  within  his  grasp  he  still 
taught  simpli<itv  for  both  him-elt  atid  his  tollowers, 
commending  to  them  those  things  which  belong  to 
tlie  eternal  verities,  and  w.irning  against  the  shams 
and  the  delusions  of  life  which  lead  men  astray  from 
the  higher  iiath. 

lie  was  fortv  vears  of  age  wlien  he  receivetl  his 
first  experience  of  Revelation;  the  tlr-t  word  sein  to 
him  was  to  "Recite  in  the  Name  of  the  l.ord,  \\'!:o 
created  man."*  It  i-  from  lhi>  uo.fl  ret  iie  that 
the  name  of  the  K(>ran  is  taken.     .A  -irarige  physiial 

*    Sura   .\c\i. 


14'.  I  in:  Di'Si-KT  (;\Ti:\v.\^ 

rxp.TK-iK.-  ..iinr   up-n   liiin.      At   thr   t'lr^t   .ciuulsK.n 
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hr  <  rifcl  t..  In-  \Ml''.  "C'<i\iT  in.-!  ("<.\rr  uu- '.  " 
slic  si)rr.ul  111-  m.iUt!.-  <.\.T  Inni.  A.U'-'i'i.  m  v.n.Ton- 
I.iiii,'ii;il:»-.  .1  l;in<l  <>f  rliMU.d  pr.'sr,  v.lucti  al\\;i>>  lia<l 
.stirifil  111'-  Aral)  iniinl,  ■■  nn  ss.i^-i-  (arm-  t<.  liini, 
hrouulit  Irniii  (.o(l  1)V  th.-  an-'l  (.ahii<-l,  1<»  "Aiis.; 
aiul   pn-a.  h  '.      .Ma-nitv   thy    l.nrd  !  "  * 

Moliainnit-t  imw  (<>ncri\.-d  luni'-<-lf  i"  I"'  'I'.- 
IVoiiliri  wli.i-^i-  mt---ai,'r  uas  ;,.  «  all  ni'-ii  M.'in  idnlatiy 
t..  ilif  \\nr>liip  n\  ili<-  Out-  I  nil-  (."il.  Tr-ni  this 
iiioni.-hi  lir  lived  1)111  III  tulfil  1111-  iiii--~i"ii  and  to 
ililixtT  to  mankind  ilf  l>i'<'l<  nt  (km!'-  wmd. 

In  ino-t  wciik-  unll'-n  U\  ('liiiMiiii  «Mtii'-  atmut 
Mohammt-t  il  is  ass.-rt'-d  lliat  Ik-  was  an  .-pilrptir, 
and    tiiat    liis    \isi,.ns    \\cr<-    .-xiniicin  id    diirin>^    tin- 


parow  sills  lit  Ills  disi-a-i-. 


!>v  all  Ills  tcilldv.t-rs  this  is 


iiuliunantlv  drnicd,  and  iln-v  d.  .  i.in-  that  it  \\a.s  a 
liasf  imiiiiK'n  nl  the  (irt'ri.-.  l-.\.-n  ins  iiK'St  rt-lcnt- 
1(  ,^s  rm-niifs.  liii\\i-\i-r,  iImi-c  uIid  ai  iiisr  hini  of  ini- 
piistun-  and  di-tcit  in  i-\i-ry  stac<-  ot  tlir  rnlr  ulurli 
they  dfclarf  li.-  d.-hlinai.-ly  undrrtowk  Iruin  the  basest 
(if  nidtivcs,  can  find  no  t-vidciK c  that  lie  (  \(T  showed 
tlu-  phvsnal  si^n-  ni  tpilcps\  -lu  li  as  bitinc:  'he 
lonmif.  dropping:  what  ua-  in  tin-  hand.  or.  nio-l 
iniport;iiU    ot    all.    ih'-    ,uradiiai    dcctn<  ration    ot    tht- 

iiiiiul. 

Thf  l>ricf(  st  outhnc  of  the  niarxdlous  twenty  years 
which  reniaineti  of  his  !ili  .ifier  his  first  revelation 
will  sut'l'ice  to  eiialile  us  to  arn\e  d  some  sort  of 
underst;in(hnc  of  the  lelicion  winch  Moiiammet 
started. 

A-  C.-iih-le  said:  "  llcri'  stands  this  m.in  in  a 
m.ijoiity  of  one!"  The  whole  debased,  disjunited, 
chaotic  work!  of  Arahia  is  bef..re  him,  whu  h  his  soul 
*   Sur.i   l\xiv,    .',    ; 
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Ionic's  to  \vm  tr(/ni  a  revolting;  uorship  <«t  nldls  i«i  .1 
n<il)ltT  .111(1  IxtitT  uursliip.  I''ir  ti>ur  vears  liis 
i!H-^.saj,'c  )4.ims  s(;iritiv  .111  v  liultl.  IIi->  uitr,  afirr  .1 
littli-  explanation,   bi-]i.\.-,  m   Ins  inissnm. 

W'f  should  txpr.  t  to  lincl  that  a  man  of  ins 
I  liarai  Iff  Ii.hI  ijoihI  trirniis  ii  is  said  his  npriLilitiu-ss 
tamed  for  liiin  the  naiiK-  of  "the  'i  iust\  "  and 
MdliaiiinH't  was,  aboM-  all  thin),:s  cl.sc,  fortunnti-  111 
the  (jiiality  of  the  nitii  who  pussi-sscd  his  (dnliilt'iK  r. 
.\l>u  l^ikr,  u  hoin  ln'  iiid  know  n  ti  >r  luo  vears,  w.is  an 
early  eotucrt,  and  I^'-i  anie  the  i  hn-t  (jI  his  .ijn  istles. 
He  was  .a  man  (anahlr  of  hliini  ilexotion  t.>  .1  friend. 
In  the  d.irkest  da\s  he  never  (jUestiolled  or  looked 
hark.  Ni\t  l<<  his  (  tun  er-^ii 'ii,  oi  irnpurtante  to  \]\r 
niovenient,  uas  that  of  ;i  m,in  ot  (piite  a  differe'it 
t_\  pe  :  ( )niar  was  a  man  of  heri  iilean  stretii^th.  of  t  tun- 
pellinc  force  'if  (  har.acter. 

W  here  BakT  was  (niirteoiis  atui  <,'entle,  ()niar  was 
commandini,'-  anti  dttermini-d  ;  where  the  one  was 
roinpassionate  and  kind  the  t.ilier  was  for  swift  and 
t  ruel  justice,  or  even  for  veni^eance,  on  <ipponents  and 
enemies.  "If  Satan  were  tt.  meet  Omar."  said 
Moliammet,  ■"he  would  cet  out  (,f  Omar's  waw" 

(luided  l)\-  the  uiierrini,'  instinct  of  the  Prophet  in 
petting:  the  best  servit  i'  from  his  follnwers.  these  two 
men,  by  one  means  or  another,  brt.ke  throui;!)  the 
narriers  which  (Dntined  ttie  new  sect,  at  first  a  secret 
society  ciiiitined  to  one  obscure  family,  and  (nm- 
manded  tlie  attention  of  iht    t(,wn. 

An  i  merest  I  m,'-  tat  t  about  these  twti  apostles  slunvs 
the  remarkable  faculty  of  the  i'rophet  in  th.-  manage- 
ment of  men,  ant!  throws  .1  sidehchi  on  one  of  thf 
most  potent  of  the  refi^rnis  which  he  instituted,  to  the 
j^re.ii  beiu't'it  ot  ins  own  nation. 

It  wa>  possil)lv  on  iiis  return  frtmi  liis  tr»v.-Is  ii,-.. 
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•  irilial  svsttm  ;iii«l  ili«-  blood 

It  ihr 


Mon.imiiH  1  -UN    II-  ■> 

,,.,h1  U.T.-  a.,.UM-.,t  u.al.nr..  t..ln>...ui.tr'.  .      It  ihr 
n,.mh.Tnt  ;.  .l,ni...ranv  p.r-.n  .  .v.r  u  h.  ..n  iIh-  ,  ..n 
I,,.,,!  ihioNMi  .IS  pn.t.-.iinn.   vv.n-  slam,  th.-  uliol,-  dan 
,l..m,.n.l-,U.nuan,..       Un.  L -1  -  .  uaM.t  ul  ua.  .  a.ul 
,,,..v.rlastini,'unr.-.t.      At  ,lus  tmv  hmicur  had  tallm 
snl.,w.  orni.-n  u.-r-  so  l-Kinn.nK  t, ,  taM.    ihr  acU  an- 
,,^,.s.,t  ,u..iMriv  ,,.  lopn-frr  thrm  t..ihr  iii-t--  t:lory 
,,,    ..,n.,u.-s|.   tlial    a   l—t   of    thr   dav    t.muts    h,s  ..,n- 
„.mi>ora>:.s    u.tl.    pr.-trrrniK    i:o.,.l>    a.ul    mnn.  v    lo 
vr.m.-.>n..';   vMih   a.^.l.nn^'   hi.  >,  ,.1-m.  ^n-v   uIht.'   m.-n 
,,,  ,ourau.-uo,il.i  havrhr.-n  .at  isImhI  .  .nl  V  uilhhl...Kl 
Thf  i;n'at    idra  .am.-  t..   M..hainnvt   nl   a    naliMiial 
natrw.tism  uln-h  >li''il.l  .'tul  tlirM-  uai>  l.nur.n  m.'- 
,,.,nsut  Insoun  . .  Mi.Urviii.n,  and  should  niak.-  uar  a 
na.i.Mial    urapon    to   Mr,-n^-tl'an    a    p.-..plr    insfad   y 
..xhaust,nc.tsns.„n.,.s.      Not  .-vm  M,  .ha.nnt.t  .  ■  mid 
l,.,v,-  ton-rrn   l,..u    in  tlr.  v.av  trad-  v.nuld  bru'in  to 
n<,ur.sh.    and   that    Nvuhin   a   r-MUurv    th.^   in-asun-s  of 
practi.allv  thruhol.-.-arlh      fr-mi  I  )-llu  to  ( .ranatla 
uould  lu' at  tin-  disposal  of  tins  p.-plr.  ulio  b.-foic  had 
h.'.Mi   nicrrlv  a   ntinibrr  of   s.-parai.-  tnlws  and  clans, 
to  uhon,  thr  niraninK  of  patriotism  uas  a  d.-ad  Irtt.-r. 
X ,n...-,i,s  t.,  the  rnd  ot  Miprrs.uhni;  th.-  claims 


\s  om-  inrans  to  tiic  «iui  oi  sup-M-..  i....^  w,>  

of  blood  xvhuii  h-d  to  thr  buds  ot  families  and  trib.-s 
,!„.    Prophrt    institut.-d    "bioth.'rho.Ki;-    a    ifu    and 
h.ndinc  r.-latu.nship  b.-tue-m   i^airs  ot   b.-b.-vt-rs        It 
^^MS  a    brilliant    inspiration   to  c.aiplr  Omar   uith    his 
prratrs,   frirnd  and  b,llov,cr.   Abu   Bakr.       11.,-  a-rc- 


prcati'si   frirnd  and  to 
mont  of   these   two, 
Tcnt,   uas  coniplctf.  and  the 


,   widrlv    tli'Tcrrnt    in    tfnip.-ra- 

lut  always  looked 

and 


ni.-m  uas  romplrtr.  an-l  tin-  i'vophtt  aivva>s  h.ok.  u 
„,  ,i,.Mn  for  advirr.  His  hold  ov.-r  thr  fu-ro-  and 
bloodthirstv  Omar  uas  no  Ir^s  Mion^  than  ovrr  th. 
o,.ntlr  Bakr.  Omar  ask.n!  onlv  to  br  tnist.-d  anc 
.    :  i  .    \!    i-i!vv.ct       '!'!!(•  Proi-ilic  I  oner  drridrc 


rrspn  it  Ci  '''} 


POFTR'^    Ol'   TIIH   kOKAN 


1 49 


lict  t..  \\.;,r  ikIi  .l.ilhiH!,.  aiul.  t.ikiiu:  < 'IT  Irs  silk.-n 
r(.l»r,  tA'ii-rrd  it  to  Otii.ir.  uh...  ;ii  iIh-  l.nu  inl  slight, 
hur-^t  inin  tears. 

I  here  was,  (,t  (..urst-,  iniK  h  oppi  isiti<  in  aiul  i-v.-ii 
MdliMK.-  Iiivards  till-  ni'.v  Irarlnnk:  "f  I->laiii  ;  :\ni\  if 
{]),■  I'mpli.t'-  un.  1.  ,  Ahu  Talih,  lia.i  m-i  hi  .-n  tlu- 
lirad  -if  an  imp..Malu  .Ian,  am!.  a!tli<.ii^'ti  [.rctcNsiriK 
IK)  h.li.-t  in  lii^  nrplicw's  straiic"  'raclnnk:,  lia<l  n-.t 
l.r.  n  uillim;.  In. in  a  -.-n^,-  of  family  tlutv,  to  fhn.w 
(.\.T  hiiii  Ins  jiioN't  11..I1  (l)v  uli!.  li  injiir\  t'>  M.-liain- 
iiifi  would  liavr  Ix'tii  ri'vi-nt,'fii  as  dune  to  tlu-  wliolf 
tril)t),  till-  whole  inovcineiii  niiu;ln  lia\e  been  iiniiie- 
(li.itelv  siamjieii  out  by  the  imii^nant  Mm  ans  la 
iisin^'  the  hlooci-feud  lor  Ins  own  proteitutn  whilr  it 
la-ted,  the  Prophet  ai;ain  showed  tiiat  [)rartical  senst- 
wlii(  h    never   ilexrrled    him. 

l'"or  ten  vt  ars  the  liistotv  of  Moh.imniet's  mission 
is  lari^eiv  a  lu^torv  of  discussions  and  drhaie  witli 
Meeca.  The  eon  verts  arpued,  and  somt-times 
|)reaclied;  ant!  the  I'ropla  t  delnered  mighty  oration?! 
hurniiii^  witli  ;:e  il  and  powerful  witfi  liery  eIo(|uenie. 
All  tlie  time  new  revelations  'Aere  beuik:  added  to 
the  y.itherin^^  Koran,  the  merits  of  which  were  recocj- 
iiised  even  f)v  the  poets,  the  (  hief  of  whom  admitted 
himself  eclipsed  t)v  one  of  the  Suras  whii  h  was  nailed 
up  in  the  public  plait-  where  such  works  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  (  ritii  i>!n  of  the  populace. 

'I'lie  pieople  of  Metc.a  were  naturallv  opp<^setl  'o 
the  new  doctrin<-s,  which  ran  counter  to  their  familiar 
bcliets  in  the  dods  «jf  the  l\aaba,  aft'-r  whom  many 
i>f  them  were  named  in  pratitucle  for  i^ter^•ention,  and 
whi(  h  also  threatened,  if  thev  prevailed,  to  ruin  the 
trade  of  t!ie  town,  subsistiuL:  largely  (,n  the  needs  of 
visitors  to  the  religious  (apual. 

If   the   fear  of  a   blood-feud   alone   prevented   tt".«' 
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t-MtTiniiiaiion  t,\  Isl.mi  with  tin-  suorJ.  tin-  oppoNition 
found  (jtiitT  mraiisol   ])(T>c,  iitiun.     '1  tie  tollowcrs  of 
the  m-w  M'(  t  were  lir>i  kept  <iiit  of  till-  prc<  iiK  ts  of  the 
K.iaba,  and  iIk-ii  were  liaraNX-d  l)y  an  organised  i)o\- 
c'ott.    whicli    n-tiucfd   tht-ni   almost   to  starvation.      As 
loiiU   as  means  lasti-d,   those  wlio  were  rieh,   like  the 
PropiiL-t,     shared     'lieir     ahiindaiK  e     with     the     poor 
hretliren,    until    rth    alike    were    huncenuL:.       Wht-ii 
tlieir     sulfennes     hecaine     wcll-niL;h     imendurable    a 
lertain     niniil)er    ot     them     lied     to     Attv^sinia.     '1  Ik- 
Meccan  authoriiie--  (ieniauded  their  extradition,  senci- 
intj  iTivoys  to  esc<irt  tlieni  Ijat  k.      But  the   Kint,'  wa-i 
not    easily    moved,    savini,'    that    before    he    acted    he 
wi»uld   like  to  know    something  of  this  new    religion. 
Mohammet  sp>eiiallv  wrote  a  Sura  for  this  occasion, 
and   wlu-n  the  I n>t   jiari  of  it   (Sura  xis)  was  read  to 
hini  the  Ne^us  was  i!io\cd  to  tears,  and  ht*  resolved, 
in  spite  of  all  representations,  ne\er  to  at)andon  these 
people.    And  he  remaineil  a  faithful  friend  of  .Moham- 
I. let's  until  his  death. 

In  Me(ca  these  d<-velopnients  caused  the  greatest 
consternation,  for  an  invasion  was  fe.ared  from  the.se 
new  frieiuls  of  the  l'ro])het.  .Xmons,'^  the  further 
measures  of  sui)pression  everythiuL:  was  d<jne  to 
render  Moh.inimet  an  outl.aw.  Certain  ot  the  con- 
verts retired  to  a  ravim-,  where  they  I'xisted  under  a 
ban  for  two  or  three  \'ears. 

I'nder  the  patronage  of  the  Nclius,  .M(jhammet 
had  become  dantjercnis  ;is  a  political  power,  tor  about 
this  time  the  Ab\ssinians  had  i^aitied  success  in  a 
frontier  war,  whiih  the  Met  cans  were  persuaded 
would  be  followed  bv  an  .itlack  on  themselves.  To 
avoid  this  anotlier  attempt  was  made  to  persuade  the 
retui^ees  le  (  oir''  home,  ami  a  compromise  was  sul;- 
i^esied  even  to  .Mohaniiiiet  himself.      In  this  lie  t^ave 
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an  asx-iu      uhuh  «  an  .uily  br  rft^anU-d  as  dis^rart-fu 
-tu  tin-  grnuin.-nfss  ot  c.-rtain  ot   ihc  ^'odtk-^cs  of 
the  Kaaba.  auainst  uh.jm  Islam  had  pn-viously  pn^ 
t.-stt'd    as  a  condition  tlial  th.-  ban  ucn-  withdrawn. 

What  prfssurr  was  .'X.Tt.-d  whirh  l.-d  Mohamnu-t 
into  one  <.t  the  worst  blunders  of  his  career  can  never 
be  known.  l"or  once  he  misread  t!ie  m.-n  he  had  to 
deal  with  of  his  own  part\  :  he  ailmilted  an  .-hment 
of  weakness  into  Ins  relii:ious  dainis.  and  t)r<.Ui;hi 
■"  MK  h  diseredit  as  put  a  stop  to  the 
.-vents  of   ->uch    nK-nunl 


upon    luni'^i 

advance  of  his  cause  unti 
n.rurred  as  to  obliterate  tii.-  (li>-race.  Hu-  truth  was 
that  the  sufferinKN  <''  '"-  I"1'"^^«ts  bad  tried  them: 
the  fire  of  persecution  had  burned  out  the  dross  from 
those  who  were  in  .arnest.  as  it  had  rid  the  catnp  of 
those  who  were  faUe  or  w.-ak  or  ni.'re  a.iveniurers. 
The  sutTerin[,'s  thev  had  endured  for  th.  ir  faith  had 
made  it  dear'to  them.  In  a  burst  of  enthusiasm  these 
,n.-n  declared  that  thev  uould  not  desert  th.'ir  worship 
of  the  One  True  Ciod.  The  -oddesses,  with  all  other 
idols,  should  still  be  anathema  to  them.  I'ier.'.-  must 
iiave  been  the  discussion,  and  possibly  t..r  th.-  first 
time  (but  not  for  the  last)  the  l'r..j)li.-l  had  i)root  that 
the  firmness  of  his  ov.  n   will  was  eiiuali.'d  by  that  ot 

Omar's. 

In  the  end  lie  trave  wav;  the  verse>  ot  r.;velation 
were  withdrawn.*  lie  had,  h.-  said,  been  subjected 
to  a  temptation  of  the  Devil,  'ihe  ev.-nt  burnt  ilselt 
into  his  mind;  and  years  later,  when  il  is  possible 
that  his  followers  no  ionp-r  recalled  it.  he  n-turn.-d 
H>  his  apoloK'y  :  "We  hav.'  n..l  sent  any  .apostle  or 
prophet  before  the.-,  but  wh.Mi  \\r  i<ad  Satan  sui;- 
1,'ested  some  error  in  his  r.'adinc.  Hut  (lod  shall 
make  void  tliat  which  Satan  hath  sui,'i:ested."-*-   I'loni 


if! 


- 


*    Sur.i    liii,    IQ, 


t    Sur,; 


If)-' 


THE    DKSERT    GATEWAY 


lliis  time  l;is  clt-iuinc  i^itioii  dI  iddairv  becoiiics  slerntr 
ami  stt-rner. 

'I'lic  rft'iu,'t'i'S  for  till-  most  part  retiin'ri,!  to 
.Xbvssinia,  and  \n  Mecca  the  poMtion  was  more  em- 
bittered than  ever,  although  the  opponents  of  Islam 
fell  that  the  e\ent  Iiad  broiij^Mit  such  discredit  in 
Al)\ssinia  on  the  fugitives  and  tlieir  friends  that  the 
danger  of  invasion  from  that  (juarter  had  passed. 

Tliis  brings  lis  to  the  vear  lo  of  the  mission,  a 
year  \vhi(  h  ])erliaps  marked  the  depth  of  tlie  suffering 
and  i^rivation  of  the  new  sect,  to  uiiuli  sorrow  at  the 
loss  (jf  Khadijah,  tlie  Prophet's  wife,  was  added. 
Abu  'I'alib  also  died  at  this  tmie.  and  altliough  he 
refused  to  the  last  to  sav  the  words  which  would  have 
made  him  a  Moslem,  he  faithfulK  stcjod  by  the  ties 
of  blood  lo  w  Inch  his  ne|)hew  owed  ^o  miK  h. 

ll  is  often  said  of  the  Arabs  that  they  are  lacking 
in  faithfulness  and  tidelilw  I  have  mvself  seen  so 
much  e\  idence  to  the  coiitrarv  that  I  belie\e  mv  rnany 
Aiab  friemls  when  tliev  I'll  me  that  when  they  give 
their  ai'fection  n(^t  e\cn  lite  itself  can  set  a  limit  to  its 
coiislancv.  "("lod  is  not  pleased  with  thanklessness 
in  Mis  servants,'"*  wrote  the  Prophet,  and  in  his  own 
life  he  was  true  to  his  precept  that  faithfulness  is  part 
of  tile  teaching  ot  Allah.  To  the  end  he  referred  with 
gratitude  and  love  to  his  tirst  wife,  and  to  have  been 
.a  trieiui  or  protcgi-  of  hers  wa  .  to  be  sure  of  the  kind- 
iuss  til  the  I'ropl'.et.  No  man  in  this  world  has  ever 
(iwtd  more  to  human  constancv  and  faithfulness  than 
Moli;immet  hmiselt. 

it  IS  i-»r<ibable  ihat  the  death  of  Abu  'lalib  exposed 
Moh.'immet  to  such  unrestrained  persecution  that  he 
left  for  Ta'if,  only  to  be  mobbed  there  by  the  idola- 
trous [)opulace.     I'ortunately,  at  this  time  the  sacred 

*   Sura    x.\iix,    9. 
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months  Iv-an.  th.>  time  of  truce  in  tin-  Aral)  var 
wlicn  the  tribes  laid  down  ih.'ir  arms,  and  iiniverhul 
peace  and  immunitv  fr.wn  attack,  uhether  for  revenue 
or  rohberv,  was  recognised- an  institution  which 
probahlv  had  alone  preserved  the  strengtii  and  re- 
st)urces  of  these  warlike  and  bloodthirsty  people.  In 
sprinp.  in  the  month  ot  sowinc;  and  the  increase  ot 
animals;  and  in  three  autumn  months,  when  the 
crops  would  be  gathered  and  the  caravans  MDuld  set 
out  to  disp<isc  of  produce,  this  nign  of  security  and 
peace  was  ohst-rved  throughout  Arabia  m  the  days  of 

barbarity. 

Mohammet,  for  the  time  secure,  returned  to  the 
outskirts  of  Mecca,  uhrre  the  gr.-at  fair  was  being 
held,  and  preached  his  gos[)el  uf  tiie  One  God.  Inder 
a  showrr  of  clcjds  he  stood  up  in  the  market-place- - 
how  modern  it  sounds,  with  the  memory  of  the  hrst 
days  of  Weslev  and  of  Whitfield  in  mind,  and,  later 
still,  of  thi-  Salvation  .\rmv  !  Inspired  men,  who 
were  not  to  be  silenced  by  stones,  and  water  from 
the  village  lire-engine,  bv  discordant  brass  bantls, 
even  by  the  clanging  of  t!ie  chur(  h  bells! 

At  this  time  envoys  from  ^■atllrlb  (now  called 
Medina,  tlu-  "City  of  the  }'rophet  ")  came  to  offer 
M(jhc.mmet  the  protection  of  their  citv.  Before  he 
decided  on  what  is  called  "the  I'light,"  legend  says 
thai  he  was  offered  many  bribes  from  the  wealthy 
chiefs  of  his  native  place,  liut  here  was  a  rare  man 
who  at  this  time  had  no  price.  Actuated.  I  believe, 
bv  a  passionate  desire  to  deliver  his  country  from 
the  worship  of  idols,  to  call  them  to  a  nobler  worship 
of  the  One  God  (an  enthusiasm  for  this  worship 
possessing  his  own  soul),  and.  if  they  were  ever 
willing  to  listen,  to  raise  them  to  a  higher  plane  of 
mural  worth.    Mohammet  was  unbribable. 
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111  .itlditiDii  to  his  rcliciniis  iiiisMnn,  1  htrlievu 
Moliaiiimit  \sa.s  amljui(iu>  Uj  n-niuNc  the  (lt)^>tacles 
to  a  national  patri(*tisin,  ot  uliidi  lit-  liad  become 
coiistiDUs.  and  .so  lit  the  Arabs  Kj  take  tlieir  place 
as  a  puwerliil  people  bv  the  suit-  of  ih-  other  nations, 
whose  prosperity  and  i,reatnes->  he  hail  seen  in  his 
earlv  travrls.  In  Ins  darkest  hour,  when  ignominy 
and  failure  met  hiin  on  all  sides,  lie  refused  to  accept 
any  terms  that  would  turn  him  aside  Ircim  his  great 
mission,  siiKerely  believiiiL;,  I  think,  that  he  had 
been  aci  redited  by  I  leaven. 

.\1anv  conjectures  have  been  in.ide  as  to  the 
reasons  which  prepared  the  j,'roiiiHl  tor  Mohammet's 
reception  at  Medina.  It  is  .1  i  iiv  about  250  miles 
to  the  north  o|  Mec(  a,  and  ten  da\s'  jcjurney,  of  a 
most  desirable  situation  tor  the  fertility  of  its  soii 
and  its  sujipiv  ot  water.  I  nlike  Mecca,  it  favours 
the  cultixatioii  of  the  ])alm.  Hut  ii^  most  important 
point,  in  the  secjuel.  pro\ed  to  bt-  that  it  lay  in  the 
main   mute  ot  the  caravans  Uoin.C  down  to  Mecca. 

A  considerable  part  ot  its  inhal)itant'>  \ere  Jews, 
whi>  cl.-iinied  descent  from  settlers  there  in  the  time 
of  Moses.  It  is  pr<jbable  that  a  somewhat  garbled 
version  ol  Mohammet's  le.u  Iiuil:  liad  previously 
reached  the  (hief  men  of  tie-  place,  and  that  while 
certain  Arabs  had  been  innueiiced  in  his  favour  by 
hearing  him  preach  at  .Meica,  'he  Jews  were  not 
against  him  owing  to  their  belief  that  he  worshipped 
the  Israelitish  (loti,  was  the  eiieinv  of  idolatry,  and 
believed  in  the  resurrection  of  the  dead.  A  small 
number  of  eiKjuirers  had  sought  out  Mohammet  in 
Mecca  to  ask  as  U)  the  teaching  of  his  religit.n  and 
its  practices,  and  then  returned  to  Medina,  having 
given  a  promise  to  the  l'r(jphei  to  abstain  from 
infanticide  (the  burying  of  girl  infants  alive),  theft, 
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adulUTV  and  Ivin-,  and  u,  r.-ft-r  to  linn  fur  lurllHT 
guidance.  Th'i.  partv  ^t.w  to  forty,  a.id  was  aUvay. 
spoken  of  as  the  Helpers;  tl>ese  nu.^,  with  the  help 
of  a  missionarv  sent  bv  Mohanunet,  spread  iheir 
taah.  and  in  'their  early  enthusiasm  broke  many 
of  their  idols.  In  another  yrar  their  number  had 
increased  to  seventv,  and  it  uas  these,  at  a  meeting 
to  consider  the  straits  t..  which  tlu-ir  Prophet  was 
reduc.d,  who  were  unanimous  in  a  resolution  to  bring 
him  to  ^'.-dina. 

Run    airs  of  the    Flight   spread   in    Mecca,   and  a 
faint  idea  smuis  to  have  occurred  to  the  city  leaders 
of   what   it   miylit    nu-an   for  iMohamin.-t  and  all   his 
followers  to  set  u[)  a  community  in  the  rival  town. 
They    tried   persuasion    with    the   most    important   of 
their  fellow-citizens  who  were  known  to  be  amongst 
the    converts,    but    tiieir   action    was    feeble    and    in- 
etlective.      In    small    groups   these   persecuted   people 
stole    awav,     to    be     n-ceived    with     open    arms    at 
Medina,    where,   with   apostolic   fervour,   the   Helpers 
held   their   possessions   in   common    with    their    new- 
found brethren. 

Almost    the    last    to    join    the     Flight    was    the 
I'rophei    himself,    \\ho    long    stood   out    against    the 
advice  of  Abu    Bakr  to  trust  all  to  the  faithfulness 
of  thcjse  who  offered  to  shelter  and  protect  him.     It 
was  only  when  the  news  of  his  projected  assassination 
reached   him   that   he  consented   to  depart;  and   not 
before  the  hue  and  cry  had  been  starteil  by  the  com- 
mittee of  C(nvards,  a  memb.-r  of  each  tribe,  who  had 
planned    to    murder    him    in    com.ri.    a-,    a    wav    ot 
escaping   the   tribal   ((juseijuences.      He   dodged    the 
assassins,    and   laughed  at    their  offer,   as   a    reward 
for    his    capture,   of    a    hundred    camels,    from    his 
hiding-place    in    the    security    of    the   Cave,    as    it    is 
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alwavs  call.d.  in  M(-iint  Kawr.  to  tin-  soulli  ut  Mfcca. 
In  a  bcrintiful  passatri'  In-  attf-ruards  rt-cordt-d  liow— 
"(Ind  ..ssisUd  liim  formerly,   when   the  iinbehevers 
drove    him    torth    <n;t    ot    Ml<<  a.    in    company    uith    a 
se<')n.:   only   (Abu    I^akr).   when   they   w.re  both   in   the 
ca\e;   when  he   said   unto  his  (ompanion,    '  He   not   dis- 
tressed;  verilv   (;<)d   is  willi   us."     And  dod   sent  down 
Mis   tranquilhlN    upon   hiiu,    and   stn-m^theiud   him   with 
armies  ol   antjels,   whutn  >e  saw  not."* 
l'>y     an     aw  till     jouriifv     llinnigli     lliree     liundrcd 
miics   of    dreari.-st    desert,    with    dark    ravines   at    in- 
tervals, and  in   s.  .nie  jiarts  sK.ny  wastes.   Moliainmet 
reached    Medina,    exhausted,    and    nervously    apprc- 
hensixe.      iMndinu     his    converls    faithful,     he    soon 
rej;ained     his    strent^tli,   and    l)ei:an    to  examine   his 
position   with   the  eye  of  a  (ouncillor  and   ruler.     So 
successful   was   he   in    this   role   that    in   a   sfu.rt   time 
he  was  accorded  a  veneration  e.xcellint^  that  of  many 
monarchs. 

But  if  he  suffered  the  atlulation  of  liis  court,  lie 
resisted  everv  temptation  to  material  display,  con- 
stantly exlu.rting  his  folhjwers  against  arrogance  of 
manner  and  aggrandisement,  whether  in  the  matter 
o{  personal  adornment  or  in  the  buildings  they 
erected  for  either  sacred  or  secular  use.  If  he  was 
a  charlatan,  his  end  was  not  private  gain.  f(jr  in 
all  thines  he  shared  the  lot  of  his  followers;  antl 
when  "stated  alms"  were  added  as  a  part  of  the 
religious  ohserv.ince  of  Islam,  he  refused  to  use  them 
for  his  own  need.>,  and  torbade  any  member  of  his 
family  to  profit  by  them.  He  claimed  to  be  a  "plain 
Warner,"  "no  more  than  an  apostle." 

To  the  end  of  his  life  M<jhammet  was  poor,  dving 
in  debt,  a  Jew  holding  his  cuirass  in  pawn. 

*   Sura   ix,   41'. 
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Manv  are  the  frugal  maxims  of  the  Koran,  and 
on  every  page  his  gospel  is  to  the  poor  and  meek, 
with  counsel  to  the  mighty  ones  of  the  earth  as  to 
tlieir  special  faults  and  tempt;. tioiis  which  stand  be- 
tween  them   and  (t.-rnal   happiness. 

And  it  Mohamm.-t  taught  his  people  these  many 
virtues,  he  also  practi-^ed  them:  he  showed  meek- 
ness and  clemency,  he  was  courteous  and  kind  and 
forciving.  He  was  not  soft  witti  himself,  i)Ut  dealt 
out  blame  when  his  conscieme  accused  him  of  any 
failing  from  his  standard,  asking  pardon  ior  slights 
to  his  fellow-men.  or  even  to  an  importunate  l)egga -, 
and  craving  of  Clod  forgiveness  for  his  sins.  'e 
brought  to  his  sovereign  rule  the  same  probity  .n 
keeping  his  engagements  as  had  distinguished  him 
in   his  simpler  days. 

Only  once  in  the   Koran,    in   spite  of  much   pro- 
vocation from  those  who  taunted  him  and  those  who 
(ontemned.  did  this  man  born  of  a  tierce  rare  betray 
ungoverned   anger;    when    a    man    practically    called 
him  a  liar  and  accused  him  of  trying  to  foist  on  his 
countrymen  mere  "fables  of  the  ancients."  his  self- 
control  gave  way,  and  with  it  his  sense  of  humour, 
for  he  descended  to  vulgar  abuse,  even  to  the  street 
boy's  formula  of  "punching  his  enemy's  beak,"  which 
Sale   so   deliciously    translates,    "We   will    stigmatise 
him   on    the   nos.-."*     Th-Tr   is,    however,   a   verse  of 
vulgar  threats  to  the  Jews  rather  sugg»'Stive  of  White- 
chapel  in  Sura  iv,  50. 

After  the  Flight  there  is  a  great  change  in  the 
general  tone  of  the  Koran.  Til!  then  a  voice  had 
been  crying  in  the  wilderness.  With  pontic  fervour 
the  Proph<-t  had  called  ni.-n  to  repentance  and  the 
worship   of    the    One    Cod.    the    Compassionate,  the 

'    Sura   lx%iii,    l6. 
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M.rnful.  Wiih  impassioned  eloquence  h.  uarned 
„„.n  of  th.-  XV...-  and  punishmrnt.  awaiting  tli-.v  wm 
p,.rs,sU'd  in  uH  k.-dness,  uhilr  pn.mis.n^  t..  the  '  u.-H- 
d.„.rs"  .sev.-n  lu-avens  ..f  d.-liKt>t.  U-.alu^ii  t-.  I'aradise 
and  the  'rhn.nc  of  (iod. 

In   tlie    first    tiftv    Suras  of   tli.-    Koran    this   man 
seems  U.  b.-  .on.rrm'd  on!\   to  .  all  men  to  turn  from 
the    uorks   ..f    th.'    n.'sh    and   t..   .  ultivatr    ttu-    Iru.ts 
of  the  Spirit,      l.iterallv  li.-  .ried  out,   uiih  tlaslies  of 
proph.'tic  insi-hi.  at^'amst  idolatrv,  u  it.  h.ratt.  hatred, 
variance,  .-mulation.  urath.  strif.-.  envyinirs,  murders, 
drunkenn.-ss,  rev.-liin^'s.  and  su,  h  like,  as  canrellin^^ 
the  inheritan..-  of  the  Kin.i^dom  <.t  ("...d,  and  p..inted 
these  violent   and  barbarous  p.-ople  to  the  peaceable 
fruits    of    ri.uliteousness  -  ti.   av.iid    vain    disputes,    t.. 
feed   the   p.'...r,    to   protr,  t    the   ori.han.    to  i^uide   th.- 
erring,   to   put   a   true   value   upon    u.-alth.   to  refrain 
from' l)aekl)iting.   to  b.-   sin.cU-h.arted   in    prayer,   t.) 
be  warned  bv  those  "uho  mak.-  a  show  <a  d.-v<.tion 
but    refuse    to   h.-lp   th.-    needv,-"    to    vield   as.M-nt    to 
the    pood,    to   be    trutliful.    "to    ransom    tlu-    captive, 
and  to  f.-ed  in  the  dav  of  tamin.-  the  ori)han  who  is 
near  of  kin.  or  th.-  l^.'or  that  li-th  in  tlu    dust.' f   to 
be  steadfast  and   truthful,    to   pive   measure  xMthout 
stint,  to  be  tru.-  t.>  trusts  and  en-a^.-m.-nts.  and  to 
witness    uprii;htlv.    to    r.-frain    from    arrogance,    and 
abovr  all    thm-s.    to    trust    i;:    Allah    and   submit   m 

His  uill.  ,        ,  , 

•rins  was  th.-  messat^e  of  the  early  days  ot 
Mohammet,  and  to  mv  mind  it  is  this  inspiration 
which  is  th.-  true  marvel  of  his  whole  life. 

(Jut  of  this  iiiolatrous  race,  to  whom  we  are 
assured  no  previous  revelation  of  spiritual  truth  had 
been    piveu,    this    one    man    is    raised.      "We    have 

«   Sura   cvii.   I,    7-  *    ^'"■•'   ''^■-    '■3-    '"'•    ' -'' 
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pivrn  thfin  no  1kh)1ss  (,f  Mrii)tun'  wht-n-in  to  t-xcrnsf 
ihrmselvcs,  nor  havt-  wt-  st-nt  unto  tht-m  any  warn.T 
before  xhci\"*  l-'vn  i"  their  Taiwan  rites  tluy  (-u.ld 
only  say  tliai  tluy  tnllowctl  tlie  (  iistonis  of  tlieir 
fathers. 

Tliese  are  llie  conditions  we  imist  keep  m  numl 
if  ue  would  estimate  the  i)la( c  of  Mohaiiiinet  as  a 
true   Prophet  of  the  <  )ne  (.od. 

Alas!  tiial  when  th.-  inne  came,  as  it  nlw.iys  has 
come  to  those  who  are  sent  to  kindle  and  liold  up 
a  ht:ht  of  guidance  for  mankind,  "to  Ix-  tempted  ot 
the  devil"  with  the  whisper.  "All  these  limits  will 
I  pive  lh<-e  it  thoii  wilt  fall  down  and  worship  me." 
the  l'".\il  One  j,'ained  .mother  victorv  o\er  the  powers 
of  hp^ht. 

With  security  and  prowini:  power  at  Meilina, 
M<-hammet's  kinjzdom  hec.-ime  largely  of  t!iis  world, 
and  there  was  consequent  defeneration  in  his  mes- 
sage, as  in  his  whole  life.  Much  of  the  poetry  of 
the  Koran  vanishes,  thoUi,di  its  form  is  retained. 
Fervour  for  sinL:le-minded  goodness  and  the  worship 
of  God,  and  a  deep  appre(  iati<)n  of  the  beauty  of 
the  natural  world,  -vhich  were  rare  if  not  unique  as 
lie   first   conceived   them-   diese  are   we.ikened. 

'ihe  adnionishe,-,  the  humble  te.icher.  the  reason- 
able persuader,  the  :r,;in  of  i)eace,  who  would  ti.uht 
onlv  for  di-fence.  becomes  the  legislator  and  the 
dictator.  'Ihe  .'iLT^ressive  sw<jrd  succeeds  the  pc-r- 
suasive  pen,  prose  takes  tlie  place  <.f  poetry,  an 
ii^norant  plaj^^iarism  of  .Arabian  li-^e'u!  and  (.  hristian 
and  Jewish  storv  is  jLjneii  in  his  own  ini'oniparal)le 
manner,  however— ins'e,-id  of  those  first  deliverances 
of  such  potential  fre.^hnes.-.  and  force  as  e\entually 
*   Sur.i    x.'iL.x.iv,   43. 
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world  of   i.hilov.i.l.v   ami   hu-rMuu-.' 

u\J   -n    tlH-    .-arlv    .lav>    ot    .1-     ....,l.m.-nt    at 
M,.,luKi  that   Mohamtn.t  ,,rrt.-.  nd  .1.-  ^'•■^■"l;  ; '[^ '"^ 
religious    s\stcMi. 
simple   plart-   \Mtii    a    \.rv 


hiiill, 


bv  palm   trunk-,  and  v.itii  a  iiui« 


to  prayer 

the  town  in  the^-  ear'.v  (la\s 


If    tir-t     moN(|nr    \\a>> 
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1    tlnor.        I  lie    jirol'er 
hoJrs.,fp.a^er.ere.i^ed.oraU,lme    andlie.a 

,nu  Hilal's  tme  %oi<e  muM  have  llirillMl 
was  in-titiUed.  Soolli- 
s;u-ers  wli..lHlda  i:reat  suav  over  the  people,  were 
forbidden,  and  u,  a  -hort  ..me  this  man  who  had 
crept  into  the  town  as  a  f-mitive  was  bv  n.mm.jn 
consent  made  sole  authontv  over  tnbal  and  indi- 
vidual ri^dits. 

Khad.iah    beinc    dead.     Mohammet    tor    tlie    hrs 
t,me    started    a    re^-nlar    ha^.n.    uhuh    he    ,nrr..is... 
untd    lie    possessed    as    manv    as   nine    wives        >b>^ 
writers    lia\e   seen    m    this    iiothini:    but    eviden.e   <,t 
rross  passion;  but  (  uriouslv  enou.^h  tlie  most  severe 
of  modern  <  rilus  of  his  lite  ,.Hers.  <  ..n,  ern.n.<:   uhat 
Carlvle  in  his  bme  ;,poloi:y  -alls  "th.-  sorest  -.hapter 
of  ail   for   us.-  ..n   explanation   less  .lama.mnp  to  t he 
Froph.-t's  elnrarter   than   ha<l   been   previously   hel.l. 
"Several  of  ti.s  alliaiues  were  political   in  character, 
the  Prophet  beinu  anxious  to  bind  his  rhiel  followers 
more  and  more  closelv  to  him-'lf.     'n.is  was  doubt- 
less  his  object    in    marrvini:   the   dau^^hlers   of    Abu 
liakr  and   Omar:    while   a   politi.al    niotne   ot   a   dit- 
fprent    sort    is  to   be   h.und   in    his  alliances   with   the 
daui:hters  of  political  oppiMieiUs  anil  fallen  .•neinies. 

•Som-    .riti.s    .ond.n.n    ih--    P'pf t,ti<,Pv    ,.f    tl,-    IvTan,    hu.    rho.r 
,t    fir-t    h:n..l    <A    Hi'     l'.i-!-ni    niin.i    uf,'].  rvi.,,.,! 
l-:v.  n   ill   th.    !•  til  r«    I    t;-  t   to-il.iv 
ihf    nvanin^    I'f    a 


who   kiiiuK-    .iintliiiii,'    ■'! 

lu.w   it    is   iinpr.— ol   I'V   r-  y  :iii-ii 

from     Arab    fri^ 'M-     1     tiri    lh..t     lo    arc.  ntu.it. 
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The  riin.nruirr  art-  t-xplaintd  hv  Ins  ••xtmiu-  anxirty 
ti)  tiavf  a  Min,  and  tlicrrhv  rsi  apt-  a  rt-pn'aili  tn 
v.liKli  he  was  kccnlv  st-nsitn  e."  *  lO  be  s<inli">'>  is, 
to  an  Arab,  In  be  uitlioiit  hutiniir  in  ihr  land,  un- 
wdithv    (■!     rt-spti  t,   and    t<»    !)»■    untollowfcl    in    iln- 

lilt"  tir->I  tri'ublf  he  had  in  Mcdin.i  was  troni 
the  Jcw^,  uhnni  he  had  at  hi>t  hnprd  to  (omibntf 
bv  nici'tin^'  their  \itu.s  in  .such  niattt-rs  as  thf  mndf 
of  killint;  nit'at  and  absiincnct'  Imni  pnrk.  I  hi-  farl\ 
[>ravfrs  <,{  Ishim  had  \n'^^n  s;.id  wilh  l.i(<s  inrm-d 
tdwards  (••riij,a!fm.  Mut  the  Jt-v. «,  ncvt-r  did  anv- 
thin^  bill  prevaricate  and  tenipni  i^c,  ntten  dmn;.: 
hp-servi(e  while  thev  were  wnrkinL;  subtly  t<)  under- 
mine tile  IVophei's  position.  No  <  onfidence  (oiild 
ever  lie  establisheij  between  the  two  peoples.  .Mo- 
hamniet  was  irritated  to  the  quick  when,  with  their 
superior  knowledt,'**  of  the  Bible,  the  Jews  [)roiii;ht 
to  lit:ht  his  ipnoranre  of  it.  Atui  when  ,it  last  he 
found  |ewish  p!<jts  to  murder  fiini,  all  though-  ot 
romi^romise  was  driven  out  bv  bitter  hatred.  i-^ 

an  easv  ste[)  now  which  led  'o  Mohnmmet's  wi  .ed 
resolution  to  rid  himself  bv  exterminati<-n  of  toes 
who,  while  thev  lacked  the  courage  et7e(ti\ely  to 
oppose,   were  \'et   willint;  to  sneer  antl  a),'^'ravate. 
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There  is  no  occasion  to  elaborate  the  history  of 
Islam  and  its  Prophet  from  this  point.  One  thint; 
is  of  especial  interest,  the  cfrowth  of  events  wliich 
led  to  the  use  of  the  sword.  I'p  to  this  time  there 
is  not  a  single  word  in  the  Ixriran  wtiuh  succ^'sf; 
that  it  was  ever  in  the  Prophet's  mind  to  ■■-tatilish 
an  empire  bv  vi(j|ent  and  aggressive  concjiust  to 
enforce  his  tenets.  If  he  liad  succeede'.l  at  Mecca, 
*   "  Mohammf-d,"  hv    D.    S.    Margoiinuth. 
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pnssil.lv     Ml.  h    .ill    ul.a    ntv.r    uould    li.t\'-    -nurrrd 
III    iiuu. 

••  Inviir   inrn   'n   the   \v;.y   ol    iHn    l.onl   uith   wi^dnm 

..,,,,1    with    ktn.lK     u.irnm«:    (hsputr    vMth    thim    in    th. 

k.n.i.st  in.innfr:  th^    l.-.r.i  l.uM.v.th  hi-M  ihnsc  wlm  haM- 

str,i}i'(l   iioin   Hi--  v"'.') 

llun^.T    I-  .1   M.-rn    inr.-l'-r.      Aii-i    .t   (''v^    nimiths 
.,1    M.dnia   tlir  strain   nn    llu'   lI.-Ip.T^   in    ls.-<'pin^    >«• 
m.-niy    ni.n    .l.tadi.d    trum    ih.-ir   nnlniai>    v.'-rk    uas 
uituhTahl.-.      lii-  I'ln.li  nl    luiMK'T  Mini  tli.'  lU^^r^ir 
,,f  nak.dn.-s  l.r^an  t..  i)n-ss  iip,.n  thf  n-tii^»rs,  ulio, 
,n  -iMtf  ..t   tlirir  wiliin-n.-s  t,,  u..ik  at  ni.iiial   ta-Ks 
uriv   vri    imal.l.-  to  'aril   a   bar.-   siih-i-tni.  .•.      What 
a  lii^lit   11  throus  on  tin-  .lcl>'l>^  "'  pri^    ''""  '"  ^'•ti"''' 
nil   tills  hand  .•!   .nlliuMast^  lia\.-  Mink,   tn  r.ail   lliat 
Ml.   Ill,-   I'l.. pint's  -..n-m-lau.  was  paid  for  rarryin^' 
watrr  al   lli.'  rate  nl   a  date  a  jourm->  .  and  that  \vli.-n 
,,,    i,..„i    ,,.,,,u-d    s,xtrrn    datrs    llr    shar.-d    tll.Mll     Willi 
Mohainnift,  \\li<>  was  pirn  lif(l  with  luinL:<T. 

Tv.o  <(.nspi(U..ns  in>tan,f.  nf  i^iKrranrt-  of  com. 
in..n  lliini,'s  stand  <uit  m  the  I'roplut's  .  Irv.-r  liff. 
and  our  nt  thrsr  almost  (niiiphifd  tin-  starvation  o 
l,i^  p-oph'  ai  tlii>  tinir.  l!r  forbad.-  thr  artituial 
f.M-nlisalion  ol  tlir  dat.-.  for  soiii.-  n-ason  unknown 
(possihiv  from  Ihr  la.  k  of  kno\\l.-dc.-  of  a  Mcr.an 
in  thinus  a.un.uluiral).  and  s.,  hrout:lu  ruin  on  th<- 
year's  ,Top.  His  oihfr  f-rror.  at  a  later  tim.-.  forbad.- 
thf  adjustni.ni  of  thf  Arab  lunar  CaU-ndar  «'a.h 
vear,  so  that  ili.-  twflvf  lunar  months  lost  all  relation 
fo  the  seasons,  to  thr  perpl.^xitv  of  all  Mohammrdans 
to  this  dav. 

In    all    til.'  fxtrcmiti.'s   des.  rib.-d.   the   jews   drove 
home  ever\   advantaj,'.-  of  the  pawnbroker  and  usurer. 

•   Sur  I   \\i,    I-'*'- 
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naiiniirii;  ilirir  i.un  opiilrncr.  It  anything  tould 
rv.fcti  the  tiatrctl  i>f  tin-  Mnslrni>  fur  tin-  proplc  ot 
M.-.ia.  it  ua>.  ilw  Ii.ili-  tlii-v  ft!t  for  tlir  J«"\v>. 

And  p,i--t  tlir  (|i«)iN  Mt  in. 11  ilt->p<  raif  uith  priva- 
tions ri(  !i  (  aravans  uirc  i.unlarh  pa-^><ini:  \\i<'' 
innMirrs  from  tin-  tiortli  for  tin-  (  ili/i-iis  of  Mtcra. 
or  ^^old  nrui  prodiK  f  fnnu  iIm-  <'ify  to  |»av  for  further 
supplies.  \Vliat  a  tempt.iiH  a>  to  Aral)  tlesh  and 
Mood  to  lake  MMcaiKe,  and  at  the  sanir  tinie  lo 
snppl\-  tli<ise  hixlilv  needs  \\hnli  \\<aild  not  he  ^ain- 
saitf.  'I  iiev  had  ai.;reed  in  their  first  davs  at  Medina 
l)v  solemn  <"o\enant  to  pre.  hide  the  Me. cans  tr.nn 
all  friendlv  relaiions;  n  was  a  sliort  step  to  t:ive 
tlu-m  a  taste  uf  a(ti\e  resentment  for  the  sulferinijs 
thev  were  responsible  for.  lO  (onvince  the  mo>t 
pious,  who  li\ed  l)\  the  Isoran,  the  sacred  hool<  was 
deliaseil   hv   a    new    re\elation  : 

"A  saiirtioii  is  ^i\(n  tn  those  uho,  hc.auso  they 
li.iM-  h.-en  uniiistK  i)ersf<  iited.  fiave  taki'ii  up  nrms. 
And  \i  riK  (iod  is  well  ahle  tn  sue*  nir  them  : 
Thnsc  \^hi>  h.iv.'  been  <lri\en  h)rth  trom  their  h.)mes 
u  ri>ntrfiill\ ,  (iiilv  h(  -ause  fhe\  sa\,  'Our  Lord  is  the 
(iod.'  ...  If  (iod  did  not  repel  tin  \i()len(c  ol  sunir 
men  In  others,  \.ri!\  rn.inasteri. -.,  and  .Ininhis,  and 
•ivnaqo^ucs,  and  the  nK)Sf|iies  of  'he  Moslems,  uherrin 
the  Name  of  (iod  is  ever  . ommcniorated,  would  surely 
be  deinolished. "  ' 


.\  plausihlf  and  ninnintdv  devised  message,  the 
threefold  object  of  uhiih  is  r)h\  ions.  The  virus 
worked  in  the  Ar.ih  hU^od ;  the  knee  was  bent  to 
Final;  thev  deterniineri  to  livr'  hv  the  sword,  and  by 
tlu'  swortl  that  ilav  perished  their  hij^diest  ideal. 

Poor   siicress    attended    tlie    first    raids    upon    the 
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Mecran  caravan^.  T<.  <  <  vrr  a  further  fall  m  thf 
„,nral  vtaiulard.  tin-  Pn.plnt  u'.rk<d  lumM-lt  up  into  a 
fr.'sh  furv  acainst  llir  Mr.rans.  lb--  \Nlnlr  In-  ...ntrm- 
plat.'d  tlH-  .lixl>..n.nir  n\  v  nclin^;  an  annrd  tora- 
.Uainst  a  caravan  ^^huh  ]„■  1m  arcl  had  s.-t  out  in  the 
,mm.Miur>al    lauh.    and    uitlinut   arin^.    mi    tl.f   sacn-d 

month  I  1  1      i  ■ 

It  Mohair.m.-t  had  no  ronsricno-  to  tn.u!)!.-  him 
ov.T  this  misd.-rd  cvid.n.r  s.mis  l-.  su-u-t  that 
h,.  was  thon.u-hlv  asham<'d  the  jc-%vs  usrd  all  th.-ir 
v.-nnm..n.s  .|ualitH-s  to  Mini:  him.  To  .as.-  the  smart 
hv  .hanirrd  thr  pravpr  dinriam,  with  thr  Arab  insult 
„f  turning  th.-  hn-k  t<.  jcru'-al.m.  v.hi.h  broucht 
th,'  ian-s  nf  thr  devout  toward-  the  M.c.  an  t.Muplf- 
Kamadhan  hr  subMitutrd  h-r  th.-  fast  of  the  Hav  ..t 
Aton.m.mt;  I"ridav  In-  madr  thr  sacred  dav,  for  no 
reason  but  that  it  uns  not  Saturdav.  In  no  one 
thin.^  v,er<-  the  .\rab>  to  .-..in-  the  jews,  Mohammet 
even  shav.'d  his  head  so  as  to  eiTect  a-  ^reat  a  c  han;:e 
as  possible  from  Ids  previo.us  Jev.-ish  stvle  of  v.^'armK' 

his  liair.  .      ,       ,      , 

Of  these  sli.uhts,  the  turnini:  of  the  bark  on 
Jerusalem  was  tin-  mo-t  keenlv  feU,  an.i  the  J.-ws 
\rn  thev  realised  iiow  this  hatred  would 
hvU.vr  thev  had  jibed.  Their 
("rinKint;  "nlv  stren.ulhened  th.-  il.ep  resolv  i.,  destroy 
them   when   lh<'   dav   (-ame. 

The  Sura  called  "The  Cow."  a  marvellou.s  pro- 
duction <.t  a  pacnn  mind,  allhouch  m.  larkint,'  in 
,!„■  exalted  qualiti.-^  <'f  the  earlier  mr^-aues,  accen- 
tuated the  hatred  lor  the  pcpl.-  of  Mecca.  Ominous 
were  the  words  "Civil  strife  i-  worse  than  blood- 
shrd":  hut  with  black  thoupht^  in  his  mmd,  which 
soon  were  to  make  carnaire  and  assassinatum  pos- 
hle    this  marvellous  man   was  able  t.>  construct  in 
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this  .Sura  what  u.is  practHallv  a  cocIl-  ut  laws  i>y 
winch  ins  k)ll<j\\ers  have  i-mt  snice  In-t-n  ruU'd.  At 
time-,  he  brt-aks  away  from  the  prosaic  ulttTatu  rs  111 
tli^Miis  ot  thf  must  L'xahfd  praise  of  "the  h\itit;,  the 
eternal  CkxI."  In  a  few  words,  too,  lie  establi>hed 
what,  to  people  of  the  I'^ast  especially,  is  the  inestim- 
able blessing  of  abstinence  troin  mtoxitants,  and  he 
abolished  f^ambling  and  usnry. 

Ihc  peo()le  of  Mecca  sent  out  trooi)s  to  avenge 
the  t^atherinp  misdeeds  ot  the  tut,Mtives.  m  such 
numbers  that  it  is  clear  they  contemplated  making 
an   end  of   them. 

Mohammet  had  secret  warmiii;  ;  organised  his 
forces,  spoke  eloquently  to  them  of  tlieir  gnevaiues, 
and  alluringlv  of  ct —ning  spoils  -to  the  .\ral:)s  a 
magic  word — and  marched  out  to  meet  the  foe.  .\t 
the  age  of  lifiv-lhr>-f  he  proved  himself  a  great  com- 
mander bv  gaining  th<'  \i' lory  of  Uadr,  the  battle 
which   was  of  such   imnuiise   importance  to  him. 

The  men  of  Medina,  ov»;r  whom  he  had  reigned 
so  short  a  lime,  marched  to  tlie  field  a  disciplined  and 
well-ordered  army.  1  he  very  e.xerci.ses  ot  daily 
praver  in  which  thev  had  followed  tiim  had  drilled 
them  in  precision  (to  fall  out  of  line  in  concerted 
pra\er  is  to  incur  divine  punishment^  while  they 
prof.ted  bv  the  mere  bodily  movements  ot  (.levotion. 

The  autocrat  with  genius  is  the  perfect  c(»in- 
mantier.  L'nder  such  a  leader,  when  men  are 
iiL;hting  not  only  for  lite,  but  for  their  hiith,  and 
lliey  hear  the  impassioned  prayers  of  their  com- 
mander to  thtrir  (iod,  who  has  first  ri-veau-d  speciallv 
to  them  a  promise  of  help,  victory  over  troo()S  lack- 
ing all   these  things  is  certain. 

The  Meccans  were  a  disjointed  li<irde.  without 
lead<•r-^!llp,  disciphm-,  or  an\'  sort  ot  (jui(  i^eiiing  laith. 
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Willi.-  111.'  mt-n  i>i  l^lam  sl.-pt  during  lli.-  night 
with  'Slf.tp,  a  smn  of  siHUiiiy  tn.m  Him.  tallen 
„p..ii  thcni."  their  (•n.-inv  a-itali'd  ;.-m>.-lvfS  v.itli 
.,uarn-ls  and  ft-ars.  Wlnl.'  tlu-s.,-  approatht-d  the 
i.attk-  with  tin-  dread  <.l  d.-atii  h.-trnv  tlieni,  tlu-  men 
ol  Islam,  so  sinc.-r.-  wa>  th.-ir  taith.  r.-garded  death 
on  Mu  h  a  dav  as  more  to  be  d.-ired  than  VKtory. 

Tiie.  was  (  all.-il  tlu-  Dav  ol  D.-lixeiaiue.  In  the 
march  touard>  th.'  Kmu'dnni  <il  tln>  \V..rld  it  uas 
right'y  named.  But  it  v.  as  in  truth  a  dav  .-1  bondage, 
for  the  first  generous  pavmeiit  made  bv  the  tempter 
on  that  dav  sealed  the  enslavement.  It  now  appeared 
that  (iod  was  on  the  side  of  th.  sword;  spoils  were 
His  reward;  the  m-  -rh  tlirough  blood  over  the  whole 
earth  was  m  realitv  now  begun.  Well  might  the 
Sung  of  \'i(:tory»  l)e  (ailed  "'I  he  Spo.N."  It  is  a 
dreary  psalm  that  has  booty  for  its  theme  am!  sings 
thf  praise  of  "(litd  luul   Ili^   Apostle." 

Wealth  and  jiower  were  now    m  the  hand>  of  the 
refugees  and  their  friends,   and  almost  the  first  use 
thev   made  of  their  str.-ngth   ua-    to  haras>  the  jews 
unt'il  thev  preferr<-d  to  leave  the  dtv   with  their  bare 
lives,   while   their   goodlv    po^se^M.m^  were   r(  garded 
bv    the    Prooliet    as    further     spoilN     of     war.      1  he 
Moslems    appropriat<-d    the    h.niM'S    and    i^roperty   <.t 
seven    hundred   of    the    wealthiest    men   of   the   town, 
who  were  driven  away,    possiblv   to  perish. ^^   At  this 
lime  critics  of    Mohammet   were  "r.'moved."   a   word 
from  the  sovereiun  beini:  MitTuient  for  the  sv.ophant 
who  alwavs  is  h-und  listening   tor  ^ueli   suggestions 
Irom     ulers  capable  of   m.-ilung  iliem.      And   turther 
caravan  raiding  add'd  to  the  growing  wealth  of  the 

comm  unity. 

'Ihere  was  ,.ne  set-ba<  k  :   the  defeat  of  riuid:  but 
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altliuui,^h  11  l.M.k.-d  seriuus  at  thf  tinu-.  it  was  of  little 
inument  in  the  lii^tury  of  Islam  at  Medina.     It  drew 
furth  I'le  Sura  "  Iinran,"  another  \veari^,t>iiu-  harangue, 
alternalelv   tiirealenin^r   and   llatterinL,'   the    Pn)i>het's 
tnlhiU.TS.    i.bullini:  all  rntn  i.Mii   of  hi^  own   pari   in 
the  failure,   and  hoa.stinu  of   prexious  suKe.->.       1  Ik- 
(;od  who  sent  an,i,'eU  to  their  aid  at  Badr  had  e(j     illy 
trood    intentions    in    alternating'    "davs    ot    siucesses 
and  reverst.'b."     I'roin  which  it  will  be  seen,  what  every 
observer  of  modern   prophets  must   be  coininted  ot, 
that    it    is    impossible    at    any    jx.int    to    queiK  h    the 
eu;()tism  of  such    nu-n. 

It  uas  while  he  v.as  uaitint;  to  redeem  this  failure 
that  he  attacked  tiu-  Jews  of  Nailir.  three  miles  from 
Medina,  drove  them  oi;t  from  their  fortitied  pt)silion, 
and  took  pi  ^session  ot  their  projirrtv  and  lands. 
To  K.ver  this  .act,  another  dreary  Sura  was  written, 
in    which   the  Jews  are  .ictiised  ot   cow.arihce. 
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"  Thev  will  not  tii,'ln  .iL'ainst  ;>  ou  'n  a  hmly  except 
in  fenced  towns  or  trom  behind  walls.  Mii^hty  is 
th(  ir  valour  .anion-  themselves  !  'Iliou  thinkest  them 
united,   hut  tlieir  hearts   are  dwideii.'"* 


Naiurallv  these  raids  roused  the  Jews  of  other 
tribes,  and  an  attempt  at  combination  was  made;  a 
Ireatv  was  settl-d  with  the  Mecr.ans  within  the 
(urtains  of  the  Kaaba,  in  which  the  parties  bound 
themsehes  to  oppose  Mohammet.  He  was  specially 
enratrt'tl  to  hear  that  Jew  and  idolater  had  joined 
forces,  and.  fearing  the  result,  he  took  the  advice 
of  Salman  the  Persian,  who  had  been  a  slave  at 
.Medina,  and  dut;  the  famous  trench  about  which 
so  nuiih  is  written  in  the  Traditions  ot  Islam.     Some 
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of  his  men  disliked  mkIi  .'i-  fxpt'difnt  for  dctciut*, 
tlimkiii^  It  uiuuirtliv  <A  lightiiiL,'  n-.t'ii.  Hut  the 
I'roijliit,  who  ua>  in  all  tliiiit;s  praciiral,  and  never 
hdund  l)v  j)rf<(>n(eivi-d  nutions,  himself  took  a 
pK  k-axe  and  made  a  start  with  the  trench.  Three 
thousand  men  uorke(J  <  i 'luinuouslv  at  it  in  three 
relavs.  Stj  tiiat  wjieri  the  combined  armies  came 
upon  the  citv  ihev  found  tlieir  ad\ance  effectively 
checked.  Secure  behind  tlie  trench,  the  men  of  Islam 
Would  not  L,M\e  fi^lu  to  the  mij,ditv  force  outside 
except  to  I  heck  the  feeble  and  unsupported  attempts 
that   were   matle   lo  cr«.ss   it. 

.Mohammei  oued  mu(  h  at  diftereiit  times  in  his 
life  to  till'  faithfulness,  the  courage,  the  cleverness 
of  men  wlu)  were  or  had  been  slaves.  In  this  matter 
of  the  trench  he  owed  to  anotlier  slave  the  means 
ut  resistance  to  an  arnu  strong  enouj:;h  to  anni- 
hilate all  the  fon  e  of  Islam;  for  it  was  this  device 
which  ruined  what  pro\ed  to  be  the  last  and  most 
promising  chance  <jf  his  enemies  to  destrov  him.  Xo 
wonder  that  he-  made  it  a  chief  merit  in  a  Moslem 
to  set  free  his  slaves,  ahii  ordered  that  they  sliould 
be  treated  with  ever\  kindness  and  consideration  as 
brothers   in    the    faith. 

When  the  Mecrans  returned  home,  defeated  at 
every  j:)oint,  Mohammet  did  not  rest  until  he  had 
destroved  the  Jew^  of  Kurai/ah,  who  had  joined 
them.  Sa'd  ben  Mu'ahd  was  sent  t(j  punish  them. 
The  men  were  decapitated,  their  i,'oods  sei/ed,  .and 
the  women  aiul  chilch"en  enslaved. 

All  the  forces  that  se>k  the  shelter  of  victorious 
battalions  now  rallied  to  the  increase  of  Islam,  and 
for  a  venr  expeditions  were  constantlv  sent  out  which 
di'monstrated  in  all  directions  that  it  was  a  wise 
ihini;  to  make  terms  with  this  ever-growing  power. 
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'I'Ir-  (lualilifs  of  Molhimiiu't  ah  a  ruU-r  uort;  si-vert-ly 
tc>lfd  bv  micrnal  >tritt-  bctui-eii  iht-  Helpi-rs  and  the 
Kciugecs.  'I'lie  divisw  n  uf  buuty.  ur.  in  civilised 
times,  of  le^^acy,  i>  aluays  the  niost  fruitful  sourre 
(.t  faiiiiU  division;  but  the  l'ro[)tiet's  skili  was  fully 
e(jua!  to  nil  the  \aiied  drinaiKU  that  test  a  ruier. 
One  dav  the  disputants  would  lu-ne  fallen  upi>n  each 
other  with  the  sword;  Omar  ua>,  of  course,  willini:. 
but  Mohammet  comniaiided  j)eare  and  broke  up  the 
camp  in  the  heat  of  ni  !day,  divinini,'  that  the  .s<ildiers 
in  their  fatigue  would  forj^^et  the  dispute,  with  the 
resuh  tli.i'  Omar  ai  kn<  iv.  ledged  the  ^uperlo^  mind 
uf    the    leader. 

We  have  now  reai  lud  the  \'  ir  b^S.  1  he  dream 
of  ]\K>haminet"s  life  i>  to  L;ain  his  native  town.  In 
the  Sura  of  this  tiiiif  he  see-  a  \i>ion  ot  the  dav 
when — 
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"  \'i-  sliall  surelv  enti  r  the  .-.a*  red  Mo-^ciUf.  il  (iod 
will,  in  lull  .ie<:urity,  has  iiii,'  _\i>iir  heads  sh.ived  .md 
vour  hair  cut.*  Ve  >hall  not  le.ir;  for  He  know  etli 
what  \i-  know  nut;  and  He  liath  urdauied  ytnx  busidc 
thi^  a  >i)et.dy   victory."  i' 

'The  .Meccans.  hearing  of  hi^  designs,  M-nt  him 
word  that  thev  were  deterinined  to  keep  him  outside 
their  citv.  Thev  .scorned  his  pai  itic  hints,  ;ind  dehed 
his  threats.  .A  treatv  was.  however,  made  which  did 
not  reflect  much  credit  on  >!■  lammet,  and  nearly 
lost  him  the  allegiance  of  Omar.  The  Prophet  did 
all  he  could  to  impress  Nlecca  with  his  wealth  and 
power,  and  with  the  reverence  he  still  had  lor  the 
sacred  Kaaba,  t.)  which  Islam  turned  in  praver  five 
times  a   dav;   dei  laring   that   the   d'.iresi   wish  ot    its 

*    1  he    .\I,.-!>ni   iLii>  ufl   ll-   h..:.'-   fn.ni  t\try   j)--'''   "'   ^i'*   IjuiIv. 
■•    s^irj    xKiii,   .■- 
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t.illfiv.rrs  \;;i-  to  vi-~it  a^  pi!i:riinN  tlit-   lluuse<jt   dud 
in   tht*  iiiiiiuli   I  if   (\a('f. 

Some  of  the  sl,v.ri-sit;hU'd  Mtrcans  w.t.-  sliocked 
at  thf  iiiipi.tv  nt  ki'cpinL:  men  awav  who  cirsirrd 
to  do  Iioiiour  to  (lod  and  Ili^  rfMij)!«-  Otlurs  urn- 
bf^imiini:  to  think  that  it  wa^  a  pity  that  Mfca 
>,honhl  not  ha\f  a  shair  m  thr  t;ro\\in.L:  i^l"^)'  '''ntl 
wtahh  ot  ihf  ii'W  r.h>:ion;  ih.Tc  ua;.  evt-n  an  in- 
clination to  hoa--i  that  .\iolianim«'t  ua'-  a  t  iti/t-n  of 
til'  is;  It  wa--  to  ari,'iif  ihcn)-.i-I\ cs  uiikiioun.  to  treat 
as  an  ah<n  a  man  whom  all  the  world  Sfcnird  to  hi- 
joinini;  to  vcniTatr. 

Bv  the  ticalv  till'  Moslems  were  to  he  allowed  to 
visit  Me,  ca  iieM  >ear  on  j>ilL;rimaL;e.  'I  he  Kuriash 
was  to  vacate  it  for  three  da\s,  (hiring  which 
Mohammet   michr  ii.-e  thi-   Ixaaha. 

Another  raid  on  a  ricii  [ewish  community  marked 
this  time.  Khaihar  is  a  liiiiiilred  miles  (hsiaiit  from 
Medina;  to  att.!.  k  it  was  tin-  most  aivibitious  oi 
the  raitls,  ther(  lori-,  and  in  s:,,-;ikinL:  of  the  project 
there  was  no  mention  ot  am'  object  ImU  s-pods  until 
Ali  i)ressed  lor  a  reason,  when  Mohaiiiniet  spoke  the 
words  which  were  so  fraught  with  meaning'  to  the 
future:  that  the  Moslems  must  now  tii^lit  to  extend 
their  rehLiiou  ! 

It  was  a  ri(  h  (oiiimunitv,  seitleij  on  the  edt^e  of 
a  fertile  oasis  which  the  Jews  had  lultivated  with 
industrv  antl  skill.  liie  .\bislems  met  with  more 
proloiiueti  oppo-iiion  (one  mav  wonder  why  .Mecca 
ihd  not  striise  at  Medina  wiun  the  irooi)s  were  so 
far  awa\)  than  thev  expected,  l)Ut  e\fntiially  over- 
powered the  communitv. 

The  waste  <.>{  deca|)ilatioii  liaviiii^  occurred  to  the 
Proiihet,  lie  devised  wiiat  afterwards  l)ecame  an 
important    institution,    ,L;ivini;    much    impetus    to    the 
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,ck-a  nt  th,"  cunqu.'st  o!  tli.-  uorld  hv  a  \n-u\yU-  uhu. 
l,k.'  ihr  Arabs,  whik-  uUlinK  t"  t'b'l't  ^^^'■"«-  alnavb 
anxKiii>  to  f-s.-apc  v.,,rk.  Tin-  Hvs  -it  tht-M-  J. us 
were  sav.-d.  and  their  laiul.-d  i)n.i)frty  was  not  in- 
t.'rferfd  with:  th.-v  wen-  to  ^'o  on  wiili  tli-ir  work, 
;ind  (ontrihuu-  annually  halt  their  produce.  They 
bt-eanie  a  •^uhjei  t  caMe.  and  Mohamniet  was  .-.lile  to 
take  hark  lii^  armv  intact  lor  further  warfare.  I.  avmi,' 
onlv  sueh  olliciaU  a>  were  nei.'>sai\  t-.  (olle.t  the 
impost,  and  s.-e  tliat  th.-  guarantees  to  the  protected 
comniunitv  tor  their  live>  were  respected.  I  he  spods, 
coiisisiini:  of  tile  personal  possessions  of  these  people, 
were  <<f  tremendous  value. 

So  scared  were  other  Jewish  coinniunilies  with 
the  news  ot  this  (  oncjuesl  that  tliey  sent  to  otter  the 
trii)iite  of  half  their  <rops.  It  was  .1  -pe(  loiis  plea 
that  these  thiiii^s  were  done  to  i-Meiul  the  reIii;Hin 
of  Islam,  f(jr  m  takinc  a  .oniinunity  under  its  pro- 
tection a  money  payment,  ami  not  a  reli^'ioiis  test, 
was  sought,  while  at  the  same  time  the  excuse  was 
tlioui,dit  ^ood  enouu'h  to  warrant  an  atta(  k  by  Islam 
in   any   (pinrter. 

Tli;:    "real   e>tate  "   and    "  personalt\  "   of    Islam 
l)ein^    now    of    threat    value,    it    is    little    wonder    that 
.Muhammet    bei^an    to    have    thouuhls    of    world-(<>n- 
(luest,   which   he   initiated   by   letters   to   siuli   torei^Mi 
rulers  as  he  knew  of,  callini;  upon   the  whole  world 
to    adopt    his    teaching'.      By    some    the    letters    were 
ignored,  while  others-   notably  the  Kiul;  ot    Persia 
were  enrageil  by  the  impertinence.     One  of  the  rulers 
of    Egvpt    sent    presents,    howe\er,    and   the    smaller 
(hiefs  of  Arabia  temporised,   knowm-:  doubtless  that 
any  man  stroni;  enough  to  enfone  his  wishes  would 
compel  the  homage  of  smaller  rulers  in  that  country. 
In   the  seventh   year  (dating  as   Islam   d(jes  from 
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(111-  l''lit;lit),  ;i((  (^rdint:  to  tin-  Icrms  (if  the  treaty, 
Moliammct  enters  Mi-iia  a>,'ain  in  rcjcal  stale,  part 
1)1  the  procession  beiiii,  taken  at  a  gallop,  to  sliovv 
iliL'  .Merians  tliat  the  l\etuL;('es  were  no  longer  iiiuler- 
fed  ami  worn  as  at  Badr  (llie  j^'alloji  is  still  practised 
by  pilujnnis),  and  one  ol  the  iiivtriu  tions  heiny;  to 
enter  the  cilv  with  a  <  iieerful  ooiintenaiice.  Thf 
pili;rima^t>  was  jieacetullv  accom[)lished,  and  the 
I'ropliet,  well  p'.ea^ed  with  the  impression  he  had 
created,    returned     tor   (lie   present     to   Medina. 

Tin  \i'ar  S  was  marked  bv  the  tdly  of  Islam 
in  lhro>..  m^r  ;!s,If  ai^ainst  the  Ki.man  1-iinpire.  The 
spirit  inspired  in  his  soldiers  l)y  the  Prophet  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  manv  df  the  men  at  the  battle  of  Mutah 
a  tdilorn  hope-  at  the  moment  of  meeting  the 
mii;hlv  host  delil)era!eiv  lamed  their  horses  to  prevent 
them  from  runninij  away  ! 

It  was  a  brcken  remnant  onlv  lliat  returned  to 
Medina  to  tell  the  tale,  and  these  slunk  away 
ashamed  frum  a  populace  which  treateil  th<"m  as 
deserters,  until  Mohammet  In) ally  s]j(ike  in  their 
praise. 

To  cover  defeat,  .Mohammet,  as  u^ual,  planned  a 
new  expedition,  with  a  better  hope  of  victory.  The 
time  had  come  to  strike  at  .Mecca!  On  January  !, 
().^o  A.i).  (the  loth  dav  of  Ram.tdhan  in  the  year  .H). 
it  is  declared  that  no  less  than  kj.ooo  troops  mustered 
in  .Medina  fur  the  threat  expediti( jii,  before  which  all 
opposition  melted.  Islam  entered  the  city  (jt  Mecca 
.■ruiiDst  uncliallenc'il.  The  idols  of  the  Kaaba 
were  abolished  and  the  statues  surrounding:  it  were 
destroved.  The  call  to  prayer,  chanted  l)y  Bilal. 
the  first  muez/in,  ran;^  out  from  the  top  t.f  the 
Kaaba  I 

This  (r(.wninL:   success  in    no  way   disturb'^d   the 
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I'roplu-t's  iiiMuKt  as  a  pcjlititian  and  a  ruler.  '1  In- 
sanviitv  ..[  the  Kaaba  was  preserved;  even  its  ^real 
treasure  of  i^old  was  untouehed;  the  reremonies  were 
to  remain,  with  scarcely  any  alteratiiui.  exiept  in 
meanini,'.  Mecia  was  for  e\er  tn  l)e  a  sanctuary 
from  hioodshed.  Clemency  covered  every  ri^ht  of 
the  citizons  as  Mohammet  found  them  on  tlie  day 
of  enlrv;  not  a  sinKlf  reprisal  was  to  be  madf ; 
even  the  lu»ii-i's  the  refuk^fes  had  ori,cin<'i"y  1^'" 
incluiiin^'  that  ot  Khadijah  ^  must  not  be  reclamied. 
'1  he  iiereditarv  holtlers  of  tiie  keys  of  the  Kaal)a  were 
to  retain  their  otVue. 

Althouuli  ihf  l'roi)het  repnrd* d  Mei  i  a  as  ilse  best 
spot  on  t-arlh,  his  stay  only  lasted  a  fortnight,  as  he 
wished  to  show  his  loyaltv  to  his  friends  at  Medina 
by  returning  there  to  live  and  die  -evulenco  again, 
surelv,  of  Mohamm»'t's  greativss  of  mind. 

A  new  epoch  was  starletl.  l'"rom  tins  moment 
the  rc)ois  of  the  national  itlea  v. liiih  Mclianinut  had 
for  years  had  in  his  mind  took  firm  hold.  lie  estab- 
lished a  true  brotherhood  of  man;  not  in  a  iheury 
which  can  chant  (m  Sunday  of  "dcnrl\  biloved 
brethr«n."  and  on  Monday  return  to  feudal  ideas 
or  the  practice  of  the  snob.  l-lvt-ry  Moslem  was 
made  ecjual,  with  an  ef,ualiiy  ulii'li  is  as  genuine 
to-dav  as  \t  was  when  it  was  established.*  The 
people  of  Islam  were  to  recognise  that  thev  .'.ere 
memliers  of  one  body,  and  that  to  injure  one  was  to 
injure  all. 

He  checked  the  thirst   for  revenge,   and   used  all 
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*  I  do  not  forget  th'--  f  proof  I  ::n'  at  R-'-kr.i  \\h<  ;i  I  ■-[wikf  to 
T,M>i  ^li^hliiigly  <'f  ■!  TV  >;rrv  hnv  I  ili-^lilv'-.'  i\  r.nrl' rint;  whv  th- 
Arab-;  did  not  rfjfu~'-  to  .•i>s()<i^iii-  with  him.  "  Sir,'"  '•.lid  Tail), 
"  hp  is  a  Moslem!"  in  <'i  tont  v^hiih  iinph'd  thnt  that  ^.ttl'd 
the  questif'D. 
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Ills  piiwrr  lo  ^t'lp  till-  (ippM ---Hill  III  widiiws  and 
iirpli.ins.  In  inlH-ritancc  sons  utrc  to  shan-  fiiually, 
s(i  iliat  lli'Tf  should  In-  no  <x<  iisf  for  tatndy 
dl\Isl(.^•^;  just  a-,  l>y  lli<'  abolition  of  tiil>al  ni^litv. 
)usti(f  stiMiild  II''  Moiir  to  ail,  wiliii'iu  --liHld  or 
tavonr. 

It  ua-  a  ^Mtal  lon.  t-ption  lor  ^m  li  a  man  to  have. 
tliat  V.  nil  .ijualitv  ot  nqlits  all  piivil.i,M-  in  the  niatlt-r 
of   \\roii;^(l(.inLr     uhhh   tlu-  tnlial  (iisimn-   lost.n-d 
slmuld  lir  at)oli-li<<I  ('•".      I'or  ilir  tiiM  linir  in  Arabia 

and    ati.-ruauU    in    main     oilirr    priniiti\<-    land- 
it    was    Mohaniin.t    ulio    n    idr    it    po-sUjl.-    to   .  li<(  k 
(Tinif  and   to  ininn-li   il. 

Mi-ita   wa-  t"\rd  as  t!ir   n-b^iou-  (  apital  ol    l-lain, 
and  a  visit    to   it    ua--   now    pirs(  ribrd   bv    Mofianinirt 
as  one  of  llli'  -t.itrd   rrlii^lclls  duties  ot   i-\.-rv    Moslrni, 
as  a  prcparalion  for  Paradise.      Is  it  pos-ible  that   llif 
I'roplitt    forrsaw   liow   this  one  rendition    uoidd     by 
creatine    a    t,'reat     iall\  ine-point      hold    together    liis 
fi)lIo\\er>   with   an    iinsuer\in<:  am  lioraue  a-  nothing 
(■!>«'  (i.nid  have  do-v  .-■     'Ihat  the  eatlierin^  here  «-very 
vear    of    men    of    almost    all     rai  e>    and    lan,i:>ia,U'"'< 
|)iousiy  actuated  bv  one  niolne.   would  weld  to-ettier 
V  ith  a  permanent  l)ond  millions  who  mij^ht  be  ot  one 
faith    but    would    still    have   be,  n    alien    t..   each    other 
l)Ut   for  this  institution  ? 

The  days  o^  this  woiiderlul  man  were  (losing  in. 
In  tile  second  \<'ar  after  taking:  Me( ca  he  led  the 
pil,L;rimace  himself  (Abu  Uakr  had  led  it  in  the 
previous  vear),  and  .vorked  im  (---ant!\  ,  with  secre- 
taries and  without  rest  like  anv  iiiodein  Prime 
Minister  in  inakint:  the  laws  and  regulations  f(jr 
Islam.  Ahul.  are  as  ricidly  kept  to-dav  as  in  the 
vear  they  were  dexised.  Nothing  escaped  him,  and 
we  are  toltl   that   so  clearly  did   his  jieople   recognise 
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ih.it  nil  thnr  tiitui'-  <i.pttul. d  mi  Ins  instrmti>iii  tli;it 
li<-  u,i>  iniis-aiiilv  (jutstioiifil  un  all  snbjci  ts,  Imtli 
sr(  iilar  aiul  .s|)iritual  ;  and  unc  <  an  iina>,'iiif  ill'' 
ti-nai  lolls  siihtlrtv  and  iiKjuisitivfiicss  (>\  his  Aiali 
intfrrccatnrs  !  N'ntliini;  was  tim  tmiil  Ut  tlutn  ; 
fvcn  to  the  rii:lit  way  of  sju  m^  a  melon  tlit-v  ohsnvcd 
and  rfsprctcd  liis  dn  lalis.  In  tlu*  enorntous  mass 
of  recorded  niait<r  in  ilir  traditions,  written  by  ;hos«' 
ulio  had  lu-ard  iiim  -peak  m  ordinary  (dn\<Tsation 
or  uf-rt-  thrinsiUcs  Ins  (jiifstioiu'rs,  tin-re  ix  r\  ulfncc 
of  his  wisdom  and  iinlailinu'  iummoii  sens*-,  his 
shrewdness,  his  fairness,  his  hiiinonr,  his  kindness, 
lie  is  s.iid  to  iia\e  been  almost  aluavs  sinilitiL;  how 
this  r«'(.ills  the  cheertiil  (onnlenaiKe  ot  everv  ^ood 
Arab   we  ever   met  ! 

He  completed  the  Koran  bv  Ia\inL,'  down  e\;i(t 
ia^'.  s  of  itdieritaiK  (■  wlii(  h  are  more  than  eijuilable 
ihe\  are  fair  and  sensible,  and  esjieciallv  as  liiev 
ail  ('(I  women,  a  ioni,'  w.t\  m  .idvanec  of  the  ideas 
of  pre-Islam  times,  when  male  heirs  rdoiie  rereived 
iniu'ritance  from  parents,  women  and  vouni;  boys 
beinc  excluded.  \'ery  luimane  were  his  ortlers  .is  to 
tile  treatment  of  sl.'i\e>;  the  rare  of  the  poor  and  the 
unfortunate  w.as  <'nsured  bv  a  liundred  precepts. 

All  this  burden  had  beeti  too  riiui  !i  for  him.  On 
his  return  to  .NK-diiia  his  natural  buov.iiK  v  ot  spirit 
had  deserted  him;  a  morbidness  like  that  of  the 
Wise  King;  to<>k  possession  of  him,  when  he  ihoii^ht 
the  tl.ay  of  a  man's  death  better  than  the  d.av  of  his 
birth,  and  the  house  (,f  niournin^-  better  than  the 
house  of  rejoicing'.  Several  times  he  visited  fh<' 
t  emetery  ,il  dead  of  ni^ht.  and  prayed  earnestly  for 
(jeji.-irted  souls,  conu;raful;ilttit,'  them  on  their  felicity 
as  compared  with  the  woc>,  of  the  living'. 

The  witiv   Ayesha,   wIkj  ruled  the  harem  and  its 
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mastiT,  tri<(l  to  nui'-c  liim  •  .tiui  when  hr  nskrd  Iut 
if  sin-  vMnild  not  r.itluT  (!"•  IhIoh-  liini.  sn  that  thf 
Prophet  <,t  C;.u!  11111,'ht  [>-iforni  htT  ohsi-(iui«'S,  she 
|)i(|ii.intlv  .illiidid  witli  .•r-'^uini-d  t:au'ty.  no  doubt 
to  the  fi.-ii  l>rid<'  hf  vv'iidd  |'nt  iii  ht-r  pl:i<  f  \\h«Ti  he 
^ol   hi  im>'  I 

()ii  .1    I  hiirsdav  hf  Killapvd,  .ind  <in   Momlav   h»- 
chfd,    111    Aytsha's   rhanihcr.    the   datf   Ik-hik    June    7. 

1  Ills  s.-imc  (haiiilt'T  was  tmncl  into  a  iiKirliiary 
(hap.d;  hfrr  t<.  this  day.  hiiiU  ov.r  it,  is  his  vcm-ralftj 
tomb,  v.iih  tho^.-  of  hi^  iu<.  chi.f  frifiids.  Hakr  and 
Omar,  .and  Av.'sha  h.-rx-lf  uh^  hv.d  tliirtv  vrars 
loni;t'r.  to  t  <iTt  a  >.T.at  inniifiui-  o\  .-r  the  farly 
^'routli  of  I^Iain.  In  this  .  lianih.-r.  to",  is  that  i^nii'ty 
tomb  whicli  tlic  bt'Uf\rr  ihmK^  v.  ill  be  oiciipifd  by 
the  bodv  of  our  Lord  J<siis  Christ,  who  will  die, 
liiev  sav.   .and   l)c  biiri'i!   in    M-din.a. 

Marvellous  was  the  in-piralion  this  f)ne  man,  uith 
a  nu'ssaue  aflame  with  faith  in  (I'ul  and  in  a  spiritual 
splHTf.  left  !)eh!P.d  him.  'I'he  simple  slieplierds  and 
spade  lalii'Uiers,  i^edoiiins  or  waiujerers  in  ;in  .arid 
|)eni[isiil;i.  of  no  elTect  in  the  world's  politics  sinte 
the  d.ivs  of  Abr.aham,  except  for  ..  -  .i,e  deCj-ce 
and  a  cunnini:  elusion  of  any  r...  <•  that  attempted  to 
tresi>ass  on  their  terntorv,  .ind  without  anv  national 
aim  or  cohesion,  seem  all  .at  once  to  rise  as  one  man, 
.1  gi.tnt  refr«-shed.  with  one  mit,'hfy  purpose,  ready 
to  subjucate  the  worKl  in  tl.e  n.tme  of  their  new- 
found   (i'ld. 

It  w.is  not   in  the  power  of  brute   force  alone. 

A  sit^niticant  fact,  it  alwavs  seems  to  me,  is  that 
after  his  verv  first  vk  toiy  the  l'roj)lKt  sent  a  num- 
Inr  of  t)ovs Of  Nb'dma  to  take  lesMuis  in  writing 
from    the   clever   men    ot    Hadr   (as   part    payment   of 
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ransDni),  pcmilinj,'  mtt  I'l  liis  pcupU'  tlic  ^rr:i{  acK.iii- 

Out-  ol  tlif  chui  alliiifmciu.'"*  nl  ioiujU«-r>t  in  an 
a(«]ui^iti\  f  p<  i^i\r  III.!'  ilif  Arah^,  v  as  alwavs,  (liuiht 
lrs>.,  tile  tli(iiiL;lil  <'t  tf.  spniU  i«t  matrruil  \sfallli  ; 
hut  trnni  (Ircftf,  PriM.i,  Spam.  Iiulia,  tlirv,  witli  an 
(•xlraoriiinarv  r<'(  i-ptiv  iiy  ami  i»a(  llal)l^•Il(•s^,  himi^'lit 
auav  the  Ix-st  that  [iliilo^opli y,  li-ttiTs,  arts  ami  t  ratls 
had  tit  tia<  h. 

At  a  fiinr  wlit-n  Christian  Miirnpf  was  in  :  stiti' 
(it  rude  harhansni,  with  lit-ratiirr  aiiimst  rxtim  I.  lli<- 
Arabs  (  rt'ati'd.  fsjxM  lallv  at  Bagdad,  at  (  Crduva, 
(■airi',  f)cllii  and  I'c'-tal,  hrilhaiit  cfiilrfs  nf  advaiK  rd 
I  i\  ili->ati(in . 

I'airitpi'  Is  indihtrd,  for  the  hnk  v'.huli  (oiir.ccts 
am  ifiU  and  inndiTii  htcraturi-.  to  th"Sf  Arabs  who 
hfcanif  known  as  tlif  "s.-irac  i-ns  oi  Asi.i  ami  tht-  Mi.ors 
^(  Sixain.  TlifM-  collfctfil  lil)rarit's  but  Ktr  wlmli 
(  !assi(  a!  litfraturt-  niu'-t  have  btt-n  lost.  I\»'s«ar(h 
lias  shown  hit  much  that  was  known,  for  somr 
titnc  lifforc  thf  l\fnais>ani  e.  of  Cim  k  plnlosopliv. 
of  nu'(H(:inf,  of  tnatlu'inatics,  natural  hisior.  .  t;<-.i- 
i.r'-aphv.  rlH'torii  and  poctr\,  sj)cakim;  i^iner.illy, 
I  anie  hv  tin-  mi'dium  of  l.aiin  unrki  d<-n\tcl  fioni 
tile  orii^inah-  of  ihr  Ai.i')ian  srhonls. 

And  surclv  it  is  to  the  Koran  that  v.c  nuist  look 
as  tlif  sourn*  of  iliis  new  niovrnn-nt  to  wliich  the 
world  owes  so  iiuk  h. 

Still,  it  is  left  tip  us  to  dt'plort-  ih--  o\frthrow  of 
Christian  churcln's.  with  a!!  ilii-\  ^-tond  for,  in  thr 
l*!ast,  bv  \  it  lorious  l>Iani  ;  disa,t,Mffini,'  with  Carlyh-. 
who  asserts  that  the  Moslem  alwavs  tli.s])la(  rs  "what 
is  worst",   nothing   that   i-^  ht-llir  or  i^ood." 

But  we  tan  still  admire  tin-  gi-nius  ot  the  man 
whose    immediate    foUowers,    keepiuij    striitly    to   the 
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institutions  he  dfvist^d.  ((«uld  nilr  uil'i  so  niu(  li  j,Mu)d 
'-rnsc,  and  •~U(  li  admini-tnuiN  (>  aliility  and  justicr, 
and  fvci)  humanitariani^ni,  tin-  (ountiit-s  uliii  li  tlicir 
prowess  <  (UKiiHTcfl. 

'I'd  sonic  wlio  liavr  snidii-(i  M oliamnvt 's  lii'i-  it 
s.'cms  tliat  It'  till-  rally  (.'hi  i-^liaiis  hail  hft-n  irnr  to 
their  hrsi  laiili.  and  had  not  distracted  llie  pajjari 
iniiul  with  i|iiarrc!s  ami  di\isions,  nr  elaborated,  out 
of  ihe  simple  ^tory  <>i  the  Cn.v-.  sue  h  in\o!v.-d 
ilo(tnn<;s  a-~  are  still  a  ^tiinihlinc  block  to  the  i;n- 
sophisticated  |)eople  of  the  si.ulhern  world,  this  man, 
who  was  so  nearlv  a  Christian,  rnii^ht  have  become  a 
true  tollower  of  C'lirist.  What  a  different  world  it 
would  jia\e  b.en.  SmIIi'iiih!  and  enconraijetl  !iy  the 
Atonement,  and  laiiLTl-.t  bv  diMne  cwmnas-.ion  to 
practise  the  nobler  (  ode  nt  fi  ir^'p.  ■  n<'-.s  nf  ilif  Sermon 
<v^  the  Mount,  tin-  li^hi  ot  this  p<-ople,  which  alter 
six  hiimlred  \<ars  burnt  low,  would  ha\»'  continued 
to  sliine  in  jirisinic  bnlhani"-  over  liie  whole  earth,  lo 
the  cud  ot  tune. 


CHAl'TF-K    VIH 

WHAT     IS    Tin-    RELKHON     OF     IS!  AM? 

I  irF:i.  iiiclincfi  to  bcLiiii  tins  chapter  uiiU  tin:  words 
nf  ("icnt-ral  (ionldn  a^  a  text  :  "I  likr  the  Mussulman; 
he  is  IK  It  ashaiiifd  oi  hi--  ("n.ci;  his  \\lr  i^  a  fairly 
piirt'  nnc" 

I  'iilikf  must  w  ritrrs  w  hn  have  atti-mincii  to  an--utT 
the  (lUfstion,  "What  is  the  rchi;ion  of  Islam?"  I 
have  ^oiic  for  the  answrr  to  the  Moslem  himst-lf,  and 
to  thr  Koran,  anti  not  to  the  Christian  critic  and  com- 
mentator. I  do  nut  believe  with  one  (_  hristian  writer 
that  "Islam  is  i^arbarism,"  anv  ir.ore  than  I  i\i>  with 
i.ocke,  v.li(i  holds  that  tlu-  Moslems  are  "heterodox 
(Christians."  I  would  raiiier  put  it  in  this  way  • 
"Islam  is  not  an  anti-Christian  faith,  but  a  halt-('hris- 
tian  faith  -  a  cop\-  ot  liie  faith  ol  Abraham  and  Moses 
with  an  ill-informed  mixture  of  Christian  elements." 

l"or  niv  i)art,  I  fVnind  tlie  Koran  intensely  interest- 
IP14,  uliere  most  people  (as  Carhle  did)  find  it  "a 
wearisome,    confused   jumble,   crude,    intdiidite,   etui- 


lems  (  laim  iiiai  iiie  ixor.iii  is  as  s\si( 
ranged,  and  is  as  iiarmonioiis  as  reg; 
any  book  can  pos^iblv  be. 

There    is    possibly    in    the    world    n 
wliich   has  remained  thirteen  centuries 

-  /"J 


t)    other    work 
s  with   so  pure 


I, So 


TiiF.  i)Hsi:rt  gati:wav 


a  Irxt.  By  tlu-  fon'tli<'U.uht  of  thi-  I'l'.phcl'b  siir- 
c-ssors  (.n<-  rccopnised  .-xt  was  csMblisIu-d,  and  all 
(HIhts  w.Tt'  destroyed,  ><•  tlial  th.-  message  n/ceivt'd 
hv  till-  IVojilK't  has  hc-n  fultill.tl  "  W.-  have  surely 
sent  down  thr  ivoraii,  and  we  will  (.■rtaiiily  prcs*  rvr 
the  --nmr  fnmi  ( <  uriiptii  lu." 

It  is  (  uridus  {n  notic.'  how  differently  this  w(Ui- 
d.-rfid  book  alTe.  ts  different  men.  "Insupportable 
stupiditv,"  savs  Carlyh-;  nhile  the  uln.le  i,'aimit  i>f 
impression  is  within  the  exjierience  of  Cioetlie  :  "As 
often  as  we  aiii)roarh  it.  it  al\\a\s  jirnves  rejJuKixe 
anca;  ^'raduallv,  hn\\e\er.  it  nttraeis,  it  astonishes. 
and  in  the  end  for(.<  into  ad.miraiioii ." 

It  was  (ertainlv  a  fortunate  thuii:.  if  Mohaminet 
was  to  be  the  medimn  of  a  plenary  inspiration,  that 
he  was  horn  of  a  tr:be  renowned  tliroimhout  Arabia 
for  the  purilv  and  e!o(|uenre  of  th<  ir  laimua^'e. 

li  was  an  immemorial  tr.'.dition  ai  the  Arabs  that 
Kedar  (the  second  scjn  of  Ishniaeli  and  his  posterity 
ori^dnallv  settled  in  Ile.ljaz.  the  pr<.vin<e  in  Arabia 
which  contains  both  Mecca  and  Medina.  It  was 
fiom  this  patrian  '  that  the  tribe  ol  Kureish,  the 
sovereit:ns  of  Meo  a  and  tin-  hereditary  uu.irdians 
of  the   Kaaba.   always  (  laii,?<'d  dest  .-nt. 

In  the  Koran,  Mohamm«t  uiiholds  his  claim  to 
the  {)rincelv  and  priestly  honours  of  his  race  on  this 
very  ^^round  -as  an  Ishm.aelite  of  the  stock  of  Heni 
Kedar,*  tin-  Bedouins  to  whom  llu  re  are  many  refer- 
ences in  the  Old  Testament. 

It  was  (crtainlv  with  the  tribe  of  Koreish  that 
Mohammet  spent  his  childhood,  and  from  learning 
their  speech  he  gained  the  power  to  declaim  with  the 
powerful  and  persuasi\e  eliMiueiice 
deeplv  atTi'tti  tl  the 
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uith  the  Svrian^."  'Ill' y  iKu-lt  in  l^nts  ..t  hhitk 
hair,-^  in  the-  nucUt  ot  the  wildiTiif^s  of  Arabia,  and 
uiTt-  kni      II  as  skillul  anhiTs.* 

Of  C(  irse,  writers  with  a  icU^ums  hia>,  many  «*t 
whom  have  sft  out  to  j^rove  that  Mi)hammft  was  a 
black  monster  of  prettncc  and  iniquity,  have  coiilutrd 
the  dfsire  to  prove  the  Abraliamic  grnralojc;y  of  th<' 
I'rophft.  To  sjjt-'ak  of  a  Ijase  and  plrbfiaii  (iri^in, 
ho\\cvi-r,  as  Gibbon  says,  is  an  unskilful  calumny  of 
Christians.  His  descent  from  Ishmael  was  a  national 
pnvilfk;.-  i>i  fahlf-;  but  if  tii'-  first  stf[)s  of  the  [jtdigree 
are  dark  and  doubtful,  Mohamnv-t  (ould  produce 
manv  generations  .'f  pure  and  genuine  nc'liility. 

Xo  Moslem  denu-s  the  connection  between 
Islamism  and  Judaism;  indeed,  they  deem  it  then 
highest  honour  to  be  "the  followers  of  every  true  and 
divinelv  commissioned  Prophet."  Claim.ing  descent 
fr(jm  Ishmael  the  broth<'r  of  Isaac,  the  Arabs  are,  ot 
(  ourse,  cousins  of  the  Jews,  and  .Mohammet,  whi> 
alwavs  showed  the  greatest  respect  lor  Jews  .md 
Christians  (unless  under  a  temporary  vexation), 
whom  he  ailled  "the  people  of  the  Book,"  deemed 
anv  race  which  had  n<i  Bi!)le,  or  (ould  not  read,  as 
\erv  inferi(jr.  He  gave  express  [)ennissi(in  to  his 
followers  to  consult  tiie  Isr.ielites  in  all  matters  on 
whicli  he  had  not  spoken  to  them,  and  to  .search  in 
the  Jewish  b()oks  fur  inforinalion  on  that  of  which 
ihev  were  igiU)rant.  The  ilm  trine  ol  Judaism,  they 
sav,  reci'i\ed  its  perfection  from  .Mohammet;  Judaism 
undoubtetiiv  proceedeii  from  a  ili\iiie  source,  and 
inculcated  and  taught  the  same  truth  as  Islam  -the 
existence  and  unitv  of   Cod. 

The  .Moslems  belie\e  that  according  to  the  injunc- 
tions   of    the    Koran,    confirmed    liv    an    exhaustive 
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('\aiiun;iti(>n  <  it  ilic  ()iil  'ICsi.iiinnt,  they  art'  right  in 
(lainnriL,'  that  their  I'ldpliet  was  e.vpresslv  *■'  retold 
hy  the  iiatriarchs  and  projjhcts.      By  iihk  1  ipari- 

soii  (it  texts  in  he  liihii-  and  tile  Imuran  1  \v..-  atjie  to 
toHow  -  in  roiiver.satidn  unh  them  -this  (ontenlion, 
if  not  to  he  ( I  >n\  in(  ed  I)\    it. 

All  insiaiitc  i>t  tlie  .Nhi^lrm's  attempts  td  nialce  th(f 
Bihh'  siippiirt  the  l'r(i|)het  I  i.i\e  it  lor  what  it  is 
worth  is  tile  statement  in  tiie  propheey  ot  .Moses: 
"The  Lord  eame  from  Smai,  aiul  rtise  up  from  Seir 
unto  (hem;  he  sliiiitcl  forih  f!"m  >hiunt  I'aran,  and 
he  came  with  t'-n  thousands  ot  saini-."*  Ah  and  his 
friends  t'irmlv  h.eheve  that   I'aran   means   Islam. 

A  more  serious  claim  still  is  th<-  statement  that  it 
was  of  Mohammet  Christ  iiiniself  prophesied  when 
lie  said  (this  is  the  Mo.^leiii's  rendering'  of  tlie  text): 
"Nevertheless,  I  tell  vmi  thr  Irutii,  it  is  expedient  for 
von  1  ^1}  awav,  for  if  1  co  not  away,  the  Ahmed 
(another  w.av  ot  sprliini;  Mohammet)  will  not  come  to 
you,  but  il  I  dep.iri  1  will  sditl  Ilini  unto  v(JU."t 
This  is  on,-  ot  Moh.ammel's  manv  oh\ious  erroi  s  of 
insiiliicier.t  knowledge.  As  l\otlu<'lI  s.-.vs,  Moham- 
met h;id  no  doubt  iieard  that  Jesus  had  promised 
a  l\iriult'iiis.  This  title,  uniler-tood  t)v  him,  prob- 
al)lv  from  the  similaritv  of  sound,  as  t'luivalenl  to 
I't'riclvtiK\,  lie  ap[)lied  to  liimself  with  reference 
to  !iis  own  name  Mcjiiammet  (i.e.  pr.aised,  i^lori- 
tied).  from  the  same  root,  and  tlie  same  meaning,' 
as  Ahmed. 

Il  must  alw.avs  be  krpt  in  mind  that,  so  lar  ;is  is 
known,  there  was  no  Arabic  version  of  tiie  Old  or 
New  Testament  whuh  would  have  been  available  to 
Mohammet,  or-  allowing  tliat  he  loukl  not  read — 
to  his  friends.  Il  is  sugj^a'sietl  that  a  man  named 
*   Dfiit.   xxxiii,   J.  t  St.    John  .\vi,  -. 
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Warakah,  of  Mnva.  iraii^latcd  a  L:n>iM-l,  or  a  pari  of 
one,  int..  Arai)ic.  We  \m^\n,  by  deduction,  suppose 
this  to  be  the  C.osp.-l  of  the  Nali\ity.  Mohammet's 
knuwledj^U'  of  tlie  New  resianietit  (ouldonly  have 
been  sHglit,  for  \v  inak«  s  no  direct  reference  to 
baptism,  the  Lord's  Supper,  nor  t..  the  miracles  or 
paraijies  ol  Jesu-^. 

SpeaUini;   of   the    New     1  fstanieiit    in    the    Koran, 
he  says  : 

"  ()t  nUl  \vi-  ->tMil  Noah  and  Abraham,  and  on  their 
seed  conlerred  :hc  t,'ili  of  prupiiecy  and  the  Book.  .  .  . 
Then  we  caused  mir  ;i!Hj>t!es  to  follow  in  their  toot- 
sleps ;  and  wf  <  aii>eii  jesUs,  the  Sun  of  Nhiry,  to 
lollow  thfin,  and  \'.r  i;-'^*^  '''"'  ''"'  l--^-"i^;'':  -'"d  \\'- 
put  into  tlie  hearts  of  those  who  followed  him  kindnos 
and  .ompassion;  but  as  U)  the  monastic  life,  they  m- 
\  lilted   it  them>e1\es."  ♦ 

This  evang<'l,  he  nroha!)lv  lluai^ht,  was  a  la-ni- 
plcle  Ix.ok.  soniethinu  hke  the  Ixoran.  (•onsi>tino  ot 
a  rrvelati.m  made  to  Jesu.-,  I)y  (.od.  Tiie  answer  of 
the  modern  Mussulman  to  the  (.!niou>  questions  as 
to  their  neglect  of  the  ten  hint:  of  Christ  is  that  this 
evangel  mentioned  by  tlicir  i'rophrt  has  Ijeen  lost, 
and  tiiat  the  New  Testament  contains  merely  the 
traditions  ol  the  ai)ostles,  iinsupporled-ot  course 
-  -by  anv  proof. 

Tile  thoiit;htful  amongst  our  Arab  friends  de- 
clared that  there  is  no  religion  more  fri.ndly  to 
Christianity  than  Islam.  The  I'lorihet.  Ali  reminded 
us.  has  made  Cod  say:  "1  will  phu  e  those  who 
t.-llow  |esu>  above  tlioM-  who  believe  not.  until  the 
dav  of  resurre(  tion.  Then  to  Me  is  your  return,  and 
wherein  ve  differ  I  will  decide  betT^een  you."t 
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I  his.  .\li  said,  uoiilii  answtT  mv  (|Ut'sti(>ns  as  t(j 
liou  v,t-,  .Moslem  and  (  lirisnan,  (uuid  stand  tuccttier 
and  pray  at  tht-  tonih  <>t   Sidi  Oklia. 

I  liiTf  is  aniitlicr  verse,"  said  .\li,  "in  which 
l!ic  I'lophti  says,  '  tlie  Christians  and  dtht-rs  who 
hrhevc  in  (idd  and  the  last  da\-.  and  cId  tliat  whicli 
is  rii,dit,  shall  have  th>ir  rt-v^anl  with  thi-ir  Lord; 
tear  shall  not  (  onif  !i|nin  tJM  in,  neither  sliall  tliev 
he  prieved.'"*  And  a  .siniilar  dei  iaration  was 
amongst  almost  the  la^t  ot  Molia  uaet's  inspired 
words. 

"It  is  lirml/  hehe\ed  b\  learned  Miissulmuns," 
(  ontuuKHJ  .\  li,  "  that  the  l{n<^hsh  people  sent  a  mission 
to  onr  Prophet  iivjiiinnt,'  into  his  tearhint:,  and  beg- 
giiii;  itial  one  of  his  followers  might  be  sent  to 
I'.n^dand.  'llie  en\ov  armed  too  late,  lor  Mohammet 
was  d'-ad.  An  account  of  the  relii.;ion  of  Islam  was 
sent  t(j  vour  ( ountrs',  hut  as  the  prophet  was  dead,  VoU 
declined  to  abandon  vourown  religion.  Vour  refusal 
was  acc()m[)anied  liv  ixpressions  of  regard;  and  for 
this  reason  we  ha\f  aluavs  thoughl  the  i'lnglish,  of 
all  'the  peo]jle  ot  tile  l)ooks,'  to  be  l)est  inclined 
tow  ird>  us." 

V 'hristianity,  sait!  our  Moslem  friends,  is  superior 
to  Jutlaism.  The  mission  of  John  the  Baptist,  thev 
agreed,  i>  iindMiihiediy  true.  They  i)elieve,  as,  of 
course,  the  Koian  teaches,  thai  Jesus  was  born  of  the 
\'irgi:i  Mar\,  liv  an  ait  of  I)i\ine  wail,  and  that  he  is 
un(juesiion.ii)ly  "  the  W'onl  of  (iod  "  and  the  "  Spirit 
ol  (jod." 


"Oh,  ve  prii])Ie  ot  the  ijixjk  !  i>\erstcp  not  f)ouncis 
111  your  ielii;ioii,  ami  ni  Ciod  speak  only  truth.  The 
Messiali,    Jesu^,    Son    ot    Mary,    is   only    an    .Apostle   of 
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dud,  .nul  his  Wdrd  uhi-h  he  ^.in\c\(ii  liitu  M.ir>,  aiul 
a  Spirit  proi  ti  d'liL:  troni  Hini^^ill.  I^lIicvi',  ihtrt'lort-, 
in  Cjod  and  His  iipnstle,  and  say  imi  "  Ihni  (tluu 
i>  a  Trinit\):  i-Drbcar,  it  will  be  bi  tier  f<ir  you.  <ind 
is  oiilv  (.!U-  r.f.d  I  I-'ar  be  it  Irutn  iils  i;lory  that  He 
should  ha\c  a  Si>n  !  lii'-,  vhatrver  is  in  the  HLa\(ns, 
and  whatever  ii  in  th(  earth!  And  Cod  is  a  sutlicient 
(iuardian.  1  ae  Messiah  di^daln(•;!l  no:  '..'  be  a  servan'. 
ol    (iod  !  ■'  ' 

'I  111-  Moslciii-,  slati:  that  till-  ili.ctripf  nf  tlic  'I'riiiity, 
whitli  is  tht'  ^real»"st  stiitnblini^'-hKK  k  to  tlu-ir  uiider- 
standiiiL:  of  Christianity,  tTcpt  CMmiinly  into  oiir 
faith,  aftt-r  thf  .\[>)StIt'S,  ami  that  it  is  cdHtrary  tu  tht- 
pur»'  prccfpts  ot  Christ. 

Thev  {,•■()  fiirthtT,  and  tnildlv  claim  I  (|uutf  the 
exact  w<irds  of  n  hit^hlv  cultivated  .Moslem  that 
"one  of  the  j.,'reatesl  merits  <if  Islam  is  that  it  re- 
estahlislied  the  unitv  of  the  (iodhead,  and  revived 
that  pure  religion  inculcated  by  Christ  Himself;  it 
constant! V  warned  the  then-called  Christians  of  their 
errors  and  invited  them  to  acce[)t  the  true  re!iu;ion,  a 
relik^ion  preached  by  Christ." 

Next  to  the  diHiculty  to  the  .Moslem  mini!  of  the 
doctrine  of  the  Trinitv,  is  that  of  Transiibsiantiation  ; 
and,  of  course,  the  use  of  statuarv  in  r«lir  i,ius  worship 
IS  repellent.  .\n  .\rab  trieiul  m  Biskra  v.  ho  spoke 
Hns^dish,  discussing  the  Roman  I'alholic  Church  saio, 
"Sir,  I  could  not  enter  that  j  .I'.e"  meanin^^  the 
little  ("atholic  church  m  Biskra  "  becau.se  of  the 
figures,  which  are  forbidden  to  us  bv  our  Prophet. 
And  we  do  not  like  unmarried  priests.  Mohammet 
was  ri^ht  when  lie  said  that  everv  stront;  man  was  tt> 
marrv,  and  aluavs  forbade  the  Moslem  to  !i\e  a 
monastic  life.     No  man  can  devel<>p  his  character  in 
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(|Uiftnts-,  until  he  is  m.iirii-ii.  AikI  then  our  l'r<ij)lifi 
s;ii(l  lli.it  uf  imist  no!  t.ikr  im-n  lor  lords  ht-sidr  (lod,* 
meanint,'  that  \vi'  i7ni--t  in. I  follow  prirsts,  and  bishops, 
and  Popes,  as  oii,frs  tio,  who  presumt-  to  make  new- 
dot  iriiifs,  and  to  detcrnunr  wliat  thintrs  are  lawful, 
and  wliat  iinlautiil.  Sir,  I  htluvc  with  one  <if  our 
q:ri-al  writers  I  sav  it  uith  wliat  vou  (all  deterencc — 
that  the  ^'realest  ol  all  boons  {■onferred  bv  Islam  iip(jn 
("iiristianitv  is  the  spirit  of  resistance  which  it 
breathed  into  (hrisiiaiis  aL.'aiii'-t  the  exorbitant  power 
oi  the  Topes." 

\i  the  same  time,  the  c.ilamitoiis  ii^norance  of 
Mohamniet  concerniiu'^  the  iite  ,ind  teaching  of  Christ 
is  deplor.ahle,  when  we  (unsider  how  this  ii^Miorance 
(■rip])led  eservthiiis,'  th.it  is  best  in  his  own  messatTe, 
ami  has  iiirned  the  e\ts  ot  (ountless  millions  awav 
tiom  tlie  Cross  anil  the  Atonement  which  revealed  the 
me^sa^e  of  the  love  of  (iod.  a  messaije  so  infinitely 
f(rt  iter  lli.in  anvlhint:  the  rr(ijjhet  had  to  deliver  to 
mankind.  We  are  bouiui  to  admit  that  the  divisions 
that  had  sprung  iij)  amongst  Christi.ans  by  the 
seventh  ceiitur\  must  ])e  held  accountable  for  a  great 
deal  <if  this  ii^norance.  .and  certainlv  for  the  Pr*->phet's 
pitv  f(jr  a  rehi^ion  .'idmittiriL:  of  much  sectarian  strife, 
which  (jbsi  iired  the  t,ros[iel  of  peace  and  goodwill  to 
man.  "  .Men  havi  rent  their  great  concern,  one 
among  another,  into  sects,"  said  Mohamniet,  "every 
partv  ri-joiiing  in  that  which  is  their  <nvn  ;  wherefor*; 
leave  them      ...      in  their  dei:)ths  of  error. "  + 

Of  the  Cru(  ilixiun,  he  had  heard  an  e\[)lanation, 
held  bv  more  than  one  agntjstic  sect,  which  he  sets 
forth  in  the  third  cliapter  of  the  Koran,  asserting  that 
it  was  not  Jesus  Himself  who  was  put  to  death  on  the 
cross,  but  another  person  whom  God  had  made  like 
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llmi,  uliili-  II'-  caui^lit  up  Ji->iis  into  I  Ic.ivcp. .  I  If 
was  atlfiu.irtU  m-iu  down  aL;.-iin  to  tin-  caitii  l<> 
comfort  His  niollit-r  and  lli<-  di^  iplcs.  h.-ini:  taken 
a  Sfconil  tinu-  into  Ht'a\'  11. 

It  is  casv  to  stf  bow  tht-  idea  michf  ^u:w  in  (lie 
ill-ii.tori,,fd  innid  of  Molianinirt  that  his  trctHl  was  an 
advance  upon  that  of  the  Jews,  and  capable-  of  bnn^- 
inp  at:rct-!nent  to  the  inanv  sects  of  ("liristiamty,  as 
he  knew  tbeni,  and  reconcibni;  Judaism  and  (hiis- 
tianitv  with  Islam.  He  was.  he  said,  tl:e  s<-al  of  the 
Prophe's,  confirming  the  true  mi>sion  of  .all  previous 
"sent  (jnes  "— of  whom  Jesus  is  the  thief-  from  tin* 
creation  ot  tlie  world  up  to  his  tinie;  and  he  iirmly 
l)elie\cd,  1  think,  that  In-  broUj^iu  all  liie  re\raled 
religions  of  the  earth  to  perfection.  .\nd  as  the  one 
Prophet  of  the  j^reat  formula,  which  \\as  always  t' 
be  on  the  lijis  of  his  followers  Cmd  is  ( lod,  and 
.Mohamniet  is  His  Prophet-liis  inteniion  was  tore\er 
to  save  Islam  from  division  into  sects. 

It  is  in  this  claim  that  tiie  ^-erm  "f  the  .Moslem's 
overw helminth  pride  i.i  his  reliirioii  lies,  and  a  i:reat 
deal  of  that  difjnilv  which  marks  his  devotions;  and 
here,  too,  is  to  be  found  the  almost  insurmountable 
obstacle  to  his  (on\ersion  to  Christnnit\-.  'I  o  the 
Moslem,  apostasy  is  almost  untliinkaDlc  ;  the  matter 
is  not  <.>ne  for  argument.  "  He  who  changes  his  re- 
ligion— and  is  obstinate  m  his  error  -  kill  liim,"  said 
the  Prophet.  A  feir.ale  apostate  mav  not  l)e  killed, 
but  she  may  be  imprisoned,  and  it  is  ground  for 
divorce  on  either  side.  The  Will  of  a  male  apostate 
is  not  valid;  a  boy  under  age  may  be  confined  until  he 
come  of  age. 

There  seems  little  doubt  that  the  one  passion  that 
pos.sessed  the  soul  of  Mohammet  at  the  beginning  of 
his  mission  was  to  call  his  countrymen  from  idolatry 
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I.,    till-    UiT-lllJ)   "t    tilr    onr    (.<h1        ill.'    luini,.    .ill    IH.WiT- 

tul  liriiiL;  who  li.ul  ^'t  ,itl;.mr  lii>  .un  -^'>iil  ni  ri-v.r- 
••ii(.'  and  udisliip.  In  itit-  name  <  \  AUali,  tlu-  (.i.m- 
|)as-i<)(iat<.-,  the  MiT<itiil.  hr  t  allfd  nn'ii  i<>  "i\vr  tlif 
wiatli  tiii.iin--."  Wliili-  waiui.-iiiii:  m  thr  iiiountam^. 
a  solitary  (!t.\Mii<-,  he  had  tor  \tMrs  tlmui^lit  nun  li 
al)"Ul  spiiilual  matiiTS  about  litr.  diath.  and  llif 
Judt;tn<-nt  --o  ih.ii  ulicii  llif  jia^^ion  "f  Ins  suiil 
hrianic  artK  ulatf,  th*-  inminifrahlt-  suhjci  ts  dmlt  with 
in  ill"  Koran  t1o\\»-d  rasih   lioiii  a  \M-ll-->torcd  inuul. 

I'l.r  a   di-liiutioii    of    .\io!ianiiii''t's   rclnjnin,    iii   ar- 
(oidanrc  with  iiiv  plan,  1   will  1:0  to  a  Moliainnu-dan. 
I  his  is  hou    Ik-  dctiii'-s  it  m  his  ou  n  words  : 


•'Oui  1j  'ii  m.  liidts  IxUl'I  ill  (iiid,  Ills  an^'fls,  His 
!•  \t-kiiii'n  III  l!ii-  Ki'Liti,  111.  piiijih.  t-.  ih.-  Krsui  1  ci  lion 
and  the  I)a\  nt  |u<li;m<n'.  ^'iiil  dnd's  ahsdiutt;  decrees. 
Our  pr;ii  til  r  iiu  Imli-.  piascr  (uith  purifn  at  ii  iiis  ht-fnic- 
haiui,  alnisL;i\  iiit,',  tastmij,  and  tht-  pilj^rinia^t-  to  Mt-<  1  a. 

■■  llif  Koran  alwaw  '.ptaks  in  a  torn  "f  awi-  and 
rfvcrt-in  (•  ol  lh>-  l)ri!v,  Ut  wliom  it  ii'mt  attr.hu'a- 
huinaii  traihits  and  passions;  and  thr.iu^diout  tlu-ic 
is  a  total  ahsiu' (•  ot  sii(  h  t-xprt-ssioiis  and  narratives 
a■^    mii;lit    not    he    dtL-med    suitahlf    lor    tile    jx'rusal    ot 

lliodfst     \  oUtll. 

■'  ITic  iul:i;:nn  i-stuM-iird  l)_v  tlu-  K-'ian  is  a  stt-rn 
and  si-vt-rt-  nionothfisin  ;  it  has  nothing;  abstr.i- t  and 
iiidisi  lu't  in  its  primary  notion  ot  the  (iodhi'ai.1. 
Allah,  so  lar  from  hcint;  a  nicrt-  pliilosoiihii-  lirst  rausf. 
rtj^ulatini;  tin.'  uni\t'rsL-  by  t-s;al:)lishcd  laws,  is  an  t\cr- 
u.>ikint4,    cxcr-prtsfin   t-iurL;;. . 

"it  is  a  rflii^ion,  niorL-o\iT,  striii;)L-d  ut  all  con- 
lruvers\ ,  and  wli'ih,  proposing;  no  in_\>ttr\  to  oilrr 
violen<'e  to  reason,  ristri*  is  the  iniai;ination  ut  iiRn 
to  tlu-  bt-nig  satistied  with  a  plain,  invariabU-  worship, 
nol\vithblandini^    the   licr\    passions   ant!   bhnd   /eai   that 
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M,  nttcn  trai.spnrir.i  th.m  h. vnul  thrmM'lv.-s.      l.astl> 
„    ,s   ;.    r.liK'.on   Irnn.    v.hi.h   all   -.vorsh  p  of    -a.m.   and 
martvrs.    rdi.  s     and     nua^.S    all     n.v^-rv     and     mrt.- 
phvsi,;d    MihllctN,    all    n.ona->ti>     .i- liiM-.n    an.l    rnthiis,- 
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slud." 
tilt-   Mo-l'in  tail  I"-   K'  '   1' 
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Seeing'  hiiw  M-liii>iii 
h,s  ..v.n  v.Tsu.n  of  his  faith  inu.  N^..r.l~.  ilus  .-  ui- 
t.-n-stm.;;  u.-  -an,  ot  .  nurM-.  jiul-r  ot  n^  .p.Mur  a.ul 
worth   t)v    cur   <iun    know  Itd^f. 

Of  tl.".:  rthi.s  ..t  thr  K<.ran  ur  kn..u  that  mjuMiM-. 
falsHHM.d.  rrv.-nc.-.  .aliimnv.  ino.k.rv.  avaru.'.  pm- 
,i,^al>tv.  .h-hau<h.rv,  m.Mrusl  and  Mispu  >nn  an- 
nn.MKii.a  aua.n.t  as  unu-dlv  an.l  ^.ukrA;  wlulr 
h..nrvol,-m.-.  lih.'ralitv,  .n.^lrMv.  t.-rb-arann-  pa- 
t,..n.-.-.  cirr,„rv,  lovr  ,4  pr  u  .•  and  truth,  and  ahnsr 
-11  truMinu  in  Cod  and  siil)nintin-  to  His  wdl.  aie 
;;,;i.,a.'rrd  as  thr  pr.lar^  ot  trur  pi.'tv  and  ih-'  l-rm- 
tipal  MK'ns  i>\  a  htlir\rr. 

1,  ,s  oti.-n  said  that  this  i^  a  rrl.^ion  of  nu-r.- 
f.,rmal.M,i:  that  it  d.-prnds  on  acts  and  mnor.s  pnn- 
,.,,,1,.  ,,,at  It.  tor  instan.,-.  thr  portion  .4  tlu-  bo<l.v 
i.'n-ht  ,n  us  drvultons,  n<.thin^  is  thoucht  or  sa,d  ot 
th.  attitude,  ol  thr  soul.  Mv  -un  .-xprru-nr.  uas  that 
,,„.  i„.lu-vin-  Mosl.-m  IS  a  man  uhosc  pfiv  t.nds  rx- 
..r.ssi.m  uiallh.sdadvhf-.  Nothmc  is  nior.  rh-ar 
In  ih.-  Koran  than  that  th.-  I'roph.t  nu-ant  h.sjol- 
l.,^^t■rs  to  '•b.'lifvr  and  ./<•  that   ulmii   •-  ri^'ht 

It  should  ni-vrr  be  for-uit.'n  that  hf  dr.-A  a 
,,„urast  betu..-n  tlu-  .  ondu.  t  ot  tus  pa^an  an.l  that 
.,t  lus  believing  sun-m-law,  to  the  hitter's  discredit. 

In  one  of  the  flashes  uhich  lii:iit  up  the  dreary 
uaste  of  one  <.f  the  last  of  his  utfran.  es  Mohammet 
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thf  r:i«.t  or  thr  we-^t.   l)Ut   Ik    :  .   ;>  v  ho  !)<lii  vcth    ^n 

(iofi,  .inrl  till  l.ist  c!;iv.  Mfut  till  .mm  Is,  and  the  vrip- 
turc^,  ;iii(i  till-  ptoi)hrt> ;  u!ii>  tor  tht  io\f  of  •  i"<l 
flishiirstfh  Iiis  ui.ilih  '<>  !ii>  kindrrcl,  .-mii  to  tin 
i>r|ih.iii->,  .111(1  tin  lit  i(i\ ,  .111'!  tlu'  \v:i\f.irrr,  ;iiui  those 
will)  iisk,  aii'l  lor  ransomiiiL;  :  v- ho  ohsirMili  pravir, 
and  ii.iMth  the  lfi;.il  .dnT..  and  is  ol  iIiom-  who  arr 
lailhlul  to  tliiir  (■iii^ML.'i'Mirnts  whtu  tin  >  luiM-  iiij,Mt;cd 
ill  thtni,  and  pat  i  iit  undir  ilK  and  hardships,  and  in 
time  ol  troul'li- ;  thi-r  aic  tia-y  who  arc  just,  and  tla ->■ 
arc  tilt  \    \\  ho  it  .ir  the   i.o-  d.  "  * 

All  t!iroiii;!i  th''  l\fr.'in  lif  picai  li<-^  tin-  tints  "I 
(■li,-int\-.  hut  thus.-  "who  e'^'*  ''''i'  v\liiiii  thi'V  civr, 
tiifir  lit-artx  il;nll'i!  vitli  <ln-;ui.  htcaii-r  they  inn--l 
ri'tiiMi  iiiiti)  tli>-ir  l.iinl.  llicsc  ii;i^trn  allt-r  ^ni.tl  ;ui(i 
,iri'  till-  lir>t  to  win   it.""!' 

As  I  li.-ivf  slioun,  tin-  lii-tiniif  religions  acts  cn- 
joiiifij  art'  praviT,  alii!-,  fasiiiio  .am!  tin-  iiiluniii.acf 
to  Mrc.a.  Kiiih-  iir<  lis  to  !)»•  sail!  to  siij_>ph-ii'.i-nt 
what  I  havf  .'ilrcath-  v  ritt'Mi  iiiciiifn!al!\-  about  .all 
fotir  of  llifsf  (ititifs. 

'I'll''  pra\frs.  as  oriu'iiiallv  rtx'-tl,  were  scxi-n,  hut 
•as  tills  nuiiili'i'  w.as  iin  oiua^nifnt.  t"i\f  witi-  ordcr^'d  : 
(i)  at  d.iwti.  or  tin-  hist  hour  of  the  nik,dit  before 
smirisf;  (2)  .It  clavbrtTik,  or  intwrtu  sunrise  or  iioou  ; 
(;)  ,'iltt  r  tiuild.iv;  (4^  bftwccu  tli.af  .iiid  siirisr;;  (5) 
.'ifiiT  suiisi't  :  (<i)  afl'T  till-  lirparturf  of  twilii^lit;  anci 
(7)  a!'t' r  iiiidniolit.  'I'lif  siTouiJ  .and  seventh  an- 
fill-  oiifs  that  art-  not  inipcr.itive— indeed  tlie\-  are 
seldom  made  but  the  others  .are  oblii^'atorv.  It  is 
aliinv.able,  howe\er,  to  perform  the  seiond  and  third 
focfctlier.  .IS  well  as  tiie  fmirili  ami  fifth,  .and  this  is 
^'enerallv  done  .at  I'.iskr.i.  In  this  rase  there  .are  still 
five  prav«-rs,  tlioUi,di  onlv  three  .aits  of  worshi[). 
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The  .itiitiHirs  .ir<'  ->lii.uii  in  iiiv  pli()t(>>,'raph"s  of 
the  (irt'.it   I'r.ivcr.      I  iu\'  n-(|iiirf  i  (Mis'-'cr.ililf  .il,'!!!!  y, 

,111(1  the  p'TtorilUlIK  r  <  >t  tllfltl  ll\c  lli.lfs  .'I  <l,iy  U:\-- 
l^rt'.it  |)li\  ■>!(  ,il  ,-i(|\;int;iL;i-.  Ilif  '<iii)plfnfs-,  ,,t  llir 
olii  iiirn  1-  'A(  .ruJiTl'iil.  All,  t"  tf.-ivt'  nif,  tiltiii 
rli.-illrn-iii  111-  to  L'"  through  thf  iiiotHiris,  ulmh  I 
found  a  ^;rf.-it  strain.   ,-illliout;li   I  ,iin   not   y<'t  old. 

If  ,1  ni,in  IS  dl.  .ind  rannot  rai^*-  liinisflt,  in-  imist 
prav  hint:  oil  hi^  riijlil  -i<Ir.  If  lir  is  travi-llinj,'  in 
a  dantrtToUs  plai'f.  or  if  Ik-  is  at  war,  In-  may  nit 
short  his  prayt-rs.*  Ilf  nuist  .alw.ivs  turn  his  fare 
tnu.ards  Mrrra.  wliiili  in  tlir  inostjiMS  is  shown  liv 
;,  iihIi-.  callrd  ttir  M.lir.ih;  ill.'  door  oprninj,  into 
ihi'  ininan-t  sh.iws  it  to  thosi-  outside  And  as  tlir 
Mosl.'in  niril;rs  liiv  pr,a\frs  wluTtvcr  l.r  li.ii>pciis  to 
he  at  thr  tim<-,  hi'  i  ,irrifs  ,i  plan,  if  he  is  liki-lv  to 
travel  far.  In  whnli  ]\>-  <  ,in  c.-di-ulaii'  tli.'  dir»'ction 
of  the  l-.t'.ivcns,  .and  so  ll\  the  ri^lit  position. 

'I'lic  .-ihliitions  arf  dcfinin'Iv  statctl.  .and  .ire  im- 
P"raii\<'  hffor.'  pravcr;  ;iNo  h.'fi  vr  the  handling:  ot 
th-'  Koran,  if  th--  liodv  h.as  lu-.'n  r'-nd.Tfd  t.rlmirrdiv 
unrh'an   In-  nTtain   .acts. 

It  is  (iirioiis  th.at  v.c  Tjudish  should  spt-ak  of 
ttu'  "dirlv  Aral),"  .onsidmnL:  lh<-  <'\a't  n-^iil.ations 
as  to  rlcansiuL:  iindfr  whnh  tli*'  .Moslems  Iiv«v 
\\'lit'r.-  w.'  s.-M,-  "Cli'anlini'>s  is  next  to  Lrodlint'ss," 
Mohamnvt  di-rlarfd.  "Thf  practice  of  ri'lit:i<in  is 
founded  on  <  leanliness  "  ;  it  is  th.'  k.'V  of  praver, 
.and  with'  lit  it  no  man  will  he  heard  .-!  Cod.  liut, 
savs  on.'  of  the  chief  of  the  fathers  of  IsLmi,  mere 
wasliinc  is  <'n'v  one  of  the  four  decrees  of  purifica- 
tion. '!  hf\  niu-t  .'ilso  clean-e  the  niemh'Ts  of  the 
hodv  from  .all  \',  iclu-dness  and  unjust  actions;  they 
must    wa:--h    their   hearts,   that   they   niav   he  cle.-insed 
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from  1  blaniablt.'  indications  and  (.dioiis  vi.rs;  and, 
lastlv.  ilu-  .MMfft  thoughts  must  he  purged  ta-m 
cvrrvtliing  that  v.-aild  divert  their  attendann;  un  God. 
And  he  adds  that  the  bidy  is  hut  an  outward  shell 
in  respect  t<.  the  heart,  whn  h  is  as  the  kern.d.  In 
his  devotions,  acain.  the  M,,.lem  i'^  r.'ininded  that 
it  is  the  inward  dispositi^Mi  ..f  the  heart  which  i> 
the  spirit  of  praver;  no  out'Aard  observan.  <•>  xmH 
avail  if  performed  withcjut  reverence  and  hope. 

Tiiere   are   two   sort-   of    abluti<.n      the    gr.'at   and 
the   small.     The   small   ablution    is   as   follous:    'I  he 
opening    invocation    is,    "In    the    name   of    Cod    the 
Compassionate,  mv  mtentum  is  t-  make  mv  ablutions 
before    making    my   praver."      Taking   a   h.ndful    of 
water    the  Moslem  turns  it  three  times  from  the  right 
hand    into   the    left,    and    back.      If   he    wears   a    ring 
he  takes  great  care  to  wash  underneath  if.     lb'  then 
gargles   with   a   mouthful   ,.f   water   three   times,   and 
three   times  expels   water   from   the   nostrils.      1  hree 
times  he  makes  a  cup  with   his  two  hands,   fills  it. 
washes  his  face  from  the  forehead  to  the  chin,  passing 
bv   the   eves,    then    bv   one   ear   ami    the   other.      He 
next    washes  three   times,   alternatelv,    both   arms   to 
the    elbow,    b.'ginning    with    the    richt    arm.      Once 
onlv    he    dips   the    hands,    joined    at    the    finger-tips, 
into  the  water,   carries  them   to  the   forehead,   where 
he   separates   them,   to   make   them    slip   to   the   nape 
of  the   neck;  reunites  them  lA   the  forehead,   washes 
his  rnrs  and  the  back  part  of  the  neck.      Finally,  he 
washes   his   feet    to  the   ankles,    beginning   with    the 
right  fo-.t.  passing  with  care  betueen  the  toes,  which 
he  washes  thoroughlv  ;  then   he  purifies  his  fingers. 
This  operation  is  only  done  once. 

Often   we   saw    men    bv   the  sides  of   the   seguars 
going  through  this  ceremonv.  alter  which  they  would 


A  TREMENDOUS  SCRUBBING        i93 


make  the  prayer  with  the  greatest  concentration  of 
mind,  our  presence  apparently  being  of  no  account. 

The  great  ablution  is  impost-d  under  certain  con- 
ditions fixed  bv  the  law  after  various  drtilt-ment-  \n 
men  and  women,  and  is,  in  sliort,  an  elaborate  wav 
of  taking  a  bath.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  in  .Moslem 
countries  public  baths  are  so  numerous. 

In  Biskra  al.me  there  are  half  a  dozen  hammams, 
or  baths,  both  for  men  and  women.  .As  these  art- 
open  to  Europeans  I  took  the  opportunitv  of  having 
a  (-eremonial  bath  at  Ilammam  Cherif,  oi)posite  the 
Casino.  I  took  Taib  as  an  inter|ireter,  but  his  good 
oflices  did  not  save  me  from  the  most  tremendous 
scrubbing  to  whi(  h  I  was  ever  subje(  ted  in  my  lite. 
It  was  a  case  of  "Damned  be  he  wiio  first  tries, 
Hold  !  I-":nough  !  "  and  I  confess  I  lost  in  tin-  contest, 
for  the  skin  of  my  back  was  not  tough  enough  to 
hold  out  against  tlie  exhaustless  vigour  of  the  .Arab 
operator.  When  I  got  home  I  was  glad  to  have  a 
scM)thing  ointment  applied  tcj  my  na\ed  body. 

Tlie  darkness  of  these  baths  is  one  of  the  religious 
requirements,  meeting  tlie  .Arab  sense  of  modesty; 
and  it  needs  a  good  nerve,  on  a  first  visit,  to  go 
into  a  very  large  iiot  chamber  where  numbers  of 
mvsterious  .\rab  men  are  all  the  time  coming  in  to 
perform  mo.st  of  them  declining  the  help  of  the 
bathmen  -the  great  ablution.  This  (onsist^  (jf  every- 
thing done  in  the  smaller  ablution;  on  completing 
which  the  man  pours  a  bowl  of  water  on  his  head 
three  times,  and  on  his  right  and  then  his  l<ft 
shoulder  three  times.  Many  times  he  goes  to  the 
great  ri>pper  in  the  bath  t(j  refill  his  bowl,  and 
[)ours  the  hot  water  over  the  front  of  his  body  from 
the  height  of  the  chest,  rubbing  himself  with  his 
hands   meanwhile,    so  that    not   the   smallest    portion 
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of  his  bodv   remains  unpurified,   finishing  with   his 
feet  as  in   me  Utile  ablution. 

The  Arab  believes  the  hammam  to  be  a  favourite 
resort  of  the  ^'enii. 

The  modern  Arab  greatly  appreciates  the  use  of 
soap  in  his  cleanings.  Great  was  Taib's  delight 
when  I  sii^Miified  that  he  was  to  have  a  bath  at  my 
expense;  his  endurance  {or  the  thickness  of  his  skin) 
was  greater  than  mine,  for  he  came  away  trcs  trcs 
content. 

All  through  the  ablutions  the  Moslem  recites 
prayers  or  pious  ejaculations,  such  as,  when  washing 
the'nt.strils,  "Oh,  my  God,  if  I  am  pleasing  in  Thy 
sight,  perfume  me  with  the  odours  of  Paradise!" 
The  nostrils  are  washed  because  it  is  supposed  that 
the  devil   resides  in  the  nose  during  the  night. 

If  every  kind  of  impurity  has  been  avoided  since 
the  last  prayer,  the  washings  are  not  necessary  for 
the  nev»-  prayer.  The  ablutions  were  highly  extolled 
bv  the  Prophet,  who  said  (this  is  traditional),  "On 
the  Day  of  Resurrection  men  shall  come  with  bright 
faces,  hands  and  feet,  and  there  will  be  jewels  where 
the  waters  of  washing  have  reached." 

It  was  a  pen  comment  to  Mohammet  by  the  early 
Moslems  who  lived  the  nomad  life  of  the  desert, 
"You  tell  us  to  wash,  perhaps  you  will  also  tell  us 
where  to  find  the  water."  The  answer  was  that,  if 
they  found  no  water,  they  were  to  press  their  open 
liands  on  fine,  clean  sand,*  or.  failing  that,  to  rub 
the  hands  over  a  smooth  stone,  and  then  over  the 
parts  of  the  body  named,  saying,  "It  was  my  in- 
tention to  wash." 

The   Arabs,   as   a    rule,    have  beautifully   shaped 
hands   and    feet,    and   as  their   cleanliness  does   not 

*   Sura  V,   9. 
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end  with  the  bare  washing,  they  carefully  cleanse 
and  pare  ther  nails.  They  have  also  very  fine  teeth, 
which  they  keep  clean  and  white.  In  formally 
rinsing  the  mouth  tlu-y  clean  the  teeth  witli  the 
forefinger  of  the  right  hand.  The  wood  of  the  olive 
tree  is  gtK)d  for  cleansing  the  teeth  and  giving  a 
sweet  odour  to  the  mouth,  and  was  used  by 
Mohammet,  who  was  particular  in  the  choice  of  his 
toothpicks.  A  dentifrice,  scented  with  musk,  has 
been   used  from  time  immemorial. 

The  .\rab  keeps  what  hair  he  has  well  combed, 
and  regularly  trims  his  beard,  .\lmost  all  hair  is 
shaved  from  the  bodv,  and  what  cannot  be  shaved 
is  pulled  out,  as  under  the  arms. 

As  the  backs  of  my  hands  are  unusually  hairy, 
I  fear  I  caused  much  anxiety  to  mv  .Arab  friends. 
It  can  be  imagined  how,  before  I  was  aware  of  their 
customs,  I  was  much  tried  by  the  constant  efforts — 
surreptitiously  made — of  the  small  bovs  to  pull  these 
hairs  out  by  the  roots.  It  was  meant  kindly,  but  I 
became  wary,  and  dodged  their  generous  attentions. 

But  to  cover  my  hands  exposed  me  to  misunder- 
standing, for  this,  1  discovered,  was  the  custom  of 
an  inferior  when  in  the  presence  of  a  pers<jn  worthv 
of  respect,  .'\rab-like.  no  word  of  these  things  was 
spoken  to  me  by  the  urchins.  The  hairs  they  simply 
regarded  with  pitv  and  .some  aversion.  .\t  the 
covering  of  my  hands  they  laughed  at  what  they 
thought  my  playful  modesty  ! 
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CHAPri-R  IX 

ARAB    BETROTHAI.    ANIJ     MARRIAGE,    AND    THF 

POSITION     OF    THH     WOMHN     OF     ISLAM.       THK 

OL'LFU    NAll,    UL'FSTION 

Amonc  tin-  many  plcasaiit  youths  at  Hiskra  who  olfcr 
I'.itMr  scrvict's  to  tlir  visitor  is  Za(  k<Ty,  a  cjuirt,  tlr- 
pciulahl.-  boy,  whoM'  home  is  at  tiif  village  blanc,  at 
|-:i  Kaiitara.  To  st-f  Zac  kcry  sniil<-,  and  to  hear  liis 
iinariahU-  "Oh  !  "  musical  and  lonK-drawn-out  wlu-n 
hf  is  teased,  is  a  ihli^lit. 

The  season  before  our  visit,  when  lie  was  lllteen 
years  old,  Zaekery  bad  <njov<'d  the  ureal  Uk  k  of 
being  en<;ag;'d  by  Lord  Rotlischild.  'Ilu-  lioy  has 
considerable  native  skill  in  natural  history,  and 
seeint,^  a  j,U'ntlenian  standing  near  the  gardens  with 
a  net  in  his  hand,  he  approached  him  with  that 
familiar  air  which  in  any  but  an  Arab  boy  would 
be  offensive,  and,  taking  the  net.  said  he  (culd  catch 
butterilies  and  moths  (and  small  animals  too)  .erV 
well.  Witliout  more  ado  Lord  Rothschild  (for  he  it 
was)  engaged  the  boy,  wtio,  I  believe,  served  him 
well,  so  tiiat  he  was  afterwards  taken  on  the  long 
expedition  into  the  desert  which  was  organised 
chieflN-   for   natural   hist<iry   purposfs. 

When  the  question  of  payment  arose,  the  delight 
of  Zackerv  mav  be  imagined  when  he  found  that,  he 
was  to  re' eive  the  fabulous  sum  to  an  Arab  boy  - 
of  i'lftfen  francs  a  day.  Ti,.'  result  was  that,  with 
other  good  engagi'ments,  he  found  himselt  at  the  end 
of  the  season  the  jiossesstir  of  1,200  frani  s  ! 
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"And     what     did     you     do     with     the     money, 

Za(  kriy  '••'  "   1  asked. 

"Oh!  1  uciil  lionic  to  the  village  6/anc,"  he 
rephcd,  "and"  (with  an  indflinable  swajjfger)  "the 
first  thin^'  I  did  was  to  ask  my  parenLs  to  arrange 
for  me  to  buy  a  w  ife  !  " 

"  And   what   wa-^  llie  pri(  e  V  " 

"Well,  a  hoy  hke  me  uener.illy  would  pay  about 
three  hundred  francs.  Ikit  as  1  was  riih,  my  father 
offered  four  iunuireil  and  lifty  for  a  \ery  nice  girl, 
.VI'  jireltv,  and  of  a  good  family.  My  mother  told 
me  how  prettv  she  was,  and  lik<  an  ostrich's  egg.* 
She  was  14  years  old;  and  when  she  came  from 
her  parents  she  cried." 

"Poor  little  thing,"  my  wife  and  I  replied.  "And 
what  did  you  do  ?  " 

"Oh,  I  slapped  her!  " 

"\'ou  scamp!  Why,  in  h'ngland,  if  a  boy  hit 
his  wife,  her  father  would  most  hkely  thrash  him!  " 

"Oh !"  very  long-drawn  and  incredulous. 

At  dusk  fine  afternnon  we  were  returning  to 
Hiskra  with  Taib,  and  happened  to  pass  the  door  of 
his  liouse.  He  went  in  for  a  monn  nt,  and,  on  re- 
luming to  us,  locked  the  door.  We  remarked  on 
tiiis,  and  asked  it   his  mnlher  was  within. 

"Oh,  yes,"  he  replied,  "I  always  lock  my  women 
in  at  tiv."  (/clock  ! 

We   murmured  disapproval,   and  ;isked  if  it  was 

•  'this  riinip,iri--nn  of  a  i^irl  of  b' .-11111(111  <  nnipl'xinn  to  .'in 
o-iriih'-.  I.;,'  w.i>  iMi//liiiL;  unii!  Ali  <  \pl.iin>d  tli.it  Mohamnict  sp'-.iks 
iif  tlv  ni.iiii' n-,  of  I'.ir.iitU'  uilh  lar^-^'  bl.ii  k  •y-.,  "  .iiui  rr^ifniblinj,' 
fl,,.  (>^'^s  of  .in  o-lrirli,  jiiot' ,  !■  d  wiih  (•ath'T';  from  th';  du-f 
(Sura  xxxvii,  47),  noiliinu;  \"\i;^  so  ln.iuliful  u,  .m  .\r.ib  ;is  for 
^  woTiKin'i  skin  to  bt;  tin  tulour  of  .in  ostrich  tf,-g  when  quite 
rloao. 
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not  an  unkind  thinjj:  to  do,  especially  when  his  mother 
was  oltl. 

\'ery  j,'*'"''}''  ^-'^'^  lonchisivcly,  lie  said,  "  C'cst 
riiabituclc." 

"But,"  said  my  wife,  "they  must  bf  so  dull  and 
unhappy  to  he  always  veiled  or  kept  indoors,  especi- 
ally with  so  litlie  to  do." 

"Mais   lion,   viadamc,  c'cst  riuibiliidv!  " 

And  never  would  he  make  any  other  reply  on 
this  question  of  the  treatment  of  women. 

There  is  considerable  excitement  at  the  hotel,  for 
^'ussef,  one  of  (he  i,niides,  is,  after  several  delays 
(caused  by  his  difliculty  in  makinj^  up  the  necessary 
price  of  his  bride -three  hundred  francs),  actually 
at  last  going  to  be  married.  He  explains  to  me  that, 
as  he  has  few  relatives,  and  has  I)een  married  twice 
before  (one  wife  died  and  the  other  lit-  repudiated  for 
extravagance  and  for  taking  his  money  and  goods 
and  giving  them  to  her  own  people),  there  will  be  no 
festivities  to  which  he  can  ask  his  men  friends.  But, 
as  the  liride's  women  relatives  are  having  a  party, 
he  invites  my  wifr  and  some  ("anadiim  ladies,  to 
whom  he  has  acted  as  guide,  to  go  to  the  party  and 
see  the  bride. 

The  following  is  mv  wife's  account  of  what 
happened  on  this  visit,  and  also  describes  a  visit  to 
the  wives  of  a  marabout,  and  gives  an  Arab  lady's 
account  of  an  .Arab  betrothal,  with  her  remarks  on 
the  position  of  women  :  — 

"At  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  Ahmed,  one  of 
Yusscf's  brotlit  rs,  will  come  for  us  and  conduct  us 
to  the  bride's  parents'  house.  The  time  comes  and 
we  set  out.  When  we  leave  the  well-lit  streets  of  the 
x'rench  quarter  of  Biskra  and  ciUer  l!ie  nauvc  town, 
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it  is  so  dark  we  are  ^lad  of  each  other's  company 
and  assistance  on  the  uneven  road. 

"The  liouse  proves  to  bo  one  of  the  usual  typo, 
built  of  mud,  but  is  somewhat  superior  in  having 
properly  constructed  upper  rooms  entered  from  a 
wide  roof.  We  stumble  up  the  tiny  staircase,  lit  by 
a  candle  in  the  hand  of  one  of  the  women,  to  whose 
care  Ahmed  leaves  us  now,  as,  of  course,  he  is  not 
allowed  to  go  further  into  the  women's  part  of  the 
house. 

"Having  crossed  the  roof,  we  enter  a  low  door- 
way, and  there,  on  a  sort  of  couch  made  on  the  floor, 
sits  the  bride,  ready  to  p-ceive  us  in  her  bridal  dress, 
and  decked  with  her  jewels.  How  young  she  looks, 
and  how  shy  and  pretty.  She  is  but  sixteen,  and 
to-night  will  have  to  leave  her  parents  to  live  with 
a  man  she  has  never  seen,  who  is  many  years  older 
than  herself,  and  has  already  been  twice  married. 

"Her  mother  and  three  or  four  other  women  are 
helping  to  entertain  us;  they  show  great  anxiety  that 
we  should  each  have  a  cushion  to  sit  on-even  to 
using  the  two  handsome  nuptial  cushions  .ti  which 
the  bride  and  bridegroom  will  sit  after  the  marriage 
ceremony. 

"The  room  is  lit  by  several  candles  held  by  the 
women,  who  sit  on  the  Hoor;  and  for  the  first  time 
I  heard  their  curious  cries  of  joy- -the  '  You-you,' 
made  by  reverberation  against  tin-  palms  of  their 
hands.  It  is  very  shrill  and  penetrating,  almost 
more  than  one  can  bear  in  such  a  small  space.  Alter- 
nating with  it  were  marriag<'  songs  two  uomen 
sitting  together,  first  one  singitig  a  verse  and  then 
the  other  answering  her. 

"The    mother    meanwhile    was    encouraging    the 
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l.fs,  nnd  rinklcts.  'I'lic  lattrr.  of  Iiravy  silver,  wrrr 
pri--sr(l  (.|)(n  lill  llicv  uimld  j^'o  rnuiid  i>iir  anklfs 
rnc.isfil  in  IxKit'-.  Tlxs*-  hoots  sct'incd  to  j^mvc  thi' 
wnincn  Liif.'il  .'iniusfPiiTit,  and  tln'v  fvidfiitly  [liticd 
us  for  havitii,'  lo  wear  an\  tiling  so  uu'ly  in  jilacc  of 
llic  htauliful  ankltls  uliicli  on  their  shni  limhs  make 
siK  h   a   ninsKal   jinj^de  as   they   nio\e  ahotit. 

"As  nolle  of  tile  women  understood  l-'rench,  con- 
\(Tsation  was  restrii  ted  to  nods  and  smiles,  hut  at 
the  menlioti  of  the  word  '  \'iisscf  '  it  was  pretty  to 
see  the  shv  mo\<  ipent  of  tile  hride  to  (over  her  face 
in  the  de'  ate  sil\cr-patterned  veil  which  fell  at  each 
sitle  of  her  heat!.  In  addition  to  the  veil,  a  scarf 
of  <rimson  and  t;<)ld  was  twisted  r.mntl  her  dark  hair. 
The  sini,de  rohe  forming  her  dress  was  fastened  at 
each  shoukler  with  lar'^e  siher  jiins  or  brooches, 
se(  nred  like  a  Scotch  plaid  brooch.  It  was  held  round 
the  waist  with  a  handsome  i,'old-embroidered  girdle. 

".\nv  rin^s  oi  jewellerv  we  ha[)pened  to  be  wear- 
ing were  (juickly  notited  and  made  the  subject  of 
what  was  evidentlv  admiring  comment,  especially 
if  there  were  ;inv  diamonds  to  be  .seen  !  Privately, 
I  am  sure  these  women  thoiigiit  we  made  a  p<M")r 
show,  as  the  Aral)  woman  is  loaded  with  (jiiantity  if 
not    with   (|Ualitv. 

"  W'e  found  it  hard  to  tear  our--e|ves  away  from 
tiicse  gi'ntle  and  friendly  women,  but  the  \()ic<'  of 
.Ahmed  without  reminded  us  that  he  was  waiting  to 
;..i.e  us  ba(  k  to  the  hotel;  .so.  leaving  the  ecjuivalent 
ot  a  •  wedding  [)resent  '  in  the  hands  of  the  beautiful 
l)iide.  and  ngretting  our  inabihiy  to  wish  her  happi- 
ness in  a  language  she  <(iuld  understand,  we  made 
our  adieiix  and  rejoined  Ahmed,  to  whotn,  as  he 
understood  l'>encli,  we  could  express  our  admiration 

. ,("  ,1...  i._:  1 1111.-  •    •. 
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A  MARABOUT'S  WIVKS  ^..t 

"On  anullu-r  day    I    viMt.tl  tlw   liou.M-liold  cf  iIk- 
marabout  of  Clu'lma.  an  oa.sis  about  live  miles  from 
Biskra.     TIk-  women's  rooms  wen-  at  the-  top  of  tin- 
lioUMN    op.-nint,'    <'n    to   a    Hat    roof.     As    soon    as    I 
nppearrd  a  beautiful  smiling  woman  took  me  by  the 
arm  and  led  me  to  a  sort  of  divan,  on  which  a  native 
blanket    of    bright    (olours    was    spread.     While    the 
others  were  talking-  to  me  in  dumb  show  and  showing 
me   their   babies,    my   hostess   disappeared,    to   return 
in  a  few  minutes  rarrymg  a  largr,  handsome,  brass 
tray  on  whieh  uerc  dates,  honey     a  great  luxury  to 
Arabs— and  shelled  walnuts.     'Ihese  she  pressed  me 
to  partake  of.     It  would  have  been  the  worst  of  bad 
manners  to  refuse,   so  I   ate  a  f«-u    dates,   dipped  in 
the  honey- -which  one  might  call  painting  tlie  ro>e. 
"My  fountain  pen,  watch  and  rings  were  objects 
of    great    curiosity.       I    wished    I    could    understand 
what    they    said  '  to    each     other    about     tliem.     and 
also   about    my    hair,    which,    being    fair,    .seemed    to 
surprise  them.     I  never  saw  any  but  very  dark,  often 
jet-black,    hair  among    the   Arab   women.     'I'o   make 
their  hair  look  more  luxuriant  they  plait  into  it  coarM- 
wool,  sometimes  the  same  colour,  or  sometimes  with 
red    in    it,    which    gives    a    very    gay    effect.      'I  he 
thick  plaits  thus  formed  are  bulged  out  on  each  side 
over  the  ears,    under  the   head-dre>s.     1    understood 
from  them  that  the  wearing  of  false  hair  is  forbidden 
by  Mohammet.     The  ear-rings,  whiih  they  all  wear, 
are  often  such  large  circles  tiial  they  could  bi'  worn 
on    the  wrisL,   and   have   to  be   supported   by  chains 
from  the  head-dress. 

"Having  eaten  as  many  of  the  datrs  ;is  politeness 
required,  I  made  my  adieux  by  saying  the  only 
.Arabic  word  1  knew,  meaning  '  Thank  you  I  '  several 
tinics    .nnd  turned   lu  take   UD   mv   sunshade.      It  felt 
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(  uriously  In-avy,  and  lookinj,'  for  the  canst',  behold, 
(lif  \\(»mcn  had  shpped  into  it.  behind  my  back,  all 
the  dates  and  walnuts  I  had  left  «>n  the  tray!  In 
spite  of  my  protests,  the  marabout  himself,  uiu.  had 
appeared  ajjam  to  eondiut  me  downstairs,  added 
several  stalks  of  the  delicious  dates  for  which  Chetma 
is  famous. 

"It  was  not  until  I  had  the  privilej:e  of  makini: 
the  ar(juaintanre  <,{  All's  married  sister,  Nakhla, 
who  spoke  hrend),  that  I  could  a>k  any  questions 
about  marriage  celebrations,  arid  mk  identally  lind 
out  what  I  was  so  anxious  to  know  how  the  Arab 
women  themselves  1  -k  upon  the  dreadful  conditions 
under  which  tliev  live. 

"  1  he  marriage  customs  vary  somewhat  among 
different  tribes,  .and  are  modified  according  to  the 
wealth  of  the  families:  but  tli(>  main  features  are  the 
same,  .and  art  those  wlii(  h  were  followed  at  Xakhla's 
own  w<'dding,  and  will  be  again  on  Ali's  marriage, 
which  is  being  arranged  to  take  place  shortlv. 

"  I  he  hrst  tiling  the  parents  of  a  son  of  marriage- 
able .age  have-  to  c-onsider  is  -how  much  can  they  give 
for  a  wife,  and,  secondly,  where  can  a  girl  suthc'iently 
well-born  and  beautiful  be  found  for  their  son?  In 
Ali's  particular  case,  his  mother  tin.illy  decides  to  go 
and  see  the  daughter  c^f  a  marabout  .it  a  distant  oasis, 
of  whom  she  has  heard  a  good  report.  On  her  arrival 
the  girl  is  subjec-ted  to  a  clcxse  scrutinv-  and  wlujse 
eves  are  sharpc-r  than  those  of  a  motlier-in-law  ? 

"If  her  looks  are  pleasing,  her  health  good,  and 
her  character  for  obedience,  submission  (and  cookery) 
established,  the  young  man  then  for  the  first  tinie 
hears  that  he  must  marry,  and  that  a  bride  has  been 
chosen  for  him  who  is  described  as  beautiful  and 
charming. 
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"  riif  snii  hows  tt)  the  will  of  his  fatlu-r,  and  ^'ocs 
to  dieam  of  his  lianaV,  cr,  as  Ali  did,  sadly  to 
runiinalv  on  his  fate. 

"TIk-  fatlur  tii..n  calls  to^cthrr  his  nri^-hbours, 
choost's  a  fat  sherp  from  his  Hcxk.  and  with  all  the 
accfssarifs  for  a  ft-ast  in  ( hargc  of  a  servant,  starts 
with  the  <ort-ge  for  the  house  of  the  bride*s  father, 
uho  is  warned  of  his  approa(  h  by  a  third  person. 
The  bridegroom  stays  at  home,  of  lourse,  in  partial 
retirement. 

"Lon^:  and  ceremonious  greetings  are  exchanged, 
but  at  last  all  are  seated  (including  those  who  are 
legally  re(|uired  to  be  present,  of  whom  mention  is 
made  later  on),  and  with  dignified  and  characteristic 
-eserve  conversation  i.s  made  on  every  subject  but  the 
all-important  one.  in  the  midst  of  it,  as  if  by  the 
merest  i  liance,  the  u'irl  is  asked  in  marriage  of  her 
father,  and  the  conditions  of  the  marriage  are  dis- 
cussed. 

"If  the  father  of  the  bride  is  of  an  avaricious  dis- 
position, he  withholds  his  consent  in  the  hope  of 
obtaining  a  larger  sum  for  his  daughter,  and  there 
is  then  a  great  risk  of  the  prcjud  and  hery  temper 
of  the  Arab  getting  the  upper  hand  and  all  negotia- 
tions being  broken  off,  with  the  inevitable  result  of 
an  everlasting  enmity  generated  between  the  families. 
"If  all  goes  smoothly  and  the  price  is  fixed  (which 
may  be  anything  from  zint  to  j.ckk)  francs),  presents 
for  the  grandmother,  mother  and  sisters  of  the  bride 
are  produced.  One  can  imagine  how  anxiously  the 
womenfolk  are  watching,  through  the  chinks,  for  the 
termination  of  the  negotiations,  and  how,  when  all 
is  amical)ly  settled,  they  hasten  to  prepare  the  kous- 
koiis.  and  roast  tlie  sheep,  which  is  now  killed. 

"  wiifii-i  jijf.  ff.-ivt  jc  rendv.  the  oldest  man»  or  the 
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in.in  <it  liit,'li('st  poMtion,  present,  iiunlvcs  llie  hless- 
inj,'  of  He.uen  .iiul  ile(  lares  the  iinidn  of  the  betrothed 
.•i(  ( omplishej. 

"  l-'rorn  this  inonieiH  the  marriage,  in  the  e\es  of 
.Miissiilnian  magistrates,  i^  h'^ally  made,  and  neither 
ot  the  [)arties  niav  now  obtain  the  anniiUm^  of  the 
(■ontrai  t  u  iihoiii  pa\  in^'  a  ^nm  erjiial  to  halt  (lie  pri(  e 
fiaid  tor  ihe  hiule.  This  was  the  old  <  ti>tom  ;  hiit 
Nakhla  explained  fo  me  that  nf  late  vears  (skk  c  |he 
ImcikIi  d'ck  tile  ioiintr\)  il  has  been  die  <  u^lom 
lor  the  l\aid  to  drau  up  a  uiilten  (erliti(ale  of  the 
marriage.      Her  parents   had   no  dot  iiiiieiit,    however. 

"A  few  days  after  this  the  prii c  ti\ed  on  is  re- 
(eived  by  llie  bride's  parents,  <  .nc  li,i\in^  been  taken 
t()  make  an  e\a<  t  hsi  of  the  i\p<nsts  already  Lione  to, 
siieh  as  the  feast,  the  jireMMits,  etc.,  in  onler  to  re- 
(laim  the  amount  in  case  of  divortc  ki  ;-r.  'I  he  men 
of  the  two  famihes,  with  tlie  exception  of  tlle  f)ride- 
j^Toom,  tlien  proceed  to  the  neare,i  baz.aars,  and  with 
childish  enjoyment  buy  wh.at  yet  rem.iiiis  to  be  pro- 
\  ided  ot  tile  trousseau  and  the  jewellery  whi<h  it  is 
tlie  t.ither's  tluty  to  bestow  on  his  daughter. 

"It  setMiis  hard  lines  that  the  bride  should  ha\e 
no  choi.e  in  the  clothes  provided;  .mil  when  I  asked 
Ali  if  she  mii:ht  not  object  to  a  dress  for  beinj,',  say, 
too  thick  or  hea\y,  he  re[)lied,  '  In  that  c;ise  I  shoulc' 
tell  her.  "  Il  will  be  i^'ood  to  keep  you  warm  when  the 
cold  winil  blows  I  "  '  which  is  ns  ^O'  d  as  s.iyinj,'  '  The 
matter  is  no  business  of  yours  !  ' 

"The  purchasers  are  careful  »o  keep  within  the 
sum  lixed  to  be  spent,  the  amount  beinj,'  previously 
levied  on  tlu'  marria.<,'e  gift.  The  next  day  tlie  bride- 
j^Mdom's  father,  accompanied  by  his  wives,  children 
ami  neighbours,  mounted  on  camels  and  mules, 
appears  again  at  the  dwelling  of  the  bride's  father. 
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liavinc  in  liis  tr.-.in  sli.-.p.  f..uls  nnci  ji">'"^  »"  "^'''^'' 
til.-  briil.il  f.-M>t.  As  s.)..n  as  tin-  party  « omrs  in 
sii,'lit  tlir  J..V..11S  •  Y.^u-vnii  •  of  til."  \somcn  is  li.ard. 
.•,n<l  all  is  btistio  ami  Iitirry  to  pnparr  tlx-  f.ast. 

"In  tlir  m.-antiin.-  tin-  hritl.'s  khI.i  is  h.itiL;  mad.-. 

"Th.'  Arabs  liav.-  a  provt-rb  whi.li  says,  '  A  ^'irl 
is  marriac.-ablf  as  soon  as  sh.-  b.<,nns  tf)  look  in  a 
mirror.'  11.  nc-  tht-  briii.-  inav  b.-  as  voimu  as  t%\.Iv.- 
y.-ars,    but    morr    usually     sli.-    is    from     tiftr.n    t<» 

si\t.'«'U. 

"Slu-  mav  sh.-d  a  f.-\\  l.-ars,  but  tli.-v  art-  (|uu  kly 
dri.d  as  she  s.-cs  tin-  j.-wcls  for  Iht  adornm.-iU.  Ht-r 
.■y.s  arc  dark.-n.Hl  witti  kohla.  tlu-  .v.-ljr.iws  art- 
joinid  to^M-tlicr  by  a  black  lin.-  of  paint  thoiiclit  to 
b.-  v.rv  b.aulifui  by  Orientals  lli.-  lips  rrdddifd, 
th.-  lair  smoothed  with  pom.'de  m.idr  of  henna,  whi(  h 
is  also  Used  to  (.-oluur  the  n.iils  of  the  hands.  'I  he 
'  melhafa,'  a  ^'arinent  in  one  piece,  is  knott.-d  lountl 
the  body,  and  a  white  veil,  fixed  on  the  head,  fails 
at  cadi  side  and  (juite  envelops  her. 

"'I'lie  cveuin^  jiasses  with  joyous  Sony  and  music. 
"The  next  niorninL:  a  mule  or  camel,  decorated 
with  Kav  saddle  cloths,  is  led  up,  and  the  bride, 
covered  i)v  her  veil,  mounts  and  starts  on  the  journey 
to  her  future  hu^.l)and,  who  impatiently  awaits  her 
(omin^.  This  journey,  under  a  radiant  sun,  with 
their  hearts  full  of  paiety  and  happiness,  is  made 
the   occasion   of    much   display. 

"The  bridegroom,  afTectint:  a  calm  indifTcrenre, 
is  waiting  at  some  distance  from  the  paternal  hous»' 
surround. d  by   his  friends. 

"The  bride  is  brought,  closely  v.-iled,  to  the 
lliresliold  of  her  neu  home.  Her  mother-in-law  r.'- 
ceives  her  there  and  offers  her  a  bowl  of  butt.-r,  into 
which  she  plunges  her  hand,   and,   withdrawing   it, 
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plasters  with  butter  the  door,  -y  ol  the  house,  or 
the  supports  of  the  tent.  The  exact  meaning  of  th.is 
custom  seems  U>  have  been  lost,  but  it  is  supposed 
to  I)rin^'  down  the  blessing  of  Heav<'n  on  the  new- 
household.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the  bride- 
groom's fete  is  taking  place  away  from  the  house, 
and  only  the  female  relatives  receive  the  bride. 

"The  evening  is  passed  in  rej  icmg;  guns  are 
fired,  crackers  exploded,  songs  and  stories  recited, 
while  tlu*  music  of  the  flutes  and  drums  is  incessant. 
"Sometimes  these  celebrations  take  place  in  the 
palm  garden  of  the  bridegroom's  family.  During 
the  days  of  them  he  is  required  to  bear  himself  very 
modestly,  his  greatest  friend  directing  everything 
for  him. 

"As  was  said  of  a  bridegroom  we  heard  of,  '  Yes, 
1  e  is  very  shy,  but  he  is  glad  in  his  heart.'  During 
the  honeymoon  he  must  hardly  be  seen  in  the  streets 
tir  HI  the  cafes. 

"At  last  the  friends  disperse,  and  for  the  bride 
an  anxious  moment  arrives.  Alone  in  her  room  she 
awaits  her  husband,  who  will  now  see  her  unveiled 
for  the  first  time !  On  his  entrance  a  curious 
ceremony  takes  place.  The  husband  gives  to  his 
wife  a  piece  of  money  varying  from  ten  to  two  francs, 
according  to  his  means;  then,  sitting  bv  her  side 
on  one  of  the  nuptial  cushions,  he  makes  lier  take 
off  one  by  one  her  bracelets,  ear-rings  and  necklaces 
which  have  contributed  to  her  beauty.  Is  it  that 
'beauty  unadorned'  m^y  be  estimated  at  its  real 
worth?  If  the  woman  is  not  pleasing  to  him  the 
man  may  at  this  moment  decline  the  marriage  and 
send  the  girl  home.  But  this  is  not  often  done,  for 
the  ill-feeling  created  by  such  an  act  would  be  very 
deep  and  aggravated. 
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"In  some  countries  (and,  alas!  several  of  our 
friends  admitted  the  practice)  the  husband,  to 
establish  his  supremacy,  takes  witii  him  to  this  first 
interview  a  stick,  which  lie  places  near  his  wife;  and 
one  is  certain  no  words  are  needed  to  explain  its 
significance. 

"It  was  no  uncommon  sight  in  Biskra  to  see  the 
friends  of  the  bridegroom  being  invited  to  join  in 
and  being  carried  off  to  the  festivities.  Men  playing 
drums  and  hautboys  went  from  house  to  house,  each 
new  guest  joining  in  the  procession  as  invited. 

"I  sometimes  talked  to  Nakhla  about  the  women, 
but  there  never  could  be  any  agreement  between 
us.  Her  own  case  was  a  very  sad  <jne,  illustrating 
the  facility  lor  divorce  which,  like  almost  every  other 
custom  in  this  land,  bears  hardly  on  the  wiimen. 
A  patient  smile  would  come  across  her  handsome 
face,  a  smile  as  nearly  akin  to  tears  as  to  laughter, 
and  she  would  say,  '  Madame,  it  is  our  custom.  If 
mv  husb.  1  keeps  me  within  dcKjrs,  and  takes  care 
that  I  am  closely  v.-iled  so  that  no  man  may  see 
me,  it  is  because  he  loves  me  and  is  jealous  of  my 
good  name.'  If  he  were  careless  of  this,  it  would 
be  unkind,  and  mv  heart  would  ache!  '  " 


This  seclusion  and  the  veil  are  ordered  in  the 
Koran.  It  shows  the  power  of  the  Prophet's  slightest 
word,  that  all  the  millions  of  women  of  Islam  should 
be  thus  cruelly  burdened  because  of  a  little  jealousy 
on  his  part  of  Ayesha;  and  of  that  exaggerated  idea 
of  his  own  importance  which  came  upon  him  in 
the   days  of  his  worldly  success,    when   he   ii-t   his 


•  Surj   xxxiii.   50.     ••  Thnt   thpy   nity  be  known   ro  bo  (natrons  of 
refjuution."— Sale's  translation. 
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own  wives  into  a  catecrorv  apart  from  other  women* 
and  ordered  tliem  to  "abide  still  in  your  houses." 

What  a  pitv  that  Mohammet  could  nf)t  have  been 
content  at  the  time  with  tli(;  veiling;:  of  his  pretty 
voiint;  wife,  and  with  the  shutting  up  of  his  own 
harem,  instead  of  atldint:  the  fateful  wortis  which 
bind  for  ever  the  "wives  of  all  the  faithful." 

'I'hose  lamentable  restrictions  are,  however,  but  a 
part  of  tlie  deep-rooted  idea  in  the  Arab  mind  that 
the  woman  is  but  an  addition  to  the  ^of)ds  and 
chattels  of  a  man,  important  only  as  she  ministers 
to  his  pleasure. 

Manv  writers  are  satisfied  that  after  M<ihammet 
the  position  of  women  was  worse  than  before.  Hut 
what,  mav  be  asked,  are  the  veil  and  the  seclusion 
in  comparison  with  all  that  is  revealed  of  the  value 
set  upon  women  under  conditions  where  female  chil- 
dren were  buried  alive?  And.  as  al^o  in  pre-Islamic 
times,  a  man's  wives  descended  to  his  sons  with 
other  propertv  ! 

But  still,  I  think  it  was  to  the  natural  kindness 
of  the  Prophet's  rnind,  and  not  to  anv  real  appre- 
ciation of  the  true  worth  of  women,  that  anv  im- 
provement was  due.  "Woman,"  he  said,  "was  made 
of  a  crooked  rib,  and  if  you  trv  to  straighten  her 
she  breaks."  In  sterner  moods  he  said,  "1  have  not 
left  anv  calainity  more  detrimental  to  mankind  than 
women."  Still  he  advises  kindness:  "Either  keep 
them  with  kindness,  or  in  kindness  part  from  tliem";t 
and  althoutih  he  allows  chastisement,]:  he  never 
himself  punished,  in  spite  of  much  provocation,  anv 
of  his  wives  with  the  rod.  He  wished  the  men  to 
reprove  their  wives  onlv   indoors — one  of  the  manv 
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small  things  wliicli  indicatf,  it)  iii\  mind,  thai 
.\l(J).':nim<'t  was  wlial  the  sclmulhov  calls  "a  dftcnt 
sort." 

riif  supcrioritx-  of  men  over  Wiinit-ii  is  dcrlarcd 
in  tin-  Koran  in  tlu-  most  |:)rf(  ist-  lans,nia<,'f.  "Tln' 
men  arc  a  sh-j)  above  tlit-ni."*  "Men  an-  supt-rior 
to  woiiumi  on  aci-oiint  ot  the  (juali'io  with  which 
(lod  hath  trifled  the  one  above  the  oilur,  ruul  on 
account  of  ilif  oiitla\  they  make  from  tluir  substance 
for  tlu'm."f 

The  tine  for  slayintr  a  woman  is  onl\'  half  that 
ftir  s'ayint,'  a  man.  "because  the  rank  of  a  woman 
is  lower  than  thai  of  a  man,  so  also  are  her  faculties 
and  uses."  At  the  same  time  the  many  critus  of 
Islam  who  declare  that  it  is  doubtful  if  women  are 
accredited  even  with  souls  are  disproved  at,'ain  ami 
ai,'ain,  as  I  have  shown.  "Whoso  doth  t!ie  ihinus 
that  are  rit,'ht,  whether  male  or  female,  .and  he  or 
she  .'i  belie\-er     these  shall  enter   Paradise."  X 

Marriaj^H'  is  rei^arded  as  a  reliij:ious  act,  und  it 
may  not  (in  iheorv,  as  with  is)  be  taken  in  hand 
inadvisedly,  lightly,  or  wantonI\.  There  are  eleven 
onditions  to  be  observed.  The  first  is  ability  to 
support  a  wife.  Marriai,'e  with  jM-rsons  in  cxtrctnis 
is  not  allowed,  or  with  pt-rsons  seriouslv  ill  or  in 
an\  way  physically  unlit;  there  must  be  a  marriage 
ijift  (it  is  understood  that  "marriai,'e"  is  alwavs  the 
union  of  a  man  with  a  woman,  and  never  the  reverse), 
and  at  the  cert-monv  the  representative  of  the  woman, 
havine:  the  ri<,'ht  t(,  contrad  ;i  marriage  for  her, 
must  be  present,  '["he  presence  lif  witnesses  is  re- 
(juired,  consisting  of  persons  ha\ing  the  ri^lit  to 
exercise  aiithoritv.  such  as  father,  brother,  guardian, 
patron,  or  the  .Arab   K.-tid,   who  c(jntracts  marriages 

*   Sur.i   ii,    .•jS.  '    sur.,   iv,   jS.  ;   Si,rj   ,v,    ij... 
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for  orplians  who  lack  rt-presentatives.  Tlie  marriage 
must  be  contracted  in  tlu;  presenct'  {>{  at  least  two 
witiu'sst's,  free  men,  pious,  aiul  ot  a^f.  If  llit- 
marriage  is  consimimatcd  without  the  fulfilling  uf 
these  conditions  it  mav  be  annulled  by  the  law.  But 
it  must  be  remembered  that  a  father  has  the  right 
to  insist  on  the  marriage  of  a  daughter,  and  his 
authority  over  sons  is  very  great,  and  almost  un- 
ciues'ioned-  -an  undr.iifiil  s<jn  being  very  rare. 

.\ctual  divorce  by  llie  man  is  rare  amongst 
Moslems,  the  Koran  having  made  it  difticult,  by  a 
subtle  rule  intended  to  outwit  the  Arab  who  used  to 
put  his  uife  away  from  him  and  yet  prevent  her 
from  liaxing  a  pr(jper  release.  But  by  subterfuges 
of  reasoning,  not  at  all  creditable,  the  .Moslem  still 
gets  rid  of  his  wife  \ery  easily,  and  on  very  slight 
pretext,  bv  a  process  called  repudiation,  which  bears 
with  great  injustice  and  cruelty  on  the  woman.  If 
he  tires  of  her  for  any  reason,  or  merely  wishes  to 
replace  her.  he  drives  her  away  with  a  formula  of 
repudiation;  and  if,  m  this  hopeless  case,  she  wishes 
a  proper  release,  she  can  only  get  it  by  the  money 
he  paid  for  her,  or  a  part  of  it,  called  a  "compen- 
sating gift,"  being  returned  to  him.  To  use  a  vul- 
garism, "the  man  has  it  both  ways." 

I)i\orce  for  tlu'  woman  is  of  two  sorts,  by 
"release."  and  Ijy  the  law  for  her,  of  course,  there 
is  no  "repudiation."  Bv  release,  a  wife  may  rebuy 
her  libertv  with  the  aid  of  the  compensating  gift, 
usuallv  tile  giving  up  of  her  marriage  portion,  if 
her  husband  will  consent  fairly.  Tlie  woman  may 
apply  to  the  law  for  divorce  without  the  man's  con- 
sent, if  she  proves  he  is  physically  unlit  or  unwilling 
for  tlie  married  state,  if  he  ill-treats  her  or  beats  her 
•.vithout   reason,  if  he  refuses  her  food,  lodgings  or 
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clothes,   or   tlicrc   is   any    illegality   in   the   marriage 
cerenKjny. 

If  tin-  woman  discovers  a  previous  wooing  on 
the  part  of  the  husband,  even  thoucrh  the  other  lady 
neither  refused  nor  aitt-pted  him,  this  is  recognised 
as  a  ground  for  divorce  -all  previous  betrothal  being 
legal  obstacle  to  marriage;  and  it  is  foriiidden  by 
express  stipulation  to  promis-  marriage  to  a  woman 
who  is  awaiting  the  time  to  expire  for  her  legal 
release  from  the  husband  who  has  repudiated  her. 

'I  he  children  of  the  divorced  belong  to  their  father, 
but  their  education  and  the  maternal  car.-  (.f  their 
infancy  is  especially  c<mrided  to  the  mother.  A 
divijrced  woman  takes  her  children  with  her,  and 
cares  for  them  until  they  are  grown  up,  but  tlie 
expenses  must  be  borne  bv  the  fatiier.  If,  however, 
the  divorced  wife  enters  upon  another  marriage,  the 
father  has  the  right  to  demand  his  children  of  her. 
To  the  credit  of  the  Mussulman  is  the  fact  that  he 
never  allows  that  a  mother  may  be  deprived  of  her 
children  in  any  circumstances  but  these. 

This  dark  picture  of  marriage,  as  it  affects  the 
women,  I  must  in  justice  relieve  by  pointing  to  some 
bright  spots,  for  in  <jur  own  experience  we  found 
some  happy  homes,  where  good  men— the  husbands 
of  one  wife- were  caring  for  and  protecting  their 
wives  and  children,  where  sons  were  cherishing  their 
widowed  mothers  with  great  tenderness,  and  where 
women  were  living  quiet  lives  secure  in  the  love  and 
respect  of  their  husbands  and  children. 

The  love  between  mothers  and  sons  is,  indeed, 
often  very  deep.  It  is  not  a  reputcAle  thing  to 
repudiate  a  wife,  and  there  are  manv  .Arab  men  of 
gentle  character  to  whom  personal  reputation  and 
true  piety  are  of  the  first  value. 


i . 


2T2 


THF    DRSERT   GATEWAY 


rnfortunati-K  ,  to  tlic  bulk  of  tlic  men  of  Isl.iin, 
freedom  to  follow  natural  inrlinatitjii  in  this  matter 
is  their  last  and  most  savaj,'ely  guarded  fort  of 
paganism,  at^ainst  which  civilisation  (as  the  F'reneh 
(iovernment  is  well  aware)  as  \ft  d.are  not  turn 
its  trims. 

The  t^reatest  \vorl<  the  f"*roplut  did  for  woinen. 
after  abolish hl;  the  bari)arous  custom  of  burvint,' 
female  children  alive,  was  to  secure  hir  them  what 
had  alwavs  behire  been  doul)tful  the  ritrht  of  in- 
heriting and  holdintr  propertv.  and  in  insistint;  on 
justice  l)eiiit:  done  to  the  widow  and  ori)han.  It  is 
not  lawful  for  a  Mosli-m  to  be  jieir  of  a  \\'\iv  \\ith(»iit 
her  will,  and  the  m<'an  trick  of  retaining  them 
bv  constant  repetition  of  a  technical  marriai^e  after 
divorce,  just  previous  to  the  dav  on  which  the  woman 
would  be  free,  so  that  th.ey  were  not  reallv  wives, 
vet  (ould  not  be  free  until  the  dowrv  iiad  been  re- 
turned, is  stront^lv  condemned.* 

'Ihe  pmperty  of  husband  and  of  wife  is  reirulated 
by  common  ri,<,dit.  Marriat^M-.  inste.-id  of  anniillinp 
a  woman's  riLrht,  pives  her  a  civil  status,  assurint,^ 
her  a  marriape  pcjrtion.  and  leaves  her  to  the  enjov- 
ment  of  her  pers(>nal  propertv  without  compellint: 
her  to  c<mtribiUe  to  the  expenses  of  tlie  houseliold. 
The  husband  may  prevent  her,  however,  from  usintr 
more  than  a  third  of  her  fortune  in  works  of  bene- 
volence and  charitv  another  thrust.  I  ima^'ine,  at 
any  possible  power  of  a  priesthood,  which  Moliammet 
did  evervthini:  possible  to  thwart. 

When  a  Moslem  wife  becomes  a  widow  she  is 
maintained  l»y  charges  on  the  husband's  successor, 
and  receives  by  right  a  portion,  defined  in  the  Koran, 
of  her  husband's,  as  of  her  father's,  property. 

*  Sura  iv,  23. 
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Moliammrt  also  set  a  limit  for  the  first  timr  on 
tin-  miinbcr  of  uivt-s.  A  bt'lit'vt.'r  may  not  liave 
more  than  four  wives,  or  if  lie  has  slaves,  the 
lUimhcr,  iiuludinj;  his  wives,  imist  not  be  more  than 
four.*  if  he  ran  not  make  decent  provisif)n  for  more, 
he  must  have  oiilv  one  wife. 

Sim  »•  the  l-"reM(  h  occupatiftn  of  Algeria  something 
has  been  done  to  jnit  a  stop  to  polygamy  by  taking 
awav  from  any  man  ulio  indulges  in  it  all  rivil 
rights:  and  as  tiiis  applies  to  all  the  Arab  otVicials 
and  their  assistants,  through  whom  the  (('untrv 
is  governed,  and  all  oftirers  in  the  native  regiments, 
there  are,  on  the  surface,  signs  of  advance. 

All's  amused  surprise  when  1  asked  him  to  gain 
admission  for  a  lady  staymg  at  our  hotel  to  the  harem 
of  the  Bach  Aghar,  the  Chief  of  the  official  Arabs, 
may  be  imagined  I  The  lady  had  come  on  by  way 
of  Tangiers,  where  the  harems  are  sometimes  very 
"  thronged." 

But  there  can  be  no  interference  with  the  illimit- 
able loophole  which  admits  dependent  women,  by  the 
sanction  of  the  Koran — "  God  desireth  to  make  your 
burden  light:  for  tnan  hath  been  created  weak"t — 
and  I  fear  in  this  matter  there  has  been  little  advance 
in  principle  or  sentiment,  on  which  alone  can  any 
real  improvement  be  established. 

This  must  lead  to  the  consideration  of  another 
phase  of  the  woman  question,  on  which  not  one  word 
(an  be  found  in  favour  of  the  Arabs  involved  in  it. 
'Ihe  fad  that  in  a  small  town  like  Biskra  there  are  two 
of  the  native  streets  occupied  chiefly  by  women  of 
the  Ouled  Nail  tribe  admits,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  of 
no  explanation  favourable  to  the  men  of  this  race; 
of  whom  the  Talmud  savs  that  nine  parts  of  sexual 
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passion  have  born  givrn  tf)  tlir  Arabs  and  only  one 
to  the  rest  of  (he  world. 

I  have  had  reason  to  mention  several  of  the  mis- 
leading; ideas,  very  unfavourable  to  the  Arab  people, 
which  have  been  disseminated  by  Enj^dish  writers 
with  little  experience  of  their  at  tual  lives,  until  they 
have  be(  (inie  the  n(  cepted  dicta  a{  stav-at-home  foll<. 

Fn  this  particular  matter,  however,  the  proverbial 
opinion  has,  so  far  as  I  have  read  it,  always  been  too 
lenient.  In  these  lands,  it  is  true,  the  illef^itimate 
child  is  almost  unknown  as  compared  with  our  own 
country.  But  the  accepted  idea  is  that  this  merit, 
with  the  belief  that  the  streets  are  free  from  the  parade 
which  is  the  reprf)ach  of  our  own  cities  and  towns, 
should  prevent  a  polyandrous  people  like  the  English 
from  casting  stones  at  the  polygamous  Moslems. 

But  what  are  the  facts?  Here  is  a  people  who 
adopt  very  early  marriage,'  to  whom  what  stands 
for  divorce  is  made  easy;  who  are  not  restricted 
at  any  one  time  to  a  single  wife,  and  yet  am<jngst 
whom,  at  the  same  time,  prostitution  exists  without 
—so  far  as  I  could  gather— a  trace  of  scandal  or 
shame. 

I  thought  at  one  tmie  that  possibly  the  stream  of 
cosmopolitan  visitors  to  Biskra  might  have  some- 
thing to  do  with  the  extent  and  quality  of  this 
quarter,  but  the  fact  that  at  places  as  remote  from  the 
track  of  the  tourist  as  Touggourt  (i8o  mih's  south  of 
Biskra,  in  the  desert)  and  Bou  Saada,  to  the  north, 
there  are  exactly  similar  streets,   disproves  this. 

These  women,  called  Ahnees,  who  have  made  by 
their  conduct  the   name  of  ti  t   Ouled   \ad   tribe  so 

•  Since  wriiin-  this  I  h.iv-  I-.,d  a  lott-r  from  our  voun:;  school- 
tV'.v  friend  Bm.lriss,  j^ivin-  mr  .1  comnii^sion  to  buv  for  him  n 
ring  for  ins  marriage  '. 
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infamous,  come  from  thi  district  bftwevn  Bou  Saada 
on  tlif  north  and  ilu-  /iban  011  tlu'  south.  Tlu-y  an 
very  dark  in  ( mnpU-xion,  llie  c. cijrowh  bt-in^  ron- 
nccted  and  .several  small  signs  being  made  on  their 
faces  by  tattooing;  they  are  much  d.<rkened  under 
tile  eyes,  and  their  colour  is  heighten. d  by  the 
appiiiation  of  grease-p.iinl.  '1  iiev  wear  their  l)la(  k 
hair  plaited  and  brought  over  the  ears  and  t;eneral!y 
bejewelled.  Often  rount;  their  heads  they  uea--  a 
very  gay  little  shaw  They  are  below  medium 
height,  and  owing  to  the  way  their  bright-coloured 
dresses,  of  the  simplest  cut,  aie  bunched  out  round 
the  waist,  anrl  are  shortened  to  display  their  silver 
anklets,  they  have  a  somewhat  stunted  appearance. 

In  the  matter  of  dress  the  Alm<es  never  depart 
from  that  which  is  perfectly  proper  and  decent;  in 
the  dance  they  are  as  fully  clothed  as  in  the  street. 
The  ordinary  decollctee  gown  of  the  linglish  lady 
would  astonish  them,  as  much  as  it  does  the  Arab 
man.  They  wear  an  abundance  of  jewellery,  mostly 
of  silver,  but  there  is  one  of  them  who  struts  about 
in  a  sort  of  trellised  armour,  which  consists  chiefly 
of  English  sovereigns,  linked  skilfully  together,  l.est 
this  should  be  thought  too  compromising,  howe  t, 
I  must  state  that  this  girl  knew  nothing  of  me 
history  of  these  coins  e.xcept  that  their  credit  was 
perfect,  and  that  she  admired  the  St.  George  and 
the  Dragon  side  of  this  coin  more  than  the  design 
of  the  French  twenty-franc  pieces  !  .\fter  dancing 
in  the  cafe  one  evening  she  approached  a  I-'rench 
gentleman  of  my  accjuaintance,  wiio  speaks  .\rabic, 
and  requested  him  to  ask  me  to  give  her  an  Knglish 
sovereign  for  the  requisite  twenty-five  francs,  to  be 
added  to  her  armour. 

There  is  no  more  attemnt  at  sem-rv  In  rhf  m.'ik-m tr 
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"I  III'  II  K'lli  I  |)v  ihr  .\liiiii>,  It  is  (jftcn  performed 
^^iili  I  li.ind-iiiiirnr  .iiid  oilur  ri'(|iiisili>  <in  tlnir 
dixiiNltp.s  (111  ;i  siiiiny  iiioriiiiii,'  tli.in  llii-rc  is  of  tlir 
purpose  ot  ilieir  re\oItnij,dv  siij,'L;e>ti\e  .-iiul  im;:;;iiidv 
d.iiK  mil:  in  llie  Aral)  c.ilcs  in  llie  <\eiiinL:s.  nrul  ttie 
sitlMi^^  uiil)  the  lii^lited  raridlr  at  llie  dooruavs  at 
IUl;!)!,   I  oMm  lelK  rles>  nhjei  Is  of  lommcMt   to  tile   MolsV 

t  lowds  passjiii^  lip  and  down. 

And  uliai  an  e\(  itinj,'  s( cue  ol  piilsalmi,',  nervous 
Id''  'Ins  «|iiiitei  of  liislaa  is  when  nijuditfall  has 
(ailsi'cl  (Ik-  llMl<'  electric  street  lifjllls  to  twinkle,  tile 
candit  s  to  nil  Ker  h\  the  doorwavs.  the  dam  inj;  <  afi-s 
lo  uakr  lip  lo  (  roudcd  acliviiv.  the  while  the  weirdly 
escitin'^  music  of  tiit-  hairdiovs  and  the  drums  makes 
an  aMdinpanimeiit  l<i  the  halthlr,  of  which  the  e\- 
f>l(isi\e  Araliic  chatter  ot  tile  men  and  voiiths  as 
thev  strut  critically  up  and  down  is  tin-  i  liief  eleinent. 

I  he  miiiles  now  appear  with  their  luiropeaii 
patrons,  hoih  men  and  women,  some  curious,  and 
others  obviously  alarmed  by  the  stranuo  scene,  the 
^i.CnitK  aiKc  of  uhidi  they  only  partly  ennipreiirnd. 
Without  anv  sii^n  of  sclf-consciousness,  vour  guid<', 
a  iTiere  lad  perhaps,  will  point  out  to  voii  the  special 
(harms  of  this  or  that  Alniee,  stoopini:  to  lift  a 
hand  so  that  you  may  see  the  bracelets,  or  will  call 
your  attention  to  the  beauty  of  the  suite  of  barbaric 
jewellery  worn  upon  the  head  or  across  the  breast. 

All  the  time  the  \isitor  of  sensitive  temperament 
feels  that  he  is  walkiiiij  as  it  were  on  lh<-  heated  crust 
ot  a  \o|,ano,  whidi  in  an  instant  mav  flare  up  or 
'•vplodr  with  the  overwhelmini:  force  of  human 
p.-i^^ion  burning;  umleriieath.  True,  there  is  a  patrol 
<•!  SIX  I'VctK  h  soldiers  .always  on  the  move,  but  their 
ban-  bavon.t.  srem  like  Mrs.  Pnrtincton's  mop,  as. 
indeed,   several   times  thev  provt>d  to  be  durine  our 
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st.'iy,  u lit  II  tin-  .\tl;inii(  nl  unhridlfd  pasMoii  i)\»  r- 
wlu'lincd  sinti  trilling  rrsistaiK  t'. 

Ui-mfiiilxr  ili.it  liJNlxra  is  a  f;al<-way  <if  the  Saliara, 
and  that  litrt'  resort  mcri  who  know  little  or  nothmu 
of  any  sort  of  <  ivilisation,  ('Mnini:  froni  tribes  who 
lia\<-  I  iiang((!  little,  if  iit  all,  trom  the  old  i  usimii.s 
oi  Arabia,  the  .same  men  whom  the  prophet  Is.u.ih 
described  as  barbarous,  in  whose  tents  Das  id,  when 
he  wanted  peai  e,  found  it  woe  to  dwell,  for  tliev  h.iti  li 
|)rare.*  W'iiat  elemental  human  forces  are  stdreti 
lip  in  the  minds  ol  these  dwellers  in  the  vast  .iiid 
awful  desert,  to  flash  ,-md  burst  at  the  lir^l  (  outai  t 
with  human  life  in  the  populous  oasis! 

Is  it  siirprisini:;,  for  inst;ui(e.  that  sometimes  these 
untlefended  women  are  murdered  in  the  small, 
isniatrd  1  hambcrs  up  the  steep,  dark  stairs,  for  the 
sake  of  the  J,'')ld  and  silver  tiiey  display  as  part  ot 
their  allurement  ? 

On«>  niffht  during  uur  stay  an  Arab  of  the  desert 
dem.inded  admissi(m  and  was  refused.  Ulai  k-browed 
and  in  deadly  silence  he  wont  away,  to  return  in  the 
deserted  hour  of  the  early  morning,  fonc  an  entrance, 
and  with  suppk'  Arab  hands  strangle  the  ,t,Mrl  in  blind 
passion.  Scorning,  this  man,  to  touch  her  posses- 
sions, for  his  passion  was  not  that  of  greed,  lie  tied 
away  across  the  desert  again,  to  find  one  day  the  grip 
of  the  law  upon  him  as  he  stood  in  the  distant  market 
of  Touggourt. 

Never  once  did  I  gain  the  slightest  (  Iiie  to  the 
attitude  of  the  ((tnscjencf  of  the  .Arab  man  in  this 
matter.  I'nless  the  .Mmee  can  be  called  a  slave,  in 
the  sense  of  the  Koran's  use  of  the  word  (and  I  do 
not  believe  it),  the  teaching  of  Islam f  is  as  ( learly 
against  it  all  as  is  that  of  the  Christian  Scriptures. 
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Ali  would  not  discuss  llic  subject,  and  always  led  us 
tlirfMiph  tilt'  town  by  any  way  rather  than  down 
the  Oulcd  Xail  streets.  Another  Arab  friend  beg>;ed 
us  to  forj:jet  it.  Hut  in  every  other  way  I  found  no 
sipn  of  reticence  c>r  reserve,  but  a  simple  acccj  tance, 
as  it  the  matter  called  for  no  comment. 

I  beiieve  that  when  the  Arab  is  irreli^'ious,  he,  with 
the  utmost  frankness,  admits  no  restraint  of  any  sort 
on  his  conduct,  in  this  or  in  any  other  matter,  and 
only  (oncerns  himself  not  to  be  "found  out"  when 
there  is  a  ()uestion  of  lej,'al  punishment.  When  he 
is  bad,  he  is  \ery  bad  indeed.  IJut  on  the  other 
hand,  the  pious  Mo.,lem  is  a  man  who  tries  to  observe 
the  !.ius  of  life  laid  down  by  his  I'rophet.  And  I 
must  add  that  Moliammet  constantly  refers  to  this 
weakness  of  man,  and  treats  it  as  one  to  be  regarded 
leniently. 

It  would  be  very  misleading  if  I  ilid  not  state  that, 
outside  these  two  streets,  which  are  easily  avoided, 
the  visitor  need  not  fear  any  obtrusion  of  this 
debasing  feature  of  Iiastern  life. 

How  deceptive  and  complicated  a  thing  is  human 
nature;  how  strangely  mixed  are  its  motives,  and 
how  curiously  elusive  it  is  of  the  assorting  and 
labelling  by  which  we  try  to  hx  each  other's  place 
in  the  departments  of  a  moral  code  I  How  infinitely 
greater  is  it  than  many  of  the  paltry  categories  under 
which  we  think  we  can  register  it;  and  how  utterly 
worse  I  Who,  indeed,  can  know  the  spirit  of  man  ? 
On  the  railuay  station  at  Biskra  one  day  1  saw 
a  little  scene  whi(  h  will  give  pause  to  one's  ordinary 
clear-clipped  judgments  of  the  sort  so  precious  to 
the  complacent  ego.  A  tall  young  Arab  of  the  tribe 
of  Ouled  Nail  was  leaving  Biskra,  to  which,  witii 
his  motiicr,  he   had  been  paying  a  slK»rt  visit.     He 
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was  takin.'  '  k  witli  him  one  of  the  Alrtn'-es,  a  girl 
named   Z^  who   liad   been    in    Biskra   for   two  or 

three  year:  :  was  well  known  as  being  prettier  than 
most  of  her  <_<  nipanions,  with  tiic  intention  of  marry- 
ing her  -a  lun  uncommon  event,  although  it  is 
strictly  forbidden  to  marry  a  woman  of  maiivais  vie. 

Here  is  this  girl,  after  such  an  amazing  episode 
in  her  career,  f|uietly  dressed  and  fully  veiled,  being 
(.ircfully  chaperoned  by  the  man's  mother,  while 
several  of  the  Almees,  with  tears  of  sorrow  at  the 
parting  pouring  down  their  unveiled  and  painted 
faces,  are  clinging  tt>  her  and  caressing  her  with  every 
sign  of  childlike  affection,  while  they  press  upon  her 
presents  of  all  sorts  ! 

The  train  moves  off;  the  girls  stand  almost 
petrified  with  grief;  then  with  those  rending  sobs, 
the  pain  of  which  only  children  know,  they  turn 
again  to  the  town.  Truly  there  may  be  "a  jewel  of 
gold  in  a  swine's  snout." 


CHAPTER     X 

THR     DANCING     DEKVISH     AND     THE     MARABO   IT 

()\  Ihc  (l<T\isii  fi.-iMd'^,  .-1  urc.-it  il.'.-i!  lias  been  written 
!)>•  \isit(.r.s  \n  the  I-:,-isi,  and  in  scnsatinn.il  tidi'm  tin- 
llirillinf;  hnrnirs  of  ilicsc  cxhihiii,  .ns  arc  paintfd  with 
tlif  nioM  hirid  of  "Idcal  (olour." 

In  liiskra.  of  course,  (here  i^  a  rictnand  for  tliis 
sort  ot  things  ■nul  as  nnmcy  will  bnv  almost  anvthint; 
in  these  roiintrjes,  where  it  is  so  scarce,  the  piides 
can  arran^'e  a  <lervish  performance  anv  evening  for 
about  twenty  francs.  On  l-'riday,  the  Arab  Sabbath, 
a  perfoimance  is  ^i\en  whether  tourists  and  their 
money-   arc  forthcom;Mg  or  not. 

I  was  a  preat  piizzh'  to  Taib  and  th.-  other  guides 
in  nev<'r  showing  the  least  anxiety  to  see  a  profes- 
sional exhibition  of  the  mad  danVes.  'Ihev  would 
take  me  in  the  daytime  to  see  the  room  in  which 
the  show  is  given,  and  would  do  everything  possible 
lo  excite  my  curiosity.  But  I  was  slow  to  respond; 
for  one  thing  I  had  ct^nceived  so  much  afTcction  for 
my  Arab  friends,  and  so  much  respect  for  their 
religious  devotion,  that  I  detested  the  idea  of  seeing 
any  of  their  race  engaged  in  practices  whidi,  in  the 
n.ime  of  religion,  degrade  lumi.  n  brings. 

One  evening,  liowfver,  a  party  was  trade  up  from 
our  hold,  consisting  of  some  older  people  and  two 
or  three  girls,  under  the  guiilance  of  Vussef. 

The  room  used  by  the  dervishes  is  small,  with 
one  short  form   for  visitors  to  sit  upcjn,   so  tiiat  the 
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ri'tl-liot  l)razifr  for  tht-  lu-ating  of  the  in.stniniciiis 
is  (|uit('  il(t:->f  to  tlu>ni,  and  the  space  for  tlic  dancin;^ 
is  so  limited  lliat  e\ crvtliiiiij  that  is  done  i-«  under 
their  observation,  as  far  as  the  ditnness  of  the  lij.'.lit 
w  ill  allow. 

'i  lie  yoiini^er  meinhors  of  this  party  had  <:one  in 
fear  and  IremblintT,  and  the  interior  of  the  ni\>f  rions 
( iiamhi  r  did  nothini,'  to  all;iy  their  ner\ous  appre- 
hensions. 

.\  dervisli  and  his  boy  subject  a'-rived,  and  tiie 
litter  was  ^iven  at  ont*-  a  sort  oi  snuff  to  iidiale. 
The  brazier  was  stirred  into  greater  fierceness  and 
iron  bars  uere  pushed  into  it,  'Ihe  boy.  apparently 
under  some  sort  of  hypnotic  control,  bepan  to  dani  e, 
at  hrst  in  a  (juiet  way,  gradually  incn-asing  his  in- 
fatuated movements  until  he  attainetl  a  frenzy  uhi(h 
( ompletely  possessed  him.  His  turban  ga\e  wav 
and  streamed  round  him,  dropping  to  tlu'  llcKir,  while 
he  shook  his  head  inadlv  from  side  to  side,  his 
"  Mohammet."  or  pig-tail,  at  the  back  of  his  other- 
wise shaven  head,  wa\ing  wildly  and  dislu-velled  in 
llie  air  anil  adding  to  his  uncouth  a[)[>earance.  the 
one  L,armenl  he  wore  twirling  like  th<'  skirt  of  a 
l)allet    danc<'r. 

It  was  wh.;'n  the  posso.ssion  seemed  complete  that 
he,  at  a  whispered  suggestion  from  ihf  dt-rx  ish, 
pulhd  the  red-hot  iron  bars  from  the  tire  and  pusix'd 
them  close  up  under  his  arms,  where  In-  lu'ld  them 
light.  Snatching  them  again  in  his  bare  h.anit,  he 
plunged  them  into  the  Ore  again  until  thcv  were  red, 
tlien,  holding  out  his  garment,  he  drew  tin-  red-hot 
iron   rtcross   his  chest. 

D.incing  himself  again  into  a  frenzy,  lie  look  a 
sword  and  thrust  the  |ioint  through  his  cheek,  leaving 
a  <li  all-cut  hole  from  which  no  blood  could  be  seen 
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to  flow;  then,  taking  a  hnig  pin-  like  a  lady's  hat- 
pin -!ie  pushed  this  through  his  eyelids,  with  as  little 
apparent  etlect. 

Lpon  the  skull  of  tlie  boy  ilie  dervish  now  dirccleii 
heavv  blows  with  a  stick,  the  while  he  danced  with 
a  fury  which  increased  until  lie  f<-ll  exhausted  to  the 
flix^r,  a  sign  that  the  performance  was  over. 

This  boy  did  not  eat  a  sheet  of  glass,  as  is  otlen 
done  at  these  performances,  wiu-n  the  l)oys  engaged 
will  crunch  and  swallow  tli<-  gla^s  with  apparent 
enjoyment. 

l-'arly  in  the  performaiKc  om-  of  the  Ivnglisii  girls 
present  had  I>«'come  so  revolted  and  alarmed  that  "^Ik- 
fled  out  of  the  room  into  the  street,  where  tlie  fear 
that  possessed  her  of  the  tumult  and  noise  of  the  Arab 
(juarter  at  night  was  as  gn-at  as  of  the  frenzied 
cre;iture  with  tln'  red-hot  bar>  inside.  She  was 
between  the  devil  and  the  deep  sea.  However, 
Yussef  comforted  her,  .and  under  liis  persuasion  she 
came  inside  the  door  of  the  room  again,  where  she 
stood  with  her  eyes  resolutely  closed  until  her  friends 
were  ready  to  escort  her  home. 

Our  friend  AH  never  relisiied  any  .'illusion  to  this 
matter  on  our  part,  declaring  that  the  dervishes  were 
not  of  necessity  good  Moslems.  "That,"  he  said, 
"is  not  a  true  exhibition  of  Islam.  These  men  im- 
pose upon  tlie  common  pet^ple.  but  others  despise 
them." 

Then,  with  quiet  sadness,  he  remarked,  ".At  all 
times,  and  amongst  every  people,  too  frequently  has 
weakness  been  imposed  upon  l.)y  credulity,  and  en- 
thusiasm by  the  charlatan,  by  those  who  profane  ihe 
most  holy  faith  !  " 

There  always  have  been  mystics  in  the  Fast,  where 
the   inclination   to  a  solitary  and  contemplative  life 
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is  very  deep;  and  the  dervishes,  when  they  are  not 
mere  artistes,  have  been  men  who  hoped  by  a  con- 
dition of  ecstasy  to  nblain  a  closer  rehition  to  (iod. 
The  word  dervish  means  p(x>r,  and  they  are  a  sort 
of  mendicant  friars.  Even  the  friends  of  Moliammet 
started  monastic  orders,  which  he  condemned,  ordaui- 
inj,'  that  the  t^nnjd  tliinus  of  hfe  were  not  to  l)e  for- 
bidden,* and  the  urtlioilox  have  always  opposed  such 
orders. 

All  the  dervishes  in  Biskra  are  not  in  the  ranks 
of  public  performers,  however,  and  several  times 
preat  fetes  were  urbanised,  which  tCK)k  no  account  of 
the  tourist,  but  were  manifestations  of  religious  zeal 
among  the  poor  natives,  Arab  and  nei,'ri>,  led  by 
holv  men  whom  the  people  respected. 

There  was  no  question  of  payment  to  these 
dervishes;  on  the  contrarv,  tiuy  had  exerted  llu-m- 
seives  in  the  same  way  as  a  Sunday  .School  superin- 
tendent does  in  England  when  he  solicits  contribu- 
tions for  the  annual  treat.  The  dervish  liad  gathered 
all  the  means  for  a  great  free  feast  kous-kous,  roast 
meat  and  bread-  -to  which  the  .Arab  slxjp-keepers  had 
contributed  provisions  and  the  well-to-do  Moslems 
money. 

Such  a  feast  as  this  was  that  given  one  day  at 
the  marabout  of  Sidi  Zerzcjur,  the  little  mosque  in 
the  river-bed.  This  moS(|ue  is  the  subject  of  great 
veneration  in  Biskra.  Here  the  religious  recluse 
Zerzour  lived  many  years  since,  in  a  little  hut,  and 
such  were  his  powers  that  his  frail  habitation,  set 
in  the  middle  of  the  river-bed,  was  never  touched 
or  harmed  in  anv  way  by  tlie  great  floods  of  water 
which  at  times  rushed  down  from  the  mountains  and 
turned  the  river  into  a  mighty  stream.     Here  Zerzour 
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(hM-li  tor  m.iiu'  \i'ar^,  (jiiicllv  tlcfvirii^  ilic  turrt-s  «»f 
iiiiiiin-.  ">((iiif  trntn  i.i^li  .•is>>,iiilt  "  1)\  \irtiif,  as  llic 
folk  l)iln-\t'il,  <)t  liis  spiritual  pnwci.  Wlicn  Iw  difd, 
till'  indsijur,  (,r  niarahdUt,  folldu  inL[  tin-  usual  ciisioni, 
uas  i)iii't  I'n  itir  site  "i  his  lull,  and  Ik-  was  biirifd 
tlific;  and  l.n'  u<ll  hmt  a  hundred  v<'ar>  diis  inoxiur 
has  fnj(.\rd  tin  saiiii  initnutiitv  frorn  tin-  powers  of 
llif  crtat   111  II  id. 

Alioiii  tiim-  \i-ars  sinic  tmc  nf  ihr  pirindii  llixids 
sufpi  douii  tlu'  ri\<T-!)fd  with  su,  h  awtui  tnrcf  and 
siiddiiuirss  ihat  mimic  ti-n  nii-n  and  iii>\s  of  Hiskra 
ui-rr  (iMiiakiii  and  drowncti.  and  the  l-'mic  li 
masipiuv  hii,'hir  up  the  ri\i-r  was  torn  t<>  pit-tcs 
as  tiioiiL;li  it  hail  hi'rii  a  <  iiild's  to\  .  Hut  atiain 
the  Hood  (li\idi(I  litt<irc  the  nioscjuc  and  it  was 
iintoiK  hfd. 

Ali  \(>U(lii<|  tor  ihi's,'  fails,  whi(li  were  conrirmcd 
l)v  I'MmkIi  rrsjdinis.  Askrd  lor  .ui  cxplanalion.  he 
spuad  oul  his  hands  and  saiti,  "1  lanilol  ('\|)lain  ; 
I  ran  only  say  thai  ihf  llooiis  !ia\f  <  onir,  and  with 
all  the  daniai;!-  ilom-,  tin-  rnslnnL,'  waters  went  past  the 
inaiahoiu   wilhoiu  louchmL:  il."* 

In  ihi-  ri\<-r-lied  nianv  hundncls  ol  Moslems 
i^alli'Mfd,  ((iniiiiL;  in  l,M(iu|)s  as  slm^n  in  in\'  plioto- 
i^raphs,  with  haniiers  waving;  nali\e  soldiers, 
nei^rois.  Arabs  ot  e\<-r\  sort,  with  such  elderlv 
women  as  are  allourd.  because  ol  their  a^e.  to  set 
aside  the  \eii.  |-]\en  L,Mdups  ol  the  Ouled  Nad  came 
lo  dance!  Il  was  ;i  wlio]e-dav  feast;  when  all  the 
jieople     had     assenibled     there     must     li.ave     been     at 

*  A  luriiUi-^  jiDiii'  .ilmiit  th' >(■  ildciiK  i-  Ui'  w.iv  ili''  \\,iiir  jx>iir-^ 
iiitii  :!i'-  (!' ^' It,  :i-  iliouL;h  tliK  wr-  inil>  >  il  i  v- .1.  In  .1  -r'-.il 
lr<M' li- roil-  I 'III'-  riniml  \\v  iminl  .1!  wliiili  ih'  -trcMiii  i-iitiTv  lli^' 
-.iiiil,  uhlic  th"  wal-r  v'Mii-  t(i  (li-,i|i[i' .ir  il  i  r'  .1'' -  .1  ijuii  k-.iiiil, 
•  uA  v\ii'-  liiiiil"  ih'-  111  in  (ir  !>•■  i-t  v'.lui  -it-  fmii  ii|miii  it,  M.mv  .iri' 
l!u'    l-rics     1. 1    th-    \i,  liiii-   ut    llii-   Linlc    ot    lu.iror    ,.i,i|   d'-.iih. 
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least  a  ili.iu^aiul  prc^tTit,   and  a>  tin-  day  advanced 
r('lij,'ir)us   fervour   ran   very   liii,'li. 

I  have  a  fair  experieiicr  of  tin-  "treat  relipintis." 
and  I  dare  swear  that  the  fame  of  this  particular 
festival  for  tin-  lavish  ^enerosuv  <.f  its  frei-  jirovisions 
had  sonietliinL:  to  do  with  the  assenihlint:  of  this  threat 
roncoiirse.  A  whole  o\  was  slain  and  roasted,  and 
tile  l<otis-l<ous  was  prepared  in  the  largest  of 
"coppers,"  while  the  cotTi-i-  flowed  in  incessant 
streams. 

In  the  mnrninc:  there  was  danrincf.  of  the  pretty 
and  restrained  sort  practised  bv  the  religious  wnnifn; 
and  hilt  for  the  shrill  \<>ii-voiiinLr  <if  mi''  <>♦  th*'  nien, 
who  at  inter\als  called  aloud  to  Allah  to  srnd  rain, 
the  need  of  which  was  felt  l)v  thos.-  \ral)s  around 
RisK-ra  mna^cd  in  aLTricnltiire,  the  ( dehration  was 
(liiiet  and  uneventful.  Hut  towarils  afternoon  e\- 
citement  1,'rew,  anil  when  a  dervish  a[ipeared  with 
his  companions  there  were  si^ns  of  fanaticism  leadini; 
to  nnirtniired  threats  and  an  occasional  trrowl  against 
our  presence,  and  objections  espn-iallv  to  our 
cameras;  and  when  a  i^reat  ne^ro  heu'an  to  f)randisli 
a  thiclc  sti(  k  at  us,  I  thoUL;ht  it  well  to  put  the  kodak 
out  of  siplit. 

The  dervish  performatice  was  much  the  same  as 
I  have  alre,'d\-  describet!  the  red-hot  irotis,  the 
sword  cuts,  the  e\e]id  piercint:.  and  so  on.  One 
performance,  however,  wliii  h  raised  the  enthusiasm 
of  the  crowd  was  to  mv  mind  si;,  |i  ;,  nianifest  trick 
of  the  cunnintr  <''d  dervish  as  to  show  the  extent  of 
the  credulitv  on  which  these  men  plav. 

Taking  .a  h.mdful  of  sand  from  the  river-bed,  he 
put  it  into  the  hood  fif  his  burnous;  then,  ^oini; 
towards  the  br.izier,  he  dipped  his  hand  acrain  into 
his  hood  and  threw    the  sand  on   to  the  fire, when  a 
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.IniM-  MM.i'i'  -111(1  a  MTi.'ll  of  incfiisr  rosf  up.  to  the 
v.ond.Tin^;  innrmiirs  ,,t  tlw  p.-<.pl.-.  If  tlir  >and  had 
l„..-n  ihrmvn  int..  th.-  Tin-  dif.  i  fr..m  tin-  ^'round, 
h..u  inn.  h  nmrr  . •!(.•(  tivr  u.uild  the  in.  k  hav<-  hem  ! 
rii.M-  dervish  p.-rfornninc  cs  always  It-ad  U>  a  ^reat 
dral  of  aicnnirnl.  With  r.-^'ard  lo  th.-  hot  iron,  a 
dcMl.  r  pns.nl  on  tins  ocrasion  assert. d  that  if  the 
,n,-i,-tl  is  snltui.nllv  liol  ilu-  tri.  k  .an  be  don.-  with 
fi.rf.'Ct  sffnrit\. 

\Vr  w.  r.-  rrniiiul.d  of  a  story  <'f  Kmi,'  I-'dward 
;,n<l  till-  late  l.ord  I'lavfair.  The  prof.'sst.r  was  taking 
th.-  Kinu  at  thai  tnne  IVince  <.f  Wales  throu^di 
.1  modern  fa.l.irv,  and  when  th.-y  tame  to  a  ^rt-at 
(aiildn.n  of  IxMlin^  leatl,   Playfair  said: 

"Sir.  if  you  hav.-  faith  in  sciem  .-,  you  will  plunge 
your  riyht  hand  into  that  .auldron  of  boiling'  h-ad 
^ind  ladle  it  out  into  the  cold  water  whieh  it.  stand- 
in.,'    1)V." 

"Ar<-  you  si-rious.-'"  ask.-d  th.-   iVince. 
"I'erft.-rtlv,"   was  the   rt-plv. 

"If  vol!  tell  nu-  f..  do  it.   I  will."  said  the  Prince. 

"I  (1..  t.r  von."  rejoined  Playfair.  and  the  Prince, 

;ift(-r  hi-  had  w;isli.-d  his  hand  in  ammonia  to  pet   rid 

of   anv   ^^ea'^v   s.-irein.n    that   miu:hi   be  y'n   it,    ladled 

out  I'  r  x-.ildini:  li(|nid  uiih  jierfect  impunity. 

As  tins  viil)i.-.l  of  the  derxi^li  jM'rformances  so 
generally  l.-acN  to  . onsiderabl.-  discussion,  I  am  not 
.-mxioiis  !o  adil  .iiK.tlier  to  th.-  many  opinions  of  lay- 
m.-n.  In  the  v.-ar  too.,.  Or.  \V.  F.angdon  Brown, 
M.l>.  ((".iiMab.).  I-".K.C.P..  visiied  North  Africa  and 
took  ihe  oppuriuniiy  ..f  u.-itcliin>:  th.-se  performances 
with  the  pra.lised  .-ye  of  a  physician;  and  he  has 
be.-n  .:.iod  t-noiigh  to  ;illow  me  to  trive  his  opini.)n. 

Or.    I.;.nL:(.l.>n    Hrown   sau    a  religious  d.  monstra- 
li.-n  of  ilie  sai  It-  sett  as  that  win.  h  prat  lises  at  Biskra 
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llif  Aisxiuias.  As  I  did  not  sri-  llii«  j,'Iass  i-ating, 
I  will  (|ii(it«'  his  description  «)f  this  dt't.iil,  for  the  rest 
i,'ivintj  nuly  th«'  doctor's  drdu(tions  from  the  whoh- 
rxhibifion. 

"Statiil  on  llic  floor  u«t»'  ah«>iit  fifty  men  and 
hoys  of  all  a^'<'«.  'I"he  tom-toms  kept  up  an  ever- 
incrt-asinp  rrescrndo.  The  rxcitenicnt  sprcatl.  and  the 
hoys  spun  round  in  tiicir  places  like  teetotums.  A 
weird,  liiu:h-pit(  lied,  vibrating  sound,  curiously  ex- 
citing in  its  effect,  lilled  the  r(M)m.  It  was  produced 
hv  r.ipid  os«  illations  of  the  toiij.,Mi.-  in  the  mouth, 
while  fhev  uttered  a  lony.  shrill  <  rv. 

"Several  yount:  men  rose,  and,  snhhinp,  rushed 
In  the  hiph  priest,  a  fine,  dignified  old  man,  who 
stood  on  ilu>  outskirts  of  the  rinj,'.  In  turn  he  drew 
each  voiith  ft)  his  shoulder  and  whispered  in  his 
ear.  They  kiss^^-d  his  shoulder  and  returned  with 
flashing  eyes.  A  junior  priest  entered  with  some 
broken  f,'lass,  which  he  put  into  mv  hands  to  test. 
It  was  in  curved  pieces,  like  broken  uine  b<iftles. 
On  s(xinp  this  the  vouths  rushed  towards  him  on 
hands  and  knees,  and  roared  like  wild  animals  for 
the  plass.  He  dropped  it  into  their  mouths,  and  they 
cruiK  heii  it  up  and  sw.illowed  it;  then  they  open«-d 
their  mouths  and  bellowi-d  for  more.  Yet  I  could 
set-  no  lacerations  and  utt  blood.  Not  until  all  the 
class  was  de\(>ured  was  their  mad  hunper  appeased; 
then  they  fell  on  their  fac<'s  and  remained  as  if  in 
a  trance. 

"Thoucjh  rather  liorrible,  the  whole  performance 
had  f,'reat  interest  to  th»-  medical  mind.  The  idea 
that  it  is  a  fraud  practised  to  pet  money  from  tourists 
may  be  dismissed:  there  is  no  compulsion  (in 
Kairouan)  to  pay  anvthinp  at  all.  Most  medical 
men   who  have  seen   the  performance  incline  to  the 


ilCROCOPV    RESOLUTION    TEST    CHART 


1.0 


2  8         ,   Z5 

' '        If i  JJ= 

2.0 


1.8 


1.25 


1.4 


^     ,>lPPL_lEn  ir-TMGE     Inc 


228 


THE    DESERT   GATEWAY 


view  that  an  liysterical  condition  is  product-d  by  the 
rt'ni,Miiiis  i-xcitcmont,  during  which  the  acts  are 
carried  (Hit  in  response  to  hypnotic  sugj^estion  from 
the  priest.  Tiie  absence  of  bieedinj^  from  serious 
wounds  is  adduced  as  evidence  of  a  profound 
hvsterical   ana-mia  i;f   the  part. 

"The  cliief  diftlculty  wliicli  presents  itself  to  my 
mind  is  hnw  tiie  after-<'flects  of  eating  glass  are 
escaped.  '1  iiat  broken  glass  can  be  swallowed  with- 
out pain  bv  a  hypnotised  pers(.n  is  easily  understood, 
but  I  cannot  understantl  hypnosis  preventing  internal 
lacerations.  I  saw  nothing  to  i  unvince  me  that 
the   subjects    r<'ally    felt   any    pain    at    all    during   the 


rites.   • 

Sitting  in  the  gardens  one  morning,  we  were 
joined  bv  a  lad  whom  1  had  seen  the  day  before 
carrying  a  banner  in  a  derxish  pro(ession.  lie  was 
a  boy  whom  I  disliked,  for  I  knew  he  was  a  rogue, 
but  this  morning  he  looked  so  dazed  and  woe- 
begone that  1  took  more  notice  of  him  than  usual. 
In  answering  my  (juestions  he  s.t-med  so  like  a 
person  only  half-recovered  from  a  trance  that  it 
occurred  to  me  that  perhai)N  tlu-  dervish  dance 
accounted  for  his  coiuhticin. 

"Yes!"  he   luid  danced  the   night  before. 

"What  is  the  hole  in   your  i  heek  .■' " 

"The  sword  made   it  I  " 

"Di>  you  like  to  dance  V" 

*' Yes,   monsieur  !  " 

"D(K?s  it  give  vou  any  pain  to  do  these  things.-' 

"\o,    moiisieur." 

"Do  vou  get  money  for  it?" 

"Yes,   the  dervish   gives  ire  money." 

'  "The  Fanatics  of  Kairman,"  in  St.   F.ntholotne:^' ^   Uo^ptal 

!ourn.iL    Seot..    luoij. 
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The  hole  in  the  lad's  cheek  was  a  perfectly  dry 
one,  without  a  sign  ot  blood  or  inflammation. 

Later  in  the  day  1  asked  Taib  why  the  dervish 
marabout  chose  such  a  bad  boy  tor  the  dance. 

"Oil  !  "  he  replied,  "it  does  not  matter  it  the  boy 
is  good  or  bad  !  The  dervish  tries  many  boys,  and 
if  he  finds  one  who  is  suitable  he  employs  him;  and 
if  a  boy  wants  money — and  dies  not  care  to  work, 
like  this  one — he  will  often  go  and  offer  himself.  No, 
sir,  I  could  not  do  it.     Not  many  boys  can." 

"Do  you  like  to  see  the  dances,  Taib  ?  " 

"  Ves,  sir  !  "  (Taib  is  proud  of  his  iinglish,  which 
is  growing  under  my  tuition). 

"Do  you  think  them  pleasing  to  Allah?" 

"Oh,  yes,  sir;  the  marabout  arranges  the  dances 
to  please  Allah." 

The  marabout  gets  little  ov  no  encouragement  from 
the  Koran,  the  l^rophet  having  had  a  great  dislike 
of  anything  likely  to  lead  to  priestcraft  in  any  form. 
The  natural  need  of  the  help  of  religious  men  in 
those  simple  people  of  the  liast  has,  however,  given 
a  place  to  marabouts  of  difTerent  orders,  while  the 
necessity  of  some  sort  of  government  of  the  church 
has  led  to  the  setting  apart  of  certain  men  to  perform 
the  difTerent  oflices.  In  towns  and  villages  there  is 
a  parish  allotted  to  each  mosque,  and  the  people  may 
claim  service  of  the  "clergy"  ft»r  marriages  and 
funerals. 

The  term  "marabout"  is,  however,  of  the  widest 
application,  and  takes  in  every  man  who  in  any  way 
devotes  himself  to  religion,  from  oflicers  of  the 
church,  and  a  dignified  scholar  of  holy  life  like  the 
minister  of  Old  Biskra,  to  the  crazed  old  creature 
who  dwells  apart  or  roams  in  or  about  the  squares 
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and    niarkct-platcs,    dc^'iiiinj,^    it    meritorious    to   live 
by  alms. 

A  notorimis  man  nf  this  sort  is  ,-|  m.-irabout  nf 
ebony  skin,  who  lias  a  tiny  hut  near  the  Hutil  Royale, 
and  always  wears  a  mit;hty  turban  of  vivid  green. 
He  has  a  great  vogue  with  Moslem  women  as  a 
fortune-teller,  and  can  often  hr  seen  surrounded  by 
a  party  of  ilicin,  who  have  roine  in  from  the  country 
to  consult  him.  'Ihe  theory  is  that  this  man  never 
takes  monev  r)n  anv  pretext,  and  only  receives  such 
provisions  as  arc  necessary  for  bare  subsistence.  Hut 
one  day  I  caught  a  gratilied  woman,  after  the  seance, 
dro[)ping  into  his  burnous  ho(jd  the  coppers  which 
apparently  she  must  not  offer  to  him  direct  !  All 
constantly  frowned  upon  this  man.  "He  is  not 
good,"  he  said;  "and  the  Prophet  did  n'>t  approve 
of  fortune-telling,  saying,  Since  you  have  embraced 
Islam  you  must  not  consult  such  men." 

It  is  generally  held,  according  to  a  tradition 
of  Ayesha,  that  there  is  an  exalted  name  of  Allah, 
which  was  known  only  to  tiie  Prophet,  but  might 
afterwards  be  communicated  to  other  persons  of  great 
merit.  .Mohammet  declared  that  whoever  could  call 
upon  (iod  by  this  name  .should  obtain  all  his  desires. 
Some  ot  the  marabouts  spend  much  time  in  en- 
deavouring to  a.scertain  what  the  name  really  is;  and 
.sometimes  one  of  them,  declaring  that  he  has  di.s- 
covered  the  secret,  finds  no  difticulty  in  gaining  great 
influence,  which  often  extends  over  a  considerable 
area  of  the  country. 

It  is  under  the  influence  of  clever  marabouts  that 
.some  of  the  great  dervish  sects  have  grown  up,  exert- 
ing enormous  power  in  the  Islamic  world,  and  some- 
times leading  to  revolts  and  war,  as  in  Egypt  during 
late   years.     Seeinj.:   how   marvelluuslv   the   influence 
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of  a  man  who  distinguishes  hinisclt  in  Islam  can 
spread,  it  may  be  hoped  tlial  one  day  a  truly  great 
and  good  leader  will  arise  who  uill  lu>ld  a  b.nefuent 
sway,  and  bring  in  true  reform  in  many  ways, 
especially  doing  something  to  iirnrove  the  lot  iA 
women,  and,  by  breaking  down  tli  onds  of  bigotry, 
open  the  way  to  a  fuller  and  nobler  creed. 

A  very  amusing  nigger  boy  from  Touggourt. 
who  established  himself  in  Biskra  as  an  adventure 
in  gaining  a  liveliliood  from  the  tourisi>.  was  Moham- 
met.  We  knew  him  first  from  his  coming  up  to  us 
to  ask,  in  gcK)d  Freni  ii,  if  uf  would  please  I'.-U  him 
what  "  No,  thank  you,"  meanl.  lie  had  tried  to  sell 
some  native  gtM)ds  to  a  young  lady  in  tlie  gardens 
and  she  said  "  No,  thank  you  "  to  all  his  offers,  '^  the 
prettiest  thing  he  had  ever  heard  spoken  !  "  When 
we  told  him  the  meaning  of  the  words  he  joined  in 
our  ainusement  at  the  thought  of  an  Arab  admiring 
words  of  such  an  import.  The  admiration  was 
certainly  genuine,  for,  for  days  he  walked  about— 
this  great  muscular  nigger  with  a  mouth  out  of  pro- 
portion even  to  his  gigantic  frame-  imitating  the 
sweet  tones  of  the  pretty  luij^dish  gir!,  saying  to  him- 
self in  delicate  accents,  "  No.  thank  you  !"  and  always 
greeting  us  with  ihe  words  whenever  we  met.  L  ntil 
at  last  we  labelled  him  with  the  words  for  a  nick- 
name, which  I  fancy  will  slick  to  him  for  many  a 
day,  as  it  met  with  general  approval. 

This  boy  wore,  tied  inside  his  f.-z,  a  (harm  sewed 
in  a  little  squan-  leather  case.  One  clay,  after  he 
had  been  sent  by  a  friend  of  (jurs  who  had  some- 
times employed  him  as  a  guide,  to  get  change  for  a 
franc,  and  had  appropriated  the  money  to  his  own 
use,  his  patron,  10  punish  him,  took  his  fez  and  tore 
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nut  the  ihariii.  sayin<:^  that  when  he  returned  t!ie  franc 
he  should  ha\e  it  again.  Ahiiust  from  that  moment 
the  nigger's  spirits  drooped,  and  for  some  days  it 
was  (juite  pitiful  to  see  him,  for  he  declared  he  had 
a  ronstant  headache-  and  everything  went  ill  with 
iiini  I  At  last  he  earned  a  franc  and  recovered  his 
charm,  to  his  great  delight,  his  headache  vanishing 
and  i)rospirity  (uming  back  to  liim.  He  had  origin- 
ally bought  the  charm  of  a  marabout  with  a  reputation 
for  this  sort  of  thing,  giving  quite  a  large  sum  for  it. 


The  Arabs  have  a  universal  belief  in  the  merit 
of  talistiians,  and  it  can  be  easily  seen  that  a  marabout 
who  be(  (lines  known  for  the  dispensing  of  effective 
charms  is  in  the  way  of  gaining  a  ccjnsiderable  in- 
come,  hence  the  temptation  to  chicanery. 

Every  ciiild  wears  at  least  one  tif  the  little  leather 
bags  cf)ntaining  a  charm  ;  some  have  as  many  as 
tour  or  live,  the  little  girls  seeming  to  require  more 
than  the  boys,  (irown-up  people,  unlike  the  chil- 
dren. Wear  them  out  of  sight. 

It  will  not  do  to  assume  that  superstitions  like 
this,  especially  as  they  apply  to  children,  are  con- 
tined  to  the  benighted  East. 

Almost  the  first  newspaper  I  saw  on  arriving  in 
l-.ngland  trom  .\lrica  contained  a  report  upon  the 
result  of  the  medical  inspection  of  children  attending 
the  elementary  schools  in  Wimbledon. 

"Among  the  younger  children,"  it  said,  "it  is  very 
common  to  find  concealed  a  string  of  beads  round 
the  neck,  usually  c(Misisiing  of  pale  blue  beads  or 
(orai.  1  11.. .It  iin  liv.i  nuioveLi  dav  or  night,  and 
are  sonK'times  stated  to  keep  away  infection,  colds, 
and  especially  'quinsy.'  One  person  attributes 
measles  to  a  (  hild  having  removed  th-'  beads.     The 
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cuslom  appears  to  be  a  prehistoric  one,  and  in  some 
parts  oi  LnKland  practically  every  baby  bri.uglu  t^^ 
liospital  is  wearing  such  beads." 

And  our  own  cook,  having  a  son  in  the  navy, 
seriouslv  bought  for  him  a  skein  of  blood-red  silk 
(she  went  out  in  the  middle  of  the  day  to  be  sure 
uf  choosing,  in  the  daylight,  the  riglit  colour),  so 
that  by  wearing  it  round  his  neck  the  unpleasant 
weakness  of  nosebleeding  might  be  cured,  "as  the 
other  sailors  didn't  like  him  making  a  me>s  ot  their 
nice  clean  decks." 

The  charms  are  worn  by  the  Arab>  lor  widely 
different  purposes. 

"To  keep  away  the  Devil  at  night,"  smilingly 
replied  Sardoc,  one  of  our  boy  friends,  answering 
our  questions  about  the  amulet  which  wagged  Irom 
the  top  of  his  fez.  Round  his  neck  he  wure  another 
to  keep  the  Evil  One  a\\ay  in  the  daytinv. 

To  preserve  the  sight,  to  ensure  against  want,  to 
keep  olT  the  genii  of  hurt  and  mischiet,  to  protect 
against  snake-bites,  and  many  other  things,  they  arc 
worn.  Ivven  the  animals— especially  tin-  camels - 
wear  them  round  their  necks. 

A  friend  of  nune  found  an  amulet  having,  we 
imagined,  a  general  application,  for  in  addition  to 
a  verse  of  the  Koran  written  on  parchment,  there 
were  single  grains  of  every  sort  of  corn  grown  in 
Algeria  ! 

The  bleached  bones  iA  the  camel,  which  are  of 
special  value  as  charms,  are  fre(iucntly  seen  tied  to 
the  trunks  of  the  palm-trees,  while  tlie  skull  is  nuicli 
treasured,  and  is  often  put  over  the  doors  ol  Moslem 
dwellings,  or  fixed  to  the  trunks  of  special  trees. 

Ali  gave  to  my  wife,  at  the  end  (jf  our  stay,  as 
the    rarest   thing   he   could   command   to   stamp   our 
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friendship,  a  .sm.-ill  silver  fiand  of  r'atima,  of  ancient 
workmanship,  made  by  a  famous  marabout.  \vhi(  ti 
his  fatlier  had  brouj^'ht  from  the  liolv  city  of  Mecca 
itself  -a  treasure,  indeed,  wliich  was  to  bring  every 
blessing  of  lieaUh  and  ^'ood  fortune! 

The    Prophet    beheved    in    charms,    especialiv    to 

avert  tlie  evil  eye,  which  was  a  special  dread  of  his; 

when  asked  if  spells  might  be  used  for  it,  he  said  : 

"Yes,  for  if  there  is  anything  in  the  world  that  would 

overcome  fate  it  would  be  an  evil  eye  !  "     To  meet 

a   lame   person    is    to   encounter    it.     It    is   .said    that 

Mohammct  knew  a  part  of  tiie   Lord's   Prayer,  and 

used  it  as  a  charm  for  this  purpose.     The  claw  of  a 

porcupine,  ondosed  within  a  silver  case,   is  reputed 

to  be  an  unfailing  preservative  against  the  evil  eye. 

Lieut.-C\)l.    V'illot   says  that   "a   talisman  against 

the  sting  of  a  scorpion   is  to  carry   round  the  nock, 

wrapped  in  a  piece  of  cloth,  the  hair  of  a  little  child 

four    months    and    ten    days    old.     And    to    ensure 

against  a  fever  the  Arabs  write  on   the  sh<>Il   of  an 

egg  a  certain  formula  in  Arabic— words  with  no  sense 

—  and  place  the  egg  on  the  binders  of  a  fire  until  it 

is  cooked,  when  they  eat  the  vf^p,  and  gather  up  the 

shell,   carefully   placing   it  all    in   a   blue   rag,   which 

is  carried  constantly  on  the  person."     I  did  not  meet 

with  tfiese  talismans. 

The  evil  spirits,  against  whom  charms  arc  worn, 
take  many  shapes,  but  particularly  that  of  frogs  or 
toads,  and  their  favourite  machination  is  to  flash  a 
poisonous  ray,  or  still  worse,  inject  a  venomous  fluid, 
into  the  eyes  of  those  unfortunate  beings  who  attract 
their  attention.  The  frequency  with  which  maladies 
of  the  eyes  occur  in  the  Sahara  gives  credence  to  these 
ideas.  It  is  against  these  enemies,  specially,  that 
charms  are  worn. 
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.\>  an  ixainpU'  «>f  ilit-se  charms  1  will  «ivc  of 
many  I  ((.llcdcd  tlir  unc  used  a>,'ainst  ophthalmia. 
It  bfcan  \Mtli  tlic  inv(i(atii>n  :-- 

"In  th<-  name  >>i  tli<-  C-od  of  men  y  and  pity,  may 
the  Almi^dily  he  propitii>us  to  our  I.ord  Mohammct, 
and  his  faniilv  and  companions." 

Then    tlic    \<tsc    from    the    Koran:     "  \Vc    havr 

covered  their  eves  uilh  a  veil  and  ttiey  cannot  see." 

I'jidinc:  witli  the  formula,  "In  tlie  name  of  Allah  ! 

My  Allah  I    There  is  no  other  (iod  but  Allah  !     There 

is  1^0  help  but  in  Allah  alone!  " 

In  many  cases  a  magic  stjuare  i.s  given,  this  being 
one  : 

402 

.^       5       7 
8       I       0 

which   makes  hfteen  from  top  to  bottom  or  right  to 
left,  this  being  much  esteemed  as  a  formula. 

Yellow  ink  is  the  most  effective  in  some  cases, 
while  other  disorders  yield  to  red  and  blue;  and  the 
charm  should  be  written  by  a  special  man  of  reputa- 
tion, on  parchment,  enclosed  in  a  leather  sheath,  or 
silk  bag,  and  the  whole  worn  as  an  amulet  round  t'.ie 
neck,  or  attached  in  some  way  to  the  clothes. 
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MANY     SMALLER     MATTERS.      LAST     DAYS,     AND 
A     SAD     FAREWELL 

'I'iii:ki".  arc  several  \erv  prettv  and  intrrestiiii,'  \vall<s 
Imiii  Biskra,  one  (it  tlic  must  (Iflij^htiiil  bcin^  to 
Sidi  B'kat  (or  Bfi  kcr).  Crossing  the  liouli-vard 
("arnot,  you  fake  the  road  Icadinp  by  the  left  side  of 
llif  house  ol  tlie  |)a(  li  A^liar.  Th*'  palms  and  tlio 
rippling  water,  and  llu'  sudden  oprning  on  tlif  nortli 
to  the  mountains,  with  the  prt-tty  vdhi.CL'  leading'  to 
\'i('U\  Biskra,  mak'-  the  objective  of  a  charming  hltle 
excursion. 

'I  lie  mos(|ui'  ol  .Sidi  B'kat  is  particularly  interest- 
ini;,  the  cluir(  h  itself  being  more  highly  decorated 
and  bt'tter  kept  than  any  other  in  the  oasis;  and 
<()nn<-ctetl  with  it  is  a  scliool,  in  whitli  a  number  of 
youths  of  the  gentle  class  are  being  trained  in  re- 
ligious matt<'rs.  especially,  of  ccjurse,  in  die  studv 
ot  the  Kor.iii.  It  is  expected,  if  you  enter  the  school 
(which  is  on  tt.e  roof)  and  talk  with  the  pupils  or 
teachers,  that  you  will  leave  a  small  contritnition  for 
the  maral)out  (the  general  support  of  the  mosque  and 
school),  and  you  may  be  sure  your  gift  will  be  re- 
leived  Willi  a  gracious  courtesy.  Do  not  go  on 
III  irsday,  lor  then  there  is  a  general  conge  for  the 
lads;  o.-  on  I-"riday,  fcir  that  is  the  Sabbath  hi.ilidav. 
All  .\rab  educatiiui,  without  religion,  is  an 
anomaly.  .All  consideration  of  knowledge  is  know- 
letjije  ( )t    AHah.      BevoiiH   this  leartiinc  is  considered 
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al.nost  sui).-ii1u..us.  ..r  rwn  .hn.ciTous.  I  h.- 
li^riuiis  lo;.d»T>  in  Islam  ulio  f-'di  arr  nl  tw..  <  la-M  ^ 
-  thoM-  nl  an  as,.-tir  and  spiritual  lit.-,  ulu-  .•du.  af 
tlu-ir  pupiN  in  rrlii:K.us  tli..iii;lit.  and  llms,-  uh...  by 
a  .ar.-tul  and  niiniitr  Mudv  nl  tlir  Knian.  tlu-  tr;idi- 
tinns,  and  th«-  numfmus  Aralu.  wnrks  nf  divinitv, 
liav.-  attained  a  liitjli  ri'putatmn  tnr  s.  Imlarship.  In 
ihis  M  l.nnl  at  Sidi  IVkat  tlif  vnull.s  arr  i).in.^  train,  d 
in  both  tlifSf  t  lasst- 

'rh.-s<-  lads  ar.-  .allrd  "mt1«  r-,  attir  l<nn\\  Irdi,'-, 
c)i,  as  w«'  shnulu  put  It.  "stiid.-nts  ..t"  divinity."  as 
thi-y  inav  pnssiblv  b.T(.ni«'  ir  irabnut^.  'riir  fuH 
cnursf  in  Midi  a  srlinnl  would  br  uraminalical  intlrc- 
tion.  svntas,  lopir,  arithm.-tii-.  al^-i-bra.  rh.tnric  and 
\.Msituatinn,  jurisprud.'m  f.  sclmlastir  thrnln^y,  cnni- 
mentarirs  on  th.-  Knran,  tn-atisf>  on  ••xt-pt-sis,  anil  tli.- 
priniipU'S  and  rules  nf  tlu-  interpretation  nf  ilu-  laws 
of  Islam,  and  tli»-  traditions  and  commentaries  ther.-nn. 

In  the  junior  s(  bonis  the  diildren  learn  their 
alphabet  and  the  numerical  value  of  eadi  letter;  then 
they  learn,  and  write  down,  the  ninety-nine  "(-\- 
cellent  names  of  Allah."  Having  mastered  the 
spt-Uint:  of  words,  thev  pn >ceed  to  learn  the  first  Sura 
of  the  Koran,  then  po  on.  u'radually,  through  tlie 
whole  book.  Those  who  have  seen  the  diildren's 
classes,  and  heard  their  droning  as  they  learn  the 
chapters  from  their  printed  boards,  will  n-alise  Imw 
little  understandinLT  theri-  is  nf  the  meaning  nf  the 
hook  at  this  stage. 

Having  finished  the  Koran,  his  first  great  re- 
ligious dutv,  the  pupil  goes  nn  to  the  elemt-nts  ot 
grammar,  witli  a  ft-w  simple  rules  of  arithmeti.  .  'I  ht- 
dementarv  stho(jlmaster   is  generally  a  man  of  little 

learning. 

Another  pretty  village  is.  Sidi  Lhassan,  about  four 
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iniirs  away,  llirniij,'li  \'icii\  lliskra.  tiirniti)^'  to  {\\i- 
left.  I  lien-  is  a  J)ii  lim's<iiif  pioscjiic  licri- ;  but  the 
f,'r("at  (harm  is  that,  hy  walking'  (m  tliriiu>:li  tht- 
viUaj,')-,  line  (dim-s  to  tli,-  dpcti  tlrstrt,  and  if  \wii 
havf  previously  niisscj,  ouiiiL:  to  tlic  saiul  siurnis, 
iIm-  iniraL;c  uhi(  h  is  oiit-  of  fhi-  plta^nrcs  ol  ilic  drivo 
to  Sidi  (Jliha,  ycjii  will  ciijoy  si-riiit;  tin-  \<t\  line  onr 
appearinj,'  across   tin-  dis<Tt    from   tins   point. 

I  he  mirage  is  hc-t  sn-n  about  noon,  wln-n  an 
immeiisf  lal<f  of  uatcr,  with  palm  trees,  and  even 
the  sii^-yestion  of  l)iiildin<:s,  and  the  minaret  of  a 
mos(|iie,  are  <  N-.-mIv  enoii^li  s.cn  lo  prove  hou  easily 
thereby  travellers  in  the  d.sert  mii:ht  be  ti-m|)iod  to 
follow  the  illusion.  The  Proplut  iis.-tl  the  miraj^^e 
as  an  illustration  in  th--  Koian,  sayini^  that  the  w(jrl<s 
of  unbelievers  "are  like  the  vapours  for  Scrah, 
mirare.  false  ap[)earanre|  ulii.  h  the  thirsty  traveller 
thinketh  to  be  water,  until  when  he  {onieih  thereto 
he  hndeth  it  to  be  nothinj,'."* 

A  walk  to  r?eni  Mora  (a  little  o\er  a  mile)  will  take 
you  to  a  little  oasis  of  delu  ious-sniellin};  mimosa 
trees  and  the  only  ijr.'en  t,'rass  to  be  found  near 
Fiiskra.  ilow  (jften  did  ue  vp^-nd  a  morning  in  this 
little  paradise,  with  a  book,  or  rhaitin^  with  the 
ilifferent  members  of  the  Arab  family  who  d.j  the 
whole  work  of  the  nursery  <:ardens  "there  for  fifty 
fn-incs  a  uvmU)  !  One  of  the  boys  there  has  a  voire 
of  suth  musiial  sweetness  as  haunts  us  to  this  day. 

There  is  a  very  delightful  oasis,  hardly  known 
at  all  to  tourists,  to  be  found  in  the  river  bed.  past 
the  French  cemetery.  H.-re  th.-  bir<l-lif«-  which 
abounds  is  very  interesting;,  and  there  are  nice,  sandy 
walks  amongst  the  beautiful  tamarisk  busli.-s,  which 
lead  to  the  streams  of  water  coming  down  from  the 

*  Sura  xxiv,  y^ 
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Sdiircf,  (|uit<'  w. II 111,  in  which,  any  Hn*'  day,  a  numbtr 
of  Aral)  men  will  f'.-  found  f)ii-»i!y  '■nL;.•l^t•d  on  the 
family  "wav,!i."     Tliink  of  a  dim.,'  :y  that  the 

man's  own  parments  are  uaslitd,  huiij;  out,  and  orn 
apain  within  two  or  tlirt-r  liourN  ! 

Thcsf   arc    walk>    that   can    be   laki-n    without   an 
.Arab  guide. 

ThtTf  arc  many  other  places  further  afuld  which 
can  be  visited,  and  where  it  will  be  advisable  to 
take  an  Arab,  as  the  natives  speak  only  their  own 
lanpua^'i'.  N'ou  (an  po  on  mules  and  ( amels  to 
Tolga  (twenty  miles),  stayinir  at  the  decent  hotel 
for  a  night.  The  people  are  very  primitive  and 
hospitable.  Some  tourists  undergo  the  trial  of  the 
long  drive  bv  dilii^wncc  to  Touggourt  (about  170 
miles),  the  simple^t  and  least  expensive  journey  into 
the  desert.  N'ou  (an  drive  (four  miles)  to  the  sand- 
dunes,  and  the  drive  to  the  Col  de  S'fa  takes  y(ju  to  a 
glorious  sunset  view. 

It  is  necessary  always  to  .irrange  to  be  back  in 
Hiskra,  as  a  matter  of  safety,  at  nightfall.  The  l)ad 
Arab  is  very  bad.  and  for  a  gain  of  five  francs  the 
stealthy  villain  will  stop,  under  the  'rover  of  darkness, 
at  little. 

A  certain  visitor  to  Biskra  last  season  caused  great 
trouble  to  honest  Arabs  by  refusing  to  recognise  the 
possible  existence  of  dishonest  ones.  He  was  fond 
01  walking,  and  would  insist,  in  spite  of  warning, 
on  going  long  distances  which  landed  him  in  remote 
villages  at  nightfall.  The  good  men  of  those  vil- 
lages, on  more  than  one  occasion,  would  not  let  him 
return  to  Biskra  ak^ne.  One  evening  three  of  the 
cliief  men  of  Filiach  insisted  on  coming  back  with 
him  and  seeing  him  safely  inside  his  hotel.  7;> 
hib  surprise,  when  he  took  out  his  purse  they  refused 
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any  snrt  of  ncomiicnsc.  Tli'-  t:<>od  Arnb  is  very 
trood.  As  All  said  l<>  m(\  "If  harm  had  fomo  to 
this  man  i<n  ihr  wav  liack,  the  law  would  have 
dr.-'lt  luTivilv  with  thr  whole  male  population  of 
I'iliacii  I  It  is  a  had  road:  I,  a>  you  know,  always 
( ;irrv  a  rexolvt-r  at  nii^ht." 

With  rfasfina!)!e  care  there  is  nothinfr  to  fear:  l)nt 
it  slidiild  he  rememher'^'d  that  most  of  these  periple 
li\-e  vrrv  near  to  hunger  and  destitution. 

The  Arab  rhildren  on  these  walks  ran  be  very 
tronhlfsome.  (".reat  discretion  must  l^e  shown  in 
^ivinir  them  (as  e\  trvone  is  li^mpted  to)  swf-ets,  nuts, 
and  espet  iallv  (~oins.  I  have  known  ;i  uatherinp 
(T(nv(l  of  impish  vount^sters  increase  to  at  least  a 
hundred  and  follow  two  cotxi-natured  but  indistreet 
f(.,lk  ;is  f.ir  as  \'i.-u\  Biskra.  I  found  it  a  mapir 
form'ila,  in  L:eitin>j  rid  of  the  imp<irtunate,  to  lift  the 
rieht  hand  with  the  forefuiiirer  raised,  and  while  shak- 
ing: it  from  rioht  to  left,  to  sav  Marache  I  (No!)  or 
Makansch  I  (None!).  It  is  the  Arab's  own  way,  and 
with  Arabs  verv  effertive.  The  momentary  sliock  of 
it,  comint:  from  a  luiropean,  was  enouph  sometimes 
in  itself  to  pive  one  the  chance  of  ptting  away. 

Verv  amusincr.  as  T  have  before  said,  is  the  Arab's 
idea  of  economy.  He  is  not  without  charity,  but  his 
horror  of  proditrality  exceeds  it.  Ali  took  us  one  day 
to  see  his  family  garden,  which,  like  all  gardens  here, 
is  in  iharge  of  a  guardian— with  a  gun — who  has  a 
small  mud  hut  in  one  corner.  The  man  attended  us 
and  answered  manv  questions  about  the  network  of 
little  canals  waterin^:  the  palms,  and  other  details,  and 
eventualK  ,  at  Ali's  command,  swarmed  up  a  tall  palm 
tree  and  slid  down   to  earth  again  from  the  top  by 
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means  of  one  of  tlic  hranclu's,  uhi(h  bt-nt  with  him 
until  he  was  about  ten  feet  from  the  earth,  ulien  lie 
dropped,  to  our  preat  astonishment,  just  to  show 
"how  it  was  done."  In  lea  ..p  I  slipped  a  franc 
into  tile  man's  hand,  hoping;  but  in  sain  'hat  his 
master's  sharp  Arab  eve  had  not  iiniiced  what  the 
( ((in   was. 

"(Jli.  sir.  \()u  i,MVe  him  to<.)  mueh  !  .\llah  says 
'  I5e  not  profuse.'*  Now  the  man  will  net,dert  his 
work  and  swat:t;er  for  days  in  the  (-af('s." 

Poor  wretch  ;  I  expei  t  it  icax  a  small  f()rtune.  I?ut 
who  could  be^rud^e  him  the  little  swagger  it  might 
possibly  represent  ? 

.\nd,  as  I  retninded  Ali,  the  Koran  also  says,  "  lie 
not  niggardlv."f 

1  have  spnken  of  Messoud,  who  was  going  to 
"walk  aljout  f(jr  three  months."  His  patr(jn  talked 
to  him  on  a  se( ond  occasion  about  thrift. 

"Sir,"  he  answered,  "if  when  I  wake  in  the  morn- 
ing I  have  twopence,  then  I  am  perfectly  haj)pv.  I 
spend  a  halfpenny  for  a  piece  of  bread  for  breakfast, 
a  halfpenny  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  then  I  have  n 
penny  left.  .Shall  I  ha\e  no  faith  that  Allah  will  .send 
me  what  is  necessarv  befeire  nii,dity" 

Does  not  the  Koran  say,  "'llie  heaven  hath  sus- 
tenance for  you  "  ?  I 


The  .Arabs  are  liars — much  as  the  Irish  are;  liL-e 
them  they  can  be  anything  rather  than  ungracious, 
and  they  are  even  more  sagacious  and  penetrating  in 
the  way  they  can  divine  what  you  would  like  them  to 
say.  The  IVophet  iiatrd  nothing  more  than  Iving, 
and  whenever  In-  knew  that  any  of  his  followers  had 

*  Sura  vi,    14J.  +   Sura  xxv,   07.  Z  Sur.i  li,   21. 
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rric<l  in  tins  u--i)((  t  lie  would  IkjIcI  liinisflf  aloof  from 
til. -in  until  assuifd  of  rcpfnlani .-.  It  is  said  that 
Molianini.t  statnl.  "Wlu-n  a  servant  of  CmkI  ti-Us  a 
lie,  his  guardian  aiiu'-ls  nu.v.-  away  ffoin  him  to  the 
distan.f  of  a  nuk-,  bciaiisc  of  the  badness  of  its 
snu-ll." 

The  .\ral)s  an-  si.  fond  of  verbal  jok<-s.  especially 
if  they  have  a  personal  appliralion,  thai  the  Prophet 
tJK.uuht  It  necessary  to  warn  them  :  "Do  not  joke  with 
your  brother  Moslem  to  hurt  him."  And  many  a 
punninc  joke  did  we  have  in  Biskra.  M(jhammet 
enjoved  a  j.-st  himself,  and  I  am  sur.-  would  have 
appreciated  that  I':n,i:lish  want  of  humour  which  en- 
al)les  us  to  name  an  ug\y  cuJ-dc-sac  in  one  of  our 
slums  "I'aradis.-  Court,"  or  the  "dullest  of  no 
thorouuh.fares,"  like  tliat  in  which  Miss  Tox  lived, 
"Princess  Place."  The  i'lophet  teased  his  followers 
once:  "Voii  reallv  must  not  call  your  slaves  Yasar 
(abundance),  Rabfih  (^-ain),  Najih  (prosperous),  Aflah 
(felicitous).  Think  what  your  i^rami  visitors  will  .say 
if  vou  call  for  one  of  these  .servants  and  he  be  not  in; 
you  will  be  told  that  abundance,  or  felicity,  and  so  on, 
are  n./i  in  your  dwellint;." 

On  a  certain  evening,  when  the  stars  were  shining 
with  that  brilliance  which  is  known  only  to  the 
.southern  skies,  two  or  three  Arab  boys,  including 
Taib  and  Zackerv.  were  sitting  very  quietlv  on  the 
seats  in  the  garden  facing  the  hotel.  .\  friend  and  I 
joined  the  group,  and  as  the  stars  were  mentioned  we 
ga\f  the  lads  a  brief  outline  of  the  lieavenly  sy.stem. 
With  c]uiet  resixct  they  listened  to  what  we  had  to 
sriv,  and  although  Taib  was  evidently  incredulous, 
and  Zackery  with  a  winning  smile  made  his  usual 
i-onimeiit  (the  long-drawn  Oh  !i,  which  did  not  mean 
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assent,  hut  suijtjcsit'd  rather  that  messieurs  were 
"piilhtiLT  his  le;,^"  tliev  licard  us  to  tlie  end. 

Taih's  repiv  wris  ver\-  rhararteristic  (jf  the  Arab 
mind,  so  plaridlv  secure  in  an  absorbing  pride,  wliieli 
the  carnal  observer  so  htt!e  suspects,  and  yet  so 
tolerant  fjf  tlie  tl)int:s  that  European  folk  liabble  of  so 
ijrandlv  (and  \vit!i  such  iijnorance)  in  the  name  of 
learnintj  and  of  science.  Tausjht  in  the  Koran  almost 
exclusivelv,  ttiat  sole  source  of  true  knowledge  direct 
fr<tm  God,  these  people  can  alTord  to  be  t(»jerant  of 
and  quiet  with  folk'  likf  us,  who  think  we  can  find  the 
preat  tiiintrs  of  Nature  out  for  ourselves,  and  are  l)old 
in  our  assertiveness,  and  inclined  even  the  best  of 
us  -to  that  jiride  of  tiearint,'  which  oui,dit  to  mark 
"Cod's  Hncrlishmen." 

"Sir.  ("c  n'c<^i  pax  passiiilr!  "  was  Taib's  gentle 
conclusion.  "God  made  seven  solid  heavens,  one 
above  the  other.  The  ni(jon  was  iumq'  bv  Allah  from 
the  lower  heaven  as  a  burnincf  lamp,  and  the  stars 
were  hung  to  adorn  the  lowest  heaven  with  lights  and 
to  direct  travellers  through  the  forests  and  over  the 
desert  and  the  sea.  and  to  st<-ne  the  de\il  with." 

"Haven't  you  seen  the  sliooting  stars?"  in*  con- 
tinued. "Tliev  are  thrown  by  the  angels,  who  keep 
guard,  when  a  devil  approaches  too  near  to  heaven." 

"Oh,  no,  sir,"  pointing  to  the  sky,  "the  lights  are 
all  hiiui^  from  heaven.  \\'li;ii  you  sav  is  impossible ! 
.And  those  are  wrong,  too,  who  sav  the  weather 
is  ruled  bv  the  moon  or  ^tars,  for  it  comes  from 
Allah!" 

And  in  the  Koran  there  is  warrant  for  each  of 
Taib  s  statements.  Moh.ammel  condemned  those  who 
studied  the  stars  fur  any  otlier  purpose  than  those  the 
boy  stated. 

But,  curiously  en(jugii,   in  spite  of  this,   modern 
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astronomy  is  iiulfl)tf(J  to  tltosc  Arabs  \\1h»  wt-rc  called 
Saracens  tor  tin-  introduction  oi  exact  (jhscrvalions 
(jf  the  heavens. 

In  [slam  everv  man  has  his  own  star,  which  first 
appears  when  he  is  horn,  and  when  it  t;oes  out  he 
dies.  It  j,Md\\s  paler  and  jialer,  till  n.>ne  sees  it  but 
he.  and  then  h.-  knows  that  his  end  will  be  very  soon. 

Moslems  t)elieve  that  the  earth  was  created  smooth 
and  flat,  <\  to  keep  it  firm  C.nd  put  the  mountains 
on  it  a^  St.  i<es.  'I'he  sun  i^  iikt-  a  traveller  who  i^oeth 
every  dav  to  his  place  of  rest.  "  l-"or  the  mijon  liave 
w»'  appointed  certain  mansions,  until  she  change  and 
be  like  the  old  branch  of  a  palm  tree."*  The  man- 
sions are  the  t\\enty-eit:ht  constellations,  through  one 
of  whic-h  the  moon  passes  every  night.  The  yellow 
and  drooping  branch  of  the  palm  tree  may  well 
suggest  the  crescent  moon. 

One  habit  of  Fnglish  folk  which  tilled  -Arab 
friends  with  sorrow  was  th.at  of  constant  conmient  on 
the  weather,  and  especially  our  grumbling.  The 
poorest  guide,  insulTuiently  clad,  and  possibly 
hungry,  would  cjuietly  resist  our  adverse  remarks. 

"I'gh!"  we  would  say,  "what  a  cold  wind!" 
Or,  aftc-r  one  of  the  rare  falls  of  rain,  "What  shock- 
ing mud  I 

"But  monsieur  surc-lv  knows  that  Allah  sends  the 
wind  and  the-  rain  !  "  would  be  the  invariable  reply. 

During  the  whole  of  the  winter  an  exceptionally 
trving  one,  from  the  i^rolonged  cold  winds  -I  never 
heard  an  Arab  utter  a  grumbling  word  at  the  weather. 
And  vet,  cjf  course,  after  the  terrible  heal  of  summer, f 

*    Sur.i    \\\\i,    ",') 
t  Writing  \o  Ub  (^n  July  4tli,   lyio.  Ali  -aid  :      "In  Biskra  the 
hi-at   is   v-rv   tjre.it.       1  ht-  iriiipcr.ilurH   i^   .it    47  *'-'  49  deerees  centi- 
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these  bitter  blasts  from  tlie  lii^^li  snow-roverecl  moun- 
tains at  the  iiortli  must  be  muih  more  trying  to  them 
than  to  us  I-"nglisli  grumblers,  after  tlie  rigours  of 
"an  alleged  summer"  at  home. 

But  if  tlie  Arab  does  not  gnmible  about  it,  I  think 
no  one  knous  the  depth  of  his  dislike,  and  even  ;n  tiial 
fi'^ir,  f>f  certain  winds.  I'or  the  slightest  bree.'.e  he 
will  cover  up  his  mouth  and  nostrils,  and  wUl  make 
it  the  reason  for  postponing  a  journey.  I  was  ron- 
vinced  that  much  of  this  dislike  is  f(junded  on 
religious  grounds,  and  this  .\ii  con  firmed. 

A  very  deep  impression  had  been  madf  on 
Mohammet's  mind  bv  the  storv  of  the  hot  and  suffo- 
cating wind  by  which  the  tribe  of  Ad  had  been 
destroyed.  It  blew  seven  days  and  seven  nights, 
killing  these  people  as  it  entered  their  nostrils  and 
passed  through  their  bodies.  He  went  in  dread  of  a 
recurrence  of  such  a  judgment  on  the  earth.  Ayesha 
related  that  when  a  wind  was  blowing  from  the  same 
quarter  the  Frophet  would  turn  pale  and  walk  to  and 
fro  outside  his  house,  his  alarm  lasting  till  the  storm 
subsided.  When  she  expressed  surprise  he  said, 
"Oh,  Ayesha,  peradventure  these  uinds  will  be  like 
those  which  destroyed  .\d." 

Wednesday  is  the  day  of  ill-luck  to  Moslems,*  the 
day  on  which  judgments  are  sent  upon  the  wicked.  It 
was  on  a  Wednesday  that  this  cruel  wind  began  to 
blow;  and  to  this  day  a  wind  on  a  Wednesday  is  an 
occasion  of  dread.     The  muftling  up  of  the  face  is  an 

Krad''  [about  iifi  to  no  dcgrrrs  I'ahrf  illicit  j  in  th''  ^had--.  'lIi'- 
Uot-'l  Sahara  is  ;,hut.  The  Fr' nch  .tri-  all  linnr,  and  manv  nf 
111''  Mussulmans  arc  gone  to  the  hills;  nn  nn>'  f' mains  hrrc  'xcpt 
thr  v.-ry  poor  and  those  who — like  myself — cun  support  the  gnat 
h'  at.  Biskra  i>  now  v^ry  siknt  :  no  .sound,  no  Frrnili  musir,  only 
.\r.il)  lluv  s  pl,i_\i'i^   .ill   ni-hi   in   ih.     ^■riindc  allie  df  tin    ;:;  ird'  n-." 

•   Sura   xli,    ij. 
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imnicinorial  riistoin,  strongly  (onfiriiicd  l)y  Moliain- 
nict.  On  (tile  of  iiis  expeditions,  passing  tlirougli  the 
ill-fated  valley  (>{  the  tril)e  wliicli  had  been  so  severely 
blighted,  he  nuifned  his  face,  and,  calling  upon  his 
followers  to  do  the  same,  galloped  away  at  full  speed. 

On  the  dilit^ciicc  one  day  an  American  and  a 
Fr»>nchman.  v.  ho  were  passengers,  not  being  able  to 
forget  ,1  stridetit  C(jmmercialism,  talked  long  and  loud 
about  trusts  and  monopolies.  Ali  was  travelling  with 
me,  and  as  the  talk  proceeded  became  grave  wit  i 
that  impenetrable  expression  wliich  certainlv  ha?  i 
suggestion  of  haughtiness  in  it. 

"What  sort  of  men  are  these?"  he  said  to  me 
later.  "Do  they  not  know  how  wicked  it  is  for  any 
man  t(j  monopolise  the  necessities  of  life?  Moham- 
met  said,  '  Those  who  keep  back  grain  in  order  to  sell 
at  a  liigh  price  are  cursed.' 

I  said  nothing,  but  felt  ashamed,  in  the  face  of 
this  reproof,  that  some  great  truths  should  be  so  much 
more  respected  by  these  men  of  Islam,  wliom  I  had 
heard  English  people  dismiss  as  "barbarians,  every 
one  of  them."  than  bv  the  great  civilised  nations  of 
the  West. 


The  sand  diviner  is  an  institution  with  whom  the 
romantic  writer  makes  great  play.  A  "fortune" 
for  half  a  franc  is  a  cheap  form  of  amusement,  and 
mcxst  ladies  among  the  visitors  to  Biskra  indulged  in 
it.  Occasionallv  the  "diviner"  had  gotid  luck,  but  1 
was  always  surprised  that,  considering  the  powers  of 
penetratif)n  of  the  Arabs,  the  thing  was  not  better 
done.  If  these  men  would  only  confine  tliemselves 
to  tharacter  reading,  they  would  astonish  and  amuse 
their    ualroiis    niiK  li    more    than    bv    iind<riak;in<'-    In 
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divine  the  future.  I  saw  no  sin^'le  sign  of  that  mar- 
vellous penetration  by  uhuh  the  English  girl  be- 
comes spellbound,  after  a  SlUihc,  of  whuh  one  reads 
in  fiction.  Nor  have  I  heard  of  any  important  tore- 
cast  being  verified;  which  seems  a  pity,  considering 
the  beauty  of  the  bridegrooms  and  the  magnitude  of 
the  fortunes  so  generously  held  in  store  by  that 
future  whose  secrets  are  literally  supposed  to  be 
written  in  a  peck  of  sand. 

Biskra  is  famous  for  its  dates,  and  naturally  one 
hears  a  good  deal  about  the  culture  ot  the  palms  from 
Arab  acquaintances.  The  harvest  was  in  full  swing 
when  we  arrived  in  November,  and  u  was  very 
1  merest in.c^  to  visit  the  gardens  where  the  fruit  was 
being  gathered,  and  especially  to  see  the  great  cara- 
vans of  camels  laden  with  dates  in  bo.xes  and  skins 
which  came  in  every  day  from  the  distant  oases  of  the 
desert.  All  the  great  camel  yards  were  full  at  night, 
and  many  of  the  caravans  had  to  bivouac  in  the  open 
spac'S. 

The  varieties  of  dates  grown  in  Africa  are  infinite 
in  number,  and  the  (  rop  of  the  trees,  of  course,  varies 
in  value.  I  believe,  from  different  inquiries,  I  am 
right  in  saying  that  the  average  yield  per  tree  is  worth 
about  eight  francs,  although  a  very  special  tree  will 
sometimes  produce  over  thirty  francs  worth  of  dates. 
As  there  are  about  300,000  trees  in  the  Biskra  oasis, 
it  is  easy  to  understand  how  important  the  crop  is  to 
the  population.  In  11JO9  it  was  a  failure,  and  dire 
indeed  was  the  distress  among  the  Arabs  of  the  whole 
country,  actual  starvation  overtaking  many  of  them. 
Many  were  driven  to  highway  rubbery  by  their 
sufferings.  The  diligence  to  Tolga  was  stopped, 
and  when  the  icrritied  passengers?  ul'fered  their  money 
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till-  Ar.'ibs  said  tln'v  \\ant<'tl  oiilv  aiiv  food  the  vclii(lf 
niiclit  be  (  anvint,'. 

'I"li»-  l-'rcncii  (i(.\friinifnl  exacts  a  tax  of  halt  a 
franc  for  cacli  tree  hcanni,'  an  avcrai^'c  viclci,  an  casv 
way  ol  raising  loll  from  a  i)rin)iiivf  race,  and  a  just 
one,  coiisidirint,'  the  service  to  irripation  uIikIi  the 
( Io\-erniii<'m  renders. 

l-'or  all  Moliatnniet's  niar\elIoiis  power  over  the 
Arabs,  Nature  has  pr<)\(d  too  stront:  even  for  his  cim- 
trol  in  some  thinL^s.  lie  proiiiljited  the  raisinj,'  of 
money  on  the  securilv  <if  a  coming:  crop  of  tiates. 
Hut  as  the  hie  of  the  Arab  is  a  day-to-dav  affair,  it 
follows  that  he  cannot  wait  (or  anMlung  to  mature  on 
which  money  can  be  raise  d.  I  lere  is  the  Jfu  "s  (.ppf)r- 
lunily.  The  yield  of  almost  <verv  daie  tree  becomes 
llie  propertv  of  the  Hebrew  capitalist  Ion-,-  before 
liarvest.  for  the  reason  that  In  lias  been  \sillinp  to 
advance  half  the  \alue  (or  rather  <»f  a  price  agreed 
upon,  which  is  i,freatly  in  favour  of  the  buyer),  the 
other  half  to  bt'  paid  on  i^atherinc:. 

I  onlv  met  one  or  two  \rab>  who  were  superior 
to  this  arrant^enient,  and  they  were  rich  men,  because 
they  were  able  to  >ell  th-ir  own  dates  in  the  best 
market. 

I  he  palm  tree  li\es  several  < fiiturics.  It  is  of  two 
sexes,  and  the  sex  shows  itself  in  the  sprint:  -it  the 
monit  nt  wlien  the  blossoms  bet^in  to  open.  It  is  re- 
produced bv  suckers,  which  are  alwavs  of  the  same 
sex  as  the  tree  from  which  they  proceed,  and  it  is 
planted  in  March.  In  April  the' l)lussoms  open,  and 
the  fertilisation  of  the  female  tree  takes  place.  In 
some  cases  a  man  climbs  to  .he  top  of  the  female  tree 
.'ind  shakes  over  it  the  blossoms  of  the  male  palm. 
W  lien  tile  o[>eration  is  to  be  done  more  carefully  the 
necessary  portion  ot  the  male  blossom  is  inserted  into 
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ihi-  otli.T  n(.%\.T,  and  ihis  is  Ucpt  in  i^lacr  hv  a  Iiu'tit 
ligature,  wliK-li  is  s(,(.n  snapped  l)V  the  ^'n.wtli  ot  tli.' 
f.Ttiliscd  tl()u«T.  Oni-  man  al<nic  ran  tcrtilisf  fifty 
palm  trees  (ir  more  in  one  dav.  One  male  palm  su[>- 
l>lies  fertilisation  for  two  hundred  trees.  'I  he  female 
palm  (railed  Nakhla)  is  tlir  symbol  of  i:rac<-  and 
beauty  to  an  Arab,  who  oi  n  ^ives  this  name  to  a 
daughter. 

A  (crtain  iiiimber  "t  the  branches  of  ea<h  tree 
wither  everv  vear.  turn  yellow,  aiul  dr(K.p  to  tin' 
ground;  these  are  cut  off  and  are  valued  as  fuel. 

The  palm  tree  is  I<noun  to  luive  only  one  disease; 
this  is  (  aiised  bv  a  hic  larval  insect  with  a  black  head 
;ind  white  bodv.  It  attacks,  by  choice,  the  tineM 
trees.  The  renn-dv  employed  is  made  of  water,  salt, 
ashes  and  earth,  whicii  are  heated  and  placed  in  the 
top  of  the  tree  in  su<  h  a  manner  that  the  mixture  w'll 
penetrate  into  the  heart  of  the  tree. 

If  a  tre*'  is  crettinc  old  and  infertile  a  cut  is  made 
in  the  bark  and  it  is  "bled."  If  it  has  become  quite 
infertile,  the  whole  top  of  the  tree  is  cut  r.tT  ;  soon  new- 
branches  appear,  and  the  tree  becomes  ( apable  of 
bearing  fruit  again.  When  the  old  tree  is  cut  the  sap 
that  first  issues  is  gathered,  and  it  makes  an  agree- 
able drink,  either  fresh  or  fermented. 

At  Biskra  there  are  trees  that  have  been  operated 
upon  m  the  drastic  manner  descrilied  as  often  as  three 
times,  l>iit  it  is  the  exception  for  a  tree  to  survive  it 
more  than  iw  ii  e. 

A  palm  tr>'e  sells  for  from  five  to  a  hundred  francs. 
In  llie  Oued  Souf  district  the  price  of  a  tree  is  as 
high  sometimes  as  200  to  250  francs;  while  at  Sidi 
Okba,  iieing  further  north,  and  uhere  the  water 
suj)plv  is  poor  and  irregular,  the  price  is  low.  'I  he 
Biskra  dale  fresh  from  the  tret  is  a  delicacy  which  you 
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niii^t  i;(>  to  Miskr.i  !<»  cnjViv.  Miit  for  sweetness  the 
little  hiarls  (late  that  conies  frtini  'lou^fZ^urt  excels  all 
others. 

'I  lie  (late  uliiili  to  the  Moslem  is  worth  its  weipht 
in  j;oIu  is  that  whu  li  (otiies  tioin  Medina.  It  is  in 
Itself  a  very  delicious  date,  and  when  brouplu  back  by 
.'1  pilgrim  from  the  llfjly  City  is  highly  appreciated. 
The  Medina  date  uas  the  favourite  food  of  Mohain- 
niet,  who  alua\s  broke  In.s  fast  with  it. 

.\  l'"rench  company  many  years  ago  took  in  hand 
the  scientific  manaj^enient  of  the  water  sources  of 
Southern  Algeria.  liiskra  and  other  places  greatly 
bfiiefit  from  their  efTorts,  and  they  have  created,  by 
their  knowledge  of  water  sources  never  before  sus- 
pected, eiitirelv  new  oases  in  the  desert.  .\t  iMliach 
— a  nice  walk— their  work  of  development  may  be 
seen  in  t>peration. 

In  the   Koran,   n;..turally,  the  date  palm  is  often 
mentioned.      When    the    Prophet    wished   to   find    " 
simile  to  express  a  trifle,  or  less,  he  frequently  sf 
(so  often  as  to  bore  one)  of  "the    kin  of  a  date  stont 

"  Shall  they  have  a  place  in  the  Kingdom  who 
would  not  bestow  on  their  fellow  men  even  the  dent 
in  a  date  stone?  "  * 

is  another  of  the  several  variations  of  tne  same  idea. 
But  in  Biskra  you  will  often  see  children  with  a 
number  of  date  stones  in  a  bottle  of  cloudy-looking 
water,  which  they  constantly  shake,  doubtless  with 
the  intention  of  adding  to  the  (juality  of  the  liquid! 
They  declared  that  it  was  tri-s  duuci\  And  nearly 
always  in  the  market-place  there  were  a  number  of 
chiiihen  grubbing  in  the  mud  and  refuse  for  dis- 
carded  date   stones,    which    they   tuld    us   were   to   be 
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^ivrii  In  th.'  (.i.n.l^  t.)  .al  !  Wli.)  would  lU^t  M^'h 
ti.r  h.ili  111--  cli,i,isii\.-  iM.wtT  ol  tlic  <anifl,  a  (juality 
to  be  proii.ii  r  ut  llian  iIiom'  bflaudcd  inu-nial  \sat«-r- 
baj,'s    (-f    v.liKli    M>    imuli    is    uritten    iii    tin-    school 

IcbbOll-books. 

Ill  ('linst'Midoin  we  oltf-n  rcail  ut  kmgb  washing 
tlir  ff.i  of  tin-  jK^^.r.  In  blain  the  same  ri-ligious 
.sentiment  Irads  men  ot  liigh  i-state  to  perform  ads 
of  ptTS(;nal  strvKC  to  tlit-  lowly  and  unfortunate,  this 
custom  liavmc  a  furth.T  efl.-i  t  in  redudng  tli.-  signs 
of  social  ditt.-rence  between  them.  1  remarked  on 
this  to  All,  who  agreed,  and,  as  usual,  went  at  once 
to  tlie  root  of  the  matlt-r. 

"Our  Prophet  always  idcntihed  himself  with  the 
poor  and  needy.  In  his  own  days  of  want  at 
Medina,  it  anyoiir,  piiying  his  pale  face,  sent  a 
present  ot  food,  he  immediately  shared  it  with  'the 
peopli-  f)f  the  shed  '—the  homeless  refugees  who  had 
followed  him  from  Mecca  and  v  ho  had  no  shelter  but 
the  p<jorlv-built  mosque  wuh  the  leaking  roof  and 
the  mud  tloor."  To  the  end  of  his  lite  Mohammef 
would  do  the  nn)St  menial  work  for  himself— tar  his 
own  camel,  and  brand  with  his  own  hands  the  camels 
and  sheep  given  as  alms.  It  is  the  usual  thmg  with 
a  Moslem  going  on  a  journey  to  ride  on  the  sam<- 
camel  as  his  servant,  <jr  sla\e.  and  walk  by  turn. 
Omar,  even  after  he  succeeded  the  Prophet,  used  to 
lead  bv  the  nose-struii:.  in  the  burning  sand  and 
scorching  wind,  ihf  canv'l  nDUiUed  by  his  slave, 
whose  turn  it  was  to  rule.  l-"aiima  used  to  sit  with 
ihe   female  sla\es  and  grind  the   wheat   etjually. 

Next   to  the  date  in  importance,   in   the  Sahara, 

is.  of  course,  the  camel.     It  figures  in  all  tlie  litcra- 
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fine  (if  ilic  |'.,ist,  nnd  supplies  liL,'iir»'s  4if  sp,-,-(  li  u  Im  h 
arc  ntl  rvriy  iniimi'-.  ■|'lic  stories  ,il»..nl  It  are  endless. 
Pas-.ii)i,'  a  (aravan  nf  camels,  .\li  tt\,,U  hold  of  one 
"I  then),  and  when  it  lifted  its  nose,  shouini,'  what 
io(,I,s  iiKe  .1  split,  he  said  to  IIS.  "[,ook,  that  is  the 
(aind's  smile.  When  (,,,d  i  reated  the  lirsi  <  aim-l, 
the  beast  Was  lupcly,  and  a  t^eiiie  uhispeitd  |,i  hiiii 
(h.at  (;.i(l  was  o^oint;  to  rr.ale  f.ir  liini  a  sjioiise.  and 
he  smiled  so  hroadlv  that  his  nose  spht  down  th<- 
middle;  ;ind   it    has  remained  s,,  ever  .sin(el" 

' '"•  "-!"■  "t  'Ik-  I'lr-i  inosr|i|e  ,,1  [^lam  was  defer- 
mim'd  !)>■  the  p!a(  e  at  wliich  tlir  Cropfief's  camel, 
Al  Kaswa,  h.-ilted  of  her  oup  accord,  fjedoinn  tribes 
are  otten  L;nided  n,  ihcr  mi-ratiops  b\  the  instincts 
of  their  (aniels;  v.,  the  Propjiei  often  Irnsted  tf.  the 
jiid.^nieni  ot  his.  lie  aluavs  insisted  thai  the 
creation  of  an  animal  s,,  niar\e|!oiislv  adapted  to 
the  nccessill.'s  of  ihe  \-:i^\  showed  tile  perfe,  t  Wisdom 
of  (iod.  "(V.nsifler  the  caiTieK  "•  uas  a  favoiirit.- 
text    to   the    unbelievers. 

In  the  native  market  at  Biskra  voii  udl  .ihvays 
find  camel's  milk  on  s.,!,..  'Ilic  H.'sl'i  is  con.sider<-d' a 
delicacy.  To  tlie  Jeus  .  am.-l'.s  nesh  is  forbidden. + 
and  wiien  the  Propli.t  tried  to  make  nn  agreement 
with  the  Jeu.s  as  to  food,  while  he  made  the  swine 
.inathcma.  lie  did  noi  venture  to  strain  the  Arabs' 
predilecticm.s  so  fnr  as  to  proliibit   the  ramel. 

riie  .amel  is  tised  t-,r  sacrifice  on  meat  ocasions, 
•->p<-(ialiv  on  the  pilerim.i^e  to  .Me.. a.  -when  ye 
slay  them  stand, ni;  on  th.'ir  f.-.-i  in  ri^ht  (mcI.t.'"^ 
meanin-  that  on.>  <.f  the  fon-l.-us  is  doiibh^d  np  and 
tifd.  which  is  the  manner  of  liinderint,'  camels  from 
'••.'vm-    th..    ,anip.      'll,.-    law    .,f    Islam    is    tiiat    the 

*S.,r.-,    Ixxx\iii,     ,;    ,s-,i,.v     rran';|.,llnn). 
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l).r->..ii  l.adtiic  ;i  strini:  ot  (  aiin-K  i.>  rfsi>.iiisil)lf  f«.r 
i.intlimu  tli' \  mav  mjiin-  «>r  tr.-ail  down.  It  is 
.•li>,'il)lf  lo  I  111  till-  .iniinal'.s  tlimat  in  >la\in^'  it,  l)nf 
It  IS  iiKHf  ilt^iiahlr  t'.  spiMi  It  in  llif  litillou  til  tlic 
throat  iiiMi  llif  liriM>I  Imin-,  wlnrc  ili.ic  air  llinr 
I)Io(kI  \.-sm'1->  ( ..iiil.iiii  <I.  I  1ii->  \\i-  lln-  I  iisti.in  ul 
Muliaimuft. 

\iT\  iiiiiif-iniL;  ar.'  tlir  Aral)  iilras  i.l  jmns  or 
t;,iiii.  ulm,  i!i'\  an-  laUL;lii  l)\  tin-  Koran,  ar«-  an 
iiilirmrdiali'  ordri  ot  t  rcituit-s,  .  apatjif  lil  saUatioii 
a^  nn-n  arr,  ulio  tat  and  drink  and  an'  propaj^alt-d 
and  die.  S<  •nt-  ol  llitin  arc  i,'ooil.  and  >oiui-  art-  vt-ry 
had.  bfint,'  rnisi  Iih-xdus,  rcproljatf,  and  intidrls.  lo 
tlu'in  u<!'-  st-nt  prophets  of  thfir  own  race  t.j  dflivt-r 
Mohaninifl's  nu-^Nat;*-.  'Ilu-y  art-  said  to  lirfomt- 
possessed  ot  tlu-  sfircis  of  tlu-  future  by  surrep- 
titiously sleahnj^'  behind  the   \eii. 

Tlie  ,t:enii  betoine  invis.hle  at  pleasure  by  a  rapid 
exlensicjn  or  rarefaction  «:f  the  pariules  that  <i im- 
pose thein  ;  or  tliev  r;.n  suddfiiy  disapi)ear  into  the 
air  or  tiie  earth.  They  are,  however,  not  all  ol 
one  .species;  there  are,  in  addition  to  the  ^'enii.  an 
order  of  fairies,  (ertain  kinds  of  i,'ianls,  and  tales. 

Some  of  tile  jmns  have  the  power  to  ai)pear  m  the 
form  of  snakes,  so  liiat  the  Prophet  i^ave  an  order 
that  snakes  and  scorpions  are  only  to  be  killed  out- 
ngiit  if  they  intrude  on  a  man's  prayers.  On  other 
occasions  a  Moslem  must  ri-cjuire  them  lirsl  to  depart, 
and  if  tliey  refuse,  then  he  may  kill  them.  It  is 
related  that  .Vyesha.  Iiavini;  killed  a  serpent  in  her 
thamber,  was  alarmed  by  a  dream.,  and  fearintj  that 
it  miL:hl  be  a  .M<islrm  jmn,  she  L;ave  in  alms,  .as  an 
expiation,  a  sum  equal  to  the  p;ice  of  the  blood  of 
a  lieliever. 
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A  special  Sura  of  tlic  Ixoran  uas  i^ivcn  as  a  charm 
a},'ainst  dtic's  cni-mics,  wlicthcr  Satan,  jinn,  or  man  : 
"I  tly  for  rcfui,'f  unto  tlu>  I.orii  of  men,  tin-  K'injj  of 
men,  the  Ciod  of  men,  tlia!  He  ma\-  deliver  me  from 
the  mischief  of  the  stealtliilv  withdrawing  whisperer 
[tlie  devil  who  withdraw eth  when  a  u'lan  mentions 
Cod],  who  whisperelh.  evil  supp^estions  into  the  breasts 
of  men.  apainst  penii  and  men."* 


A  picnis  Moslem  almost  alwavs,  when  lie  mentions 
the  name  of  Mohammet.  savs,  "On  whom  he  the 
biessinp  [or  peace]  of  (iod  I  "  in  trouble  and  affliction 
tliey  sav  to  themselves,  and  t(j  each  other,  "We  art- 
(i(jd">,  .-tntl  unto  IT'ni  shall  we  surelv  return!" 
Before  reading  in  the  Koran  thev  sav.  "I  h.ave 
recourse  imtn  (]od."  Our  friends  never  spoKx-  of 
future  plans  without  saying,  '  If  Allah  will  !  " 

Those  who  know  the  nomad  Arabs  sav  tliat  they 
are  possessed  of  a  love  for  the  desert  that  is  passion- 
ate and  inextinguishable.  Thev  love  that  perfect 
solitude  where  even  the  birds,  more  afraid  of  the 
tiesolation  than  of  man.  come  to  rest  close  to  the 
caravans.  We  have  ourselves  heard  much  of  "the 
call  of  tile  desert"  of  late  years,  and  many  a  man  — 
and  woman— weary  of  the  stress  of  life  in  our  crowded 
and  over-strenuous  communities,  has  gone  otit,  fas- 
cinated I\v  the  idea  of  overtaking  the  secret  charm 
which  iireathes  in  the  vast  and  silent  plains,  to  come 
back  reinvigorated  in  body  and  restor'-d  in  mind. 

In  Biskra  it  is  quite  a  simple  matter  to  arrange  for 
a  desert  caravan.  Messoud  ben  Akli,  the  charming 
Kabyle  who  keeps  a  shop  for  the  ^ali-  of  natise  gtiotls 
in    the    Kue    Berthe    (on    the    left-hand    side    going 

*   Sura  cxiv. 
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tcAvards  tin*  statue  of  Cardinal  I.avif^'erie),  and  is.  as 
1  and  nianv  friends  proved  again  and  again,  in  every 
way  reliable,  has  great  experience  in  the  organising 
of  caravans.  llis  patrons  return  from  their  expe- 
ditions delighted  with  tiie  foresight  with  wliicli  every 
detail  has  Ix-en  arranged,  with  the  mt-n  lie  sends, 
tlieir  atfeiition  to  bodilv  necessities,  and  their  sot  ial 
qualities,  which  make  the  encampment  every  evening 
gay  with  song  and  dance  and  all  the  quips  and  cranks 
l)y  which  happv  folk  can  cr-jate  a  genial  atmosphere 
for  those  around  them. 


In  coming  out  of  any  house'  or  building,  the 
Moslem  turns  towards  Mecca;  he  does  not  mention 
the  fact,  and  it  may  be  some  time  before  the  in- 
stinctive turn  which  he  makes  is  even  noticed.  After 
having  prayed  at  a  tomb,  or  left  any  s<^>rt  of  offering 
at  a  shrine  or  iioly  tree,  he  will  never  look  back,  for 
some  reason  which  I  could  not  get  explained. 

The  adult  Moslem  does  not  play  at  any  game  of 
which  violent  exertion  or  rapid  movement  is  a  feature. 
1  here  is  a  tennis  court  by  the  river  bed,  made  for  the 
military  officers,  I  believe.  The  Arabs  mimic  with 
delight,  and  much  exactness,  the  cries  of  those  who 
play  the  game;  hut  when  I  asked  Ali  if  he  played  he 
quietly  said,  "  S- ch  games  are  for  the  voting,  or 
for  Christians  i*  they  care  for  them;  the  F'r<Ji)het 
said  that  all  amusements  are  vain  for  a  Moslem 
except  three — the  breaking  of  his  horse,  the  drawing 
of  his  bow,  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  societv  of 
his  wives." 

I  liave  mentioned  the  extent  to  which  they  play 
dominoes,  and  their  marvellous  skill,  which,  to  an 
ordinary  European,  seems  something  like  divination. 
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'llu-  Ar.-ibs  arc  i-xlifincly  fund  «if  Iravtllini:. 
"Will  y<ni  takf  nu-  to  London  ?"  is  a  qiu'stiun  I  was 
asked  nianv  times.  One  day  an  Arab  lad,  to  wl-.om 
I  had  scarcely  spoken  a  word,  and  who  km-w  little 
l-"ren(  li,  addressing  me  as  "Sidi,"  tried  for  some  time 
in  vain  to  make  me  understand  what  he  had  lo  si _  . 
At  last,  in  despair,  i  ^aw  him  a  piece  of  paper  and 
a  pencil,  and  he  wrote,  very  badly,  "  \'ous  et  moi 
a  Londres  .■' "  Ali  is  to  c(;me  to  u^  in  Kns^dand  when 
his  "economies"  havt-  provided  the  means.  A  com- 
mon Arab  saying  is,  "Wiyaging  is  victory  I  " 

To  tile  tent-dwellers  the  dog  is  a  neces>ary  evil  for 
♦'  eir  protection,  for  few  .\rabs  like  dogs.  Who  can 
V  .-er  forget  the  ^oiind  of  the  nomads'  dogs  at  night 
at  tile  tents  .across  the  river-bed  at  lliskra?  i  only 
knew  one  Arab  who  kept  a  dog  as  a  pet.  Ali  would 
not  touch  a  dog  on  any  account.  Mohammet  detested 
dogs  (notwillistandi ng  the  "dog  of  the  cave  "  to  which 
I  have  referred),  ar.d  was  on  the  point  of  making  an 
order  for  their  general  extinction.  They  are  "unclean" 
animals,  and  when  one  of  them  drinks  out  of  a  vessel 
it  must  be  washed  seven  times,  the  first  cleaning  to 
be  with  eartli.  Moslems,  like  many  luiropeans, 
believe  that  when  ;i  dog  howls  near  a  house  it  fore- 
tells death,  for  dogs  can  distinguish  the  awful  form 
of  Azrael,  the  .\ngel  of  Death.  In  Norfolk  I  have 
heard  of  exactly  the  same  superstition,  except  for  the 
name  of  the  angel,  firmly  believed  in  by  the  pcxjr  folk. 

Dogs,  however,  may  be  lawfully  trained  to  hunt. 
'I'lie  sign  lliat  the  training  is  complete  is  that  the  dog 
catches  tin*  game  three  times  without  killing  it.  The 
dog  (also  the  hawk)  must  always  be  let  .-^lip  uilli  the 
ejaculation,  "In  the  name  of  Allah,  the  (Ireat  .Mlah  I" 
otherwise  the  game  seized  by  it   is  not  lawful   fcx)d  ; 
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whii  li  words  must  also  bf  ])niii(iuii(  <'tl  over  ;ill  animals 
when  killed  tor  food,  to  make  the  meat  lawful. 

'I'iie  love  ot  horses  is  deeply  inlircd  in  all  .\rahs; 
the  inherited  passion  of  the  IVophet  {ur  them  is  still 
shared  by  all  h.is  rate. 

Mohammet,  to  his  credit,  laiiL,'ht  the  (.liilv  of  kind- 
ness to  dumb  creatures  ai  a  lime  when  sue  h  teaching 
uas  new.  Let  C'lirislians  ponder  that  thr  Moslem  '.s 
forbidden  to  emplov  li\in^'  birds  as  a  tari^'et  lor 
marksmen  I 

I  haM-  heard  tliat  in  some  Moslem  lands,  sm  li  as 
Morocco,  there  is  ^rt-at  rrueltv  lo  animals.  At  Biskra 
I  saw  littlr  of  this.  tindiiiL;  thai  llie  Arabs  were  (|uii<- 
;iu;ire  of  the  fact  that  il  was  uroiii:  for  them  to  lil- 
treat  tin  ir  (  aniels  and  mules,  lliat  their  IVophet  had 
forbidden  all  <  rueiiv.  It  is  even  related  that  ulien 
some  ot  his  peo[)le  had  set  fire  to  an  ant-hill  Moham- 
met   insisted  on    its  beiiiL;   extinguished. 

The  hmi:^  inani-s  and  t.ails  ot  the  Aral)  horses, 
which  we  so  admire  but  never  cojjv,  are  due  to 
Mohammei's  humane  urder  that  they  wi-re  to  be  lelt 
uncut,  the  tail  as  the  natural  protcition  against  tlies. 
Horses  must  not  be  hit  on  the  iheek  by  a  t'ood 
Moslem. 

Ali  told  us  several  anuisinu  stories  of  animals. 
When  ue  asked  him  it  animals  vu-nt  to  hea\eii  he 
said.  "The  (juestion  was  considered  In  Allah  a  hiU^ 
time  aij;o,  aiul  .all  tiie  animals  ware  asla-il  if  iliey 
wished  to  enter  P.arruiise.  'I"he\-  at  once  ,ili  said  yes. 
except  the  dullkess.  These  were  lailtU'lls,  ,uul  asketl 
if  little  bovs  went  to  heaven.  The  ans\ser  beiiii^  yes, 
thev  rejilied,  '  In  that  1  ase,  with  all  respe(  1,  ue  jireter 
to   ^o   t«  1       the   I  filler    plai  el"" 

I  p  to  Moliammit's  time  it  had  been  the  (  ustom 
to  tie  ,a  man's  camel  to  his  L:ra\i',  win-re  ii  \\;.s  hit  lo 
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pt-risli  of  u;>m.  'Ilii^  111-  ;il)ulislir(l.  Tlif  evil  cyt- 
li;ul  hn-n  i)r()[)ili.'itt(l  h\-  the  hliiulinL:  «it  a  ciTtaiii 
mnni)iT  di  ilic  flex  k  nv  lurd  ;  this  cnif!  rustniii,  U>(^, 
!i(-  stopped,  as  well  as  tilt-  tviiit;  (•!  l)urnint,'  tore  hfs 
to  the  tails  <if  caitlr  to  conjurf  rain  from  the  hfavt-ns. 
lie  also  toihaiir  that  the  Arabs  slioiiKI  draw  blood 
from  a  li\f  camel  for  human  consumption.  When 
pressed  for  food  on  the  loni;  marciies,  as  one  ot  the 
last  resorts,  the\  had  drawn  the  camels'  blood,  and., 
mixini,'  it  with  <  ho[)ped-iip  i  ami-|>  hair,  liail  looked 
;t  111  skins  as  .1  ,-,ort  ot  saiisaL;e. 


Haxint,'  e.slabhsheti  I'rulax-  as  the  hoI\  day  (In- 
(hd  not  desir.-  to  i  op\'  the  Sabbath  alloi,'ether),  the 
Prophet  priHieded  to  i^lorif\-  it,  sa\ini4  it  was 
app<jinted  bv  the  command  of  <'od.  while  at  the  s-inic 
time  lie  made  the  condilioMs  oi  it  fairly  easy.  In  all 
his  arrani^'emeiits  for  Islam  Mohamniet  ne\er  lijnored 
tile  imporlaiiie  of  tr.ade.  I{ven  on  the  .ureat  |)iit;rim- 
n^v  the  Moslfms  mav  turn  their  tra\els  to  protit,  if 
the  clianc  e  c  <  iiiies. 

The  belie\ers  must  assemble  in  the  moscjUe  ou 
Fridass  and  leciir  two  rik'ahs  of  pravirs  and  listrii 
to  the  oration  at  the  time  ot  middav  praver. 

I""rida\  is  the  best  da\  on  which  the  sun  rises,  the 
dav  on  which  Adam  was  lak-en  into  P.aradise,  aiul 
turned  out  ot  it,  the  tlav  oil  wliiili  he  repented,  and 
died.  ll  will  also  be  the  dav  ot  the  isesurreclion . 
'I'here  is  a  certain  hour  ■)n  I'lidav  (known  onlv  to 
.\llah)  oil  which  a  Moslem  obtains  all  the  i^ood  he 
asks  ot  Allah;  t  roin  wliiili  it  will  follow  that  the 
j-)ious  will  pra\-  all  da\-,  aiul  the  wilv  amongst  the 
maraiiouts  will  lav  claim  to  sucii  prolitable  tli\ine 
(.'now  led^e. 

.\tier  making  the  suned  pr.ivers  the  Moslem  mav 
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use  the  rr>t  ..t  tlit-  clav  111  lr;i<lc  and  oiiiinarv  worldly 
..(cupatiun^,  althdUl,'!!  it  uill  !)<•  Ixtt.-r  it  Iw  r.'frain.s. 
In  anv  case  lie  ^lumld  "otl  irincmhtT  Cmtl."  • 

'I'liiTf  IS  a  \fv\-  luiinan  flfin.-iu  in  tin-  sinry  told 
..t  Miihaniinct  (to  uliii-li  lu-  hmisflf  jiossililv  r.-tn^  111 
till-  K(iraii);  lif  uaN  prcai  iiin^:  oih'  dav  ulini  a  pm- 
(fssioM  -was  It  a  (  IliU--.  I  V  niul<'- .■'  Wtlll  1)V.  witii 
trumj)ft--  and  dMiin>.  I'hi-.  wa>  too  nuh  li  lor  tin- 
Aral)  mind;  llir  (  ont;rcL;atioii  almost  to  a  man  flfd 
fr.)m  ihf  moMjiir.  Mohamm<t'>  ni\t  tt\t  wa>,  "'Mil- 
reward  that  is  with  (iod  is  Ix'lt.i  than  an\  sport  or 
mcri  liandisc.  And  ( i"(.l  is  tlif  hrst  proviili-r."  + 
Whirli  mij^ht  sii^m'M  that  thrrt-  was  tra\filini_'  with 
thi-  circus  one  of  those  "  t  hcap-jai  ks  '  in  whom 
(diintr\-t'o1k  ilfliijht. 


Thf  Aral)  has  a  deep  appreciation  <  .f  the  heaiitifs 
of  nature,  which  is  fostered  by  mnn\-  splendid  pass- 
riL'^i-s  in  the  l\oran  ;  tin-  sons/  to  the  sun  and  his  ikkiii- 
dav  hrichtness,  and  to  his  rechiess  at  tin-  hour  of 
Minset  ;  the  L;!or\-  of  the  mountains  and  the  sea;  the 
heautv  of  the  -kv;  the  w<inder  of  the  birds,  "subject 
to  Ciod  in  heaven's  \ault."  A  woti<lerful  psalm  on  the 
benehts  of  (loll  is  that  called  "'I'lie   \br(  iful  "  (Sura 


l\  ). 


•re,      triiin     aiioilier     psalm 


Is      a      i)e 


aulitui 


passai:e  : 

"  It  is  <"ii)ti  wlio  scncUth  the  winds  riiid  ujiiifteth  the 
(  Imids,   and,    as   He   pleastth,    sjutadedi   tlicni   on   hiijb, 

and  l)!(;iia-ih  ilu'iii  up;  and  iIimu  inavesi  s<-i-  the  r.iin 
i-suiiit;  tioni  iheir'  midst  ;  .uul  \\]\  ii  lb-  p.»iireth  it  down 
on  >ueli  of  His  -ti\,mts  .IS  lb  |)ir:i-(ih,  lo  I  the\'  are 
filled  with  joy. 

'■  !■>.  f',}    !hf\    wliM   h'!"re   it   w.is   -ent    Ju\",  n    lo  tlieni 
wen:    in    mute    despair  "    J 
•   Siii  I  !\  1,    Ci.  1    Sur.i  l.\ii,   II,  ;   Sur.i   \\\.   47.   4S, 
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T!,<-  follow  ini;  worii-.  of  .1  Moslmi  writ.-r  show 
tins  lov.-  of  nntur.-:  "I  will  n.-v.-r  r.-cliiir  hm.-atli  tli.- 
sh.-iiir  of  a  sprfadiiic  tifc,  and  MfW  \\u-  lu'lds  tjay 
uith  no\\ti>^.  til"  corn  v.avinc  in  rii  h  luNiniann-.  or 
sri-  ihr  distant  f.ir.-st^.  uitlioul  jovfiillv  rrnifinhrrinLT 
ll,;it  it  is  in\-  (iod  and  li.-a\rn1\  protn  tor  ulio  has 
thus  clothfd  thr  (  rratioii   in  l)i-aut\-." 


Tlif  drrss  of  ihr  Aral)  is  m,  inor.-  a  matt.r  ot 
,  ham  -•  or  fashion  than  tlir  othrr  d. -tails  hv  v.  Inrh  his 
lifr  is  rr_:iilaird  and  i  .  ,nUoll.'(l.  Tntd  1  had  L:ain-'d 
.s(,in.-  I  no\>  lid-'-  of  thr  rnh-s  i:,  \\ln.h  all  Mo^l.-ins 
.(.nforni.  .-xm  ni  ih.-ir  (  lothrs  tla-n-  wit.-  nianv 
pii/xl.-s.  Ill  till-  v.inirr  th.-  shivfrinL-^  \rali,  still  ,  lad 
in  ihr  thin  rolioii  ^arim-nts  win.  h  siiflic-d  in  siimini-r. 
looks  with  loni^iii!^  ni)on  ila-  warm  1  lolht-s  ot  th.- 
l-airopran,  and.  Arah'-lila-.  tlo,-s  n..t  h.-sjiat.-  t.'  ast; 
f,,i-  ihcin  to  Ik-  iransf.rn-d  lo  his  own  wardrohr.  I 
iis.-d  to  tea--  th.-  lads  \<v  MiT.-rini,'  to  i^iv.-  th.-in  in\- 
hat;  whi.h  .■nL'''-nd.Tcd  inor<-  .lis^ii-!  s,  ,nii'tini.-s  than 
i-v.ii  th.-ir  niun]  niann.Ts  .  onld  CdM-r.  'I  h.-  Arabs 
will  w.-ar  an\  i;arin.-nt  \(in  lik<-  to  i^is.-  th.-ni  t-\ifpt 
a  hat;  m-M-r  oil.  .-  did  I  scr  .-v.-n  tin-  poor.-st  Aral) 
in  anv  s.irl  of  I'"nr.)pi-an  hi-adct-ar.  'I  In-  f.-/  or 
tiirhan,   or  both,   ar.-  abs.  ihil.-lv   uni\iTsal. 

'I'll.'  l-'uropt-an  troiist-rs  iii.-d  ih.-ni  nio-i.  I.Hdn  n  > 
acconni  must  thi-\  wear  Ioiil:  i^aiint-m-,  ot  anv  s,  a  t . 
i-oiiiint:  tx'low  till-  ankli-s.  It  is  a  silim  ot  untor^ivabli- 
jtridi-.  i-'aiiiv  till-  plicht  of  a  bo\-  of  iour  fi-.-l  t.-n, 
sa\  ,  in  lr\ini;  to  wrar  nnalti-r.-il  thi-  iroiisi-rs  of  a 
man  of  si\  jci-t.  and  to  conf.irni  to  this  nilini,'  at 
till-  sanir  linii- !  This  did  it,  how.-si-r.  nd,  whal.-M-r 
till-  n-siilt  m  oihir  dir.-i  lioiis,  ihc  ankles  w.-rc  alu.ays 
Irif  bv   four  or  li\'-  im  h.-s. 

Thf   Moslrin  niusi   not  wi-ar  l'oUI  ornammts.  and 
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he  (HiL;lit  iiiit  to  urar  mIvit,  ottirr  lli.m  a  silvti 
sij^nrt  riiiL:  <>n  tlx-  lilllr  lini,'»T.  aiul  all  rin^>.  arc  tor- 
1)1(1(1.11  .11  th.-  mid. lie  linL:'T>.  TIh-  rr..])!)*!  .ai.c 
wore  a  •^..1.1  riiiL:,  hut  it  di^tra.  t.d  lii>  attention  u  licii 
prca.  liiiii:.  ''"  '"■  ili^t'.ird.  cl  it  tor  a  silver  nn>^.  ulii.  Ii 
lias  t\iv  >-iTi(c  he. Ml  tlic  .-.  )irc(t  wear.  'I  li'->f  rcsinc- 
tiiiii-,  (1..  n.il  ;ij)pl\'  I"  w.iiiicn.  '\'\]r  I'r.iiilift  always 
prctcrrf'd  plain  .  L.tlics,  wdiild  n.il  wear  silk,  and  uas 
(.II."  ^.1  wirri.-.l  lu'  a  ii.  u  sp.ittcd  ^aitncnt  that  h<." 
\\i  mid  i;  ii    V.  car  il  a^ain. 

At  a  lii'-t  i^Iaii.c  (die  u.Hild  n< 't  --iipp.isf,  as  is  the 
(  a^f,  that  the  Aral)  i^arniciits  arc  d.-sii^ncd  alin.i--t 
cntirclv  "to  d.t.-iid  \iiu  ir.'in  th.'  >un."*  Uiit  Ml 
and  .■■.II  .air  trau'ls  were  tliin  ih.at  this  was  so.  W  ith- 
iiiit  th.'ir  ti.rni  <  A  .omtmi^  th.'  hca.i,  tli.-\'  dfi  l.ir.-.i, 
the  sun  in  Slimmer  u. mid  kill  iIk'HI  ;  .m.l  ;is  tlie  .  ustom 
seems  til  h.i\.-  .'.mi.'  d.'wii  alnio-,!  tn.m  tin-  l).-L:inniiii,' 
(it  lime,  cNpciieiua  must  h;i\.'  dhiai.'d  it.  I  sh.mhl 
iniaijjiiie.  S.iineiim.'s  the  tnrhan  is  ;is  l.im,'  .is  tuent\'- 
foiir  X'ards:  lli"se  worn  m  Africa,  ii.)\v.-\er,  .are  nut 
.s. )  I.  nil,''  ;i>  this.  It  is  m.idi-  a  sii,'n  ot  aiilli.  .rit  \-  ,ind 
li.m.mr.  I  h.'  .idditi.m  .it  the  r.i|).'  (it  camel's  hair  is 
L;eiie;all\-  the  si'_;n  ot  s.Kial  p.isiti.ai,  as  it  is  \.'rv 
cistlv'  re.'k.  iiinij  In'  t!i.-  Arab  standartl  ,a  lie.av  \' 
Mip.'  (.istm^^  ;is  mn.  h  as  /.5.  'I  here  .are  s.ai.l  to  !>»• 
n.i  less  than  a  tii.iiis.aiul  \\;i\s(.|  hindine  the  tiirh.an  ; 
.and  .IS  dill. Tent  races  ar.'  .at  oiice  distinguished  l)\-  the 
.\t  'Ir  (it  hindinc.  so  is  tli.'  ■  hara.  ter  ol  each  iiidi\  i.luai 
we.ir.'i'  i)etra\'ed  1)\   the  m, inner  ot  we.arine   it. 

III. 're  is  11.1  e\|ir.'ss  injiimti.in  from  tin-  Ihoph't 
.ahoiit  hindiilij  the  head.  Iml  il  is  ;^.n.'r;ill\-  iield  to  lu- 
more  mildest  .ind  .  orre.  t  toi  ,t  m.'tn.  In  llie  cas.'  ..t 
w.imen  there  is  ,in  imper.atixe  l.iu,  for  Asesh.a  relates 
thai  .Mohamm.t  said,  "(i.id  .a.  .  cpts  not  the  i>ra\-er  of 
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an  ndiilt  woman  iinlrsN  slif  <<• 


ver   li'T   tlf.Kl. 


•<ir  a 


;„,,  ,t  ,.  ^..n.  rallv  .l.-mi:!..  -1'^  .t   •>  ah-nunal)  .-  ... 

r  th.    pn.v..rs   unh    ,h..    h.-ad    un. n-c  .    ..    fro.u 

l,.,.i,„.ss:hu.  it  mav  h..  .i..n.-trnm  l.umil.tv       li  is  • 


s.^nof  i;rrald>.rrsp.r,  ..,rrM.,v.-aMs,t.,rvMtl.  i.-acl 

,...,vs.   >nm,.   l,av,nt:  alM.u.   an   .nrl,   (..r  .     i.t  '•  ny.n-) 
t.U.nuiT.lw-.d,.of  ,h.-lKnrallr,,nndth.h.-ad^^s^^ 

„,„,„,„l,,..anshav.d;ulnl..o.l,.T>.  ap-un.  hav.-  all 
,1,,  i,a,r  shav.-d  rx...,,.  a  l..n^^  ln.k  on  th.  v.TV  rrntn- 

of  ,lH-  .PAvn  a  Mrtual  ,).i:-tail  uIikI.  .^  .'1-'  v';^v 
c;..rlnllv  t.i.k.'d  upandM,v.Mv,l  l,v  thr  turl.an.  It." 
us,.  ,,t  tins  lad.  .allrd  a  -  Mai..  Mn.n.d.-  is  n..t  .l.'ar. 
•n,,,,.  ,.  an  old  ul.-a  .ha.  .lu-  Anu.'l  .-t  D.-lh  ud. 
„„  ,1,..  last  dav.  iM-ar  all  Uw  1mI,.v.m>  bv  tin.  .utl 
„,  l',,,Kl.sr.  l>v  o.luM>  ..  .->  >aul  .ha.  ..  xvas  i:rn^n 
U>  >,avr  th.-  Moslrm.  sh..uld  hr  tall  .n...  .h-  .ntulrl  s 
pou.T,  and  h.-  M-alp.-d  <.r  d.Tap..al.-d,  tn.n,  hav.n^  lu. 
mouth  or  braid  .■xpus.'d..>d.'tdrni.-nt  by  an   unpu.-- 

''*  Mnham.n.-t  \v..r.-  a  brard.  but  then-  is  a  i^m.Tal 
fr.'hnK  lli^'t  ill.'  i^atiianhal  urnani.Mi.  luav  y^vW  b.'  l.-H 
to  th.'  J.-us.  Wh.Mi  th.'  Arab  IS  <,ld.  hou.vtr,  hr 
erases  to  shavr  Ins  brard.  bul  hr  n.-vrr  n,-Klrrls  to 
Urrpii.runmrd.  i;utih.'A.abr.d..ul.s.lir  l-.un.iH.in 
ulu.  shavrsoff  ius  m..us.achr.  li  >....  displras.-  llirm. 
thrv  think  .hrv  aiv  vrry  s.a.hinL:  m  a>kin,u  you, 
•'\Vh\     .li.'n,  do  von  shavr  vour  upprr  lip."'' 

\\  ..nous  point  IS  that  l.ltlr  brlls.  as  ornanir.,ts 
tor  (hildrrn.  in  anv  f.>rm.  an'  stri.  .Iv  toibuldm. 
"Thrrr  is  a  drvii  in  r\rrv  brll."  th' v  say.  lo  uiy 
cost  1  disrovrrrd  this  uh.n  1  .>lf.Mrd  a  small  boy 
fri.Mul  a  pair  ot  h..rM--rrin-^.       1  h-'  .  luld  shrank  tmm 


ft 


ml   sii\i><>\v  <>i   I'AUiiNt; 


tUUf 


"■;;■:;'::'•■.' ';:'r^;:;:";;:!;.ur;t"^''>>v 


laii)  aid  M..t  :.>a  rul.' 


,^„„   ,„.  „:nN,   l.ul  ..nr  cUn    1.    <     1  ^^__^^,, 

I  tl,  ,1    Ih'   li;\t     <  ipp<a   Ins   ii-lU    n.mu. 

I      l„.t,.r.'  oiir  tl.-lichttul  st.iy  m 

^av  us  .mull  p.nn,  t...  ,,,^,.nu.tv   hv 

„,|„.  , ■...■,»■,  aMoii- C.I. .unn.-unt;-     '  l'".'- 


jf,,         mi    Disi  Ki   (;aii  ^VA^ 

,..  l,v,.  I,,,  s.,  :.,nK.  W.'  I...d  l.-f»  mil  l.nl.-  l.arln,^ 
..,tt^  ,,i  ihr  li(.in.'>  nl  uiir  vanisli.il  tru'iuis  tlir  nmlit 
hfton-,  Willi  inr>>,;.i,M-N  .-f  lar.sv.H.  Miul  thuu.chl  vs.- 
shoiilii  (li-appr.u  -ni  silrn. -•  aiul  iM>MM-n."  1"  <"'r 
Ki.-.it  joy.  liovs.A.  .  li.n-  (.11  tlir  station  \sru-  our  *  lu.t 
Inriuls.'  lull  ol  (jui.t  all.ctiou  lor  us  still,  and 
.  \Hl.nllv  as  siiircvlul  at  tiic  jiartinu'  as  uc  wrrr. 

It  uas  \li  who  |itit  into  worcK  iIh'  h!.- ,s  wliuli 
had  hc.-n  IP  th.-  Aial.  min.l.  and  had  lound  rxprrssiun 
,n  a.tions  s..  siranc-  '•)  >'-•  With  ihr  IKilins  .f  lii-> 
hands  down,  h-  said,  "laltl.-  hv  Intl.-  I  hav  with- 
drawn nivs-'lt,  so  that  th.-  jiarlin^'  should  n"t  he  s.. 
paintul.  ^■ou  l'a\f  us  lirrf  alone,  and  i:>>  t"  th.- 
j^-rt-at  Ire-  land,  /r.s  -r.nulr.  Ins  rulu-.  Aiul  w.-.  w.- 
.ir.  .ilwavs  s.ad.  \.-rv  sad!  Our  ...unirv  is  not  ..ur 
,,un!  (i.,o(i-lu.'!  <  )nr  div  I  will  .  oiii.-  lo  yoii  m 
till-   L:"'.it    London.      Writ.'   n>   nif.      (iood-by*-!" 

And  the  sin.dl  l>o\s  rcpMrt.-d  in  Hiskra  w.-  h'.ird 
lioin  a  tii.'iul  wliMin  w.-  l.-tt  ili--i«-  and  have  ni.-t  sine.' 
in  r  •'v'';uid     that  "Madanif  .  r;.i/  when  ih.'  tiam  took 

her  aw.'iy  I  " 

W'f  iia\.-  had  ni.tnv  l.'tt.rs  sinr.-  oir  r.tiirn  whirli 
h.i\f  hniuuhl  us  L;rf.ii  cnjoMn.Mit .  "Cnint  in.-  ;dways 
\..ur  Iricnd."  says  ..iif,  ".is  I  (oiiin  yuu."  "  N  on 
h.ivf  in  nif  a  l.iiflitul  .and  siim-rc  Iri.-nd,  who  will 
n.-vcr  tor^ft  \.ni."  "N'oiir  l<tt.T  coinfs  ;is  ,-i  lir.muht 
of  fresh  w.it.r  to  one  win.  is  p.irched  with  thirst  in 
the  desert,  .'ind  hv  iii>  won!  ol  h(.noiir  and  the  he;id 
of  niv  l'r<.ph<-t  I  will  iiev.-r  forget  y<.ii."  With  many 
other  s.-ntimeiits.  e\|Mfssed  in  the  ter\id  poetic 
l.inmi.iL;.'  of  th.-  South,  in  tlu-  sinrenty  ot  which  wc 
I  hoose  Uj  place  our  faith. 


1  111  Kr:  Av'i^i  1  I  it.iin  (|in  siiims  <>l  i  lim.ili  ,  tin  .ms  i.|  ti.ivf ', 
I  lulliin^,',  .iikI  ii>-l-  "II  ut'iili  I  ui^h  tn  .nltl  .1  l<  u  wnnl^ 
hi  h.  li»  tlii.->i  Aho  iii.i>  !><•  pi-ijt-' tui^'  .1  j'iuiin>  t'>  tin 
.1.  --  It, 

ImisI    .1-.    to    .  l;ni,r'    :     I    «l"    n..t     tluiik     Hi-ki,!      01     .iin 

otli.T  (li-«it  i"\^ii)  IS  -11  l.il)!f  liir  [>»'i>|i!<-  who  .irt-  .i<  tii.illy 

ill.       I  lie  (li\ti.  --Ill   till-  .III    .-  M  it.im.v    .1  \vnil.  I  tul  tliiPi;. 

tllC     sim-liiiir     I-     f;l(»lliill-.     .111(1     till       liit.ilj;llt     i.l      -linii;4 

'    'i!ir  hiitli-   1-  .111  .ittr.u  tidii  ;  hut   the   1  i->k  nl  inlil   uiiid^ 

.11  \     :iih1    part    ot     1m1iiu.ii>     inu-(    l>i-    inii-ultud; 

;,,,,,       ,    b.iilis  .111.  .11  priM  Ml  -<>  primitivf  .md  -u  1. 11   .iw.iy 

.IS   t.i  put   lluiii   nut   ''I   Muiit    lor  ;i   rtali>    I'tliralc   p(  rsnti. 

llic  lack  111  .in   iMiu;lisli  diM  tor,  aiui  i.l  a  luouiin  <  ininist, 

is  alsi*  a  M  riou-  di  .lU  h.ii  k.       I  lu-f  rtinai  ks  do  in  it    il)])!), 

hovvfvtr,   to  auyoiu-   in   a\rraL;i    lii.iltli. 

I-'or  thosf  who  arc  iiurcly  "  ott  colour."  or  i;i  \%aiit 
of  a  stimul.itin.i;  1  h.in};<  ,  1  l)<lic\c  no  jouriics  tin;,  ■(nial 
take  would  do  so  nun  h  lor  tin  in.  Ihis  book.  1  hope,  li.is 
shown  what  inspir.itioii  .uul  happincs-,  one  may  ^ct 
.'inion-si  the  native  folk,  m  a  cliinat.-  wlii.  h  i-  111.11  \ cUously 
rt  vitalisliii;  to  the  hr.im  and  iicrsis.  Imoiii  ().  lolier  to 
Christinas,  .md  from  the  end  ot  [•cbruary  to  May,  nothing' 
r.mld  he  more  luimt.  I  he  only  w.r  11111-  necessary 
apjihes  to  .he  tirst  lew  d.i>s  ot  .1  st.i\  :  .ilw.  .s  reincmbt  r 
ih.tl  thire  is  a  t;re.it  conlr.ist  between  tin  hot  sunshine 
and  the  cool  -hnde.  or  }uu  will  i;et  a  '■  dc-ert  cold,"  a 
vcrv   b.ul  v.uiety   indeed. 

In    tlic    matter  of   i  loihes,    nothing   out    of   the  way   is 
required.      Wooll.  n     undergarments     should     always     bf 
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worn,  ,\fn\  lor  the  test,  ildllic-,  siK  h  .;^  mu  wens  tm  ;i 
fine  siiiniiiLr  in  luij,'!aii(i.  It  ui!I  l)t  ul  intt-rt  ^t  to  ladus 
to  Kn')\v  tliat  the  l;uiii(ir\  !•>  a  \(ry  t  xpiiisue  item,  ouini; 
to  tlic  cxcfssiNc  hardness  ot  tlir  water.  Sfjnic  i,Mrnunts 
\\lii(h  at  lv;nic  uould  cost  t()ur[)(  iicc  to  wash,  in  Hiskra 
(<ist    til  i((  npi  I'lcc. 

I'Ik-  <ost  of  li\ini;  is  mode  rate  and  tlx'  food  \(ry  good, 
I  oiisidcriiif,'  the  ditli?  ultics  in  tlic  mattii'  o|  su[)ply.  '1  lie 
water   suj)plv   is  e\(  '■llrnt   and   iclialile. 

'ihe  iiotils  are  exctlhiit.  I  tia\e  said  \vc  preferred  the 
Hotel  Saliara;  we  hkcd  the  nianai;ement,  and  the  position 
opposite  the  j;ardens  is,  to  my  nnnd,  a  i^ieat  attraction. 
The  most  sumptuous  (and  most  exptnsi^i  i  hoti  1  is  (lie 
Palace,  to  \\hi(h  the  Casino  is  attached.  The  Royale  is 
the  !argc'^t  hotel,  to  which  the  i^realer  number  ol  tourists 
t^o  ;  it  is  sii.L;htl\  inoie  expt  nsi\e  tlian  th(  Sahara,  and  has 
the  ;id\antaL;e  ot  a  very  lirn  tl.it  root  and  the  tainous 
minaret.  In  the  sani<  i  lass  with  the  Sahara  are  the 
\ictnria,  the  Ziban,  .ind  tlie  Oasis,  tiom  all  ot  which 
we  he.ird  ^ooii  reports.  .\  smaller,  new  hotel,  the 
lixe-'lsior,  st.indini;  in  its  own  i^rounds.  otters  speiial 
advan'ai,us.  It  mav  b<-  taken  that  terms  \>.  i'l  r;npe  from 
till  Irani  s  a  da\  (lor  a  lonj;  sta\  )  at  llie  majoritv  ol  these 
house-,   to  tweiilN    or   twent\-hve   bancs  al    the   ralacc. 

As  to  the  means  o|  t;cttini;  to  .\li.;eria  :  it  shoukl  b< 
i;(  n(  ralb  known  that  a  most  usetul  .uid  well-managed 
inf|un\  ollice  in  London  is  at  the  free  service  of  the 
()ublic.  .\  letter  to  the  manager,  Ihiily  Mail  Traxel 
Bureau,  i;,o,  bk  et  .Str(it,  London,  brings  b>  rilurn  of 
post  lull  details  of  routes,  times,  fares,  lioteN,  etc.,  with 
personal  information  intelligc  iitly  bearing  upon  eai  h 
inquiry.  ihis  bureau  has  oj)!  ned  a  tine  new  ollice  in 
Paris  iJ,  Boulevard  des  Capucines,  which  will  be  a  great 
convenience  to  travellers. 

Mes'-rs.  Thomas  Cook  and  Son,  (.1  I.udgali  Cin  r..^, 
London,  ol  course,  supply  all  travel  infijrmation,  and 
their     through     tickets     are    intiispensable.      Their    agents 
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,    ,,n-    at    :i'l    I  liH-l     point'.    "I     HI'     J'" -•     \  '    . 

f„u.-.d   'al    the     L-n>'ver..l     lour.st    Olbrc, 
,1,.  la   K.i,ul.r.<iur,  l.u  n^v,  th<    harbour. 

Ihi-    shorKM    routr    to    Hiskra    is    l'> 
r.,lV,.     Fans.    NhirsriUrs,   Al^i-T^.   th.  nrc 

"-■■ rr:: 'v-'-:^;;^:.:,..';::"..;: 

J,,.,,,,,.   ,,,,,,,.1   ,n„n   Pan.  .o(..noa,  uh.n    luohms.t 
1 


I'uvuk'vaiil 

wav    ol     PoMT, 
hv    train      Ironi 


irivdlinL'    riL'hi   throut;h,    n  a,  h    H.^k.a    t.om 
thrf(-an(i-a-ha!t  da%-.      '  "Oin^  o,  ,„,.,,.•    hours 

U-un  iourn.v,  and  th.  huats  tak.  s,  .mr  tu  Ix.  hou. . 
:".  ,hat  i.  Mar..nh..-  .M.icr.  t-—-'-'- 
C.enoa-Al,i..r.  thirty-.ix.  Th.  .ost  -/^'^^  J.,^^; 
l...rsona!lv  1  pr.f.r  not  to  v.nt.nc-  '-  su.  h  a  .a  u  a^^ 
,,o.„.  smalUr  than  thoso  ^oin^^  from  ih.  Itahan  port  11 
liiuhk^Uu.  sea.  you  may  iointh.M- hoats  a,  Southampton, 


rs  In   si-a  m  m>^  days. 

arc   <\(<litMit    m    every 
Ihe    Nord- 


and  r.arit  \h/ic 

ThtNi'    two    linrs    ol    stiameis 
xvav,    as    I    knr,u    Imm    i.ersonal    .xpe'-i.n.  e. 


,;,;.;her  Idovd  boa.s  ^o  every  fortnight  from  .ienoa  m 
Mtrlers;  tliev  arc  splend.d  vessels,  capably  managed,  and 
.vit,itrs.     u  .  f  -rh,,„,irli    rates    from    London, 

the  .atennu   .s  luxur<ou>.       lh>ou.i,n   laus  , 

via  Dover,  Calais,  i'aris.  (-enoa.  Al..ers.  t  st-dass 
/■„>  Tos.   lod.;  -ond-class  (qu.te  nuei  l-j  7--    '<-  . 


j(),    Coekspur 


y.io  los.   lod. 

London   omc     ■        teller.    Wallis   and   Co 

Street,    Charii.^,   'Voss. 

The   other   line,    .hi.h    i^   exeellnU    m    ,..ry   wa>    and 
s„mewhat    cheaper,    i^    .h.     Nederland    Kova!    Mad    l.r.e 
of    uhirh    the    boats    have    SouthamiU-^n    . a . tn    alternate 
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'1  ucM];iy  lor  Alj^icrs,  ;ind  leave  Algiers  every  fortnight  for 
'xno.i.  K.it.  >  ;  Sotithi'.mptDn  to  Algiers  by  >,;,,  fust- 
(l.iss  ^.  lo  los.  (it  tmist  be  remembered  that  this  indudts 
li  iig  for  a  week);  second-class  £,'()  los.  I  he  London 
a.idr.'ss  is  n.  \'.   Hlkins,  _>.   Panton  Street,  H   ymarket. 

A  feu  <iays  may  be  sjjcnt  very  pleasurablv  in  Algiers, 
where  is  the  old  Arab  cjuarter  and  the  beaiitifullv-planned 
i'Veni  h  city.  In  the  town  the  Hotel  des  Ktrangers  is 
comfortable,  and  moderate  in  its  charges;  if  the  bustle  and 
noise  of  the  town  are  objected  to,  I  strongly  r<commend 
the  charming  and  b(  aiitifully  situated  bnardlng-'ioijse 
'■ailed  the  Olivage.  three  miles  up  the  hill  at  Mustapha 
Siip.-ri.  ur.  li  is  easily  reach- (!  b\  th.-  el.  (trie  tram, 
whirh  alsf)  passes  the  famous  Hotel  St.  (icf.rge,  one  of 
the  most  delightful  and  luxurious  hotels  an\where  to  be 
lound.  Out  of  the  town,  ton,  is  thi-  HAtel  Reau  S('jour, 
\(r\  mofli'rate  in  its  terms.  'Ihe  Hot(  |  C'nnlinentale  com- 
Tnands  ;i  view  of  the  glorious  ba\ ,  and  is  away  from  the 
noise  of  the  tram  line. 
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(  alt  iiil.ir.   Mo-iiiii,   .'.5 

(  all   to  vr  iS'T,    I', 

I  .1111.1,   thf.   jsi 

1  .lil.acv.    .\Iohaiiiiu'-t-    c  lU'l.  luiu- 

IMII    ot,     7., 

(  luiit-.   .Arab.  i)S 

(.harms,   2\2.   JS^ 

C  hf-riti,  .AhiiK'ii.   fi 

(  hi  tiii.i.   ."oi 

I  !iri-ti.iMit>,  iliitirultv    ..f    .M  -I'-iii 
oiivi  r~ioii   t".    !■;" 
„  friPiiilhni'S .    of    i-laiu 

I  t'-i.    i-'^.i.   1^1 

I'hri-itiaiis.  .Arab  atifcliiiii  it.      ( 
I   t  ikt.ir'-tf-,  .Ar.ib  lovc  of. 
I   (  irciinici^um.  uu 
'    I  lranlmt>-s,    .\rab,    Ii(S 

t  ntfci'.  ,\r.ib  lovi-  of,  01 
t  ol   df  S  fa.   th.-,    -M'l 
I  ,.lltTti..ii  .It   th.'  i.r.-it    l'r.i>.'T.   '.i> 
(  ..iiti  iitni.-iii.   .\r.ili.   ."14 
1.  null. Moll,    Mol..iiiiiii.i\    •  \f.l,iii.i- 
lii.ii   .  t   th.-.    I  -" 
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D.-liv.-r  iiKc.   .ll'.'   .■!.    n)7 

III  jLiftiin'iit.   .\r.i!.,    u.    i! 
li.-ivi-h.   thi-  ilinniii;.   jjo 

1  ii--(-rt..i  l-riiirhiuAir-  l..v.- ..( iln^.  <iO 
exriir-ioii-.   t..  th.-,    j  ;  ( 
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),>«-,  Ar.ib  ili-liki'    '1.   -'sO 
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I 'I.--.  Ar.iS.  -    • 

'.lyinn,  ■.f-rvio  -  t)  ttn',  IJI 
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